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PREFACE

One of the major challenges faced by EFL (English as a Foreign Language)
students is writing error-free sentences. Most teachers lament that the
majority of EFL students in their classes fail to produce grammatically
correct sentences, although they possess considerable knowledge in their
subject areas. There are excellent grammar books available on the market
currently, but they do not seem to help the average EFL student because of
the rule-based approach to grammar adopted in these books. Since the focus
of these textbooks is on offering elaborate explanations of grammar rules
without sufficient practice materials, EFL students often fail to understand
the basic structure of grammatically correct sentences. Therefore, this book
is specifically designed to address these challenges by shifting from the
traditional rule-based grammar learning to an innovative cognitive approach
that identifies patterns of correct sentence structure. This method makes
grammar instruction easier and more engaging for average students.
Additionally, the book includes dedicated sections on summarising,
paraphrasing, and essay writing activities, aimed at developing the writing
skills of students at varying language levels by providing ample and suitable
practice materials. In fact, the entire focus of this book is on the functions
of the classes of words known as the parts of speech and how they can be
used in a sentence to generate proper structure and precise meaning. The
elaborate treatment of the eight parts of speech, along with plenty of practice
materials, clearly illustrates this simple procedure. To make the learning
further easy, a brief and precise chapter overview is given at the beginning
of each unit.

Dr K. Thomas Baby| Assistant Professor
Department of English Language & Literature
College of Arts and Applied Sciences

P.O. Box 2509, Postal Code 211

Dhofar University, Salalah, OMAN.
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UNITI

INTRODUCTION

Knowledge of English grammar is essential for all EFL (English as a
Foreign Language) students to express their ideas accurately and
effectively. Since accurate writing skills are necessary for every academic
activity, EFL students should give special attention to grammar when
developing their writing skills. To study grammar, it is necessary to
understand the arrangement of words and how they function in a sentence.
A written or spoken sentence is composed of different types of words. A
critical examination of different words in a sentence reveals that they follow
a particular pattern, and each word has a specific function in the sentence.
If a student can understand the functions of each word in a sentence,
learning grammar becomes an easy task because all the words in the English
language are classified into eight different categories or groups based on the
functions they carry out in a sentence.

Grammar and writing skills are the most fundamental and important abilities
every student should strive to achieve in their education for a successful life.
Whether you are a novice learning the complexities of English grammar or
an advanced learner looking to improve your writing skills, the path to
mastery may be both scary and exciting. This book is particularly designed
for students of English as a foreign language. It will undoubtedly assist them
in embarking on a transformative journey through the complex worlds of
grammar and writing, with each chapter serving as a stepping stone to
language competency and self-expression.

The English language, with its many rules, exceptions, and peculiarities,
may be a daunting obstacle for EFL students. However, this problem
presents a chance for growth and empowerment. This book is more than just
a textbook; it is a simple guide for your educational journey, providing
clarity, direction, and inspiration at every stage. Whether you are a
classroom student, a self-directed learner, or an instructor looking for
effective teaching tools, this book is intended to fit your requirements and
improve your comprehension of English language and writing abilities.
Grammar provides the basis on which all communication is built up.
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This book covers the essential concepts of grammar clearly and precisely.
From parts of speech to sentence construction, verb tenses to punctuation
rules, each idea is given in a logical order and reinforced with practical
examples and activities to aid comprehension. Whether you are struggling
with subject-verb agreement or figuring out complicated sentence
construction, this book will provide you the skills and strategies you need
to confidently and competently traverse the maze of English grammar.
However, grammar alone is insufficient for proficient use of the English
language. Writing, as an art of expression, necessitates an understanding of
not only grammatical principles but also rhetorical methods, stylistic
devices, and critical thinking abilities. This book delves beyond grammar to
investigate the complexities of great writing, helping you through the
process of creating intriguing essays, persuasive arguments, and polished
prose.

Writing is not a solo activity; it is a conversation between the writer and the
reader, a way of exchanging ideas, emotions, and experiences across time
and distance. Whether you are writing a personal tale, a research paper, or
a work of fiction, the basics of good writing remain the same. Clarity,
accuracy, and coherence are the three characteristics. This book teaches you
how to use language with accuracy and eloquence through a series of
practical exercises and writing prompts.

As you go through the chapters of this book, you will realise that language
and writing are more than just academic activities; they are important life
skills with far-reaching consequences. In an increasingly digitally
connected world, mastery in English grammar and writing abilities opens
the door to a plethora of options, ranging from academic accomplishment
to job growth, cultural exchange, and personal enrichment. Whether you are
pursuing further education, looking for work in a global marketplace, or
simply wanting to communicate more successfully with others, the skills
you learn in this book will help you in every aspect of your life. Finally, a
systematic TOPIC OVERVIEW is provided at the beginning of each unit
for learners who want to select and practice specific areas in grammar.



UNITII

PARTS OF SPEECH

Grammar should start with the examination of basic sentence patterns. In
other words, EFL students should understand that acceptable sentences are
created by arranging words in a specific manner. Students can generate
accurate sentences only if they grasp the functions of each word in a phrase
or cluster and learn how to place it correctly in a sentence. This ability may
be acquired by understanding the structure of various types of sentences as
well as the functions of the words contained inside them. All English words
may be divided into eight categories or groups depending on their roles in a
sentence. This division is sometimes known as "parts of speech" or word
classes. Learning about these eight classes of words and how they operate
in a sentence helps make grammar easier to understand.

1. Noun

A noun is a naming word. It is used to refer to people, animals, objects, and
feelings. A noun functions as the subject or object of a verb. Nouns can be
modified by adjectives, and they are usually placed as the first word in a
sentence. Examples: Ahmed, John, lion, table, freedom, etc. Example:
Ahmed gave a gift to his mother on her birthday. All the naming words
or nouns in this sentence are given in bold type.

2. Pronoun

A pronoun is used instead of a noun. Examples: I, you, he, she, it, we, they,
etc. Example: He was happy to give her a gift.

3. Verb

A verb is used to show or describe an action or a state of being. Examples:
go, write, play, study, and forms of ‘be’ such as am, is, are, was, etc.
Example: He played football yesterday. He is a student.

4. Adverb

An adverb is used to modify a verb, an adjective, or another adverb. They
are usually formed by adding ‘ly’ to adjectives. Examples: completely,
clearly, strongly, etc. Example: He spoke clearly.
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5. Adjective

An adjective is a qualifying word that usually describes a noun. Examples:
good, beautiful, tall, short, strong, etc. Rahim is a tall boy.

6. Preposition

Prepositions are used before nouns to form a phrase that shows where,
when, how, and why. It shows the relationship between people or things.
Examples: in, on, at, behind, near, etc. Example: The book is on the table
(on shows where the book is or the relation between the book and the table).
7. Conjunction

A Conjunction joins words, phrases, clauses, or sentences. Examples: and,
but, or, etc. Example: Ahmed and Abdulla are students.

8. Interjection

Interjection is used to show surprise or emotion. Examples: Oh! Good Lord!
Alas! Hurray etc. Example: Hurray! We won the match.

Exercise 1: Identify the parts of speech used in the following sentences.

1. Wow, the dog quickly ran through the park.

2. She happily read a new book under the tree.

3. After lunch, we went to the museum.

4. The bright sun shone brightly in the clear sky.

5. Although it was raining, they decided to go for a walk.
6. The children played happily in the green field.

7. Wow, you really cooked a delicious dinner.

8. Before the sunset, they finished the project.

9. He quickly solved the complex problem.

10. The beautiful flowers bloomed gracefully in the garden.

[For More Practice on Parts of Speech Check Revision Exercises]



UNIT III

SENTENCES

Sentences are the foundation of communication, acting as the fundamental
vehicle for conveying ideas, expressing emotions, and sharing information.
Their significance cannot be emphasised, since they serve as the foundation
of both written and spoken language, allowing us to communicate
successfully in a variety of circumstances and scenarios. Understanding
how to form appropriate phrases is critical for a variety of reasons. To begin,
sentences provide language with structure and coherence, helping us to
arrange our ideas and communicate meaning in a clear and logical way.
Without well-formed words, communication becomes fragmented and
confused, affecting clarity and weakening the power of our messages.
Furthermore, understanding sentence structure is critical for academic and
professional success.

In educational contexts, being able to explain concepts logically through
well-written sentences is critical for writing assignments and tests.
Similarly, precise and succinct communication is prized in the workplace
across all businesses and professions, whether writing reports, sending
emails, or making presentations. Learning to write accurate sentences
provides a route to deeper involvement with literature, culture, and society,
in addition to its practical value. We gain an appreciation for the artistry of
language and its capacity to elicit emotion, activate thinking, and inspire
action when we are exposed to well-crafted phrases in literature, poetry, and
rhetoric. We improve our critical thinking talents and widen our horizons
by improving our sentence construction skills.

Finally, sentence building skills are vital for language learners, particularly
those learning English as a Foreign Language (EFL). As students traverse
the complexities of grammar, syntax, and vocabulary, learning the art of
crafting accurate sentences is a critical step towards fluency and
communicative competency. Understanding the rules and norms controlling
sentence construction allows students to express themselves more clearly
and precisely. In conclusion, sentences are powerful communication tools
that play an important part in many aspects of our life. Acquiring the ability
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to construct coherent sentences goes beyond mere grammatical proficiency;
it is a capability that enables us to establish relationships, convey ideas, and
prosper in a multicultural and globalised society. English sentences may all
be examined using the eight parts of speech that were covered briefly in the
previous section. The following examples clearly show that mastering
grammar also entails learning how to utilise and apply the eight classes of
words known as parts of speech in a sentence.

* My friend speaks English fluently.

My (adjective) friend (noun) speaks (verb) English (noun) fluently
(adverb).

*  Suhail and his brother study at the same college.

Suhail (noun) and (conjunction) his (pronoun) brother (noun) study
(verb) in (preposition) the (article-noun) same (adjective) college (noun)

When we want to communicate something in writing, we make sentences
to convey our idea. Writing activities are an integral part of a student’s life.
Therefore, it is very important for them to write error-free sentences. Once
students learn the functions of the eight parts of speech clearly, they will be
able to write correct sentences. To make a sentence, we should at least have
a noun and a verb. They are the most important and frequently used types
of words we use for making sentences. In simple words, all sentences should
have at least two parts known as the subject and the predicate. The subject
part should always have a noun or pronoun, and the predicate part should
always have a verb. There are three basic patterns for a simple sentence, as
shown below.

1. Birds fly. = subject (noun) + predicate (verb) [N+V]

2. She is laughing. Subject (pronoun) + Predicate (verb) [S + (be) + V]

3. He is playing football. = subject (pronoun) + predicate (verb + object)
[S+V+O]

Exercise 1. Analyse the following sentences into (N+V, SVO) patterns.

Cats sleep.
Dogs bark.
Birds sing.
Trees grow.
Sun shines.
Water flows.
Children play.
People work.

NN RO
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9. Fish swim in the water.

10. Bees buzz around.

11. Students study regularly.

12. Engineers design buildings.

13. Farmers cultivate crops in fields.

14. Doctors treat patients in hospitals.

15. Scientists conduct experiments in the laboratory.

In the above three basic patterns of sentences, nouns, pronouns, and verbs
are the essential components. Therefore, it can be concluded that we cannot
construct a sentence without a noun and a verb. In addition, we can expand
these patterns by adding adjectives (words describing nouns) and adverbs
(words describing verbs). Furthermore, the sentence gets a complete
structure through the use of linking words (prepositions; in, at, for, etc.) and
joining words (conjunctions; and, but, or, etc.). To construct good sentences
and to develop your style of writing, it is also necessary to understand the
functions of other parts of speech such as adjectives, adverbs, prepositions,
and conjunctions. When students understand clearly the nature and
functions of nouns and verbs, they will be able to construct sentences
without much difficulty. Therefore, the first part of this book gives a
simplified and exhaustive explanation of the eight parts of speech with
appropriate examples along with practice materials for students. The first
step in this direction is to understand the nature of sentence structure before
we embark upon a detailed study of the parts of speech.

Sentence and sentence structure

In grammar, a sentence is the basic grammatical unit. It contains a group of
words that express a complete thought. A sentence consists of a subject and
a predicate. There are basically three types of sentences in English based on
their grammatical structure. They are simple, compound, and complex
sentences.

Simple Sentences: A simple sentence contains a subject and a verb. It
expresses a single thought or a complete, independent idea. A simple
sentence need not necessarily be short. It can have adjectives or adverbs,
but it should have only one subject and one verb.
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Examples:

1. The baby cried for food. (S = the baby; V = cried; O = for food)

2. Professor Abdullah’s intelligent students completed their homework on
time. (SVO)

Exercise 2. Analyse the following simple sentences into SVO pattern.

NN BE DD

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

20.

She drinks tea.

They play soccer.

He reads books.

We watch movies.

I eat apples.

The cat chases mice.
Birds build nests.

The chef cooks meals.
Students solve problems.

. The gardener plants flowers.
. She carefully waters the delicate rosebushes in her backyard garden.
. They enthusiastically participate in community service activities every

weekend.

He diligently completes his assignments before the deadline to ensure
success.

We eagerly anticipate the arrival of our friends for dinner tonight.

I attentively listen to classical music while studying for my exams.
The chef skilfully prepares gourmet dishes with fresh, locally sourced
ingredients.

Birds gracefully soar through the endless blue sky, exploring new
horizons.

The diligent students meticulously organise their notes for upcoming
examinations.

Teachers patiently guide their students through complex mathematical
equations.

Parents lovingly tuck their children into bed, reading bedtime stories.

Compound Sentences: A compound sentence has two independent clauses.
An independent clause is part of a sentence that can stand alone because it
contains a subject and predicate and expresses a complete thought.
Basically, a compound sentence contains two simple sentences joined by
conjunctions such as and, but, or, so, etc.
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Example: The shoplifter had stolen clothes, so he ran once he saw the
police. Both sides of the conjunction “so” there are complete sentences.
“The shoplifter had stolen clothes” and “he ran once he saw the police.”
When we join them with a conjunction, we get a compound sentence. They
spoke to him in Spanish, but he responded in English. This is another
example of a compound sentence because it uses a conjunction to join two
independent clauses or two simple sentences.

Exercise 3. Underline the independent clauses in the following
compound sentences.

She dances gracefully, and he sings beautifully.
The sun sets, and the stars twinkle.

Birds chirp loudly, and flowers bloom.

He reads books, but she watches movies.

Dogs bark, yet cats purr softly.

We work hard, so we can play later.

They laugh together, then cry alone.

The rain falls, and the wind blows.

9. Students study diligently, yet sometimes they procrastinate.
10. He runs fast, yet she walks slowly.

11. The moon rises, and the night deepens.

12. Birds fly high, and fish swim deep.

13. He speaks softly, but he carries a big stick.

14. The coffee brews, and the aroma fills the room.
15. The clock ticks, and time passes by.

PN R LD =

Complex Sentences: A complex sentence is an independent clause joined
by one or more dependent clauses. A dependent clause either lacks a subject
or a verb or has both a subject and a verb that does not express a complete
thought. A complex sentence always has a subordinator (as, because, since,
after, although, when) or relative pronouns (who, that, which).

Example: Before eating breakfast, Ali went to the gym to exercise.

The independent clause is “Ali went to the gym to exercise.” The
subordinating clause is dependent on the main or independent clause. If one
were to say only “Before eating breakfast,” it would be an incomplete
thought. Therefore, this subordinate clause depends on the main clause for
its complete meaning. Example: The woman who taught chemistry was
fired for stealing school supplies. The dependent or subordinate clause in
this sentence is “who taught chemistry,” and the independent or main clause
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is “The woman was fired for stealing school supplies. “Who taught
chemistry” alone cannot give a complete meaning.

Exercise 4: Find the main and subordinate clauses in the following
complex sentences.

SNk v =

7.
8.
9

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

After dinner, we went for a walk in the moonlit park.

Although tired, she continued working on her project until dawn.
Despite the rain, they enjoyed their picnic under a sturdy tree.

When the phone rang, he hurried to answer it with anticipation.

As the sun set, the colours in the sky turned magnificent.

Though hesitant, he eventually agreed to join the adventurous
expedition.

Upon arriving home, she found a surprise waiting on her doorstep.
While studying, she listened to classical music to stay focused.
Despite his fear, he bravely confronted the challenges that lay ahead.
When the doorbell rang, they knew their guests had arrived.

Despite the chaos, she managed to maintain her composure throughout.
Though tired, he insisted on completing the task before resting.

As the waves crashed against the shore, they felt a sense of happiness.
Despite the setbacks, they remained determined to achieve their goals.
Upon hearing the news, she felt a rush of excitement fill her heart

Phrase and clause

A phase is a group of words that do not have a subject or a verb, but they
always function as part of a sentence. Although phrases give additional
meaning to the sentence, they are not an integral part of the sentence
structure. Even if we remove the phrase from the sentence, the sentence can
still have a complete meaning.

Example: The sun rises every day in the east. (Phrase)
Our professor is a man of great knowledge. (Phrase)

Exercise 5. Underline the phrases in the following sentences.

NNk WOD—

The dog barks loudly at night.
She reads books in the evening.
They play soccer after school.

We eat lunch together every day.
He drinks coffee in the morning.
Birds chirp sweetly in the garden.
The sun shines brightly in the sky.
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8. My cat sleeps peacefully in the kitchen.
9. The flowers bloom beautifully in spring.
10. Students study diligently for exams.

A clause is a group of words like a simple sentence with a subject and a
verb, and it gives additional meaning to complex and compound sentences.

Although he was a lazy student, he passed the examination. (Complex
Sentence)

He passed the examination, but he was a lazy student (compound
sentence).

Exercise 6. Underline the clauses in the following sentences.

1.  When the sun sets, the stars appear in the sky.

2. Ifitrains, we will stay indoors.

3. She cooks dinner, and I set the table.

4. He finishes work and goes for a jog.

5. Before the meeting starts, we gather in the conference room.
6. The alarm rang, but I did not wake up.

7. They watch TV, but I do my homework.

8. If the phone rings, answer it promptly.

9. Before the guests arrive, we clean the house.

10. While the baby sleeps, the parents relax.

When sentences are classified according to their structure, there are three
types of sentences: simple sentences, compound sentences, and complex
sentences, as illustrated above. If we classify them according to their
meaning and function, we get four types of sentences known as
declarative, imperative, interrogative, and exclamatory sentences.
Examples of this classification are given below.

1. Declarative sentence: Applicants will be answered in due time.
(Makes a statement.)

2. Imperative sentence: Show me your photo album. /Can you please

lend me your book for a week? (Gives a command or makes a request.)

Interrogative sentence: Do you like this photo? (Asks a question.)

4. Exclamatory sentence: What a beautiful dress she is wearing! (feeling
of surprise)

W
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Exercise 7. Mark the following sentences as declarative, imperative,
interrogative, or exclamatory.

What an amazing achievement you've made!
How adorable those puppies are!
What a surprise to see you here!
The sun sets in the west.
She enjoys reading books in her free time.
Dogs bark when they hear unfamiliar sounds.
We are going on a vacation next week.
The flowers bloom beautifully in the springtime.
What time does the movie start?

. Can you help me with this math problem?

. Where did you go for your summer vacation?

. Have you finished your homework yet?

. Please close the door behind you.

. Clean your room before dinner.

. The sun sets beautifully over the horizon.

. I'love the smell of fresh rain in the air.

. Close the door before leaving.

. What time does the movie start?

. Are you feeling better today?

. Wow, what a stunning view!

NN B DD
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UNIT IV

NOUNS

TOPIC OVERVIEW

1. Definition and Function of Nouns

- What are nouns?

- The role of nouns in sentences

- Nouns as subjects, objects, and complements

2. Types of Nouns

- Common Nouns: General names for things (e.g., "'dog," "city,"”
"book").

- Proper Nouns: Specific names for people, places, or organizations
(e.g., "London," "John," "Microsoft").

- Concrete Nouns: Nouns that can be perceived with the senses (e.g.,
"apple," "music").

- Abstract Nouns: Nouns that represent ideas, qualities, or states (e.g.,
"love," ""freedom," "happiness").

- Collective Nouns: Nouns that refer to a group of individuals or things
as a single entity (e.g., "'team,"” ""family,"” "flock").

- Compound Nouns: Nouns made up of two or more words (e.g.,

"toothpaste," "mother-in-law," ""bus stop").

- Countable Nouns: Nouns that can be counted (e.g., "apple,"” "car,”

"idea").

- Uncountable (Mass) Nouns: Nouns that cannot be counted (e.g.,
"water," "information," "rice").

- Possessive Nouns: Nouns that show ownership (e.g., ""John's book,"
""the cat's toy").

3. Pluralization of Nouns

- Regular Plurals: Adding "-s" or "-es" to form plurals (e.g., "book"

— "books," ""box" — "boxes").
44

-Irregular Plurals: Nouns with unique plural forms (e.g., "man'' —

"men," "mouse'’ — "mice").
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- Foreign Plurals: Plural forms of nouns borrowed from other
languages (e.g., ""criterion'’’ — "criteria,” "analysis" — "analyses").

- Unchanging Nouns: Nouns that have the same form in both singular
and plural (e.g., ""sheep,” "species").

4. Noun Formation

- Derivation: Creating nouns from verbs, adjectives, or other nouns
using prefixes and suffixes (e.g., ""teach’ — '"teacher,” "happy" —
"happiness").

- Compounding: Forming nouns by combining two or more words (e.g.,
""'snowman," ""toothbrush").

- Conversion: Using a word as a noun without changing its form (e.g.,
"to run'' — "a run").

5. Noun Cases

- Nominative Case: This case is used for the subject of a sentence, the
person or thing performing the action. It identifies the subject.

- Accusative Case: This case is used for the direct object of a sentence,
the person or thing receiving the action. It identifies the direct object.

- Dative Case: This case is used for the indirect object of a sentence,
the person or thing benefiting from or affected by the action. It
identifies the indirect object.

- Genitive Case: This case indicates possession or relationship between
nouns. It shows ownership or relationships.

- Vocative Case: This case is used to directly address someone or
something. It is used for direct address.

6. Functions of Nouns in Sentences

- Subject: The doer of the action (e.g., ""The cat sleeps"’).

- Object: The receiver of the action (e.g., ""She read the book").

- Direct Object: Directly affected by the action (e.g., ""She kicked the
ball”).

- Indirect Object: Indirectly affected by the action (e.g., ""She gave John
a gift").

- Subject Complement: Renaming or describing the subject (e.g., ""He
is a teacher").

- Object Complement: Renaming or describing the object (e.g., ""They
elected her president").

- Appositive: A noun or noun phrase that renames another noun (e.g.,
"My friend, John, is here").
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7. Noun Modifiers

- Adjectives: Words that describe or modify nouns (e.g., "a red apple,”
""the tall man").

- Articles: Words that define nouns as specific or unspecific (e.g.,
che 144 "a 144 "an ")
$d p) hd

- Quantifiers: Words that indicate quantity or amount (e.g., ""'some,"
"many’ "o ew'l).

- Possessive Nouns and Pronouns: Showing ownership (e.g., ""John's
book,"” "my car").

- Prepositional Phrases as Modifiers: Modifying nouns with
prepositional phrases (e.g., ""The book on the table").

8. Possessive Nouns

- Forming Possessive Nouns: Adding "'s" or just an apostrophe (e.g.,
""the cat's toy," "the dogs' owner").

- Singular vs. Plural Possessives: Differentiating between singular and
plural ownership (e.g., ""the girl's book" vs. "the girls' books").

- Compound Nouns in Possessive Form: Forming the possessive of
compound nouns (e.g., "'my mother-in-law's car").

9. Compound Nouns

- Closed Form: Two words written together (e.g., '"notebook,"”
"basketball”).

- Hyphenated Form: Two or more words joined by hyphens (e.g.,

"mother-in-law," "'six-pack").

- Open Form: Separate words that function as a single noun (e.g., "post
office,” "'real estate").

10. Countable and Uncountable Nouns

- Countable Nouns: Nouns that can be counted and have a singular
and plural form (e.g., "apple," "car").

- Uncountable Nouns: Nouns that cannot be counted and usually have
only a singular form (e.g., "water,"” "advice").

- Quantifiers for Countable Nouns: (e.g., "'few," "many," "several”).

- Quantifiers for Uncountable Nouns: (e.g., "much,"” "little," "a lot

of"').

- Making Uncountable Nouns Countable: Using phrases like "a piece
of" (e.g., "a piece of advice,” "a bottle of water").
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11. Gender of Nouns

- Masculine Nouns: Nouns that refer to male entities (e.g., "actor,"”
"king").

- Feminine Nouns: Nouns that refer to female entities (e.g., ""actress,"
"queen'’).

- Common Gender: Nouns that can refer to both male and female
beings belong to the common gender. These nouns do not specify
gender and can be used for either sex.

- Gender-Neutral Nouns: Nouns that do not specify gender (e.g.,

"doctor,"” "parent”).

- Changing Gender Forms: (e.g., "'prince"” — "princess,” "hero" —
"heroine").

12. Proper Nouns

- Capitalization Rules: Capitalizing proper nouns (e.g., '""London,"”
"John").

- Proper Nouns as Titles: Titles of books, movies, and other works (e.g.,
"The Great Gatsby").

- Proper Nouns as Names of Days, Months, and Holidays: (e.g.,
"Monday,"” "December," ""Christmas").

- Using Articles with Proper Nouns: When to use "'the" with proper
nouns (e.g., "'the Nile," "'the United States"’).

13. Collective Nouns

- Definition and Examples: Nouns that refer to groups (e.g., ''team,"”

"family,"” "audience").

- Singular vs. Plural Verb Agreement: When collective nouns take
singular or plural verbs (e.g., ""The team is winning" vs. '"The team are
arguing among themselves").

- Common Collective Nouns: Lists and examples (e.g., "a flock of
birds," "a bunch of grapes").

14. Noun Phrases

- Structure of Noun Phrases: Head noun and its modifiers (e.g., ""the
big brown dog").

- Pre-modifiers and Post-modifiers: Adjectives, determiners, and
prepositional phrases modifying the noun

(e.g., "a very tall man,"” "the man with the hat").

- Noun Phrases as Subjects, Objects, and Complements: (e.g., ""The big
brown dog barked," ""She saw the big brown dog").
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15. Noun Clauses

- Definition and Function: Clauses that act as a noun in a sentence
(e.g., "What he said was surprising"’).

- Noun Clauses as Subjects: (e.g., ""What you do matters"’).

- Noun Clauses as Objects: (e.g., "I know that she is coming").

- Noun Clauses as Subject Complements: (e.g., '"The problem is that
we don't have enough time").

- Subordinating Conjunctions in Noun Clauses: Common words like
"that," "whether," "if"".

16. Nouns and Articles

- Definite Article (the): Specific reference (e.g., "'the car").

- Indefinite Articles (a, an): Non-specific reference (e.g., "a car").

- No Article: When nouns are used without articles (e.g., "I like
coffee").

- Articles with Countable and Uncountable Nouns: Rules and usage

17. Nouns and Dummy Subjects
- Identifying Subjects and Predicates

1. Definition and Function of Nouns

A noun is a part of speech that refers to a person, place, thing, or idea.
Nouns are often used to name subjects in a sentence but have different
functions in a sentence which are given below.

1. Nouns can act as the subject of a sentence, which is the entity
performing the action or being described. Example: "The cat sleeps on the
sofa." (Here, "cat" is the subject.)

2. Nouns can function as the object of a verb, which is the entity that
receives the action of the verb. Example: "She reads a book." (Here, "book"
is the object of the verb "reads.")

3. Complement: Nouns can serve as complements to provide more
information about the subject or object. Example: "She is a teacher." (Here,
"teacher" is a complement that describes the subject "She.")

4. Nouns can show ownership or possession through possessive forms.
Example: "John's car is new." (Here, "John's" shows possession of the car.)
5. Direct Address: Nouns can be used to address someone directly.
Example: "Lisa, can you help me with this?" (Here, "Lisa" is being directly
addressed.)
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2. Types of Nouns

Nouns can be classified into various types or categories, such as common
nouns (general names for things), proper nouns (specific names for people,
places, or organizations), abstract nouns (names for ideas or concepts), and
concrete nouns (names for things that can be perceived by the senses).

1. A common noun is the name of a group of similar things (man, woman,
table, book, window, etc.). They are further subdivided into animate and
inanimate nouns. Animate nouns refer to a person, animal, or any other
living creature (man, elephant, chicken, etc.). Inanimate nouns refer to
material objects (stone, wood, table, etc.).

2. Proper nouns, however, refer to the name of a single person, place, or
thing (John, Ahmed, London, etc.).

3. An abstract noun names an idea, event, quality, or concept (freedom,
love, courage, etc.).

4. Concrete nouns name something recognisable through the senses
(table, dog, house, etc.).

5. Compound nouns refer to two or more nouns combined to form a
single noun (sister-in-law, schoolboy, fruit juice, etc.).

6. Countable (or count) nouns have a singular and a plural form. In
plural, these nouns can be used with a number; they can be counted. (friends,
chairs, houses, boys, etc.)

7. Uncountable (or non-count) nouns, however, can only be used in the
singular. They can't be counted. (money, bread, water, coffee, etc.)

8. Collective nouns refer to words used to represent a group of people or
things.

Examples: committee, crowd, flock, audience, group, team, choir, committee,
police, crew, family, government... Collective nouns can take a singular or
plural verb.

e Singular if we consider the word to mean a single group or entity:
Our team is the best.

e Plural if we take the collective noun to mean a number of
individuals.

The crew are wearing new uniforms.

9. Possessive Nouns are Nouns that show ownership (e.g., "John's book,"
"the cat's toy").
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Exercise 1: Identify the nouns in the following sentences and say what
type they are.

John reads books in the library.

Love brings joy to many hearts.

The Great Wall stretches across China.
Happiness fills the room.

The police patrol the streets.

Time flies when you're having fun.
My dog chases squirrels in the park.
Music soothes the soul.

9. The United Nations convenes to discuss global issues.
10. Money can't buy happiness.

11. The jury deliberates the verdict.

12. The Eiffel Tower stands tall in Paris.
13. Laughter echoes through the halls.

14. A herd of cattle grazes in the field.

15. The President addresses the nation.

16. Friendship lasts a lifetime.

17. A flock of birds flies overhead.

18. Rain falls softly on the roof.

19. The Beatles revolutionised music.

20. The team celebrates their victory.
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3. Pluralization of Nouns

Singular and plural nouns: In order to change a singular noun to its plural
form in English, we can add "s" or "es." For example, the plural of book
is books. The plural of box is boxes. These are called regular plurals.
However, there are many nouns that do not follow this rule. For example,
the plural of fish is fish. The plural of tooth is teeth. These are irregular
plurals.

The plural form of most nouns is created simply by adding the letter "s.".

¢ more than one snake = snakes
*  more than one girl = girls

Nouns that end in /ch, x, s, z, or s/ sounds, however, will require es for the
plural:

e more than one witch = witches
e more than one box = boxes
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Nouns that end in a vowel + y take the letter s:

*  more than one boy = boys
*  more than one way = ways

Nouns that end in a consonant + y drop the y and take /ies/:

*  more than one baby = babies
*  more than one lorry = lorries

A lot of nouns that end in o take es in the plural:

*  more than one potato = potatoes
*  more than one hero = heroes

Plurals of nouns that end in /f/ or /fe/ usually change the f sound to v sound
and add s or -es.

e more than one knife = knives
¢ more than one leaf = leaves

¢ more than one hoof = hooves
e more than one life = lives

e more than one self = selves

There are several nouns that have irregular plural forms.

Singular Plural
fish fish
sheep sheep
barracks barracks
foot feet
goose geese
child children
mouse mice

Nouns ending in ‘is’ becoming ‘es’ in plural:

Singular Plural form
analysis analyses
crisis crises
diagnosis diagnoses
parenthesis parentheses

synopsis synopses
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Nouns ending in /on/ become /a/:

singular plural
criterion criteria
phenomenon phenomena

A handful of nouns appear to be plural in form but take the form of a
singular verb:

e The news is bad.
*  Gymnastics is fun to watch.
*  Economics, mathematics, and statistics are said to be difficult.

Some nouns never take the ‘s’ of the plural and are always singular:

*  Your luggage is so heavy.
» I'd like to buy new furniture for the house.
*  You can find more information on our website.

Exercise 2. Identify the singular and the plural nouns.

1. The cats chased the mouse.

2. A flock of birds flew over the fields.
3. The children played with their toys.
4. She bought a new dress.

5. The books are on the shelves.

6. The boys are playing soccer.

7. The lion roared in the zoo.

8. The ladies attended the meeting.

9. A glass of water is on the table.

10. The teachers are in the staff room.

Exercise 3. Convert the following singular nouns to their plural forms.

1. Dog

2. Baby
3. Leaf
4. Man
5. Goose
6. Box

7. Tooth
8. Person
9. Bus
10. Wolf
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Exercise 4. Convert the following plural nouns to their singular forms.

1. Cars

2. Mice

3. Lives

4. Children
5. Feet

6. Boxes

7. Teeth

8. People
9. Buses
10. Wolve

Exercise 5. Fill in the blanks with the correct singular or plural form of
the noun in parentheses.

1. There are many ------------ in the forest. (tree)

2. The ------------- is playing in the park. (children)
3. She has three ----------- at home. (cat)

4. Ifound a --------- on the ground. (penny)

5. The --------emmemo- is reading a book. (women)
6. The --------------—-- is sneaky. (foxes)

7. He has two ---------------—-—- . (foot)

8. The -—-------mmmmmmm- is crying. (baby)

9. A group of --------------—- is in the field. (deer)
10. The ------------m-emeemv is eating cheese. (mice)

Exercise 6. Match the singular noun with its correct plural form.

1. Child Men

2. Tooth Tomatoes
3. Mouse Fish

4. Tomato Children
5. Fish Mice

6. Sheep Geese

7. Person Feet

8. Man Teeth

9. Foot Persons
10. Goose Sheep
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Exercise 7: Correct the sentences by changing the singular nouns to
plural or vice versa as needed:

1. The boy has many toys.

2. The tree is losing its leaf.

3. She has a collection of stamps.

4. The baby is sleeping.

5. A group of deer was in the field.

6. The books are on the shelf.

7. He has three brothers.

8. The student is reading their books.

9. The city is known for its many bridges.
10. The cat is chasing the mice.

Exercise 8. Rewrite the sentences by changing the singular nouns to
their plural forms.

1. The child is playing in the yard.
2. A flower bloomed in the garden.
3. The bird is singing in the tree.

4. The student is studying hard.

5. The book is on the desk.

6. The car is parked in the garage.

7. The teacher is giving a lecture.

8. The apple is on the table.

9. The cat is sleeping on the couch.
10. The dog is barking at the stranger.

4. Noun Formation

Noun formation involves creating nouns from other parts of speech or from
different structures. Here are some common ways nouns are formed:

1. Many nouns are derived from verbs. These nouns often represent the
action or the result of the action expressed by adding suffixes such as *-er*
or *-or*: Example: "teacher" (from "teach"), "actor" (from "act"). *-ing*:
Represents the action or process. Example: "swimming" (from "swim"),
"writing" (from "write"). *-tion*, *-sion*, *-ment*: Often used to indicate
the result of an action. Example: "celebration" (from "celebrate"),
"expansion" (from "expand"), "development" (from "develop").



