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EDITORS’ NOTE 
 
 
 
Climate Change Threats to National Development and Policy Options for 
Kenya: Essays in honor of Professor Richard Samson Odingo is a treatise 
on the impacts of climate change on the global natural environment, the 
human environment, and related human livelihood systems, as well as 
human security issues, to mention a few global concerns. The contributions 
reflect his long and illustrious career in climate science and geographical 
information in general. The late Professor Odingo taught and researched 
climatology, economic geography, agricultural geography, in which he did 
his doctoral thesis, geomorphology and remote sensing and the geographical 
information system. His role in the climate change debate spans more than 
three decades, most of them as vice chair of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC). Two of his contributions that remain unchallenged 
are the papers on “The abnormal and unseasonal rains in East Africa” 
published in 1961 and “We can’t solve poverty until we stop climate 
change” in 2006. 

Climate change has attracted international and national conferences, 
workshops, symposia, and protocols that are directed to generate new 
research tools and an emerging policy agenda for its mitigation and 
adaptation strategies that are locality-specific. In this context, universities 
and research institutions mandated to generate knowledge and disseminate 
such information that have become innovation hubs for climate change 
related issues will find the publication useful. 

The audience of this book is broadly the primary and secondary markets 
and university teaching, with a research and innovation scope. The primary 
market includes university students and teaching staff who take and research 
the different aspects of climate change regimes, measurements, prediction 
and early warning techniques, adaptation strategies, etc. On the other hand, 
policy-makers and regional planners in government, and other personnel 
relating to security services, environmental conservation, rural settlements, 
and urbanization and its effects would find the book beneficial. International 
agencies, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and community-based 
organizations, with an interest in determinants of the environment, 
community development, human security, and provision of basic services 
will find the book suitable for their work. 

With regard to secondary markets, regional and international libraries 
will need the book for public readership. While universities in East Africa 
and the rest of the world should stock copies in their libraries and 
recommend it as a reference text for the various university teaching courses 
on climatology and meteorology syllabi for students. Finally, community-
based organisations dealing with humanitarian aid in situations of frequent 
floods, droughts and extreme temperature effects, also need such 
information for their planning activities. 
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CHAPTER 1 

KENYA’S SECOND NOBEL LAUREATE: 
AN INTERVIEW WITH 

PROF. RICHARD SAMSON ODINGO 

JEREMIAH OGONDA ASAKA 
SAM HOUSTON STATE UNIVERSITY AND AN ALUMNUS OF  
THE UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS BOSTON’S GLOBAL 

GOVERNANCE AND HUMAN SECURITY PHD PROGRAM 

 
 
 

Abstract 

In today’s world, wicked problems such as global environmental challenges 
present a serious governance and human security challenge. Over the past 
three decades, climate change, loss of biodiversity, and desertification have 
emerged as arguably the three most prominent global environmental 
problems of the 21st century. Prof. Richard S. Odingo made a considerable 
contribution in the context of understanding and responding to these global 
environmental problems particularly climate change at the local and global 
levels. This chapter aims to highlight his numerous contributions and bring 
to the fore some of his last thoughts on such current topics as climate action, 
among others. The chapter is primarily based on a thematic analysis of 
interview data collected by the author during his PhD fieldwork in Kenya 
in 2016. The chapter documents the late professor’s thoughts on a variety 
of salient topics including climate change adaptation/mitigation, 
community conservancies, pastoralism, the clean development mechanism, 
the science-policy interface, and sustainable development, among others. 
The chapter also documents rarely documented instances of real-time 
mentoring of graduate students by the departed academic giant. 
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Keywords/phrases: Global environmental problems, climate change, 
biodiversity, desertification, pastoralism, land use change, sustainable 
development, mentoring PhDs, Kenya 

Introduction 

Nairobi, Kenya serves as the headquarters of the United Nations 
Environment Program (UNEP) – the world’s leading environment agency. 
In a country that plays host to the world’s leading environmental 
governance agency, it is not far-fetched to imagine having two citizens who 
are environment-themed Nobel Prize awardees. But there is no need to even 
imagine this because Kenya is home to two such laureates. The one that 
often readily comes to mind is the late Prof. Wangari Muta Maathai 
(Anbarasan, 2010). The other is the late Prof. Richard S. Odingo - a 2007 
Nobel Peace Prize Laureate (shared)1 -. who served as the vice chairman of 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) when the 
institution was awarded a Nobel Prize shared with the former U.S. Vice 
President Al Gore.2  

This chapter is about Prof. Richard Samson Odingo, his scholarly 
contributions, and his thoughts on a variety of topics. The chapter aims to 
document some of his last thoughts on current and topical issues before his 
untimely demise (refer to IPCC, 2021 for his obituary). Through such 
documentation, the author hopes to add to the emerging body of literature 
focused on highlighting and understanding the scholarly contributions of the 
late professor. The chapter takes on a dialogue/conversational format to, 
among other things, preserve the authenticity of the late professor’s 
thoughts.  

The conversation between the author and the late professor revolves 
around global environmental concerns including, but not limited to, climate 
change – one of the late professor’s pet subjects. The interview upon which 
the chapter is based was conducted and recorded by the author in 2016 at 
the University of Nairobi during his PhD fieldwork in Kenya.  

The chapter is organized into four main sections namely, the 
introduction, methods, findings and discussion, and conclusion. In the next 
section, the chapter’s methodological aspects are described in detail. 

 
1 The Nobel Peace Prize 2007 https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/2007/sum-
mary/. 
2 The Nobel Peace Prize 2007 https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/2007/sum-
mary/. 
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Methods and Approach 

This chapter is based on qualitative data collected in the summer of 2016 
during the author’s PhD fieldwork in Kenya. The chapter is specifically 
based on a key informant interview conducted by the author in Prof. Richard 
S. Odingo’s University of Nairobi office. This is arguably one of the last, if 
not the very last, recorded academically oriented interview(s) the good old 
professor gave before his untimely demise.  

The key informant interview was conducted, recorded, processed, 
analyzed and used in this chapter in accordance with the research ethics and 
compliance guidelines under Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval 
number 2016043 at the University of Massachusetts Boston and Kenya’s 
National Commission for Science, Technology, and Innovation 
(NACOSTI) research permit number NACOSTI/P/16/62157/11713.  

Interview data processing and analysis proceeded as follows. First, a 
transcript of the audio-recorded interview was generated by manually 
transcribing the entire interview aided by a combination of iTunes and an 
MS Word processor. Second, the Word file containing the interview 
transcript was then saved in the author’s password-protected OneDrive 
where the audio file is safely kept as well. Third, the author created and 
saved an MS Word copy of the interview transcript that was then subjected 
to a first cycle of manual coding using emergent themes including public 
participation, climate change, the clean development mechanism, the Kyoto 
protocol, sustainable development, pastoralism, urbanization, land use 
change, colonialism, human-wildlife conflict, resource related conflict, 
mentoring, land degradation, the science-policy interface, proliferation of 
small arms, advice, and inspiration among others. Fourth, the emergent 
themes were then grouped into the following eight major categories 
employed in the second cycle of coding: (1) community-based natural 
resource management/governance, (2) challenges to pastoralism, (3) 
education and sustainability in the context of community wildlife 
conservancy, (4) exploitation of the nomadic people, (5) human-wildlife 
conflict and related resource-based conflict, (6) climate change action, (7) 
the science-policy interface, and (8) advice for PhD students and inspiration 
for current and future generations. The second cycle of coding was central 
in finding patterns and framing a coherent narrative around the key themes 
contained in the interview data (Saldaña, 2016). The next section of the 
chapter presents the findings and discussion, which is organized around 
these eight major thematic categories. 
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Findings and Discussion 

This section presents the chapter’s findings and discussion. But before tak-
ing a deep dive into the substantive aspects of the section, it is important to 
note here that, at the time of this interview, the good old professor was bat-
tling a mild cough. Nevertheless, he insisted that I go ahead with the inter-
view despite my request to push it back to a later date to allow him time to 
recover. He saw the interview as a way of paying forward and/or giving 
back to society despite his already several decades of excellent service lo-
cally and internationally.  

The rest of this section presents the thoughts of the late professor on a 
variety of current and topical issues ranging from climate action to advice 
on how to finish a PhD. The section proceeds as follows. The first subsec-
tion presents his thoughts on community-based natural resource manage-
ment/governance in the context of Kenya. The second subsection presents 
his thoughts on the challenges facing pastoralism in Kenya. The third sub-
section details his thoughts on education and sustainability in the context of 
community wildlife conservancy with reference to Kenya. The fourth sub-
section documents his thoughts on the exploitation of the nomadic people 
in the Kenyan context. The fifth subsection details his thoughts on human-
wildlife conflict and related resource-based conflict. The sixth subsection 
highlights his thoughts on climate change action at the global and local lev-
els with a particular focus on Kenya. The seventh subsection reveals his 
thoughts on the science-policy interface with a particular focus on the cli-
mate change issue area. Finally, the eighth subsection documents some of 
his advice for PhD students and offers inspiration for future generations.  

Apart from the subsection headers, the rest of this section of the chapter 
is structured in an interview format with interviewer and interviewee por-
tions denoted by italicization and non-italicization, respectively. In other 
words, italicized words/phrases denote the interviewer while non-italicized 
words/phrases denote the interviewee. 

On community-based natural resource 
management/governance 

What’s your take on community-based natural resource management/gov-
ernance particularly how it is practiced in Kenya? 
 
I think Kenya has moved ahead in the last 10 to 15 years. The government 
has come to a realization that you can’t talk about development from the 
city. You must go to the rural areas... to the communities and get their view 



Kenya’s Second Nobel Laureate 5 

about development. Even if you go with money, you need to convince them 
that the money is being used for their own good. Therefore, it is very im-
portant to get the trust of the community.  

In this regard, there is work being done now by universities like this one, 
our university3. You see we’re working on a project which is dealing with 
the Maasai... Maasai Mara. Maasai Mara is a very complicated ecosystem, 
which is surviving but completely threatened. Maasai land during the Brit-
ish colonial period was put as a reserve and non-Maasai people were pro-
hibited from accessing the area unless they secured an entry permit from the 
colonial administration. This was the reality across the pastoral regions of 
Kenya including the Turkana area. You know, this was the colonial ap-
proach. That you do not disturb them [the pastoralists]. They keep their way 
of life. And you can only go there with permission. In fact, I was amazed 
that Dr. Leakey4, when we went to see him last week, was telling us that 
first you had to get permission from the government [to visit the Maasai 
Mara area during the colonial period]. 

So, things have changed. Under the new dispensation, (referring to the 
period following the promulgation of Kenya's 2010 Constitution to date) the 
pastoralists want to participate. And you know, today we have a devolved 
system of government which has given the counties like Kajiado, Narok... 
and of course when we talk about Laikipia, really, we are talking about the 
Maasai because they are the same people.  

And even though they are not very well educated they are beginning to 
feel that they must not miss the bus. And so, successive administrations have 
been forced to pay attention to their needs. And of course, you do it by com-
munity. Like in this work that we are doing, you look at what we are saying 
about the Mararianda Community [refer to Ayiemba & Owuor, 2015 for 
more on this work]. [We are] encouraging pastoralist communities to be-
come part of the movement towards sustainable development. But we agree 
that they are far behind. Because they still regard pastoralism as very im-
portant. And you see pastoralism requires a lot of land. 

Challenges to pastoralism 

In the neighborhood of Nairobi, this idea of pastoralism is beginning to 
break down. For example, between here5 and Namanga, there is a lot of 
encroachment by agriculturalists on the pastoral areas. They are buying up 

 
3 This refers to the University of Nairobi. 
4 This refers to the now late Dr. Richard Leakey.  
5 This refers to Nairobi. 
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land. Urbanization also plays a role. I don’t know whether the same scenario 
is playing out in your area of study.  
 
Yes, I have encountered the same. Archer’s Post – where I am based while 
conducting fieldwork in Samburu – is a small market center. But because of 
tourism and the presence of a British army camp6, etc., it is growing at a 
fast pace. And the Moyale road – the new road to the Kenya-Ethiopia border 
– goes through the place. All these contribute to its growth and expansion. 
The developments happening in Turkana, Marsabit... the wind power [plant 
construction] ... oil [drilling]. There are very many investors coming from 
outside to invest mainly in energy and stuff like that... solar... wind... so ur-
banization is creeping in. 
 
Yeah. In fact, I am so happy you have mentioned this. It is one factor that is 
going to change the lives of the nomadic people. And one thing I wanted to 
tell you is that there are people who sneak into these pastoralist areas... and 
they buy land. And sometimes they buy very large pieces of land, which is 
not controlled. It really should be controlled by the government. But the 
government is also... you know now they have gone to the County idea. So, 
they say that each County should manage their own affairs. And I don’t 
know the area where you are working, where is the County headquarters? 
 
Maralal 
 
Maralal. If you’re going to Maralal do you follow Thomsons Falls? 
 
There are at least two ways that one can use to get to Maralal. From Nairobi 
you can follow Nyahururu. Then Rumuruti. And then you go up to Maralal. 
Alternatively, you can go through Nanyuki. Then Isiolo. And then you go to 
Archer’s Post where I am [based].7 Then Wamba. And then from Wamba 
you go all the way up to Maralal. So, there are two main routes that you 
can use to get to Maralal. But the roads in Samburu County are in a very 
bad state/condition. 
 
No. You know the problem that we have is, like the British when they were 
here, they did not consider the need for roads in Maasai land... Other than 
dirt roads for people going to shoot wild animals. But now things have 
changed and the pastoralists, they are being dragged into the national affairs. 

 
6 British Army Training in Kenya (BATUK).  
7 I lived in Archer’s Post during my fieldwork. 
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Of course, they’re yelling. They are not in full sync with the rest of the 
country. But some politicians are taking advantage of the new Counties, lit-
erally to put the pastoralists in their pocket. This one you should be careful 
of when you use it.  
 
Ok. 
 
Yeah, but that is happening. So... 
 
Are the politicians attempting to radicalize the pastoralists? 
 
Yeah. So, that’s really what’s happening. And in the case of Nairobi... Kaji-
ado, I wanted to tell you that the land is being bought in very large quantities 
by the agriculturalists and urban developers. For example, between here8 
and Kajiado, there are some parts which have been completely overtaken.  

Initially, overtaken... I mean sold or taken by agricultural interests. But 
the people who are buying the land they are not really interested in agricul-
ture. They are interested in urbanization.  
 
So, agriculture is just an entry point?  
 
Yes, they use agriculture as an entry point. So, this one is really impacting 
the communities in a bad way. I wouldn’t say it is in a good way. In other 
words, the communities are actually being swindled. I don’t know what is 
happening in Laikipia, but I believe it is the same. 
 
It is probably getting worse in Samburu too. Because in Samburu... Sam-
buru is in three parts. There’s the north, central and east. So, the east and 
north are predominantly group ranches. The central is a mix of group 
ranches and private land, which are owned by the big shots.  
 
The big shots like Kaparo.9 
 
Yes. 
 
I know Kaparo is one of the biggest ranchers there. The former speaker of 
the National Assembly. 
 

 
8 This refers to Nairobi. 
9 Ole Kaparo is a Kenyan lawyer and former speaker of the Kenyan parliament (to-
day known as the National Assembly). 
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Yes, and I think the Lesirmas of this world and some white guys too are up 
there. And some former military officers. The central area has an area that’s 
very fertile. Green and lush. You’d think you’re in Kericho. Like during my 
recent trip to Samburu, I found that the east is dry but central is very green. 
Yes, so people are buying land. In the east I was made aware of a big land 
scandal. The land adjudication officers are down in the east where I am 
based. Somebody bought land from a group ranch and sold it for about Ksh. 
70 million. I don’t know how big the land is. And then he used the money to 
build a house in Maralal. So, he has a big plaza in Maralal. So, now he is 
no longer owning that land because he sold it to some other person. 

The land was bought in the east. Sold in the east. And proceeds of the 
sale invested in the central. In Maralal town. So, privatizing of the group 
ranches is becoming a big issue and the urbanization you were saying, I am 
realizing that people are beginning to fence their properties. You build a 
nice house and fence it.  
 
This is exactly the same as what we are noticing in the southern rangelands. 
You find it here. About fencing. Most of the fencing is done by agricultur-
alists. Because they come into a pastoral area [and] they may not have live-
stock themselves. So, they are keeping away the pastoralists [and their live-
stock] by fencing.  

On education and sustainability in the context  
of community wildlife conservancy 

Two things are apparent. One thing that is clear now, at least to me, is the 
correlation between poverty, a low level of education, and wildlife conser-
vation. What I mean is that much of Kenya’s wildlife conservation happens 
in regions with high poverty rates and low literacy levels as far as formal 
education goes. The other thing that is apparent based on my preliminary 
research findings is that, as literacy levels and economic outlook improve 
in these regions, private property ownership is gradually but surely taking 
root. In other words, educated and economically well-off pastoralists are 
ditching communal land ownership in favor of private land ownership, driv-
ing the noted rise in the breaking up of group ranches into individual par-
cels of land. What does this portend for the future of conservation models 
such as community wildlife conservancy, which depend very much on com-
munal land ownership? To give a bit more context, a trend I am observing 
in my research in Kenya’s northern rangelands is that education affords 
Samburu pastoralists – the population that my dissertation work focuses on 
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– better economic prospects in life and those who are economically success-
ful tend to embrace private property ownership including private land. The 
community wildlife conservancy model is premised on the idea that land 
should be communally owned/managed. But once pastoralists are educated 
and they start owning private property, how sustainable is this model? So, 
if education leads to private land ownership, what does it mean for the sus-
tainability of the community conservancy model? It seems, at least to me, 
that the community wildlife conservancy model practiced in Kenya’s north-
ern rangelands only thrives because of the current poverty or impoverish-
ment of pastoral communities in the region including Samburu, Rendile, and 
Turkana among others. I would appreciate your thought(s) on this.  
 
It is a problem. We cannot deal with it now. But somebody will have to deal 
with it. Because, you see, according to the Constitution of Kenya, education 
is now a right, particularly primary education. And plans are underway to 
make secondary education a right as well in the next five years or so. And 
you know, once again they are exploited. When I was talking to this lady10, 
I mentioned to her the fact that between here11 and Namanga there are ex-
ploiters who are neither agriculturalists nor pastoralists but just want to own 
land. So, they are purchasing large parcels of land for very little money.  

Exploitation of the nomadic people 

So, there are swindlers. And these are some of the people who are encour-
aging the breakup of group ranches. I know in Samburu it is still not so bad. 
  
It is still not so bad. There is a group of Samburu elites who are pro-group 
ranches. Because they see that their people are not financially literate. So, 
when you give them money, the money doesn’t make sense to them, and they 
end up misusing it. This makes them a prime target for swindlers. But there 
is a group of elites who are pro-subdivision. So, like you say, it is a big 
challenge. But Samburu is still... I don’t think it has gotten to the levels you 
describe with regards to Kajiado or Narok.  
 
You know there was one time, I went to the Magadi area to see the Maasai 
land. And we found the hotel which they have there and about eight Maasai 

 
10 This refers to one of the good old professor’s graduate students who walked into 
the office when I was conducting the interview. 
11 This refers to Nairobi. 
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landowners who used to be part of the group ranches. These eight landown-
ers had sold their land and now the only thing they are doing is drinking. 
They are perpetually drunk. And you know when you are drunk you can get 
away with anything, but also lose everything. So, they have lost their land. 
Some of them don’t have any more land. Alcoholism is now destroying 
them. It is very sad. It is exploitation of the nomadic people.  
 
But these people who are buying the land, are they predominantly Kenyans? 
Or is it a mix of Kenyans and foreigners? Do you have an idea of the people 
buying land? 
 
Foreigners are restricted. Kenyans can buy land anywhere. Although in the-
ory they are supposed to buy land within their county, but there is a phrase 
which is being used to enable people to buy land anywhere. And one of the 
areas which they have targeted is pastoralists’ land. So, they are really 
breaking up the community through land purchase. What they have done... 
I think there has been an effort to survey the land. Look at the group ranches. 
Those that want to break up, once the land has been surveyed, they get titles.  
 
Individual titles? 
 
Yes. Individual titles. And when they have got the individual title, this is 
what they dispose of very quickly. And then they are stuck. So, there is 
exploitation of the nomadic people. And you find that the nomadic people 
are still keeping their culture in terms of marriage and things like that. Mo-
rans roaming around. During the moran season, you know, the circumcision, 
the morans just stay in the bush. And of course, they need a lot of money 
because they are eating meat all the time. They slaughter the animals and so 
on. So, after each round of moran creation, you find that there are commu-
nities which are really in a mess. And this is what is leading to the breakup 
of the group ranches. As a matter of fact, I was here12 as Professor in this 
office in the 1970s when they had made proposals for the group ranches. 
And now I have seen what has happened. It is terrible.  
 
Yeah, it is a very sad thing. I was seeing something in my field site. On a 
group ranch, there are two kinds of people. There are the elites. And then 
the non-elite mwananchi. 
 
Normal pastoralists, yeah. 

 
12 This refers to the University of Nairobi. 
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So, you look at them and you just see a difference. 
 
There is a difference. 
 
There is a big difference. I doubt whether the group ranches are going to 
last even in Samburu either. 
 
No. The group ranches are more or less broken down. I don’t know if you 
can look up this gentleman. We did a paper together. He is called Wayumba. 
Professor Wayumba. He has written quite a lot on group ranches. 
 
Thank you for the recommendation. I’ll look up his work. 
 
So, you see, one of the things we were looking at is how we can assist these 
communities to educate them, actually. Including [educating them on] the 
value of land, and livestock. And when you come to livestock, we have a 
new development, which is very exploitative. It looks so good on the sur-
face. Conservancy. It looks very nice, but it is destroying the environment. 
Because conservancies are really working with foreigners. You could say 
the landowners are the Maasai or Samburu. But these foreigners come and 
say, give me your land for three or four or five years and we will work as a 
conservancy. Because they need the cleared areas, so that they cut down the 
vegetation. They leave the place completely wild. And these wild areas are 
where [there is] grazing by the... first of all, their own livestock and then the 
wildlife.  
 
Now what they do is they encourage the pastoralists to sell their livestock. 
So, it is a real system of exploitation. They give them some nominal money 
every month. And it is not enough. 
 
In Samburu, some told me they get Ksh. 1000 every year when they have 
their annual general meeting. Ksh. 1000 in one year. 
 
That’s nothing. So, there is... we are going through a very difficult period 
because of this kind of exploitation. We had a talk with Dr. Leakey, he is 
not in favor of the conservancies. It is very problematic. And it is leading to 
the destruction of the environment. Because there is a conflict between the 
pastoralists and the conservancy owners. You see, the conservancy owners 
are interested in tourism. They bring the tourists to look at the elephants 
and, you know, the wildebeest and what have you. But they leave the land 
desolate.  
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Then the women in these areas return to charcoal burning because they 
think they have found a ready-made way of getting cash. So, one of the 
things that shocked us when we were in the field last year was to find that 
the women are very much involved in clearing the land. 
 
Is this Narok area? 
 
Yeah. Narok area. And then bringing charcoal to Nairobi. And the same is 
happening in Kajiado. Some years ago, we were doing research in Kajiado, 
and in fact it is the same. So, they make charcoal, and they bring it to Nai-
robi. 

And they have the beading enterprise. Do you think this is helping or would 
you consider it swindling as well?  

I think it is a way to stop the migrations [mobility associated with pastoral-
ism]. Really, the people are slaves. Seriously speaking, they’re slaves. So, 
they try to settle them and make them feel that if they make beads, they will 
sell some to the tourists. But the aim of the conservancy is really to use the 
land. Really, it is exploitation of the land.  

I don’t know who designed this conservancy idea. It was not Dr. Leakey 
because when Dr. Leakey was in charge of KWS13 he was trying to use the 
areas for different kinds of development. Anyway, as you say now there are 
new considerations like windmills and what have you on the energy side. 
But if you are doing an estimation of energy produced – modern energy, 
wind energy and so on, and then the use of charcoal, for the people... not 
just the people who live in the community but Nairobi – you find that these 
people are really running at a loss. And the environment is being degraded 
at the same time. 

It looks wonderful on the surface. You know they have bought Land 
Rovers. They go around with tourists, and they really cut down the vegeta-
tion. So, in that way they really are degrading the land.  

Human-wildlife conflict and related  
resource-based conflict 

So, maybe we can now talk about human-wildlife conflict? What is your take 
on it especially having been in the field for a long time? The problem of 

 
13 This refers to the Kenya Wildlife Service. 
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human-wildlife conflict in Kenya and particularly in the rangelands. What 
are some of the drivers? And how can it be addressed? 
 
You see, the issue was partly solved, at least in theory, by the system of 
compensation. That if wildlife destroys your farm, for example, that is ag-
riculturalists, then you would be compensated. But the compensation is 
nothing. 
  
And it is not forthcoming, at least, based on what I am being told on the 
ground. 
 
Yeah. It is not forthcoming. You’re right. So, we have put more emphasis 
on wildlife and less on grazing, pastoralism. Grazing under the old order, 
made a lot of sense. Because the Maasai and Samburu [among others] 
owned all this land including Nairobi and so on. And during the dry season 
they would move to areas where there was good grazing [pastureland]. And 
when the rains came back then they would return. So, they had this pasto-
ralism with a purpose using the natural forces. But this has now been com-
pletely broken down by the introduction of conservancies.  

And then at one stage... you see the government policy has been shifting. 
There was this time they introduced... Excuse me let me just get some water. 

 
It’s ok. I think after this one we can stop and then take a break. 
 
No. No. You can bring one or two more... 
 
Ok. You were saying there was a policy shift at some point. 
 
Yes, there has been a shift in government policy from the days of keeping 
pastoralist areas – arid and semi-arid – as closed districts. Actually, they 
were called closed districts. The northeastern province of Kenya was a 
closed district.  

Then the next stage was the provision of watering places for the nomadic 
people. And this brought the pastoralists together. But the problem which 
came with it is there was overgrazing. Very severe overgrazing around the 
water points. But during the colonial period and the first 30 years after in-
dependence, the idea was to develop the ranches all over including the So-
malia border. So, this was the idea and the government put a lot of invest-
ment in watering points for livestock.  

Then came the stage of group ranches. Because the rest of the country 
was busy doing the subdivision of the land and land consolidation. And 
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when land consolidation was being done in the high potential areas, in the 
pastoralist areas they were encouraging the development of group ranches. 
In other words, they were now promising to take care of the pastoralists. 
The group ranches were registered under various groups. But it was very 
difficult to administrate. 

So that was another stage.  
Now, of course, there’s the stage where there’s the breakup of the group 

ranches. In fact, the group ranches which are remaining are very few now. 
So, like what we are seeing here in the Maasai Mara ecosystem, nomadic 
pastoralism remains a dominant form of livelihood where pastoralists align 
their livelihoods with changing climatic conditions and so on and so forth. 
So, this is our observation. And then, you see, there is the encouragement 
of the communities – pastoralist communities – to keep practicing pastoral-
ism. And you know, one of the things they do is after a very bad drought, 
the pastoralists raid each other. They have cattle raiding. And there are a lot 
of rifles in that area... in the pastoral areas such as Laikipia and others. So, 
they raid their neighbors and the neighbors also stage counterraids. They 
have AK47s. And sometimes, as in the last two years, they fight with the 
police. They kill the policemen. 
  
I remember the Baragoi incident.14 Up north in Samburu. 
 
Yes. They kill the policemen. Because traditionally, when they return from 
their wandering, they want to restock because the livestock die in very large 
numbers. When the wet season comes back, the pastoralists want to restock. 

On climate change action: “there’s a lack of  
seriousness in making a big difference” 

Finally, we can talk about climate change – arguably one of your favorite 
pet subjects. Perhaps we can begin with the Kenyan context and scale it up 
from there. What’s your take on what Kenya has done, is doing, or plans to 
do with regard to engagement in climate change talks as well as a response 
to climate change? 
 
Kenya is a little bit more moderate when it comes to a response to climate 
change. And because of the existence of the UNEP in Kenya, the developed 
countries like to show that they are doing something in Kenya. So, there is 

 
14 https://theworld.org/stories/2012-11-16/after-massacre-police-army-moves-
Northern-Kenya. 


