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One of the most remarkable skills of the enlighteimgellect is its ability
to withdraw without disengaging and vice versa. Theellect feels
constrained to pause and contemplate, to encontiigsarate elements of
experience, to analyze and synthesize, to assedgwh organic view of
life; the intellect becomes even more sharply avediies own nature in the
context of history that shapes it and is shapedt.biylore than this, it
intuits the pervasive and all-encompassing prooéske human spirit we
call civilization even while it serves as the ldgeagent.

—Es’kia Mphahlele
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INTRODUCTION

This is a comparative study of Brazilian and SoAfhican racial
policies and concepts during the first half of thentieth century, and
how they are reflected in the literature of bothroies, particularly in the
novels of Alan Paton, Jorge Amado, Lima Barreto Bater Abrahams.

As Marc Bloch and Lucien Febvre proposed, “histierg daughter of
its own time.” This means that history is tightignmected to the historians
and the time during which they are writing. Not yotthe exact moment
when the act of writing is done, but also the peasdhistory of the
historian interferes with his or her choice of @dbj theoretical analysis
and sources.

For more than fifty years, the ideas of Bloch hanfienced the way
history has been read, written and taught. Abanmdpnpositivist
tendencies and linearity, he defended an appraeclose up considering
human activity, inthe making of historythe interdisciplinary approach
and the use of multiple sources of documents. BilL18loch wrote a book
about French medieval history using literature las tain source to
understand the daily lives of ordinary people ia tountry. By doing this,
he proposed an analysis of the society mindsetthadpurposes that
motivated the actions in the past, along with ficgttions, reason and
causes. It was the beginning of thistory of mentalities.

In the journalAnnales he defines history as a science of the present.

The historian’s job, as he contends, starts whéshhefaces what remains
of the past. The remains can be documents, butngieis do not speak
for themselves; the historian must know how to rimet them. That
means that every research result in history is esise of the past,
depending on the researcher's own history, the irsmtnat he or she
faced, the choices that were made when selectsnddbuments and, most
of all, what questions were asked to these docusnent

As such it is important to emphasize that this wisrkvritten by a
Brazilian historian who could be classified durittge apartheid era in
South Africa as a “colored woman” and in Brazilaa$morena®. In both
cases it means that the author has both black &itd ancestors.

The research project was conceived at the Uniyesit Pretoria,
South Africa, during the academic year 2004-5, dexkloped during the
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following years until 2007. The process of investign included efforts to
understand South African history and culture, andeavaluation of
Brazilian cultural history.

The first thing that attracts the attention (andagity) of a Brazilian
visiting or living in South Africa is the issue ohce, and how this is
predominant in South African daily life. In the samway, a newcomer to
Brazil will notice that Brazilians rarely talk abioigsues linked to racism.
Over the years, the image of Brazil as a placeawittacial conflicts has
attracted tourists and scholars, many of whom fotlnad the image was
just an illusion and that racism is also an impurtgssue in Brazilian
society.

Brazilian society has its own way of coping witltied issues on its
own terms, which can be misunderstood by tourista dess attentive
researcher. Race is in fact a big problem in Bramid has been since
colonial times, and it also contributes to soclitical and economic
exclusion. According to the 2004 census, about d6agent of Brazil's
population of 180 million were of African descén¥et Afro-Brazilians
are under-represented in all sectors of society assult of systematic
racial discrimination — associated with poverty dadk of access to
education — in contrast with the well-publicizedtmgf Brazil as a racial
democracy.

To make comparisons is a difficult task and caro die very
unfortunate, since on the one hand the subjeaiséstion would never be
pleased with the judgment of an outsider, consigeiti obtuse, or on the
other with the judgment of their peers, consideiiings treason. Despite
honest efforts made to obtain a basic understandin§outh African
history, there could be no comparison with the eigpee of having been
born in Brazil and having studied its history fooma than twenty years.
Therefore, | am far from accomplishing a balancedvwedge of the
history and historiography of both countries.

Coetzee is suspicious about outsiders studyingtlaidrin South
Africa, particularly historians who, he declareangot expand their work
beyond comparisons between different countriesranil policies® The
author believes that to understand what it wastbkiéve under the regime
of racial segregation, one must have lived themil&ly, to understand
the disguises and masks of Brazilian racism, p$sié&b have been raised in
Brazil and it helps even more to be part of theypaon discriminated
against. | am considering the racial issue as dungivery sensitive for
both societies — a minefield, one might say, ool kand, for those who
prefer the biblical approach.
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Debates and informal discussions comparing Bramil @outh Africa
can lead to discussions about racial segregatigheirAfrican country, in
comparison to the relative tolerance of mixed refet and marriages
among Brazilians and the absence of segregatios. ldowever, the
numbers show that more black South Africans hawessto university
than Brazilian& During the twentieth century South African litena
included a larger number of black authors in litera and in academia,
even during the apartheid regime, while Brazil @arpoint to more than
half a dozen.

Laws and statistics have a limited capacity to &ixpla topic so
involved in feelings and perceptions. That is wimythis particular work,
the similarities of and differences between thetSa@drican and Brazilian
answers to the racial questions are analyzed thrahg literature of a
particular time in the history of both countries.

As it focuses on comparing racism in South Africad 8Brazil by
analyzing eight novels written between 1909 and3li®4t discuss racism,
the aim is to examine the phenomenon in these twieties and the way
it was reflected in the novels of two white auther8lan Paton and Jorge
Amado — and two black authors: Afonso Henrique LBaareto and Peter
Henry Abrahams.

Paton’s novel<ry, the beloved countr§1948) and Too late, the
Phalarope(1953§ use the theme of racial segregation in South Afaind
its consequences of social, economic and poliggalusion as a basis for
their stories, while the selected novels of Amadd&eara Vermelha
(1946f andJubiaba (1934-35¥° — explore social, political and economic
segregation in Brazil during the authoritarian neid Getilio Vargas.

On the other hand, the works of Lima Barreto, palérly
Recordacdes do Escrivdo Isaias Camir{ti@09)* and Clara dos Anjos
(1922)1? approach racism via the Brazilian mentality andraxe how
this contributes to social and economic exclusfdrde is a lonely voice in
a society that denies discrimination and segregati a time when no
other black or colored novelists in Brazil were qanating their views of
this problem.

This was certainly not a problem for Peter Abrahawiso was not
alone when denouncing social and economic exclubewsed on racial
discrimination in South Africa. His novels achieveahsiderable success
inside and outside Africa, all of them addressinig fproblem, although
this study selected only twdine Boy(1946}* andThe Path of Thunder
(1948})°.

The fact that Barreto’s writings are from the bedig of the century
is useful to understanding racial thoughts in Brarnd the daily life of
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black and colored people in Rio de Janeiro durrggfirst two decades of
the century, a period when the debate on raciaktipsl and scientific
racism was still very heated in Brazil. The thesnmesented during this
time provided the framework in which to understandcepts and policies
adopted by the Brazilian government and sociesr dffte 1930s.

It is true that comparative analyses between Biamil South Africa
have become more popular in recent years, followliegstrengthening of
diplomatic and commercial relations between the teauntries, the
impact that anti-apartheid policies in South Afrlzave had overseas, and
the intensifiedstruggle for affirmative action against social esibn in
Brazil.

Despite the fact that Brazil and South Africa sharany common
historical aspects, like colonization, imperialissigavery and totalitarian
regimes, there is still a vast area in compardtistory to be researched. A
start was made by Gay Seidman, comparing the fdsbour organizations
and the movement for democratization in South Afrand Brazif®
Another important contribution came from a Braziliazesearcher,
Fernando Rosa Ribeiro, who analyzed and compareisnra and
nationalism in Brazil and South Africa. His workesged the doors for a
new perspective on Brazilian racism, helping toakrdown the myth of
“racial democracy™’

In part, this absence is associated with the proldé the difference
in languages and the way both academic commurtie€onnected with
European and North American theories and authongen Ethough
Africanism or Afrocentrism introduced a new methlagdyy and theory of
history after the 1950s, this movement did notafférazilian academics
in the same way it did those in the United Stdtasexample.

Until recently, strong diplomatic relation betweBrazil and South
Africa were nearly nonexistent, which affected tHevelopment of
scholarship in Brazil about South Africa and viegsa. Prejudice also
plays a role, since most Brazilians have a stepécdy idea about Africa,
thinking of it as “the dark continent”, and assticig with poverty,
exploitation, civil war, misery, underdevelopmemidaa mainly illiterate
black population, none of these perceptions hescédtd many researchers.

As Chris Lorenz indicates, “next to the method dktdrical
comparison is the politics of comparison, whictnidden in the choice of
parameters®® In this case, the present political challenge vercome
racial exclusion in both countries inspired the ichoof the subjects.
Nowadays, the interest in race as a topic of sthdy grown among
Brazilian historians, especially after the defefathe apartheid regime in
South Africa.
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As the features of South African politics and piekcof exclusion
emerged with new colours for the world — given tigimonies, and new
analyses publicized in the past fifteen years —zBraas been pushed to
face the problem of racial and social exclusiormasking its image as a
“racial paradise”. At this point, comparative argdy of racial issues
through their cultural history would help to undersl differences and
similarities between the two societies, which di fighting racism and
its consequences.

The period chosen for this investigation — 19003.95vitnessed the
advance of capitalism, which for underdevelopedntdes and colonies
meant the exploitation of mineral reserves, thestrootion of roads,
railways and ports; accompanied by rapid urbaromatind industrial
development; and all their social consequences.riBeeofNazi regimes
in the thirties, with distinct racial ideas and isb@olicies revived old
theories about racial differences. After the Wovitar 11, the fight for
democracy influenced the debate on racial discation and segregation
worldwide, bringing a new wave of scientific expdgions and a political
and social demand for ending colonization on thécAh continent and
racial segregation in the United States.

Although 1945 marked the beginning of a democratciod that
ended nine years later in Brazil, the South Afrigast-war period was
marked by the institutionalization of the aparthgidlicy after the
ascendancy of the Nationalist Party to poimet948.

Since this work focuses on the idea of race andsmacbooks
published before the 1950s will be used as prinsayrce¥’, while those
written from the 1980s onwardill be taken as a basic bibliography.
Although not a strict categorization, since sommisal works written in
the 1950s still have strong claims to current \lidhis distinction seeks
to separate what was once thought about race dhaerined political
arguments at the time the novels studied here wetten and published,
from what are considered today as new conceptsotials history,
sociology and anthropology.

This study is also concerned with the use of liteeaas a source for
social and cultural history. The selected novels ased as primary
sources, supported by historiography and otherrnslry sources. The
most important questions raised are: “How are #uéat issues manifested
in the works of Paton, Abrahams, Lima Barreto amda@dlo novels?” and
“How are those novels connected with Brazilian, tBoAfrican and world
history?”
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About the novels

The selection of the novels was made by considetiag relevance
in the national and international literature, theimtents and links with
Brazilian and South African history, and their aari political views. For
better understanding, a summary of each novelallo

Seara VermelhgRed Harvestf°

This novel was chosen for this study because itloegp social,
political and economic problems in rural Brazil itigrthe 1930s. It shows
the inequality between the black and white popaolej and also between
southern and northern Brazil. The racial problensasefully exposed in
small details in the scenes and dialogues, yistciear from the beginning
to the end of the novel that poverty is brown alat

Seara Vermelhdas among the first novels of Jorge Amadehat
critics consider his “early novels”, because hisduction extends until the
1980s. Published in 1946, the same year in whielCbmmunist Party of
Brazil was recognized by the government, and tlesgets movement was
starting in central and northeastern Brazil.

It tells the story of Jerbnimo, a peasant and duisilfy in northeastern
Brazil, who lived in a big farm with other familiesll very poor. The farm
belongs to a rich man, and it is a type of strietiiat remained from the
time of slavery, reproducing the dominance of tleh/white man over
poor/black people. The peasants are completelyndisme on the farm and
exploited by a system that keeps them in debtedahdlord and prevent
them from saving money for themselves.

At the beginning of the novel, the farmer dies argproperty goes to
his son, a politician with no interest in ruraklifHe sells the farm and all
the workers are forced to leave the place withiwek. Some families
decided to travel south, to Sdo Paulo, where thdiewe there is no
poverty, drought or misery as in the northeastirErfamilies travel by
foot for many days with little food crossing thergged lands until they
reach a town at the river’'s edge; then they trayeboat to another town,
where they hope to get a ticket for the train to aulo. Death, hunger
and disease accompany them all the way.

Those who survive arrive in the town and have tinstito a medical
examination in order to get their passes for tléntand employment.
Jerbnimo, who is very sick, is diagnosed with TRI arfused a ticket.
However, his daughter Marta, a young woman of 18rgjedecides to
exchange her virginity for a pass for her fathenfrthe local doctor. The
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family finally travels south — but is nowery diminished. Of the three
children, one dies from tetanus, another from fpotsoning; a couple of
young cousins (Jerdnimo’s youngest son and hishérst daughter) give
up the journey and becorpeasants at farm, an old aunt disappears, and
another aunt dies from hunger. Marta must stayjxéntbwn by the river,
because she is now a prostitute. Three other mendemot take the trip,
had left the family before. They are also Jerénsm&ons: one became a
cangaceirg a type of bandit who attacks villages and farmghe region;
another became a policeman in the same region.oéfitknowing it, the
two brothers became involved anfight between the police and bandits
and thecangaceirokills his own brother. The third brother became a
soldier in the army and later left to join the Coumist Party.

The trajectory of Jerénimo’s family and friends yides the author
with a plot, to explore the inequalities and injcss in Brazil, and to
criticize the system that preserved the structdrslavery, under other
names. At the end, the old man dies on a farm im Bdulo, without
having bought the land he dreamed of owning hidresrife. His
communist son is in jail, after rebelling agains¢ wictatorship, and his
grandson, Tonho, is the only hope for a new futé®.an adult, Tonho
goes back to the dry lands, to teach about a nemolvéfe that could be
possible with communism.

Jubiab&*

Jorge Amado published this novel in 1935, during finst years of
the Vargas dictatorship, in a period when Braziliatellectuals were still
discussing race as part of the nationalist movertiattcharacterized the
Vargas government. The early 1930s also marks tigagement of the
author with the Communist Party and the Party’s mitnent to the lower
classes and the movement of Brazilian intellectwalsing the popular
culture as opposed to the European.

In Jubiabg the author depicts the lives of black people a@v&dor,
the capital of Bahia State. The racial theme isarele in this novel,
especially because it explores the love of a btaak for a white woman.
In each part of the book, Amado makes an effortdémolish racial
stereotypes that were very common in the 1930s I&#Ds. Its black
characters are strong men, popular heroes andrgaldevas also the
beginning of a tradition in Amado’s novels: the usk love scenes
depicting black bodies in a sensual manner.

This novel traces the trajectory of Antonio BalduiStarting from his
life as a boy in Salvador’s slum, Amado points looiv different the lives
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of black and white people are in 1930s Bahia. Baldllives with his aunt,
until she goes crazy and has to be committed tasgtum for the rest of
her life. A neighbour takes the boy to a rich whitan’s house, where he
works and lives. As time passes Balduino gets clasé.indinalva, the
daughter of his master. He is also an easy taoyehé racist governess,
who does not want to see a black boy in a bettsitipn. Accused of
lusting for Lindinalva Balduino is severely punidhand decides to run
away. In the second part of the novel, he is a hegssdeenager, surviving
off petty crime and living among other homeless ooy the streets of
Salvador. As a young man, he is “discovered” byzirflg manager, who
transforms him into a champion. Balduino becomesofss as the black
man who defeated the German boxer, but he leaeefights and makes
his living selling music for white musicians andli@ producers. He also
has a very busy sexual life.

Disappointed with his life and still in love withindinalva, Balduino
goes to the countryside to work on a farm. Thereeheounters more
misery and human exploitation, and so decidesttrmeo Salvador. Just
when he finds a job as a stevedore in the portwthrkers go on strike for
better salaries. The hero starts to follow the sde& communism and
becomes the strike leader and an example for etheters. At the same
time, Lindinalva, who was abandoned by her fianegrks as a prostitute
to provide for her child.

At the end of the novel, Balduino meets her agaih @ecides to pay
her for sex, but he finds that she is dying. She éar his forgiveness and
to take care of her son. Balduino finally acknowesl his love for
Lindinalva and decides to be a foster parent ferty.

Cry, the Beloved Countfy

Alan Paton’s famous novel is also one of South o&fd
internationally best known literary works. Publighin 1946, two years
before the rise of the Nationalist Party, it becathe voice against
apartheid outside Africa, for more than three desadhe novel tells the
story of two men, a black priest and a white farnatrse neighbours who
never really knew each other until a tragedy unikessm.

Father Kumalo is a Christian priest of Zulu origiwko lives in the
countryside. One day he is called to Johannesbuihg big city to which
every African goes and disappears — to get hisersiback. It is an
opportunity to find out about his brother and sehp also left the village
years before and never came back. In his jourmeyptiest comes across
many problems that affect the black population: pwverty of the
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countryside, the poverty of the cities, alcoholispmpstitution, crime,
corruption, and the struggle for services and sght

James, the farmer, also has a son who lives inndashurg, but his
son has different ideas about how the social pdidnh South Africa
should deal with black people. James could nevderstand his son, until
he was killed during a robbery. The killer is Kupia son, and as a result
the young man is condemned to death.

In the novel, aspects of life in South Africa ireth950s are presented:
the illegal sale of liquor in black neighbourhoogisvenile criminality
among the urban African population, the deficienéytransportation for
black people in Johannesburg, rural exodus, poyvangy broken families.

The novel describes many aspects of apartheidhdirig to give the
views from white and black perspectives. Using sggtion and
educational policies as a means to control the cAfri population is
discussed in the chapters. However, the most irmpbrnessage is that
apartheid brings loss to black and white peopleo Ten lose their only
sons because of apartheid’s inequality and exalugitthough limited by
his own position in this society, Paton’s noveticizes the government'’s
policies of segregation and proposes another wéckd and whites
coming closer and working together for a bettertBddrica.

Too late, the phalarop@

This is another novel by Paton, although not ad webwn as the
previous one. It was published in 1953, during finst years of the
apartheid regime, taken by the author as a tragimemt for South Africa.

The central theme is the forbidden relationshipveen an Afrikaner
man and a colored woman. Pieter is a policeman ismall town
dominated by racial classifications and the norinsegregation imposed
by law and sustained by culture. Married to anksnier woman and with
two children, he had the perfect family. Yet, handd sexually happy and
nurtures a strong attraction for Stephanie, a edlgioung woman — who
in the novel is called “girl”.

The author explores the cultural universe of thekaher society and
family, depicting the religiosity, the sense of aomnity and the aversion
to miscegenation that characterized this socialgrim the 1950s. The
novel tells the story from the point of view of AuBophie, an Afrikaner
woman, subordinated by her brother's will, whosews reflect her
culture and her love for her family.

Pieter is divided by his duties as a citizen, hasbaon, Christian, and
policeman and his uncontrollable lust for Stephawieo does not present
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any resistance to him. His authoritarian fathertagally against any
miscegenation, including Afrikaner/English, basedhis interpretation of
the Bible. Also his friends and colleagues are gbataying to avoid closer
contact with black and colored people. But Pietesdnot feel that way,
and at a very young age he understands that, beaHuthis, there is
something wrong in his soul or mind.

The story is about a man struggling against hikrfge and trying to fit
into his own culture. In the first chapter, he datug young man chasing
Stephanie and, instead of taking him to jail, gihés advice, explaining
how disgraceful it would be for the youth to be ansituation where
everybody would condemn him and what could happems mother and
his friends.

Stephanie lives with an old colored lady and her, qwoviding for
them by sellingkaffir beer, the illicit liquor. For this she often gdegail
and is known among the policemen of the town. Pietgents the fact that
his wife does not know how to make him happy arahshlittle interest in
sex. One night he goes again to meet Stephanibamndex with her in the
shadow of a tree. But he is seen, although he doe&now this, by his
colleague from the police station who keeps quietl the right time to
present proof of Pieter’s crime.

Aunt Sophie senses the danger when she notices/dhieStephanie
looks at Pieter and tries to send the colored womay, with her son,
using the existing rules of segregation for thadtwidver, before she can
succeed, Stephanie is again caught by the policselting liquor, and to
avoid losing her child and going to jail for a lotighe, she agrees to
denounce Pieter under the Immorality Act.

Disgrace comes to Pieter’s family. His father esasis name from the
family book and dies a few days later from a ha#gck. His sister breaks
her engagement with the minister, her mother lbsegob, and he goes to
jail. The final words of Aunt Sophie speak agaitiet apartheid and the
“iron laws” that sacrifice the entire society.

This novel is used to analyze the South Africanspective on
interracial relationships and miscegenation, in tast to Brazilian
culture. It shows how emational this issue was, lam culture and laws
regulated marriage and sexual intercourse.

The Path of Thundef*

The Path of Thunderfrom Peter Abrahams is another version of
interracial love in South Africa. It was publishad 1948, in the United
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States and tells the story of a forbidden love ketwlLane, a colored man
and Sarie, an Afrikaner woman.

The story starts when Lane, a teacher who haddategollege and
worked as a teacher in the Cape, comes back hoteeding to start a
school for colored children in his village. Fromethbeginning he
experiences racism and violence. The Afrikaner mistike his clothes
and attitude, which are quite contrary to the swsive, dependent and
illiterate colored people that live in the area.

Although the central theme is the love between Lané Sarie, the
context explores the roots of miscegenation, holereds and Afrikaners
were related in the past and present. Lane is lactilee son of the old
Villier master, conceived when his mother used twknin the big house
of the Villiers. Sarie is not a real Villier, yshe is part of the family,
since her father was a foundling raised by the \¢ler. Mad Sam is
another colored who was violently beaten up by Géllier the new
master, because of his love affair with hige, the other Sarie, (dead in
the novel) in the past, as a result, Sam developedtal problems. He
protects the young Sarie, even though he does mmiv kvhy, since he
can’'t remember the past. Fieta is the colored wowi#im a liberal sexual
life. She loves Sam and takes care of him.

Mabel, Lane’s sister wants the same things thateadjirls have: nice
clothes, light work, leisure and education. Shésfad love with Tony, a
non-racist English anthropologist, but he only wamter friendship.
Hopeless, she runs away to the Cape, where colbeadsa better life.

Racial hierarchy is shown in the novel as Lane rmadkiends with
Mako, the African teacher in the native communite colored priest
dislikes the idea of a colored coming closer tdaehy considered racially
inferior.

At the end of the novel, Lane and Sarie decidautbaway to live in
Mozambique, where a colored man can freely maksite woman. Their
affair is discovered and a group of Afrikaner meme to teach Lane a
lesson, as they did with Sam in the past. Sam mrsohis memory and
comes to help the couple. Lane, Gert, Sam and 8eri@ the conflict.

Abrahams clearly exposes the insanity of a socty government
that decide to rule over love affairs. The Afrikanesjection of
miscegenation is, also in this novel, treated asrantional rather than a
rational question. It is also exposed as a hypoatitposition, since
colored people have existed in South Africa fortagas, as a result of
sexual relations between Europeans and Africans.
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Mine Boy”

Peter Abrahams published this novel in 1946, thmesgear in which
about 70,000 African workers challenged the systechalmost paralyzed
the economy through a strikkkat was violently suppressed by the Smuts
government at the cost of many lives. AsRed Harvest racism is
exposed together with the question of class.

Xuma is a young man who comes from his tribal g#ato
Johannesburg searching for a job to help out hisilja(mother and
siblings). Like many other men in the same situgtlee finds a job in the
mines and a place to live in the township. All gexial and economic
problems of the township are explored in this nobet not quite in the
same way as Paton doesGny, the Beloved CountryAbrahams’ view of
the lives of poor people is from the inside. Thisr@ao moral questioning
as the author narrates the difficulties of lifelohannesburg and how poor
people have to bend the law to survive.

Two universes co-exist and relate to each othethe novel: the
township and the mine. In the first one, Xuma fitmlge with Elisa — the
black teacher who struggles to accept the differerm=tween her life and
the lives of white women — the friendship of Le#ite liquor seller and
Johannes, a miner who helps him to find a job. l4e gets to know a
black doctor, and admires the fact that the dottas a nice house,
furniture and an “almost white” wife. In the towmgKuma finds colored
people and black people living side by side, someti married to each
other; workers, policemen and criminals. In the esirhe meets other
black miners living in the same poverty, and whitsners commanding
the black ones, sometimes abusing them. But he gdt® to know the
meaning of fellowship, and through Paddy — “the 'Redie is introduced
to the ideas of communism and anti-racism.

From his first night in the township, Leah takesm¥u under her
protection, teaching him how to survive and intrcidg him to friends
like Johannes. On the other hand, he helps hehénbieer business,
watching out for the police and keeping troublesqreeple out of Leah’s
place.

In the mines, the work is divided into groups adidd men who work
under the supervision of a white man. Xuma is eygdoas a leader of the
black miners in Paddy’s group. His responsibilisyto make sure that
everybody is working and that the ground is safetlie group to excavate
the walls. Johannes does the same for another ghauphe drinks too
much, and Xuma tries to help him.
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Paddy’s words of equality and workers uniting foeit rights are
strange to Xuma at the beginning. He regrets tiegjuality is what makes
Elisa reject him, because she cannot accept herselfblack woman and
conform to the life of black people; she wants shene life as the white
women. Paddy and his girlfriend explain to Xumeat #nerybody has the
right to a better life. But Xuma cannot underst&®adidy’s words, because
inequality made Leah go to jail for selling liquior the township, while
white people could enjoy drinking liquor in theins or pubs.

The meaning of Paddy’'s words only comes to him waegroup of
miners dies in an underground accident, Johannem@rthem, and the
company wants to force the others back to work.€eflogy, Xuma and
Paddy lead a strike and challenge the authorifieshe end of the story,
Paddy and Xuma go to jail, but Xuma feels like al man — no longer a
“boy” — equal to anyone else, as he decides todstgmand fight for a
better life.

Clara dos Anjo$°

Alphonsus Lima Barreto wrot€lara dos Anjosn 1912, but he could
publish it only in 1922. It tells the story of awmg colored woman, Clara
dos Anjos, who dreams of her first love and is seduand abandoned by
a white man. The author’s choice of a surname faraC- “dos Anjos” —
is a way to clarify that she is poor and comes frarsolored family.
Surnames like “dos Anjos”, “de Jesus”, and “da @ig@o” recall the
past, when the absence of a family name was overdmyma religious
denominatio’. The name Clara dos Anjos — in English, Clarahef
Angels — gives the idea of innocence, which is vespvenient for the
purpose of this novel.

Clara lives with her parents, who try to protecitionly child from
the world, fearing that somebody would take advgetaf her innocence,
as so often happens with poor colored women. Atjhothe concept of
township is not applicable in this case, Claradiue the outskirts of Rio
de Janeiro, in a working-class neighbourhood.

Cassy is the villain of the story. He is white, lwiilond hair and blue
eyes - the prototype of the “charming prince” on ‘@ngel”. However, he
is the opposite: selfish, lazy, and uneducatedeijeys seducing women
and then abandoning them right away. At the beguprof the century,
when chastity was the norm for a non-married won@assy’s victims are
left to prostitution or loneliness. Their familiegre disgraced forever.

Cassy goes to Clara’s home as a musician, duriejedoration for her
seventeenth birthday. As friends of Clara’s fantilyto alert her father to
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the danger of having Cassy close, her father pitshitm from visiting.
The villain pays the alcoholic dentist to arrangerst meetings and kills
Clara’s godfather, as a revenge for his standinggginst him.

Alas, it is too late. Clara is already in love, arfluses to see the bad in
her lover. Everything falls apart when she findsskd pregnant, and
Cassy, runs away with his mother’s help, abandoharg

Racism is clearly exposed when Cassy's mother esfus accept
Clara’s right to “reparation” — which is marriagecording to the customs
of the time — because she is a “nigger”; and whempblice releases Cassy
but charges his colored partner in the slaughténefjodfather.

By depicting the character and features of CassyalBarreto
denounces in this novel the stereotypes of goodéwhi bad/colored.
Moreover, he condemns the overprotection of wommehmeads for their
education, as he asserts that they are the onlg wi® can defend
themselves.

Despite the fact that this novel was written at beginning of the
twentieth century, its relevance consists in being of the few samples of
literary works produced by colored men in Bra#ilisluseful in this study
to provide insight into the racial problem.

Recordacbes do escrivao Isaias CaminfRecollections of the clerk
Isafas Caminha§®

In the same way, iRecollections of the clerk Isaias Caminhana
Barreto connects class and racial discriminatidre movel was published
in 1909 and is considered an autobiographical wis&ias is a young
man, a bastard, born from the union of a whitegpréad his black servant.

Despite the shame that his father nourishes fotdig?®, which kept
him distant from his son, he provided a good edondor his son, until
the point when Isaias wanted to attend law schitathis time, his father
is dead and his poor mother and her siblings caaffotd to support the
young man’s dreams. The solution is to find somgbeto has political
influence, so he can nominate Isaias for a govemhfjod in the capital,
where he can live and attend the university.

Isaias leaves his village with a letter from ttehriarmer of the region
and the hopes of his entire family. However, thtetedoes not help him in
Rio de Janeiro. He cannot find a job, and his scaavings dwindle away,
as the politician who was supposed to help hing ke down. As he
looks for other jobs, in spite of his education antelligence, racial
prejudice keeps him unemployed. Even a simple jobaibakery is
unavailable to him because of his features.
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Finally, with the help of a friend that he madethe hostel, he finds a
job at a newspaper as a clerk. Isaias’ functido tselp everybody, taking
papers in and out, delivering messages, and othmles tasks. Nobody
expects him to write or asks his opinion about amayters.

After a time, Isaias starts to learn about coramptn politics and at
the personal level. Alcoholism, immorality, and roedity surround him
at work. Nevertheless, he maintains his integnigfusing to engage in
parties with prostitutes and drink alcohol with titbers.

When one of the journalists dies, he is the one wiust give the
news to his boss. He finds him in a whorehouse,etinbarrassing
circumstances: in the middle of a party with othmem and women, naked
and being ridden by a woman, who was spanking Wismamed of the
situation and fearing the comments about the evleathoss gives Isaias a
promotion and he gets the opportunity to writectet for the newspaper.

Despite the high quality of his work, as acknowledidy one of the
older journalists — a Russian, with communist ideasiost of his other
colleagues treat Isaias with hostility. Feeling tiressure at work and
knowing that he only got the position because & #ecret, Isaias
considers himself corrupt for accepting the proomntiSelf-conscious, he
cannot enjoy his own success. After a time he takeb in a government
office away from the big cities, moves from Rio d#neiro and marries a
local colored woman, convinced that his plans oindpea lawyer or
journalist, will never be possible for a poor caldman like himself.

General organization of this study

The first chapter discusses the methodological agmbr and
theoretical bases to analyze history and racismgugerature. It is not the
aim of this study to analyze the literature frome thiewpoint of a
historian, but rather to identify the histories Bxfazil and South Africa
inside their respective literatures, like a ploaimovel, that influences the
design of characters and their tragedies. The Wwagtto do this is to
understand the social histories of both countried the way European
ideas on racism influenced local governments arel wiewpoints of
intellectuals.

More on Brazilian and South African social histésypresent in the
second chapter, which explores the trajectorieth@de countries and the
way colonialism and slavery have influenced theicial fabrics and
concepts of racial superiority. Each country hasl d@wn views on
miscegenation, nationalism, and modernity, whidluénced the policy of
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racial segregation in South Africa and the stratedy‘whitening” in
Brazil.

The third chapter explores the authors’ environmeand their
relationship with the racial policies of their cdties. The influence of
being raised in a particular class or racial grdwgs determined their
approach to social themes just as much as thatigablcommitment.

The fourth chapter examines the importance of eeon@onstraints
imposed on the black and colored populations ireiBend South Africa
and how they are reflected in these novels, as¢kagnine themes such as
land ownership and labour exploitation. The authgolitical ideologies
and concerns about economics serve as a backditbpge writings. The
influence of communist ideas in Abrahams and Amal@articularly
strong in their proposed solutions for social aadlal exclusion.

In the fifth chapter, | analyze the fear of sexon@bkcegenation in
South Africa and the complexity of the Brazilianrgeective regarding
miscegenation — which tolerates sexual intercolnesteveen white men
and black women, but denies the sexual interestighdé women in black
men. Gender roles in romantic and sexual relatiand the social
pressures exerted on interracial couples, and hewdre presented in the
novels are also part of this chapter.

For a better understanding, quotations from theelsosgre presented
between inverted commas, since they are the “vbioéshe authors —
used as primary documents. These “voices” will atiae with the
historiography and theories from sociology, ecorcamand political
science.

Finally, it is important to state that it is noetintention of this study
to fill all the gaps embodied in the historiograpbyg racism in both
cultures, but rather to propose a diverse viewheftbpic, amplifying the
possibilities of analysis and approach to the $disdory.



CHAPTERONE

COMPARING BRAZIL AND SOUTH AFRICA
THROUGH CULTURAL HISTORY

Comparative history is always a high-risk job. Aifdve add to this
the chore of discussing the racial issue in coestsuch as Brazil and
South Africa it can be even more dangerous.

The best way to illustrate the difficulties of thissk is to start by
identifying and analyzing very common signs foumd Brazilian and
South African daily life. In Brazil these signs &ap in many restaurants
and cafes: “Visite nossa Cozinha” (visit our kitnjiegn South Africa there
is a warning, at the entrance of most businesdRgiht of Admission
Reserved”. What do these signs mean?

Well, if a foreigner decides to take the Braziliamitation seriously
and mention to a local the intention of going iestte restaurant kitchen,
he or she will be discouraged from doing so. Tiga $ an invitation on
which no one is expected to act. Why? Because utidvbe unpleasant to
face how the food is being prepared and serveds&prently, to avoid
disappointment and frustration, the Brazilian hagt prevent the naive
guest from accepting the “cordial invitation”. Cadity is one of the
characteristics that Brazilians are most proudie§pite the high levels of
violence in this society.

On the other hand, the South African sign very riyeadvises you
that the owner or manager of the business or offisemetimes
governmental) can ask you to leave the premisesgBa foreigner in
South Africa ten years after the end of the apatthegime, the warning
implicit in the message troubled me, bringing mas& a local gentleman
about it. The answer, somehow reminded me of theaziBan way™:
“Don’'t worry, these days, you can go wherever yoantwto”. In both
cases, the visitor could ask what these signsaare f

So, here is the first comparison between the twmnt@s: Brazilian
cordiality does not presume your attendance, ard Sbuth African
warning does not prevent you from getting into shagnd public
buildings. In both cases, what is written mustrterpreted in the terms of
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the local culture, since the meaning of the wordesgbeyond the
dictionary definitions.

The second phenomenon that brings South AfricadsBaazilians closer
is the definition or classification of races. InaBil, where miscegenation
is predominant, the racial hierarchy is built irclsa way that “one drop”
of white blood can take an individual closer tortgeiwhite, instead of
being classified as black, like in the United Stat€he impossibility of
applying the dichotomy “black — white” is explainbgt a wide gradation
and significance of skin colour and other charasties that define race in
Brazil. The question in Brazilian studies, policiasd surveys is to
determine “who is black”. On the other hand, in tBofifrican society the
white minority of the population is outnumbered ligck Africang, who
have distinct backgrounds and are also influengedhiscegenation. The
South African racial state needed to classify @pylation into European,
colored or native, a task that proved from the heigig to be very
challenging. Because the idea was to safeguardnttiee population’s
privileges, the South African answer to the questwas to determine
“who was not Europear” The racial classifications in both countries were
subjective to personal preferences or tendencies,the building of a
racial hierarchy based on biological features wasrwoven with class
and social components.

1.1 Race, history and the inevitable comparisons

If the racial issue is a part of the daily livesS@futh Africans and has
been a theme of several studies for more than wmgenn Brazil it was
for a long time part of th&itchen In other words, Brazilian racial issues
were long considered private problems, which feseagchers wanted to
visit, while the government and the mass media ke&jvertising “racial
democracy” as the strongest feature of Brazilidtuoel

It is not the purpose of this book to discuss tleaiof race and racism
extensively, even though previous knowledge ofrtfagter proves helpful
in understanding the problem in Brazil and Southo&fand why it is part
of the novels of Paton, Abrahams, Lima Barreto Antado.

During the post-war years, the problem of race @uism started to
gain more importance among academics, with the tiuesof
decolonisation in Africa and Asia. The rise of &&h and African-
American intellectuals in Europe and the Unitedt&¥aand the results of
the racial policies of Nazism and fascism influehtiee opening of history
to new subjects, approaches and sources.
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The study of racial issues, at first framed by espblogy and
sociological studies, advanced througher fields. In the field of history,
it overcame the traditional study of social histdmnding culture, politics
and economy, and unfolding other aspects to beidemsl, such as
gender and class. The result of this movement amlistprians is
exemplified in recent works. Eric Hobsbawn,Tine Age of Imperialism —
1875-1914 refers to racial domination in association wittomamic and
political factors; Peter Gay, explores the idedtloé convenient other” in
The Cultivation of Hatret] which fits perfectly with the concept of racism
and racial inferiority, civilization and modernity the late nineteenth and
the early twentieth century.

Marc Ferro has incisive argumentsTihe Use and Abuse of HistBry
as well inColonization: a Global Historfy in which he emphasises the
problem of racial exploitation and discusses thke @f historians and
history in perpetuating and fighting exclusion. Tla@thor strongly
supports that colonialism and racism were closelgted in the processes
of nation building and imperialism in the past @hdt understanding them
was crucial in analyzing contemporary social, ecoicoand political
problems.

His point of view can be used to analybe absence of studies on
racism in Brazil, where historians and other imtetilals embraced the
idea of racial democracy, or simply treated sodimtory as racially
uniform — avoiding explorations of racial inequialét and conflicts after
abolition (1888).

Although many studies have been conducted on relians in
Brazil from a historical perspective, the majotigve concentrated on the
period of slavery. Brazilian historians, following tendency in the
seventies and eighties to use Marxist analysegrategu slavery and the
labour movement in Brazil, the first being a thefoethe study of rade
and the second for the study of cfass

The military dictatorship that prevailed in Brabiétween 1964 and
1985 once more exploited the myth of “racial demogl as part of a
policy of conflict denial. Government propaganda peasized the
peaceful character of anited and homogeneous society, and to talk or
write against it could be considered subversion.

The struggle for civil rights in the United Stataging the sixties and
seventies affected Brazilian society in a differeqaty. On one hand, the
government controlled all information reaching {gblic; on the other
hand, it reinforced the propaganda about raciarawice in Brazil, usually
emphasizing that Brazilian society was much bettean American
because of the absenakesegregation and racial conflicts in Brazil.



20 Chapter One

This phenomenon attracted some intellectuals, vemecto visit and
study the “racial paradise”. In the mid-seventasthors such as Thomas
Skidmoré® and Arthur Corwi* were loudly criticized by Brazilians when
they pointed to racial discrimination and segregatin the society.
Skidmore, a Brazilianist, analyzed official docurtseiand some of the
most important newspapers from the beginning oftthentieth century
until 1930, tracing the trajectory of the raciadus in Brazilian history.
Corwin, in an article, went straight to the pouhconstructing the myth of
racial democracy by exposing patterns of inequatitBrazil. Their works
were well received by some intellectuals, but Brazisociety in general
accused them of being outsiders, with a narrow aé\Brazilian history
and culture.

This problem also affected Brazilian scholars.Ha 1990s Fernando
Rosa Ribeiro met the same opposition when preggnpiart of his
conclusions from a comparative study about Brazihad South African
racism during a congress.

The concern over race among Brazilian intellectualss highly
significant during the first half of the twentietientury. The nation was
defining itself right after the Republic (1889) addring what was called
“Estado Novb (New State), the period marking the governmenttaf
dictator Getllio Vargas (1930-1945). Debates oneingenics thesis, the
hierarchy among races, the connection between aimderace, and other
features of pseudo-scientific racism were appearingcademic journals,
the discourses of politicians, and in the pagesevfspapers and popular
magazines. The idea of “racial democragy’ew in parallel with the
theory of a racial hierarchy, as part of a strategyrevent political and
geographic separation. Brazilians saw no conflietween these two
proposals; it was understood that there were rdiff@rences, however in
Brazil they could be tolerated and overcome tortageextent.

Following this policy, Brazil saw increased intelieal production
about race in the country, of which the most impwrtitle is the already
mentioned masterpiece of Gilberto Freyre, precdmjedther authors such
as Nina Rodrigues — a medical doctor heavily inftexl by Gobineau’s
ideas, which reinforced the thesis of the biololidgaferiority of
Africans® and Oliveira Vianna — who defended the idea Bizilian
society would become white following many genenadimf blacks and
coloreds marrying lighter partnéfs These theses strongly influenced
sociological and anthropological ideas from thstflialf of the twentieth
century.

All those works, despite being written more thawmesedecades ago,
are still very important for this research as thefject what the fields of



