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INTRODUCTION

1 May 2004, the date which marked the accessiothefeight new
member states to the European Union, ushered imrkaile changes
which are now evident in the socio-cultural magEafope. The accession
was followed by rapid acceleration in migratory raments across the
continent. As a result, the United Kingdom experezha huge migration
wave. Between May 2004 and December 2008, a cuivellaimber of
965,000 migrants from the accession countries egplor the Worker
Registration Scheme and of this number 66% weréstiP¢UK Border
Agency 2008). Polish migrants made up the largespqrtion of the
members of EU accession countries in every seabwden May 2004
and March 2009 (UK Border Agency 2009). Whilst sguaets of the UK,
especially England, had a long history of immigratidating back to the
post-war period, Northern Ireland’s socio-econormstability meant it
was long excluded from the influx of workers of ethnationalities.
However, the opening of the labour market thabfe#id the accession of
the new member states to the EU has dramaticabyhgdd the ethnic
situation of Northern Ireland, as this time it wast excluded from the
migratory influx. Currently, the largest immigraethnic group is the
Polish community, having overtaken the Chinese canity, the most
numerous of the minorities during the 1990s (8%a2009). The fact that
the migration was a relatively new phenomenon farthérn Ireland
together with the specific context of the sectadande and history of the
Troubles became a challenge that both the migmamisthe members of
the local community had to face.

This book focuses upon the process of construaiathnic identities
among the Polish migrants in Belfast, treating tdiss and cultures as
dynamic, dialogical and multilayered entities, atsmncentrating on the
role of religion as potentially crucial aspect dfirgc identifications. The
structure of the book is as follows. In the firdtapter | review the
literature on ethnicity and identity, and the engair studies carried out on
Polish migration to the United Kingdom, discussthgir relevance to my
own research. | indicate the gaps in the existtpkarship and point at
the possible areas of the existing body of anthagpoal knowledge, to
which my study will contribute. In the second clapthe background to
migration from Poland is sketched, focusing ongbenomic and political
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conditions in Poland following the fall of commums during the
“transformational period”. Subsequently, an accoointhe migration to
the United Kingdom after the enlargement of thedpaan Union in 2004
is given, referring to the statistical data frone tHome Office. Next |
discuss the specificity of the Northern Irish cott®r migration, touching
upon the issue of the religious conflict in thigar| sketch the ethnic
makeup of the inhabitants of Belfast, paying patéc attention to the
situation of Poles. In the third chapter, the freddk methods used in my
research are considered. | discuss the concept hef ‘tnative
anthropologist” and examine the issues relatechyopositionality in the
field. To this end, | deconstruct the essentiajzimotions of “native
anthropology”, exploring the dynamics inherent the process of
negotiation of different aspects of my identityahghout my fieldwork. |
also present the methods used in my research, whieha mix of
gualitative and quantitative methods, a kind ofblage; and subsequently
discuss the practical and ethical issues relatedhéon. In the fourth
chapter | question the traditional concept of idgnas a static and
monolithic construct. Following alternative theai@and perspectives |
envision identity as a multidimensional and mujtdleed entity and
discuss the kinds of identities that my informactsmstructed in Belfast
(i.,e. as Poles, representatives of small homelarmsmopolitans,
Europeans and Slavs), emphasizing the fact thaethidentities are in
process. In chapters 5 and 6 | explore the maligaloif socio-cultural
boundaries in the everyday lived experiences oftigrants as well as in
the events that take place beyond their ordinargsli such as religious
holidays and ethnic festivals. In chapter 7, tHe ad Catholic religion in
the formation of the migrants’ ethnic identitiesdiscussed. In relation to
this | analyze Poles’ representations and perceptid sectarian division
of urban space in Belfast, paying attention to ¢betextual character of
the situations in which their discourses are preduc

My research contributes to current anthropologidabates about
migration and a sense of belonging in a world uxflit challenges the
essentializing notions of cultures and identitiesd aforegrounds the
dialectical tension between the fixity and fluidio§ cultural and social
boundaries inherent in the process of negotiatfatimic identities by the
migrants. It also provides a valuable insight inb® transformations
currently underway in Northern Irish society.



CHAPTERONE

MIGRATION AND IDENTITY:
EXISTING THEORETICAL
AND EMPIRICAL LITERATURE

In this chapter | critically examine, appropriatedaextend literature
relating to migration and ethnicity in the postmodevorld. | open this
chapter with theoretical considerations on the matof identities,
introducing the conceptual framework for my resbatcthen discuss the
malleable nature of cultures and sense of belonginthe postmodern
world, dwelling upon the role of ethnicity in comporary society. |
subsequently examine empirical studies carriedoouPolish migrants in
Europe, underlining the ways in which my resea¥aaces contemporary
debates around migrant identity.

Conceptualizing Identity

Richard Jenkins (1996, 2004) points out that thmtédentity” has
the Latin root ofidem andidentitas which mean “the same”. Identity
entails two meanings: “the first is a concept balute sameness: this is
identical to that. The second is a concept of wistveness which
presumes consistency or continuity over time” (@699). From this point

of view, discussion about identity can be meanihgfly if there exists an
“Other”.

The practical significance of men for one anothés.determined by both
similarities and differences among them. Similagg/fact or tendency is
no less important than difference. In the mostedafiorms, both are the
great principles of all internal and external depashent. In fact the
cultural history of mankind can be conceived asttiséory of the struggles
and conciliatory attempts between the two (Simm@bQlL 30 cited in

Jenkins 1996, 5).
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Within such an understanding, identity emerges ayramic entity.
Jenkins points out that “identity can in fact oflg understood as process;
as ‘being’ or ‘becoming™ (Jenkins 1996, 4). Suah approach contests
primordial theories of identity formation (see Geet963, Narroll 1964),
whose proponents often referred to identity as sloimg that “just is” - a
social phenomenon that is final or static, thusigaming identity as
something natural, given or unchangeable. Accorthrglifford Geertz:

primordial attachment means one that stems fromgihens - or, more

precisely, as culture is inevitably involved in Bumatters, the assumed
givens - of social existence (immediate contiguatyd kin connection

mainly), but beyond them the given-ness that stieam being born into a

particular religious community, speaking a parécubnguage, or even a
dialect of a language, and following particulariabpractices (1963, 109-
110).

Jenkins (1996) cautions against this approach, seeks for an
understanding of personal and collective identitytérms of a dynamic
process that centres on social interaction. In th&ésy, he embraces
instrumental and constructionist views of ethnientty formation.
Following Fredrick Barth (1969) he believes thahrét identity is
contextual and malleable, and the constructiordefiity involves an on-
going process of negotiation of boundaries betwaslectivities. Barth's
view is that such collectivities are not disconting cultural isolates, or
logical a prioris to which people naturally belong. In his seminairkv
Ethnic Groups and Boundarié® argues that:

[...] categorical ethnic distinctions do not degpean an absence of
mobility, contact and information, but do entailcebd processes of
exclusion and incorporation whereby discrete categoare maintained
despitechanging participation and membership in the cwfsindividual
life histories (1969, 9).

Abner Cohen has further used this metaphor of bayndn his
conceptualization of community and identity:

The sense of difference [...] lies at the heapedple’s awareness of their
culture and, indeed, makes it appropriate for eghaohers to designate as
‘cultures’ such areas of distinctiveness [...]. fledbecome aware of their
culture when they stand at its boundary (1982,.2-3)

From this perspective, social groups may be then ses a result of a
constant process of inclusion and exclusion, wiédtes place across the
boundaries. Such a conceptualization of ethnictitjeis axiomatic to an
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understanding of the Polish migrants in Northeslaind, who, due to the
highly politicized nature of space find themselwtsnding in, challenge
and recreate multiple boundaries (Donnan and Wil§8089, 21-23).
Another important aspect of Cohen’s understandihthe boundaries is
that:

The boundary thus symbolizes the community to iésnimers in two quite
different ways: it is the sense they have of iteception by people on the
other side — the public face or ‘typical’ mode; aha their own sense of
community as refracted through all the complexitidstheir lives and

experience — the private face, and ‘idiosyncratiode (1986: 13).

This part of the definition is particularly relevao the construction of
multilayered identities among my informants (asi$tglEuropeans, Slavs,
cosmopolitans, representatives of small homelands), are often viewed
only as Poles by the members of the local commuitye examination of
this is in chapter 4 of this book.

Such an understanding of ethnic identity that shiftvay from the
discussion of its cultural content towards a comsition of boundary
processes between groups requires further reffeciothe changes that
cultures and identities undergo in the contempoxeoyld, in the epoch
generally referred to as postmodernism (see fomela Baudillard 1994;
Bauman 1995, 1997; Jameson 1991), to which | tuthé next section of
this chapter.

Identities and Ethnicity in the Postmodern World

The nature of the contemporary world lies in itshility (see for
example Appadurai 1996, Bauman 2000, Hannerz 1996).the
postmodern condition the mass mobility of peopldyjects and
information is no longer constrained by temporalspatial limits. As a
result of these changes, individuals are now “st¢aly in travel”
(Clifford 1997) and changing locations has becorceraral experience in
their lives. Such a condition of “time and spacampression” (Harvey
1990) makes the trope of displacement central etabacientific thought
nowadays, and therefore postmodern theories armegated with the
concepts of dwelling, nomadism, exile, and so on.

In the midst of these displacements new concerms bwundaries,
borders and identities arise, as “cultural actittre making and remaking
of identities, takes place in the contact zonesnglthe policed and
transgressive intercultural frontiers of nationepples, locals” (Clifford
1997, 7). An understanding of cultures as discpdiEnomena, occupying
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discrete spaces, in which the terms “society” didlture” are ascribed

to particular nation states is no longer relevardan the conditions of the
growing interconnectedness of the various placdbefvorld (Gupta and
Ferguson 1992, 7).

As the boundaries of cultural entities become pabieeand ambiguous,
the identity of an individual also becomes fragredntin fact, in the
contemporary world it is more appropriate to speaknultiple identities
rather than of identity. “The self” is constructas a result of a “collage
effect” (Giddens 1990), whereby components from tost disparate and
remote discourses with no spatial or temporal owity are placed
together. In connection to this, individual's idénis often referred to as
contested, uncertain, and in flux (Gupta and Fengu$992). Gergen
contends that:

Under postmodern conditions, persons exist in &e std continuous

construction and reconstruction; it is a world véhanything goes that can
be negotiated. Each reality of self gives way tfleotive questioning,

irony, and ultimately the playful probing of yetather reality (Gergen

1992, 7).

In this way, the self becomes scattered and losesdherence, a
phenomenon, which Gergen refers to as “multiprae&n{1992). This
means of conceptualizing of selfhood correspondghto notion of a
“dialogical self”, where different cultures contegether and meet each
other within the self of one and the same individdadialogical self is
not only symptomatic of society as a whole butdatffunctions itself as a
“society of mind” with tensions, conflicts and otradictions being
intrinsic features of a healthily functioning s€llermans 2002). This
approach is particularly relevant to chapter 4 ho§ tbook, in which |
discuss the dynamic character of constructing ehfities among the
Polish migrants in Belfast.

In such a context of fluidity of identities and wuhl entities, the
clarity, certainty and defensibility of the bounidsr between the familiar
and the unknown have been undermined. The figurth@fforeigner is
emblematic of the postmodern condition. As ZygmBauman claims,
drawing on the Simmelian concept of “stranger”fageigner is “a man
who comes today and stays tomorrow, a potentialdeser” (Bauman
1995). A foreigner is unsettled, as by staying heoenters the unfamiliar
and the unknown. The situation, in which he is baftlan insider and an
outsider, is a synthesis of remoteness and neaamelshas a high level of
ambiguity (Simmel 1971 [1908]). Such a belongingmore than one
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category means ambivalence, inconsistency anddnudatacy, not only
for the stranger but also for the members of tiealloommunity.

In Bammer’s words, home “is nether here, nor therg rather itself a
hybrid, it is both here and there - an amalgamastighe, a performance”
(1992, ix). In this context, the anthropologistscfis has shifted from
territorially defined nation states to cultural 8erlands (see Donnan and
Wilson 1999). As interstitial zones, borderlande areas of diverse
political, economic and cultural systems that pdevilluminating insights
into the processes by which identities and cultaresnegotiated. The new
conceptual apparatus has been invented to refeetprocesses of mixing,
crisscrossing and crossing-over. Terms such asbfitly cultures”,
“creolization”, “mélange” are often used to ref to the changes that
identities and cultures undergo nowadays (see &a@@nclini 1993,
Nederveen Pieterse 2004). There is a huge bodtetdture analyzing this
process in relation to the Mexican-US borderlande (#\lvarez 1995,
Anzaldua 1987). As Gomez-Reclaims,

las fronterasare the zones where there are no “others”, oteogiut, the
only true “others” are those who resist fusiongstizaje and crosscultural
dialogue. In this utopian cartography, hybriditytie dominant culture;
and monoculture is a culture of resistance prattigea stubborn or scared
minority (1996, 7).

In view of this, the Mexican-US border is “a merahe, a Ninth
nation, Mex-America, and a list of traits that ofiacludedtamales Texas
chile and Kentucky Fried Chicken” (Alvarez 1995504 on cultural
mixing see also Vargas 2002). However, despitglblealizing trends and
boundary blurring, in many cases people still @risi maintaining their
cultural differences. This tendency is expressell leMarian Kempny,
who argues:

One can look at collective cravings for fixed, bded entities to identify
with as manifestations of the spread of the Westentept of a person or
self, which although contestable, still inducesuarglary so as to how to
square the notion of shifting identities with thenthnd of stable core of
self. It seems that despite the claims of herafgsostmodern identity, the
image of the self as a more or less completedadh#tructure still sticks
with us (2002, 10).

Such a theoretical approach corresponds to whaeMayd Geschiere
refer to as the precarious balance between gldbalsfand cultural
closure (1999). They contend that in a paradoxigadt, “the process of
globalization itself appears to lead to a hardemhgultural contrasts or
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even to engender new opposition” (1999, 2). Acaayly, open-ended
global flows seem to trigger a search for fixeceotation points as well as
a determined effort to affirm old and construct nesundaries. It leads to
the solidifying of identity boundaries that wereyipusly more permeable
and flowing. Within such a context, the act of matipn is problematized
in its inevitable creation of boundaries. CarolBeettell comments that
“it is the negotiation across such boundariesiibelves shifting, that is at
the heart of ethnicity” (2001, 114). This problerhthe dialectical tension
between one’s attempts to maintain fixed boundasfesulture and the
fluidity of these boundaries will be examined irapters 5 and 6 of this
book in my analysis of migrants’ everyday lives amcial events, such
as religious holidays and ethnic festivals.

The formation of we/they dichotomization, which emponds with the
boundary maintenance between the members of ditfetanic groups, is
constructed around an overarching symbolic system coltural
consciousness, often termed as “ethnic markewss™cultural umbrellas”
(Sommers 1991, 116). These could be attained thréargguage, ethnic
clothing, ethnic food, ethnic festivals and so é&m. example of such a
“cultural umbrella” is the Guelaguetza festivah iFresno, California,
celebrated by Mexican migrants in the state of ©@ax&ahe Guelaguetza is
a simulacrum of théiestathat takes place in their place of origins every
summer. As Frangoise Lestage observes, the festiwameans by which
the Oaxacefios in the US sustain and enact theiicatlentity (2001). Use
of ethnic markers (ex. Polish language and foodjss pervasive among
the Polish migrants in Belfast, to which | will cerback in chapters 5 and
6 of this book. Often particular material objecencserve as ‘“cultural
umbrellas”, contributing to strengthening of indiuals’ ethnic identities.
As Hardin and Arnoldi observe, “objects when caglwith human
agency, become powerful allies in constructiondehntity, meanings and
culture itself” (1996, 16). These observations egqpto be in line with the
findings of my research, according to which difféirelements of Polish
culture (such agptatek holy images, books, etc.) are powerful tools in
constructing a sense of belonging of migrants.

The use of “cultural markers” is also significairt the process of
home-making, through which the migrants abroad feay like at home,
although they are displaced from the physicallyratad territories of their
nation states. This is frequently achieved by ethgroups carving out
their own space within the urban areas. For exampbroline Nagel,
when writing about Arab minority in London, maimtaithat the members
of this minority form neighbourhoods of their owike North Kensington,
“where Arabic signs can be found on cultural cestrstore fronts, and in
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the local primary school, where students may opattend after-school
Arabic classes” (2002, 275).

Within the migrant spaces, individuals engage itivdies that aim to
express their identities. In this context, Bret(@001, 119) emphasizes the
importance of religion and its vital role in theopess of construction of a
sense of belonging among the members of ethnic nitie® Warner,
referring to the diasporic churches in the US, Ugdhthat

The most Americanized of the religious communifie$ still bear signs of
their foreign heritage in the hymns they sing, tdreguages they use for
prayer, the special garments their members wearatbhitecture of their
places for worship, and the names of the saintg ttemerate and the
prophets they follow (1998, 3).

Religious practices within migrant churches oftewuce powerful
emotions, a state which Durkheim (1912) termed a®lléctive
effervescence” andthe integrated, individual experience of cultural
harmony, which Turner refers to as “communitg¥urner 1967). This in
turn strengthens the cohesion between the indilsdpartaking in the
religious rituals. From this point of viewgligious institutions can be
considered as ethnic fortresses where immigramtseoact, preserve and
pass on their cultural traditions. Furthermorehibidd be noted that whilst
ethnic churches often serve as “ethnic communihd dellowship”
(Chong 1998 267), they also play vital role in &perving ethnicity and
culture not only for the members of the local comihubut also for their
future children” (1998, 267).

Although religion is an important tool in reinfongy one’s sense of
belonging, not all religious practices take placettie church, but occur
also within the home spaces of individuals. Fornepie, Ebaugh and
Saltzman Chafetz, discussing ethnic rituals of Maximigrants in the US
(2000), quote their female informant, who says:

[Women] still lay down and pick up the baby Jestedebrate the Day of
the Dead, light candles in front of the image & Wirgin and remember
the patron saint from either their hometown, tifi@mily of origin or some
personal favourite intercessor (2000, 86).

The major ways by which ethnicity is reproducedtfigrants are then:
the creation of ethnic minority religious instittis; the incorporation of
ethnic practices and holidays into formal religimeemonies, domestic
religious practices, and congressionally relateciadactivities (Ebaugh
and Saltzman Chafetz 2000, 80). | relate to thichapters 6 and 7,
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examining the role of the Polish congregation inlfé& in the

construction of migrants’ ethnic and national ideéed. To this end, |

explore migrants’ participation in the Polish Supdaass and examine
religious practices taking place within their hopeses.

One should bear in mind that immigrants use religigatherings as
places to sustain their “old” cultural ways, baiso as places where new
ways are hammered out (Warner and Wittner 1998u@tband Saltzman
Chafetz 2002). As Warner states, “[t]he religionstitutions [immigrants]
build, adapt, remodel and adopt become worlds themselves” (Warner
1998, 3). Along similar lines, Leonard points atwhaigrants’ ethnic
identities negotiated abroad, inform the ways thegctice their national
religious rituals:

given that most immigrants are religious the quests not if they have
religious identity, but how their religion artictdés with alternative
identities with homeland versus adaptive country (2006, 16).

This statement appears to be relevant to chaptéttiis book where |
consider Christmas and Easter celebrations by RolBslfast.

Finally, when discussing ethnic identities in tlestmodern world, it is
also worth noting that a process referred to ayé€ting of identities” is
often inherent in construction of one’s belongings Joane Nagel
observes,

the individual carries a portfolio of ethnic iddi@s that are more or less
salient in various situations and vis-a-vis varieusliences. As audiences
change, the socially defined array of ethnic choicpen up to the
individual changes. This produces a “layering” ethnic identities, which
combines with the ascriptive character of ethnitityeveal the negotiated,
problematic nature of ethnic identity (1994, 154).

Examples of this can be found in patterns of etlaémtifications in
many US ethnic communities. For instance, Pedra282) observes the
layering of Latino or Hispanic ethnic identity. &gson of Cuban ancestry
can be a Latino (referring to non-Spanish spealgdtithic groups), a
Cuban-American (referring to other Spanish speagmogips), a Marielito
(vis-a-vis other Cubans) and white (vis-a-vis AdncAmericans). Such an
approach is pertinent to the concept of “dialogisalf” that | discuss in
chapter 4, exploring how Polish people define thelues in relation to
other minorities and the Northern Irish majorityméng a repertoire of
possible identities that | single out are: PolisBlav, European,
representative of small homeland, and cosmopolitan.
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Having presented the theoretical studies on thereaif ethnicity and
identity in the postmodern world | will now turn the second part of this
section dealing with empirical research done onRblish migrants in the
United Kingdom.

Research on Polish Migrants

Recently the issue of Polish ethnic minorities @ied an important
place in contemporary social scientific debatesvds a subject of interest
of major centres for migration research in the Who(e specifically of the
Centre for Research on Nationalism, Ethnicity andltMationalism
(CRONEM) at the University of Surrey and Roehamptamd the Centre
of Migration, Policy, and Society at the UniversitiyOxford (COMPAS),
Poland (Grodek Bada Migracyjnych — Centre of Migration Research at
the University of Warsaw) and Europe Research @emtr Migration and
Ethnic Relations and Hellenic Foundation for Eumlapeand Foreign
Policy). The researchers tend to categorize Patigirants as a part of
larger group of Europeans, focus on the Polish conity within the UK
in general, or on the Polish communities dispelisedarious countries.
What seems to be missing from the existing litemis in-depth, locally
grounded ethnography. The studies that are antlogisal accounts of
context specific socio-cultural realities (see daample SvasSek 2009) are
usually parts of larger research projects andpatih they are valuable for
their ethnographic description, they lack the istgn and in-depth
characteristic of Malinowskian fieldwork. Seen frothis angle, this
doctoral study is more extensive in its scope tnanexisting research on
the Polish community in the UK context. Furthermateds rooted in the
unique local context of Northern Ireland, wherdgieh is treated as an
important aspect of ethnic identities.

Polish Migrants as a Part of Larger Migrants’ Collectivities

This section will outline studies carried out ongler communities of
migrants, wherein Polish migrants were classed edsope more ethnic
minority group within the mainstream society.

The research done by the Institute for Conflict éaesh on migrant
communities in Northern Ireland is a characterisgticample. Studies
carried out by this institution are usually aimedrake recommendations
for public policy bodies (see for example Holder020 Jarman 2004,
Jarman and Byrne 2007, Jarman and Martynowicz 200®y contain an
overview of the demographic make up of migrantshomnities and point
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to difficulties in the provision of social servicdsat they may face. Some
of the authors also discuss the interactions betwke local community
and migrants, and often deal with the issue of batae and racism (see
Bell, Jarman and Lefebre 2004, Holder and Khaow®52 Jarman and
Monaghan 2004). | will refer later in this book gome of these studies,
but at this point it is worthwhile mentioning Jam® article “Migrant
workers in Northern Ireland”, where he conceptzedi the difference
between terms “immigrant” and “migrant”. He nices:

There is an ongoing debate as to what differergtiatemigrant worker’
from an ‘immigrant’. The term ‘immigrants’ is sonmaes used to imply
long-term settlement and integration, while ‘migravorker’ sometimes
has implications of temporariness or the possybitif return migration.
However, viewing migrant workers as ‘temporary’ w&ens is not
straightforward. Some migrant workers come on sterh contracts
before either returning to their country of orighin migrating to a third
country. Others have fixed contracts lasting a twp years, which may
or may not be renewable. In short, the length wietia migrant worker
stays in Northern Ireland will depend on a range fadtors - job
opportunities, immigration status and experience Nafrthern Ireland
(2004, 10-11).

For these reasons, | find it more appropriate ® t@sm “migrant”
rather than “immigrant” and | will use this conuein such a way
throughout the whole book.

The studies done by Institute for Conflict Reseaetk important
sources, as they provide a general overview of anigt situation in
Northern Ireland. However, as they are aimed aiptiigic policy makers
they lack characteristics of anthropological reskawhereby individual
experience of Polish migrants is grasped and detéitheir everyday lives
are presented and analyzed. Similar is the casethétresearch conduced
by the Centre of Migration, Policy and Society he tUniversity of
Oxford, as the reports presented by the centreectrate on Central and
Eastern European migrants as a single monolithityeWhile some of
the insights yielded may be valuable, the risk iehein such an approach
is the possibility of essentializing notions ab®dlish people, who are
thus considered as members of the post-communist Alhe research
projects carried out by the centre tended to comedlp unite Polish,
Lithuanians, Ukrainians, etc. What such an approaotits from its
considerations are the specifics of the situatioeach individual country.
The very legal status of the members of these ciegnih the UK varies.
Namely, Poland and Lithuania are members of thedfid, therefore their
nationals can freely work in the UK, while the oatals of Ukraine need
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work permits and often their status is illegal. Mless to say, while
Ukraine and Lithuania belonged to the USSR, Poldiddnot, which has
implications regarding the varying degrees to whigkic freedoms and
democracy have been consolidated in these countries

Notwithstanding these shortcomings, the researchducted by
COMPAS has merits which must be acknowledged.e Tdport by
COMPAS “Fair Enough? Central and East-Europeanrbits in Low-
wage Employment in the UK”, presented by Bridgend&rson et al.
(2006), is a study based on interviews and surweysover 600 migrants
and 500 employers, carried out before and afteetit@rgement of the EU
on 1 May 2004. This research touches upon impoitstes: the legal
status of the workers, the reasons why employesk sg@grant workers,
and the reasons why the employees decide to waxadb The authors
observe that many migrants consider their situaéiom “trade off’ — an
opportunity to save money, learn English or stuBurthermore, the
authors maintain that in many cases employers pref@rticular
nationalities for certain kinds of jobs, referritgtheir “work ethic” and
reliability, hence contrasting foreign nationalsvdarably with UK
citizens. The research, although mainly quantigativas comprised also
of in-depth interviews, which were useful in exphgr motivations and
aspirations of the migrants. However, although | ladieve that the
economic aspect of migration is important, in mge@ch | decided to
diverge from such a focus, which until very recgntlas prevalent in the
study of migration to the United Kingdom, and camtcate instead on
other realms of social realities in which migraate immersed, that is,
their cultural and social lives.

The further elaboration of the aforementioned prpje'Migrants’
Lives Beyond the Workplace: The Experiences of nand East
European Migrants in the UK”, is the report fromai2007 which deals
with the lived experiences of migrant workers ergplbin low paid jobs:
agriculture, construction, hospitality, and domestork, such as au pairs
(Spencer et al. 2007). The research tackles mapgriant issues: having
practical information upon arrival, accommodatiolanguage skills,
leisure-time activities, sociability and the migtginplans for the future.
What seems particularly significant for my own @®é is the part of the
study which concerns the relations between Ceatrd|Eastern European
migrants and members of local communities. Theifigsl of the research
indicate that there is very little interaction betm Polish people and the
British; Polish people tend more often to spencetimith members of their
own or other ethnic minority groups, rather thax mith the British. The
suggested reason for this is that migrants usuatlyk in occupations
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staffed mostly by other migrants. British citizemsrking there are in most
cases low skilled, and migrants, frequently gragsiabf the Polish
universities, are often unable to find common gbwrith them. It is
further suggested that there is a belief amongrtigeants that the British
people are aloof and unwilling to make friends witem. Many of the
migrants regret not having British friends, whichises the issue of
whether it is the migrants who avoid interminglwgh the locals, or the
other way round. This matter is of crucial impodario my research, as |
also deal with interethnic relations. In my stugwever, | contribute to
this kind of approach by looking at religion asiamportant constituent of
ethnic identity.

One other interesting study worth mentioning her&athy Burrell’s
Moving Lives(2006), done in collaboration with the Europearsd&ech
Centre on Migration and Ethnic relations (ERCOMERhjch focuses on
three ethnic minority groups in the UK: Polish lita and Greek Cypriot
migrants. Although the same methodological problearsbe attributed to
her work as to the previously mentioned researctiechout by COMPAS
(as the specificity of the situations of these gowary regarding their
socio-economic and political context), there aneesa crucial points that
the author makes regarding the experiences of trogréhat are relevant
to my research. Using oral history interviewing huats, Burrell analyzes
the migrants’ representations of migration, the svélyat they maintain
national consciousness, and the ways they estabtisimunity ties in
their new locality. She depicts how reminders amibediments of a
national consciousness are present in the everjday of the migrants.
Burrell claims that:

even away from the homeland, everyday life consnizehold the key to
national identity, ensuring that although the nat@an not be seen or
touched it can be still imagined, remembered, cated, performed,
painted, spoken, eaten, and above all, felt (209§,

Another important aspect of Burrell's work is hasalission of how
the sense of collective identity is enhanced bydbatial organization of
the urban cartography. She emphasizes the roleh®f geographical
proximity of the residences of the individuals, a®&ll as symbolic
appropriation of place to certain rituals in keegpithe community
together. This focus is of special importance toresearch, as | deal with
the issues of space not only in the context ofucaltidentity of Polish
migrants, but also in the context of their religgdaackground relating it to
the spatial segregation of the urban areas of Belfanes refers to it as
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emotional spatialities of becoming, the transactrbody(ies), space(s),
mind(s), feeling(s) in the unfolding of life-in-theow, are the very stuff of
life we should be concerned with when trying to emstand how people
make sense of/practice the world (Jones 2005: @d@pare further Low
and Lawrencezuiiga 2003).

Polish Diasporas

Having discussed how different studies treated fake a part of a
larger collectivity of ethnic minorities, | will @ examine the research
conducted solely on Polish migrants in many diffélecations. The book
edited by Anna TriandafyllidouContemporary Polish Migration in
Europe: Complex Patterns of Movement and Settlerf26) is worth
referring to as it deals with lived experiencesrofjrants, and its authors
approach migration process by looking at it throutite eyes of
informants. More specifically, the study deals withe livelihoods of
migrants using life history interviews, conductedthwPoles living in
Germany, Italy, Greece and the United Kingdom. €bmtributors of the
book concentrate on the meaning of migration astcocted through the
individual migrants themselves. Kosic's chaptdigrant ldentities is
particularly pertinent to my study. The author agthat one should move
beyond assumptions of the homogeneity of Polisirantg on the basis of
their ethnic backgrounds. She advocates an apprimactded upon the
identities of individuals considered as social ext@nd encourages
listening to their individual experiences. Kosicintains that “identities
refer to what people conceive themselves to be Bpecific context”
(2006, 246). She furthermore states that:

Individuals confront the reality that identity isotha stable set of
characteristics attached to an individual but isrity multiple and shifting.
Although identity may have constancy, its conterdrias, and the
construction of identity is a continuous effort $gnthesize opposites,
differences and similarities (2006, 247).

The author envisions the self as a complex stractoontaining not
only awareness about the actual, but also about grasb future selves.
Kosic analyzes how Polish minorities make sensetheimselves as
migrants, workers and as individuals engaging ilatiens with host
nationals and other compatriots. She thus expltresethnic, national,
personal and professional character of migrantgieg. Although in my
research | focus mainly on the ethnic identitieshaf migrants, such an
approach is relevant to my discussion of dialogmsnd the contextual
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nature of identities in the fourth chapter of thisok. Despite the fresh
insights that Kosic’s study yields into the migiiriived experiences, its
main drawback is the loss of the depth that a siegfhnographic context
might have provided. By focusing on diverse navesti of the migrants
located in Germany, Greece, Italy, and the Unitéaglom, it sacrifices
specificity and the detailed analysis of one soni@rocosm in order to
facilitate inter-societal comparisons.

Whereas Anna Triandafyllidou’s book concentrateshenmigration of
Poles to Europe, a recently published study, edite&athy Burrell and
entitled Polish Migration to the UK in the ‘New’ European idn (2009)
presents the findings of multi-sited research olisRanigrants in the UK,
undertaken across a wide range of disciplines:ohjist economics,
sociology, anthropology, film studies and discouramalysis. The
following chapters are particularly relevant to sthivork: Maruska
SvaSek’s “Shared History? Polish Migrants Expecis and Politics of
Display in Northern Ireland”, Bernadetta Siara’dJK Poles and the
Negotiation of Gender and Ethnic Identity in Cylparse”, and Marta
Rabikowska and Kathy Burrell's “The Material Wosldof Polish
Migrants: Transnationalism, Food, Shops and Home".

SvaSek’s study tackles the issue of the sectari@idedin Northern
Ireland and explores the politicization of settleineprocesses, by
presenting an ethnographic account of$hared Historyproject launched
in Belfast in 2006. SvaSek examines “the emotiodiahensions of the
interaction” within the Polish group taking pam ithe project. More
specifically, she investigates how “emotional nf®tiinformed their
representational politics in a context of incregsipublic and media
attention to racial intolerance and anti-migramlifegs” (2009, 130). The
insights which this study provides regarding thesifianing of Poles
within the sectarian divide of Northern Ireland Iwik incorporated into
chapter 2, in which | discuss migrants’ situatinrBielfast.

Siara’s chaptemnalyzes how the Internet forms a part of migrants’
everyday life experience. The author demonstratee the identities and
the values of migrants “come into contact with awnreality of a
multicultural society” and how the forum discusséo“appear to be a
crucial part of negotiation of their own identitle§2009, 183). Siara
examines the dialectical process of the liberatafnnew and fluid
identities, which is accompanied by the reparatioh allegiances.
Moreover, she emphasizes that:

Many of these internet portals also host variousirfe and chat rooms,
which Poles not only use instrumentally but alsoiaty for keeping in
touch with the Polish community in the UK. This msgen as especially
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important not only for creating a feeling of belamy to the Polish
community by being able to meet other fellow Paad make friends but
also for discussing a variety of issues relatethéir everyday lives in the
UK (2009, 170).

Siara’s study appears to be relevant to chaptef this book where |
examine the ways in which Poles maintain their fities in their
everyday lives.

Finally, worth mentioning is research done by Md&bikowska and
Kathy Burrell, The Material Worlds of Polish Migrants: Transnataism,
Food, Shops and Home&his study raises important issues that | wiflo
discuss in the present book, such as the importahaghnic shops in
migrants’ everyday life experiences. The authogsiarthat:

This research keeps returning to the concept ofehand this is where
Polish shops especially have proved to be so inflak These shops have
provided new outlets which offer a possibility afiding an element of
home away from Poland, and which, unlike the tratisnal mechanisms
of carrying food back and forth, are firmly locatedBritain (2009, 230).

The question of how ethnic food is a significantoltan the
reinforcement of migrants’ identities is also raise this book. However
my research suggests that some of my informanfs atey from what
they perceive as “traditional Polish food” andnsmme local culinary
products or elsewhere develop so-called “cosmdépoliastes”.

Overall | believe that while the studies preseniedthis section
represent individually valuable contributions t@earch on the migration
of Poles to Europe and the UK, they do not prowddepth ethnographic
knowledge about Polish migrants in a single locale.

Other Studies

Another research centre on migration which focusgsnterest on
Polish migrants is CRONEM. The projects launchedtlig centre are
mostly survey-based and large scale, aiming aidenatification of social
policy issues, such as the survey for InstitutdPoblic Policy Research
2008 (CRONEM 2008), the survey commissioned by bghocouncil of
Hammersmith and Fulham 2008 (CRONEM 2008a), thevesur
commissioned by BBC Newsnight 2006 (CRONEM 2006).

Among the studies done by CRONEM, the project kexdtitClass and
Ethnicity — Polish Migrants in London”, carried bdy John Eade,
Stephen Drinkwater and Michat Garapich is of paitc interest. The
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report constitutes an original approach towardsigshaes of class and its
delocalization. As the authors observe, Polish amitg understand class in
terms of opportunities that lie ahead rather than oacupational or
economic position in the present. In relation tés,tithey present a
typology of the migrants on the basis of their ratgry strategies. Inspired
by Marek Okoélski's approach, they categorize Polisiigrants into
“storks”, “hamsters”, ‘“searchers” and ‘“stayes” (2001). “Storks”
constitute about 20% of all migrants and they amstig found in low-
wage occupations, staying from 2 to 6 months aaatitrg their stay as a
capital-raising activity (2006, 11). This includal the types of seasonal
migrants, for example students, who work duringghemmer to pay their
tuition fees in Poland. “Hamsters” are those wheoeat their move as a
one-off act to acquire enough capital to inve®®atand” (2006, 11). They
constitute 16% of the Polish migrants, and arenoéimbedded in Polish
networks. They consider their stay in the UK asaree of social mobility
back home. The difference between this group aadstbrks is that their
stays in the UK are longer and uninterrupted. ‘t8kars” (42%) are all
those who keep their options deliberately open kimgr either in low
waged or highly skilled jobs), a strategy that @&l et al. termed
“intentional unpredictability”. They are usuallyoung people, who
embody the Simmelian concept of a foreigner whaige$ to confine
himself to one nation-state and easily adaptseidldle, “deregulated, and
increasingly transnational, post-moderapitalist labour market” (2006,
11). Finally, “stayers” (22%) are those who have bdanthe UK for
some time and decide to remain for good, beliettag through the social
meritocracy system they will advance on the sicatifon ladder. | will
refer to this typology in chapter 2, discussingeBbimigration strategies
and plans as a part of general background to nearek.

Research on Polish Migrants: Suggestions for New
Directions

To recapitulate, the studies carried out on Patligprants in the UK
usually focus either on the economic aspects of gtay in Great Britain,
often treating Polish people as a part of a lapgepulation (whether
Central East European or European). They also termdncentrate either
on the Polish community in London, leaving out thieer parts of the UK
or they focus on the “grand scheme” of things éstigating the
experiences of Polish migrants in multiple locasiothus missing out on
locally embedded in-depth ethnography. Thereforeresgarch seeks to
fill in the gaps in the existing scholarship on teeue of Polish migrants.



