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INTRODUCTION

CATHERINE ROYER-HEMET

From the settlement of the Kentish tribe, the Ganitito the crowds that
throng the streets of twenty-first-century Canteybthe cathedral city has
never ceased to exert unparralleled influence afdwade dimension. Its
two-millenium evolution probably reached its peaiking the Middle Ages.

The present volume is a collection of articlesheae of which emphasizes
a particular aspect or figure bearing witness &t tiain of events that led
history from the beginnings to our present timee @ifferent chapters will
take the reader on a voyage that will start withdlrival of St Augustine,
sent by Pope Gregory the Great in A. D. 597, twppgate the Roman
faith on the island of the Angles he had allegesidn as slaves on a
market ; it will end with the repercussions of nedil Canterbury in
present-day literature.

Such famous episodes were essential for the lagihg anterbury’s
foundations as the religious see of the island theg are of paramount
importance if we want to grasp the enduring auréhefcity.

Myriam Méar-Coulton will start the voyage by giving us a tour round
the streets of Canterbury. Her article is teemiritly wlace-names that are
a reminder of past events and historical figuresl @s chronology
unwinds, we begin to see how the layout of the bidg established itself
in accordance with history.

With Bede’sHistoria Ecclesiastica Genstis Anglorums the first narrative

of the arrival of the Roman monk Augustine and rhissionaries on the
island, Leo Carruthers proceeds to demonstrate how Bede’'s account
gives an insight into the deeply theological qumsti which the first
Archbishop of Canterbury was faced with. He showsvithe Roman
monks led by Augustine managed to carry out thessimn and how
Bede, who is regarded as the first English historiaucceeded in
rendering a faithful account of their dealings.
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Marthe Mensah provides us with a thorough insight of Archbishop
Dunstan'’s life. She recounts the story of anotbarrjey, that which took
the saintly man from Glastonbury, his birthplaceCanterbury, the place
where he completed his progress. We are made &arwith the various
tribulations of his eventful life, from his beingiyy to royal power to
being an exile and, finally, accessing the higleestiesiastical dignity of
the country. We come to appreciate the overwhelmimftuence of
Dunstan in his contemporary political environmestveell as in the rules
defining monastic life.

Anne Dugganunveils for us the immediate aftermath of Thomask&t's
murder in the Cathedral. She shows how the cuthefmartyr began to
develop literally a few hours after his death, thienspread worldwide.
Anne Duggan’s article underlines the far-reachimmsequences —both
immediate and further- of Becket's murder on thaertsfolk, the city itself
together with the whole of Latin Christendom.

Those consequences were multi-faceted\dade-Pierre Gelin thoroughly

examines one of their aspects: the short and leng-tamifications of the
murder on the local population. She sheds intergdight on the attitude
of the inhabitants of Canterbury as well as onrtlh@eraction with the
monastery.

Chaucer’s Canterbury Taleare one, if not the most famous, of the
literary representations of Canterbury. All theidjvif sometimes crude,
personifications of the Tales give life to the oepic of medieval
pilgrimage.Gloria Cigman poses a thought-provoking question: just why
did they go to Canterbury? She examines a numbg@os$ible answers
through the study of the various characters andteady comes out with
the fact that their reasons for going to Canterbuay have been different
from what they were expected to be.

Arlette Sancery takes us on a journey through time and space sidag
Chaucer’s pilgrims. She endeavours to make us statet the pattern of
their pilgrimage, its architecture which she links that of their
destination, Canterbury.

From Canterbury to Limousin in France, the implmas of Becket's
murder turned out to be tremendously far-reachit\artine Yvernault's

article expounds the emergence of different mednsepresenting the
saint’'s martyrdom. From textual portrayal to aitistustration such as the
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Champlevéenamel chassescrafted in the Limousin workshops, she
highlights all the details of Becket's passionfesytare depicted.

St Edmund of Abingdon was archbishop of Canterlitomn 1233 to 1240

; Lauren Moreau’s paper explores the Canterbury connections batwee
John of Salisbury and St Edmund and establisheg@egent for the re-
use of the works of John of Salisbury in materialating to St. Edmund.
The paper focuses on William Herebert's sermona8 was delivered on
the feast of the translation of St. Edmund's banabe early fourteenth
century. The paper offers a detailed lexical anslg§ Herebert's reuse of
John'sPolicraticusand how the text is used to express Edmund'sedritu
apposition to the 'bad practice' of contemporagyics.

Contacts and exchanges of all sorts existed omgalaeand commercial
basis between France and England from a very &arg. John O Moon

examines in detail the different charters and graestablished by
successive sovereigns from the eleventh to theée#rith centuries. He
shows how those primary sources constitute a vidu@stimony to the
economic activity, with many other ramificationgdarthe spiritual as well
as administrative areas and how they bear witiebgetaura of Canterbury.

Throughout the history of Canterbury, some figustesod out more
prominently than others. Among them, the priors @ffiristchurch,
Canterbury’s monastery, certainly had a leading.rblenry Eastry, who
was in office for forty-six years and left an endgr mark on the priory
was one of themCatherine Royer-Hemets article draws attention to the
part he played as the hidden advisor of Archbiskidalter Reynolds,
particularly during the troubled period of the dsjion of King Edward
Il. The prior's letters addressed to the highestgie of England give us
the opportunity to eavesdrop on cautious exchabhgeseen the two men
at a time when political chaos was not far.

To put an end to this volume devoted to medievatt€&®ury, Manuel
Jobert delves into the depths of C. L. Grace’s noyeEhrine of Murders
and deals with the writer’s tactics when weaving bt and connecting it
and the characters with the city; he also manageshow how those
protagonists relate to historical figures. His cleti provides us with
evidence of Canterbury’s mystique, from medievalks to present day,

The reader will hopefully enjoy this variegated athdught-provoking
journey into medieval Canterbury.






CANTERBURY:
A MEDIEVAL ECCLESIASTICALCITY

MYRIAM M EAR-COULSTOCK,
UNIVERSITY OF PARIS IV

Studying the street names of a town or city sametimes reveal what
part of its history the inhabitants remember oreneamembered over the
years. Some streets have kept the same name fturiesn only the
spelling having been affected, while others havenbeplaced numerous
times, sometimes even having two or three namesia. In the Middle
Ages, the name sometimes indicated the functiom gif/en street or who
lived there. Nowadays, the choice of keeping omgieg a street name
falls to the people who live in that particular tover city, or to the
promoter in the case of a new housing estate, oftewpsing names
according to a theme, such as counties, treess,baftt. The choice of
names given to already existing individual stre@tther than newly
developed areas) shows which events or people appede most
important in the eyes of the local inhabitants fs time the street is
named.

The course of British history has not been ocmatinuous evolution, as
a series of exterior influences have affected these of its development.
Canterbury is no exception to these influences lzasl been affected in
some way by invasions, raids, wars and rebellitms,construction of its
City Walls, the plague and even the Blitz bombinlgsing the Second
World War. However, one specific event forged testiohy of Canterbury
more than any other: the arrival of St AugustirafrRome in A. D. 597

to the Kingdom of Kent.The subsequent result was the conversion of the

whole “country” to Christianity, even though othéngdoms had already
been converted by the early Celtic Christians.

! Judith McClure and Roger Collins, BEDEhe Ecclesiastical History of the
English PeopleOxford World’s Classics, Oxford: University Pre4999 (original
translation from 1969). Book I, chapter 23. (HereafBede.)
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Throughout the Middle Ages, a series of conseges ensued from
this one event, such as power struggles betweeatelgaof State and
Church, martyrs and pilgrims, the arrival of vasaeligious orders, etc.,
making Canterbury a prominent city in the ecclésiat history of Great
Britain. Canterbury became the first Episcopal 8edritain under St
Augustine and maintained that position of poweptighout the Middle
Ages as the Province of Canterbury (sometimes rsfpavith York, other
times above itf. It remained head of the Church of England at the
Reformation and still is the Mother Church to thiasy® This ecclesiastical
role of Canterbury dating as far back as the caioer of Kent to
Christianity is written all over the streets. Indestudying the modern
street-names of Canterbury, we can clearly see thatlieval and
ecclesiastical are very closely linked. In orderfimd which parts of
Canterbury’s history have been remembered in itdeno street names,
the history of the city needs to be considered fitsrorigins.

1. Theorigins: from early settlement to the Romans

The location of Canterbury has been a keyofatd its particular
evolution. The first settlement found in the arépr@sent-day Canterbury
dates back to the Iron Addt was built along a ford on the River Stour,
between a flood plain further south-west and theuSestuary further
north-east, on the Eastern edge of the Blean Forést ford made it an
obvious place for a settlement which inevitablyvg@n both sides of the
river. The inhabitants of this first settlement eidrom the Belgic tribe
which populated East Kent at the time, known asGhatiaci. When the
Romans arrived at this Celtic settlement, they abiypfound the location
ideal. With easy access to the sea (on three sifebje edge of a forest, it
was also situated between the continent and thieofethe island, in

2 Through the Accord of Winchester in 1072 bearihg Conqueror's mark,
witnessed by Lanfranc and his fellow bishops, irchithe Archbishop of York
conceded the Archbishop of Canterbury’s right tdPbienate of all England, as he
still is today.

3 Marjorie Lyle, Canterbury London: B. T. Batsford / English Heritage, 1994.
Chapter I, 11-25. (Marjorie YLE hereafter.)See also the Canterbury Cathedral
official website: http://www.canterbury-cathedragb

4 The Archaeological Trust of Canterbury has createtebsite with illustrations
and information for school children and their tearsh recreating what Canterbury
would have looked like in the late Iron Age, antetaon in Roman times and
Anglo-Saxon times. The information is freely aval&ato all on their website in
the galleries section: http://www.canterburytrusig/schools/galindex.htm.
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particular London which was a thriving market tovamd port. The
Romans built roadsfrom the coastal forts oRegulbium (Reculver),
Rutupiae (Richborough),Portus Dubris (Dover) and Portus Lemanis
(Lympne), which naturally connected together atftirel, almost at equal
distance to each of those places, before continwiesfwards across the
river Stour towards London, vlaurobrivae (Rochester).

During the Roman times, Canterbury was a snm@ain. It was
promoted to the rank ddivitas capital rather than Rochester, its “rival
city in Kent, probably owing to its geographicalsgimn in Kent. The
street pattern, redefined around A. D. 100, wasodisred after some
excavations in the twentieth century and does raitimthe modern street-
plan, even though the city wall was originally bl the Romans the
following century and still stands on the same @laocw. A Roman theatre
was discoveretpartly under Castle Street (between Hawks Lane and
Hospital Lane, the middle being at the end of BEart Lane) and the
buildings around it.

Those early periods have only been remembénethe name of
Canterbury itself, rather than in its street naniEse Romano-British
name of Canterbury walurovernum CantiacorumDurovernumof the
Cantiaci.” The name comes from Britistddro- + *yerno- ‘alder fort,
walled town by the alder swamp’ a name which swdiin early English
official usage as found in various Old English ¢ees and chronicles:
(civitag) Dorobernie —uernie —uernjLivitas Doruuernis Doruuernensis
Dorwitceaster} Dorubernia’?

5 Marjorie Lyle, chapter Il, 26-42.

5 Marjorie Lyle, chapter II, 29; plus see maps 24 39. See also: Tatton-
Brown, Tim,Canterbury, History and Guidétroud, Gloucestershire: Alan Sutton
Publishing Limited, 1994, 5. (Hereafter: TimTTON-BROWN.)

" Paul Cullen, The Place-Names of the Lathes of St Augustine &8y,
University of Sussex: unpublished thesis, 1997, TB&reafter: Paul Cullen);
Wallenberg J. K.Kent Place-NamedJppsala: Appelbergs Boktryckeriaktieldag,
1931; Wallenberg, J. K..The Place-Names of KenUppsala: Appelbergs
Boktryckeriaktieldag, 1934 (hereafter: J. K. Wablerg, 1934); Ekwall, EilerfThe
Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-Namé&xford: Clarendon Press,
1936 (f'ed.), 1960 (A ed.), 1966 (hereafter: Eilert Ekwall); and Wattitor ed.,
The Cambridge Dictionary of English Place-Nam@ambridge: University Press,
2004 (hereatfter: Victor Watts).

8 Paul Cullen suggests in his thesis tBairwitceastercould be an error for
Dorwicceaster

® Respectively in: [-8" 13" Charters IV passim, [c.731]""8Bede Historia
Ecclesiasticac. 1122 in théAnglo Saxon Chronicle (E)nder the year 604, c. 894
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Several forms of the Romano-British name canfdund in various
manuscript¥: for instance Aapévepvov (Darovernum can be found in a
thirteenth-century manuscript of Ptolemy’s work,ompresumably wrote
around A. D. 150; als®@uroruerng Duraruen(n)o in an eighth-century
copy of the Antonine lItinerary probably copying aarlier manuscript
dating back to the fourth century; amiro Averno Cantiacorunin a
thirteenth-century manuscript of the Ravenna Cosapity dating back to
around 700. The Medieval Latin foraivitas Cantuaria(around 1086) is
the source of the abbreviatioBantuar used by the archbishops of
Canterbury.

Campbell explains in his article ‘Bede’s Worfds Places* that the
form in ceastercould be a translation problem owing to the fdwitt
Canterbury had a special status. The Venerable ,Bede his
Ecclesiastical History of the English Peoplhich he wrote in Latin
around the year 731, only used two words to deiige settlements,
usually fortified: civitas and urbs. Generally, a town or city containing
civitas in the Latin version written by Bede was tranglataestirin the
Old English version written about a century latgrAnglo-Saxon scribes,
and a town or city containingrbs was translatedurg. He only ever
applied the one or the other to specific towns. Tlwe words were
synonymous in Latin as well as in English, but @ierhuances seemed to
make them be used to mean either a “fortified tounthe case ofirbs/
burg or a “Roman fortified town” in the case of/itas/ caestir There are

Asser. For more details, see: Paul Cullki. WallenbergEilert Ekwall ,Victor
Watts.

10 Somner records in hi8ntiquities “What time theRomanEmpire extended it
self hither, it was of them callddurovernum; haply from the BritishPurwhern
rendered by my Author (e), a swift River, such as 8toure is: or else (as one (f)
will) from Thorowbourne because of the River's running through the Gitfth
very little variation from whichRomanname ; you may find that our elder
Historians,Bede and others called Dorovernig andDorobernia: and that you
see before, in the Year Dccex. was called tfgg Old Name; and yet long
afterwards continued it in use, even until tha€Cahtuarig better answering to the
English-SaxonCantwarabyrig and from about thBlormanConquest hitherward,
more frequently than the other ; and in time altbgetaken up and used, made it
give her place.” (e = Cambden; f Bvyne. De. Reg. Albiog. I. p. 113; g =
Antiguum VocabulujnSomner, William,The Antiquities of Canterburgriginally
printed for R. Knaplock, 1703, republished by EFblBhing Limited with an
introduction by William Urry, in 1977, 1-2.

u Campbell, Jamegssays in Anglo-Saxon History8ede’s Words for Places’,
London: The Hambledon Press, 1986.

12Bede Book 1, chapter 23.
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two exceptions: the only other town which appearbd denoted as often
as Canterbury by eithéwurg or caestiris London, although Bede refers to
both more frequently asivitas than asurbs which may account for the
odd form in ceasteroccasionally found for Canterbury. It is therefore
interesting to note that the name of the old “fivi@wn, Rochester, is
derived from Bede’saestir whereas Canterbury is derived from the other
word: burg, since it was Canterbury which was promotedititas capital
and not Rochester.

The modern name has evolved over the pasemith. Originally a
descriptive name, the modern form subsequentlyacel the Romano-
British name of the city. It comes from Old Engli@hantware‘the people
of Kent’, in the genitive plural forrCantwara + byrig, the dative singular
of burh ‘the town’, so the meaning of Canterbury is ‘tlmvh of the
people of Kent'. Variants can be found in thaglo-Saxon Chronicté
and in Old English Bede, from the ninth century ands, until
Canterburiein 1086, where its modern form is recognisabl&, @haucer
in the fourteenth century uses a similar fo@aunterbury Cant wara
burg, Cont wara burg(to) Cantuare beri(into) Cantware byriCantware
—a burh Cantwara —beri

The city walls were first built by the Romamstween 270 and 296,
excluding the western part of the original settlaméut including part of
a cemetery to the southSeven gates were built along the wallgjving
access to the town from the various Roman roadgerging there. Today
we can still find street names from those gatesd®e Lane, Ridingate
Place, Worthgate Place, from Old English names, Roian), even
though only one gate has survived (Westgate, @Qr

This early history from the Celts to the Romambarely remembered
in Canterbury. There is a “Roman road”, located twefsHarbledown
leading away from the city towards London, whichiresponds to a part

13 References for the examples, found in respectiv@lycentury Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle (A) under year 754, [c.890] ¢.1000 Oldysh Bede, § ASC(A) under
year 851, [c.890] ¢.1000 OEBedé" 8SC(a) under year 870, c. 1050 ASC(D)
under year 1023, c. 1120 ASC(E) under years 8511,10yrig c. 1120 ASC(E)
(7x), 12th ASC(E) under year 1140. For further refiee, see Paul Cullen, J. K.
WallenbergEilert Ekwall and Victor Watts.

14 william Somner, chapter IX Topography, 185-6 a88.1

15 Marjorie Lyle, chapter II, p. 38-42. Tim Tatton-dvn, 6-7.

6 william Urry, Canterbury under the Angevin King&niversity of London
Historical Studies XIX, London: The Athlone Pre$967, 195-6. (Hereafter: Urry,
1967.)
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of the old Roman road called Watling Street whicdedito go from
Richborough to Chester, through Canterbury, goihgough Upper
Harbledown just north of the A2050 junction withettA2. The A2
essentially follows the course of the old Romandro@ to Faversham,
only bypassing villages such as Upper HarbledowBaughton Street.
Only one street name reminds us of the Roman aneov@rnum Courts,
(Picture 3) which is a fairly new housing estatatboof the city in a cul-
de-sac off Old Dover Road, as still on the OrdnaBeevey map of
1907!7 this area was occupied by fields. The only tokdnearly
Christianity found in Canterbury comes from a hoafdilver discovered
in 1962 by workmen constructing a bridge carryirfieins Way over the
River Stour. A couple of items bear Chi-Rho monaggato attest to
Roman Christianity her¥. So Watling Street and the other Roman roads
leading to the Roman forts, the present locatiothefcity wall, a silver
hoard and a street name are the only visible reenindf Canterbury’s
Roman past?

2. Canterbury remembersits medieval past

After a rather typical start as a Roman watledn, the Saxon period
reveals a much more agitated and uncommon rol€dmterbury than the
other small Roman walled towns, which continuedogyond the Norman
Conquest and even after Henry VIII's dissolutiontteé monasteries, into
our present century. The events and people Camteremembers of its
medieval past can be divided into two periodsfittst covering the period
from the Early Saxons to the Vikings, and the sdcstarting with the
Norman invasion.

Anglo-Saxon times: Early Saxon period

The ideal location of Canterbury exploited thg Romans, was also
very useful for commerce during the Middle Ages, @eople took
advantage of the straight roads the Romans had fsaih the coast.
During the early stages of the Middle Ages, thdows Saxon kingdoms
enjoyed supremacy over the others through theamger kings known
under the title of Bretwalda. One such king ruledient in the late sixth

17 Ordnance Survey Map, 3rd edition, 1907, sheets3.¥ihd .7 for Canterbury in
the Kent sheets. Reprinted and published by Oldrimelaps & Books in 2008.

18 Marjorie Lyle, chapter II, p. 35. TimATTON-BROWN, 8-9.

¥ The non-visible reminders but present none-theesane the Archaeological
Trust and the Roman Museum.
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century, having earned his title through monopofytmade with the

Franks2® owing to the location of his Kingdom between tlomtinent and

the rest of the island. His Queen herself was akish Princess. Their
fame comes from the role they played in the coneeref Kent, and

subsequently of the whole of Britain, by helping/tgustine sent on a
mission by Pope Gregory to convert the Angles arakoS8s to

Christianity, in 597. Indeed, the names of King dfitlert and Queen
Bertha have descended through the centuries, ardydarge number of
Ethelbert or Bertha Roads, Avenues, Lanes, Stréstsrts, and schools,
pubs, etc. can be found across Kent. In Canterbiginyg Ethelbert is

remembered in Ethelbert Road, which is located @ff Dover Road,

leading to South Canterbury Road, some distancth sthe City walls.

In Canterbury itself, Bertha's name does nmpear directly in any
street name. The only place which refers to h&ugningate, from Old
English cwen (genitive singularcwene) and geat ‘Queen’s gate’. It is
believed that Queen Bertha used this gate on hetavehurct! The -in-
may be merely analogical, reminding of other gasegh as Newingate
near St George and Ridingate near St Mary Bré&didowever, her
influence can still be felt around St Martin’s Ryipoone of the oldest
Saxon churches still in use in Britain, east ofABgustine’s Abbey. King
Ethelbert gave that old Roman building to his Queed her chaplain
Luidhart to restore, so they could worship therefobe St Augustine’s
arrival. Bertha was originally from Tours — whos#rpn saint is St Martin
since he was bishop there from 371 to 397 — andié&ention to him was
marked also at the Abbey where she was buried.nbnth tower of the
Saxon Cathedral was also dedicated to him. Thetsta Canterbury are
like a maze, especially around that area: St Markmiory is located on St
Martin’s Hill, which leads to St Martin’s Terracéhose two streets cross
St Martin’s Avenue, which itself leads to St MatsirPlace, Close and
House just north of the Priory. Five streets rumajp@l to St Martin’s
Avenue, to the west, all leading off North Holmesa: Pretoria Road, St
Martin’s Road, College Road, Edgar Road and St @xeg Road (so
Pope Gregory is also remembered in Canterbury)h VeitRoad, an
Avenue, a Terrace, a Hill, a House, a Close, aePlud a Priory, St
Martin is well remembered in Canterbury. (Pictuye 4

20 Marjorie Lyle, chapter IlI, 43.

21 Martin I. Taylor, The Cradle of English Christianitifhe coming of St Augustine
and St Martin’s Church Canterburpublished by St Martin’s and St Paul's PCC,
1997, 2.

22 paul Cullen, 564.
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St Augustine’s Abbey was built by the monks owhame with
Augustine from ltaly, between 597 and 613. For lyefen centuries, the
monks of St Augustine’s Abbey rivalled in power kwithe monks of
Christchurch Priory, who run the Cathedralt was shown in the previous
paragraph that the streets of Canterbury are a.ndageto confuse visitors
a little more, St Augustine’'s Road does not leadh® Abbey as one
would expect. Instead, it links New Dover Road tigritn’s Way, along
the railroad south-east of the city.

In 1988, Christchurch Cathedral, St. Augussindbbey and St.
Martin’s Church* in Canterbury were listed as World Heritage Shgs
UNESCO? The Management Pl&hcompiled by the Management Plan
Coordinating Committee in 2002, explains the reason the attribution
of World Heritage Site status. These include pdir.3: “Together,
Canterbury Cathedral, St Augustine’s Abbey and Srt's Church
provide the visual record of the reintroductionGifristianity to Southern
England in the late"century and the development of Canterbury over
1400 years as one of the principal centres of Ganity worldwide.”
Point 1.5.4: “King Ethelbert not only gave Augustirsites for his
cathedral and monastery, but also substantial lemdsaintain them. The
headquarters of the English church and the firsgligEn school were
established in the city. From Canterbury the cosieer of the English
people was launched and, some eighty years latgessfully concluded.”

The Viking Raids

The growing wealth of the British Isles undbe influence of the
Anglo-Saxon conversion to Roman Christianity andived Celtic
Christianity brought a new wave of invaders. Howevthose new
invaders were not interested in settling therdrat. fThey came in search
of gold. The easy attraction and first victims wéne monasteries, then
the minting towns. From 766, Canterbury officialtyinted Offa’s silver
pennies and by 930 it had seven mints while Londad eight, four
belonged to the crown, two to the archbishop anel tonSt Augustine’s
Abbey. Unfortunately for them, these riches werey\attractive to the

2 Marjorie Lyle, chapter Ill, 50-53.

24 st Martin’s Church is also known as St Martin’soRy.

% See the official UNESCO webpage: http://whc.unesgpen/list/496.

% Canterbury World Heritage Site Management Planrdinating Committee,
Canterbury World Heritage Site Management Pl&resign and Layout: Ariss
Design, Printing: Multiplex Medway, April 2002.
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Danish Vikings. Canterbury was particularly affettey two waves of
Viking attacks on Kent: one between 835 and 855 amather of almost
annual raids between 991 and 1012. Coastal minaters sacked, from
Hoo to Folkestone, the surviving nuns and monksntpkefuge in
Canterbury. The combined minsters had owned aeuaftKent's wealth,
but by 1066, most had fallen to Christchurch in t€gsury or to the
crown, only Dover and St Augustine’s Abbey still mging their own
estates. In between those two periods, Archbishopsfan repaired the
original and sole surviving East Kent abbey, in 94@&ding St Augustine’s
name to its dedication. He also instituted thegwé&the Benedictines at
Canterbury Cathedral. Thus Benedictine monks wareharge of the
Cathedral after Dunstan. He was canonised in 10@%or being a martyr
but from his good deed$,and is remembered in Canterbury through St
Dunstan’s Close, St Dunstan’s Terrace and St Daoiss&treet, north-west
just outside Westgate, between Canterbury West sfation and Rheims
Way. He was the most popular Saint in England ¥er tenturies, until
another Canterbury Saint took his place.

Towards the end of the second wave of invasi@anterbury was
ransacked in a memorable event. In 1009, Kent $aid00 to the Viking
Thorkell. However, it seems it was not enough, @asdme back two years
later with his brother Hemming, demanding that Aishop Alpheg#
surrender the Cathedral’'s treasufe<Canterbury was under siege for
almost a month, until the Danes set fire to theg, &illed clergy, ransomed
or enslaved the people and captured Archbishopeyptalong with other
dignitaries. He forbade his people to raise additicansom, and legend
has it that he was bludgeoned to death with ox-bomeich the Vikings
threw at him in a drunken orgy in Greenwich. Heré¢hgy became a
martyr. In 1023, King Cnut solemnly returned thenaéns of St Alphege
with his full court to a shrine as important as [3anstan’'s in the
Cathedral, as well as gifts and land grants. Shéde Lane lies inside the
City Walls, north-west of the Cathedral, linkingnigi Street to Palace
Street. Cnut also allowed St Augutine’s Abbey ttriege St Mildred’s
remains from Minster-in-Thanet and a church wadt lowirededicated to
her within Canterbury’s walls near Worthgate. Stdvéd’s church is now
the only pre-Conquest church left within the cMildred was Ethelbert’s

27 Another article in this publication is dedicateml $t Dunstan, so no further
details about his life will be discussed here.

28 Alphege also found as Alphage, is a transcriptiom his original Old English
name: /Alpheege.

2 Marjorie Lyle, 49.
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great-grand-daughter, and had been Abbess of thieeny at Minster-in-
Thanet.

Edward the Confessor had a meadow north ofteClaury in St
Stephen’s parish, where his horses could feed dsawédiis messengers’
horses when they came to the City. This field waswn as the King's
Meadow. Nowadays, we can find Kingsmead Road, higk$t Stephen’s
Road to Northgate by a bridge over the River Stour.

As it has been noted previously, the Vikingiee did not leave traces
of the Vikings themselves upon the street namesetis no “King Cnut
Street” for instance. They left traces of the rasise to them and of the
leaders who emerged during those times, in the fofnmartyrs or
otherwise sainted, like Alphege. The differencewmetn Saints names
before and after the Norman Conquest has to beessiell here. Indeed,
the consecration made to churches or chapels béfefdorman Conquest
usually refer to actual people who had lived in @€dsury or related to
Kent — such as St Augustine, St Dunstan, St Alphag&t Mildred —
except St Martin's church, which was dedicated ®f8t Augustine
arrived at Ethelbert’'s court, or to Mary like St M&redman for instance,
while the Normans dedicated their churches to emudytyrs (St George,
St Michael) who did not have any particular coniwectvith Canterbury.

The Norman period

Soon after the battle of Hastings in Octob&66, Canterbury
surrendered to William the Conqueror, who establiska fortification
there® The Normans built a castle on the south-westata of the city.
William started the building process, but it wasely finished during the
reign of his son William Rufus. Traditionally th&esof this first wooden
fortification was considered to be the ‘Dane Johmound, and
archaeological excavations have uncovered sectibrtbe bailey ditch
both inside and outside the wallsThe first keeper of the motte-and-
bailey castle was Hamo, son of Vitalis — a Normargkt who appears on
the Bayeux Tapestry. The site of the ruins of ttene-built castle is
further north from the Dane John, where Castle eftean be found
leading from it and Castle Row in between the eaatid the Dane John.

The name “Dane John” is quite intriguing. Gbitlbe that one of the
Danes stayed on after a raid? But then “John” tsanparticularly Danish

%0 Audrey BatemanHail Mother of England! A Social History of Canterly,
Rochester Press, 1984, chap. Il, 5. (HereaftedréyiBateman.)

31 For more details about excavations, see the veebsit the Canterbury
Archaeological Trust.
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name. A house on Castle Row facing the Dane Jobkalisd ‘Don Jon’,
which sounds more Spanish than Danish. Howevedystg the history of
this name more closely reveals that this name tiamish or Spanish but
French! Indeed, “Dane John” or “Don Jon” was pregig recorded as
“Le Dungeon” in Assize Rolls of 1254 and is a cptian of the French
“donjon”® the equivalent of the English motte-and-bailey“danjon”
being a keep. (Picture 7)

Historically, there were four parishes in Restef*: St Nicholas, St
Margaret's, St Mary’s and St Clements. Nowadaysyghare two main
parishes — St Nicholas, St Margaret's — and al$® Hicholas in Stroud.
There is some evidence to show that St Mary’s dhwas in use around
850, built on the eastern side outside the City IWalseems to have
disappeared. St Clements was in the western patheoiCity near the
Rochester Bridg® and merged with the parish of St Nicholas in 1549.
The parish of St Nicholas did not originally haverarch of its own, but
met in the Cathedral, in a part known as “the PaedcAltar of St
Nicholas”. Their church was consecrated in 1423M&tgaret’s church
was built around 1824 on the site of an older chigilt in the fifteenth
century, of which the tower remains.

Compared to Rochester, the number of parishes #uacles or
chapels in Canterbury is very high. In his histoo§ medieval
Canterbury®® William Urry gives a list of the parish churches iise
around 1200: All Saints, St Alphege, St AndrewDénstan, St Edmund
Ridingate, St George, St Helen, Holy Cross, St J®éptist, St Margaret,
St Martin, St Mary Breadman, St Mary Bredin, St fale Castro, St
Mary Magdalen, St Mary Northgate, St Mary Queniergabt Michael
Burgate, St Mildred, St Paul, St Peter and St Sdyel(plus St Pancras).
The difference is striking! Several parishes mergedisappeared as they
did in Rochester, but there were so many to stih that there are still
quite a few left nowadays.

There was a tradition of gate churches, whiehe little chapels built
on top of some of the gates in the city wall, ans®f the names imply.
Indeed, St Mary Northgate, St Michael Burgate ah&d@nund Ridingate
were chapels originally built on top of NorthgaByrgate and Ridingate

82 3.K. Wallenberg, 1934, 606.

33 Frederick Francis SmithA History of RochesterRochester: John Hallewell
Publications, 1928, limited reprint in 1976.

34 There was a chapel next to the Bridge (callecBitigge Chapel), which used to
belong to St Clements’. For more details, seec&R M. JanetRochester Bridge:
1387-1856, A History of its Early Yeatsondon: Constable & Co Ltd, 1930.

3 Urry, 1967, 210-1.
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respectively and Holy Cross on top of Westgate. Safnthose chapels
were later rebuilt next to the walls, and most bEmh have now
disappeared. St Edmund Ridingate was establishedebiorman Knight
Vitalis®* or his son Hamo in the late eleventh century. Hdoumded St
Mary Bredin in the early twelfth century, and asdmes indicates, it was
first built of wood, as “bredin” comes from the Okhglish word for
“boards”. As we can see, that Norman family wastegumvolved with
Canterbury, but their names are not rememberdukistreets of the City.

A year after the Norman Conquest, a greatd@gtroyed the Cathedral.
In 1070%" William appointed an ltalian Abbot, Lanfranc. Hisk was to
rebuild the Cathedral and he did so by bringingsigints of stone from
Caen in Normandy. The cathedral was finished in710By 1085,
Lanfranc had turned to charity and built St Niclsolaeper Hospital on
his estate at Harbledown outside of the city. H® aledicated a hospital
for thirty men and thirty women to St John the BstpHowever, today he
is only remembered in Harbledown, where Lanfrancd@as can be found
just south of the A2050, east of St Nicholas Ha@d@ihd Chantry.

When William the Conqueror died in 1087, han swWilliam Rufus
succeeded hinf However, he was anti-religious and did not getgt
Lanfranc, so when the archbishop died in 1089, igMilll did not replace
him for four years. But when he fell ill and belél/he was going to die,
he then thought it might be a good idea to appaiather archbishop. He
had heard of Anselm, another Italian, and studéhaafranc. Anselm did
not want to be archbishop of Canterbury, but wasefd into it in 1093.
Unfortunately, the relations rapidly went sour. &uffinally granted
Anselm his wish to go to Rome, when he saw thatdugd benefit from it,
and promptly confiscated Canterbury Cathedral as s@ Anselm had left
the country. He stayed in Rome for three yearsufufied in 1100 and
was succeeded by his brother, Henry Beauclerc, agied Anselm to
come back. Sadly, they did not get on either atet afiore disagreements
Anselm returned to Rome and was once more in e¥ilben Henry |
called him back again, Anselm was a frail old mie. came back and
died shortly afterwards in Canterbury in April 11@hselm and Lanfranc
both have dedicated chapels inside the Cathedral.

After Henry Beauclerc died in 1135, the crostiould have gone to his
daughter Mathilda, but his nephew Stephen was ocedwimstead, at
Canterbury by Archbishop Theobald. Civil war ragidkized the country.

36 Marjorie Lyle, 67-8.
37 Audrey Bateman, 7.
%8 Audrey Bateman, 8-13.
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Stephen was taken prisoner and demanded a ransomCanterbury. In

exchange, he offered to sell his mill (the King'dl)on the river Stour, to

Hugh the Abbot of St Augustine’s. So the deal wWascompensation for

a Bond of an hundred Marks, the Mill near Easth#idgd the whole water
course of Water belonging to the said Miff".

Archbishop Theobald had a young clerk workifog him at the
Archdeaconr§f: Thomas Becket. When Stephen died, he was replaged
his nephew, Mathilda’s son, Henry Il. Thomas wasts® him as a
representative of the Archdeaconry and they becatose friends.
Thomas Becket rose through the ranks of the Churth Henry asked
him to become the Archbishop in 1162 and theirti@tghip rapidly
degraded after that. What follows is the famousystaf an enormous
power struggle between church and state, leadinghéo murder of
Archbishop Becket in the Cathedral in 17®icture 5)

In 1224, the Fransiscan order of the Greyr&fiarrived in Canterbury
via Fécamp, with letters from Rome. They were agbegorder, but were
given a place to stay and Greyfriar cottage cdhlsti seen today in the
south-west of the city. They were soon joined bg Black Friars, a
Dominican order, who settled in the north of th/éi Many years later,
they were joined by the Carmelites: the White Eridrheir convent was
located in the south of the city, near Watling 8tr&he whole area has
been modernised recently, from Watling Street alSheorge’s Lane to
St George’s Street changing Whitefriars into a glinogp area and St
George’s Terrace into a bus terminal. On the otide, Burgate Lane
links St George’s Street to Burgate, which wasrtizén entrance into the
city from Sandwich and Richborough.

This excess of monks, pilgrims and pilgrimagess immortalised in
Chaucer’sCanterbury Taleswhich can be seen, heard and smelt at the
“Canterbury Tales” at St Margaret's Church in Striytaet's Streéf.

#bid., 13-14.

“0bid., 14.

“1 The whole story — from causes to consequencesiesisribed in great detail in
several of the following articles in this publieati and so will not be discussed
further here.

42 Charles CottoriThe Grey Friars of Canterbury 1224 to 1538, A cifmition to
the 708" Anniversary of their Arrival in EnglandBritish Society of Franciscan
Studies, Extra Series volume Il, Manchester: UrsiNgrPress, 1924. See also:
DovyLE Eric, Canterbury and the Franciscans, 1224-19A Commemorative
Essay Canterbury, 1974.

43 Audrey Bateman, 32.

4 For more details, see the website: http://www ednirytales.org.uk/ (at St
Margaret’'s Church).
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Streets of a whole area of Harbledown owe their emato Chaucer’s
literary work. Indeed, strolling around the neightdmod, one can walk
down Prioress Road, Miller Avenue, Knight Avenudjfan Avenue,
Squire Avenue, Franklyn Road, Pardoner Close, MarshWay, Priest
Avenue and Wife of Bath Hill. It seems that Chaubes reached the
imagination of developers much more than the Romarise Normans.

Once again, as for the Romans, there is not muektdividence of the
conquering people in Canterbury: a Norman Road aoress Nunnery
Fields and Nunnery Road, west of Old Dover Roadhsofithe wall and
the remains of the castles built by the Normanssttevisible (from the
Dane John Mound to the stone castle). But apam tiwat, no street name
bears any connection to the Normans.

3. From the Renaissance to post-war reconstruction

On 36" July 1538 St Augustine’s Abbey was handed oveheoKing's
Commissioners and the monks were evicted. Somkeobuildings were
demolished; others converted into a royal Palatd541, once the palace
was constructed, the rest of the buildings were dlished. The royal
palace was not used much by the royal family anda®leased to various
noblemen. In 1612 the site was occupied by Lord hady Wotton,
remembered in Canterbury in Lady Wotton’s GreehBobad Street near
Queningate. However, by the eighteenth century gesace was
abandoned. The Abbey is now in ruins. Some pang h&en recovered
and excavated. However, some buildings are stithdihg on other parts,
making it impossible to dig. (Picture 6)

In Canterbury, kings and archbishops have bie&ed from the very
beginning: from Ethelbert and St Augustine, down Henry 1l and
Thomas Becket, through William and his sons wagioger battles with
Lanfranc and Anselm. Canterbury, through its arshdps has always
been very closely linked to the English royaltyteaf finding itself in the
midst of their power struggles, up until the reafrHenry VIII. The street
names show that through all this turmoil, Canteybwas clearly on the
side of religion, rather than royalty. In that resp it would be interesting
to compare the street names of Rochester to tifoSarderbury. It would
probably reveal the counterpart royal and ecclésasroles these two
important cities have played. In Rochester, theee saints’ names, of
course and a cathedral, some names are identtral @astle Hill, to St
Margaret's Street, St Peter’s Street or King's &trelowever, the balance
of royal and ecclesiastical names is probably aetin the two cities. For
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one thing, there are at least fifty streets nanfeat &aints in Canterbury.
And we have seen that not many Kings are remembgéyzaft from some

Saxon Kings like Ethelbert, Athelstan, Alfred andigar, there is an Albert
Road and a Tudor Road, plus an Orange Road wetteofCathedral,

named after the Dutch Prince William of Orarfg@he Black Prince had a
special link with Canterbury, he is buried in thatlzdral and there is an
Edward Road, but with no guarantee this road referthat particular

Edward. Henry IV and his wife Joan are buried thee but no street
name commemorates them.

It has to be said that without the 1942 Sedtfmilld War bombings the
archaeology in Canterbury would not possess suchreegd details about
the lower levels of the city. However horrible thets of bombing were,
one major benefit was drawn from them: the destocbf the modern
layer of buildings made it possible to dig and erata the foundations of
more ancient layers at various depth levels. Tha Kge settlement is
buried deep under Romdurovernumand SaxorCantwaraburg A lot
has been discovered about the earlier periods nte@aury since the War.
Another benefit for archaeology is the modernisatiof the town.
Although some things have been lost, like mosthef gates when they
were demolished to enlarge the streets and acoete tcity during the
nineteenth century and some of the churches lik&e&irge where only
the clock tower remains, others have been foukd,thie Roman Theatre
or some Jute round hufs.

It appears through archaeological observaflbtisat at least a part of
Canterbury was deserted after the Romans left afardthe early Anglo-
Saxons started inhabiting Canterbury. Excavatitwsvsthat a thick layer
of humus separates the two levels and also thapaké#ion of the sixth
and seventh century Saxon huts do not coincide thithRoman street
pattern. So although the original location of thenfan walls and city
gates remain in the same position to this daystreet plan inside the city
was completely lost. However, the medieval strestepn has remained
mostly the same to this day. The size of the ciig @lso dependent on the
number of inhabitants, which varied throughouthitstory. At the time of
the plague, the city was thriving. But after thagule hit, from early 1348
onwards, Canterbury lost half of its populationeTtumber of inhabitants
seems to have been higher before the plague HieiMiddle Ages, than

5 Princess Mary (daughter of King Charles I1) andli&fn of Orange reigned
conjointly as Queen Mary Il and King William llinithe seventeenth century.

“8 For more details, see the Canterbury Archaeolbgicst's website.

47 Nicholas Brooks;The Early History of the Church of Canterbutyeicester:
University Press, 1984.
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in the seventeenth and eighteenth century, beferatart of the industrial
revolution. With an expanding and decreasing pdfuia the churches
adapted by either increasing the size of the clag,obr merging together.

There were some changes in the nineteenth centoey wome of the
gates were pulled down to facilitate access to tthen and several
churches merged, such as St Mary Magdalene ane&g€'s, where all
that is left of St Mary Magdalene is it's tower aadmonument to Sir
Whitfield. After the Second World War, most of theuth-eastern part of
the City was bombed and a few streets and churakes lost, from St
George's area to St Mary Bredin and the LangtonoS8ishin the
Whitefriars area. St Mary Bredin was then rebuilttfier south, outside
the walls, on the corner of Old Dover Road and MumrFields and all
that is left of St George’s is the clock tower. Tgwst-war reconstruction
plans also included a ring road around Canterlimking Sturry Road to
Whitstable Road via the southern part. It was baithe early 1960s, from
Military Road to Rheims Way along the wall to thmuth, changing the
fields at Rhodaus Town and Pin Hill into a busydoa

A twinning with a foreign city can sometimes bommemorated by a
street name dedicated to that place. Thus theeexistof a Rheims Way
suggests a twinning of these two historically intpot cities, and indeed,
Rheims and Canterbury have been twinned since N3y1062%

Conclusion

After this virtual tour of modern Canterbury, loogifor traces of its
past, a few conclusions can be drawn.

The names of ecclesiastical figures remembereldestreet names are
mostly medieval and the topographical names usuellgr to features
which have been there for centuries. Here are adramples: Palace
Street named after the Ecclesiastical Palace ofAttehbishop, Castle
Street from the Norman Castle, Watling Street frihra Roman times,
although the course is slightly altered within thealls, Burgate or
Queningate from the old city gates, Pound Lane filoenold pound where
the animals which had not been retrieved by theinars after the given
time would have to spend the night.

As we have seen, the relations between the Normagskand the
Archbishops of Canterbury have mostly been straiaedn quite heated at
times, from Lanfranc and Anselm, untii Thomas Beskemurder.

“8 See the website from the City of Rheims:
http://www.ville-reims.fr/index.php?id=999.
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Following his martyrdom and sainthood (which onbok 3 years to
obtain), the City became a famous place of pilggeaand thousands
upon thousands of pilgrims were attracted to Chormgr However,
Canterbury did not become an ecclesiastical cibabse of this particular
event; the City only used the infrastructure iteatty had at this point,
from the dozen parish churches and chapels to duheerous taverns and
inns inside and outside the walls, and ultimattig, Cathedral itself. It did
not become a major centre, it merely adapted td mqeectations.

| would like to finish on this plea from William Wy in an article he
wrote on the street names of Canterblirn 1948: “Finally a plea might
be addressed to those who provide names for nestsirThe past fifty
years or so have given us some well meant butemytimaginative names
such as Ethelbert Road, Edgar Road and other &tleisodying Anglo-
Saxon royal names, with the ruthlessly dynastic emmlong Wincheap
such as York Road and the rest of the historicaligr Surely Canterbury
has enough history of her own without drawing oational sources?
When new ground is cut up into housing estatesoth@ous thing is to
preserve the old series of field names, most ofclvtdre exceedingly
picturesque. Fortunately ‘Forty Acres’ was retaiveten that estate was
laid out some thirty years back. And why not revémne of the old lost
street names from the centre of the city, like SaismLane? There are
plenty to draw from.”

49 william Urry, “Street Names of Old Canterbury”, ftarbury Local History
Pamphlet No.2, Kent County Council Arts & Librariesriginally published in
Good Bookgjuarterly magazine, issue No.6, Autumn 1948.
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Picture 1. The River Stour from the bridge in Thiis first facing south towards
the centre of town: the back of the houses betvidsst Lane and All Saint’s Lane,
second facing north: the Dominican Priory behinel Marlowe Theatre.

Picture 2. Westgate from St Peter’s Street
straight through to St Dunstan’s Streetrove
the River Stour
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Picture 3. Durovernum Court off Old Pretd. St Martin's Church
Dover Road

Picture 7. Dane John Mound Picture 5. flaee where
Archbishop Becket was murdered
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Picture 6. The Abbey is in ruins

Picture 7. Canterbury Cathedral



