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INTRODUCTION
WOMEN ON THEMOVE

KATHERINE HOLDEN AND FIONA REID

Katerina Rancans was born in Tsarist Russia. Shehle country in
1919 with her grandmother and during the interwaarg she lived in
Constantinople, Naples, Oporto, Bordeaux and Rijee later married a
Latvian although she always insisted that she hewemgiven up her
Russian nationality. During the war she did hert besavoid both Soviet
and Nazi armies, and eventually ended up in thésBrzone of Germany.
There she found some material security but woreldlessly about her
son. “Her heart yearned that the seven-year-oldurAshould have a
respectable education. ‘He’'ll be just like me, agalond! she said,
weeping despairingly into a handkerchiéf.”

Katerina Rancans’ story contains many of the tropesssociate with
female migration: loneliness, desperation, a feaphysical, masculine
power, an inability to bring up children properijhe lack of a home is
always painful, and possibly it is seen as beingnemore painful for
women, given the strong cultural associations bebmgomen, mothering
and home-making. Certainly women on the move areertikely to have
dependants than men in similar circumstances. Rahtife was shaped
by the forces of revolution and war in the twettitieentury but there is
something universal in her anxiety about being dgabond.” The fear of
banishment and of being outcast has long been aettr notions of
European civilization. Being forced to leave thty citate — and face the
perilous, unsafe world outside — was one of thetmdkless punishments
of the ancient world. Moreover it is the first, and the most severe,
punishment in the Bible. In Genesis Adam and Ewe fung from
Paradise and forced to wander the world in anguish:essence of the
human condition is to regain the home we lost &t fhst Fall from grace.
Expulsion has always been one of the most extreewmalfles. Late
nineteenth-century Russian nobles still feared ddianished to their
estates, and the imperial European powers estalllipenal colonies far
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from the homeland. Whether a prisoner was senitteri@ or Australia the
message was the same: you have been banished diroe1 fou no longer
belong.

This process of expulsion or banishment requireardboundaries, and
as settled communities developed throughout Eurdpe, boundaries
marking the community from the outside world becamere marked.
Medieval towns and cities were walled, and durihg tarly modern
period land became increasingly enclosed. Ninebteesntury bourgeois
Europe became a place in which the ownership @irlglanarked property
denoted citizenship. This idea remains powerfupeeilly in Britain
where there is a widespread aspiration to be faa property-owning
democracy. The nations that developed throughooeteenth-century
Europe became more clearly marked by legislativd aoreaucratic
boundaries too. European restrictions on movemenaine increasingly
rigid after the political upheavals of 1848, andclly came to be seen as
a normal part of government activity. Britain mained a particular
commitment to the freedom of movement throughowt thineteenth
century but the Alien Act of 1905 introduced a pdrof far stricter border
controls® The passport, a document once associated withni@tie
despotism, became widely accepted throughout Eudopmg and after
the First World War. To be without state papersidigpbecame an
impossible condition. In response, Fridtjof Nanseahe first High
Commissioner for Refugees, issued the Nansen pagspkey stateless
groups during the early 1926sAfter the Second World War refugees
from Eastern Europe petitioned the Internationam@ittee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) for “stateless status,” mainly becahsg were unwilling to
return to homelands dominated by the Soviet Unibet a life of non-
belonging, a life outside of a clearly defined oatstate had become
impossible and the ICRC made it clear that thes@ests could not be
considered.One example of the changing nature of Europeaiphmies
will suffice. In Thackeray'sVanity Fair, a novel set largely in the
aftermath of the Napoleonic Wars, the main charaawove easily and
often between Continental Europe and Britain. Saidtory would seem
simply unfeasible had it been set in mid-twentie¢imtury Europe where
the rigid national boundaries were overlaid by gven more unyielding
boundaries of the Cold War.

Of course the refugees petitioning for “statelesshafter the Second
World War were unusual. Those living outside thetgction of a state
have traditionally been vulnerable to persecutisith Jews and Gypsies
being the most common European examples. Evenaogulge indicates
the reviled state of the outsider: the foreignerbig definition, foreign,
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strange and alien. Unlike the citizen, the locatha native, the foreigner
simply does not belong. A life of movement is widedeen as being
unsettled, on the contrary, becoming settled is fttet step towards
developing community, society and civilizatidWhereas the “outsider”
has always occupied a difficult role, this has lmeoeven more
problematic in the modern period. The growth ofripism has ensured
that the nationally-defined outsider has come tosben as essentially
different and as a potential threat to the bodyhef nation. In addition,
technological changes, especially the developmémhadern, industrial
warfare, have resulted in massive waves of refugadslisplaced people.
The extent of this change cannot be under-estimétethe summer of
1945 there were about sixteen million displacedopeem Western Europe
alone; in western and central Europe combined thenee almost thirty
million homeless peopfe. The problem of displacement continued
throughout the twentieth century and at the end2@®8 the UNHCR
estimated that there were about twelve millionedtais people in the
world.? In the nineteenth and twentieth centuries theesoélpopulation
movement exceeded all historical precedents asl@dtgn from wars,
revolutions and environmental catastropfetn addition, the last two
centuries have been marked by a rapid increasdenlevel of forced
population movement. As Bessel and Haake have detnaded, the forced
removal of people from their homes is not new bitgt 6ccurrence across
the world as a mass phenomenon is peculiarly mddérCurrent
statistics are hard to access but according to URH@Bere were
approximately forty-two million forcibly displacefdeople worldwide at
the end of 2008

Whether voluntary or forced, population movemenftero evoke
hostility and resistance but there is also a witkssp recognition of the
necessity of population movement. The “imagined wamity” of the
nation state may be stable and homogenous butdtedaries of nation
states have always been poréubloreover, some movements have been
associated with status, even glamour. Merchantg lgagown rich on the
exchange of goods and services, a process whiclosalimevitably
involves some migration; political exiles aBthigrés— whether notables
from the French revolution or key contemporary fegisuch as the Dalai
Lama — have often seemed exotic in their exile. Tinéversality of
religion has provoked much physical movement tooom&n were
politically active as religious exiles in early nevd Europe and later were
accepted as missionaries across the world. Wheefagees tend to be
displaced and powerless, the processes of empildifigu and the
workings of international capitalism have encouthgegovement amongst
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the relatively privileged. Furthermore, the statdighe immigrant is not
fixed, and the persecuted refugee can become partnew and vibrant
culture. Before 1917 exiled Russian socialists fmfnpart of a dynamic
anti-Tsarist community; after 1936 the exiled Sphnirepublicans
represented the “real Spain” in stark contrashé&oftaudulent dictatorship
of Franca'* Yet whether persecuted or privileged, the immigtends to

remain “the other,” and “immigrant history is a aete history.*®

The chapters in this volume offer insights into marfi the concerns
discussed above and also pose new questions. Thgyaifirst glance
seem disparate in subject matter, ranging from iSlizemie’s acute,
critical dissection of autobiographical narrativedd by twenty-first
century Muslim women who moved from Islamic cousdrto the west to
Virginia Bainbridge’s account of the biblically ipised exile stories told
by and about sixteenth century English nuns. Thekladso ranges widely
in time and space. While the bulk of the materg&afacussed either on
early modern Europe or in the twentieth centurg, l&iter period includes
accounts of women moving from Muslim and Europeanntries to the
USA; and we have also included a perceptive aralygiEvelyn Spratt of
how an aristocratic woman froancien régimé-rance chose to perpetuate
a French cultural identity in the early years o thmerican Republic.
This article raises questions of broader signifieaabout the intersections
between gender, class, familial and national idiesti

A focus on individual or small groups of women &eta broader
historical context marks out most of the chaptBeingard Esser’s chapter
on the recent historiography of migrating womertarly Modern Europe
is an important exception, offering a valuable @i@r of migration
literature themes, some of which can be connectéioet work of our other
contributors. For one of the advantages of our @ggr, for readers who
are interested in the book as a whole, is thahdbtes us to make links
between chapters which may not naturally seent todiether.

One of the connecting themes across the book idaitigs on elite
women. Esser argues this has been a limiting fdostamost early modern
migration research and points to some importantistuwhich have
broken out of this mould. Yet despite this appatenitation in subject
matter, several of our authors have paused to denghe invisible
“others” who are connected to their elite subjeetd who are rarely given
a voice. Thus, Gemie discusses his authors’ maidsspeculates on how
differently they might have viewed the Islamic vehrivhile Bainbridge
points out the advantages for poor English femataisants who gained
the opportunity to become nuns and travel abroaligigg in the service
of richer and more influential women. Linda Martzlsapter takes us into
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different territory again. She considers the appdahn elite Canadian
migrant Pentecostal preacher in Los Angeles, AiSemple Macpherson,
not simply to comfortably-off mid-western women magts but also in
out-reach work to marginalized populations of Hispa, African-

Americans and poor people displaced by the Gregird3sion of the
1930s. Essays in this book also prompt us to censttie relative
advantages and disadvantages of supposedly @itessGibbons writes of
Catholic gentlewomen in early modern England. Tk&tus clearly gave
them opportunities but their political strategiesrgvdefined and limited
by their roles as wives, daughters, mothers an@rsisEvelyn Spratt’s
work on Josephine Du Pont also highlights the Atioins faced by elite
women. Du Pont’'s determined efforts to maintain Rexnch identity in

the new American Republic indicates the restrictiom her own power.
This woman, albeit privileged in many ways, wasniiya life which the

men in her family had chosen for her.

The significance of religion is another theme whicbnnects the
chapters. Bainbridge’s Brigittine nuns were in exit the Low Countries
in the same period as the English Catholic noblm&mo whose lives Katy
Gibbons reconstructs. Both groups of women wereirftg persecution
from the Elizabethan Protestant church, an expegievhich links them to
Gemie’s Muslim women four centuries later, sevarblwhom became
refugees after fearing or experiencing religiousspeution in their native
countries. Both the sixteenth century Brigittinengauand the migrant
woman preachers in twentieth century Los Angelesvdupon Biblical
prophecy and visions to legitimate their missiombe former British
suffragette Christabel Pankhurst turned to religitundamentalism using
the prophecy of Christ’s return while Macphersontrk was inspired by
a vision that God had told her to make her hom@dlifornia. The visions
and miracles which inspired and legitimated the shumanderings also
drew on a homecoming myth. Bainbridge argues thaiembering Syon,
(the Abbey from which the nuns had been compebefiee and to which
they would one day return), gave them the strerigthsurvive as a
religious community, like the Israelites in Babylddost of the women
who feature in this collection are defined by theiritual lives: the nuns
of Syon Abbey, the Catholic noblewomen of ElizabethEngland,
Christabel Pankhurst and Aimee Semple McPhersoa, rthmerous
articulate women currently writing about their oexrperiences of Islam.
Du Pont’s writings are an intriguing exception. &s aristocratic French
woman one might have expected her to focus on migoitance of
Catholicism as a symbol of hancien régimedentity. Yet for Du Pont it
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is the French language and a broadly defined Fréndture” which act
as the key markers of identity.

All of the essays in this collection point to thiéfidulties of re-creating
the female experience of migration. As Esser hasdyamigration could
sometimes be liberating and exciting, offering wanapportunities for
adventure and financial independence. On the otterd migration
sometimes imposes tight boundaries and re-enf@weislly-conservative
gender roles. It is the diversity of female migrarperiences that are best
captured in this collection yet we need to ask elwes what conclusions
we can draw. Esser and Gibbons express genuirteatios at the gaps in
the sources which prevent them from piecing togethe lives of the
women in their studies. On the other hand Du Pohighly-detailed
accounts leave us with still further questions: MiZas Pont’s insistence
upon her own “Frenchness” typical? And in what velig her sense of
authentic French identity become modified during years in America?
In a sense this is the question that underlies &sneissay: what can we
make of one woman'’s narrative? Or even many womsarsatives? If
there is no “innocent reportage” how should we oespbto women’s
stories of migration, refuge and exile?

Taken collectively, our authors all highlight theder range of exile
experiences. This is something we need to congiigen that we live in a
world increasingly characterised by movement. Gishtion has led to a
sense of uniformity across much of the world. “Mcad@ization” has
produced a wealthy international elite as well am@e rootless poor,
relentlessly in search of the work opportunitiefeid by international
finance, industry, global food production and teari The classic model
of forced migration has remained a potent forcpemple flee from wars
and environmental catastrophe. Recent wars indrabjAfghanistan have
produced vast population movements; the extentsplatement produced
by the 2010 floods in Pakistan has yet to be agioed but the impact will
clearly be colossal. The forced migration model sdb®wever ignore
women’s agency. Aid workers who have chosen to nadwead to work
in education and health projects in developing twes sometimes help
the women they work with to make informed choicéswt where and
how they want to live. This may ultimately resuit those same women
moving away from their own cultures and communitieseek improved
conditions for themselves and their families in deseloped world. Yet at
this time of great movement we also witness a ghetility towards
movement. This is particularly the case in Westeunope and other parts
of the developed world where incoming migrants afeen seen as
threatening the viability of the nation state, lretatening the stability of
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what has come to be seen as the natural orderedponse to these
political conflicts historians must emphasise tiwegl and varied history of
population movement, displacement, exile and imatign. We should

also stress the particular role of women in popoutatmovement.

Currently about eighty per cent of all refugeeswoenen or children: they
require our attentiof’
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1. Margaret McNeil,By the Rivers of Babylon: A Story Based upon actual
Experiences among the Displaced Persons of Eug@peat Britain: Lincolnshire
Chronicle, 1950), 67; 218.

2. Anthony PagderReoples and Empires: Europeans and the Rest of\Mbed
from Antiquity to the Preseift.ondon: Phoenix, 2002) .

3. Michael R. Marrus, “The Uprooted: An HistoricBlerspective,” inThe
Uprooted: Forced Migration as an International Piem in the Post-War Eraed.
Goran Rystad (Lund: Lund University Press, 1990), 5

4. The League of Nations established the High Casion for Refugees in 1921,
and the Nansen passport was awarded to White Rgss&zaping the new Soviet
state and Armenians who had escaped from the gimo€il915.

5. See for example, correspondence of Otto Beill@nité Internationale de la
Croix-Rouge, Geneve, G68 932 February-April 1948.

6. For comments on civilization and settlementAeBagdenPeoples and Empire
esp. 1-12.

7. M.R. Marrus, “The Uprooted,” ilithe Uprooteded. Rystad, 50-51.

8. Mark Wyman, DPs: Europe’s Displaced Persons, 1945-1@8tca and
London: Cornell University Press, 1998), 17; UNRR#elping the People to Help
Themselves: The Story of the United Nations Rediefl Rehabilitation
Administration(London: His Majesty’s Stationery Office, 1944},.1

9. United Nations High Commission for Refugees (WRJ 2008 Global Trends:
Refugees, Asylum-Seekers, Returnees, Internallpl&ied and Stateless Persons
Country Data Sheets, 16 June 2009 http://www.unhgita375c426.html
(accessed May 9, 2010).

10. For the links between the growth of empire,itadipm and environmental
catastrophe see Mike Davisate Victorian Holocausts: El Nifio Famines and the
Making of the Third WorldLondon: New York: Verso, 2001).

11. Richard Bessel and Claudia B. Had@Removing Peoples: Forced Removal in
the Modern WorldOxford: Oxford University Press, 2009), 3.

12. United Nations High Commission for Refugees HMINR) 2008 Global
Trends: Refugees, Asylum-Seekers, Returnees, hitgmisplaced and Stateless
Persons Country Data Sheets, 16 June 2009 httpy//mnircr.org/4a375c426.html.
(accessed May 9, 2010).



8 Introduction

13. For the nation State as “imagined communityg d$enedict Anderson,
Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin &@ptead of Nationalism
(London: Verso, 1991).

14. Sharif Gemie, Laure Humbert and Fiona Reid atilw Double: Refugee and
Citizen,” Planet: the Welsh Internationalist92 (December/January 2008-2009):
64.

15. Kathy Burrell and Panikos Panayi, “Immigratiddistory and Memory in
Britain,” in Histories and Memories: Migrants and their Histdry Britain, ed.
Kathy Burrell and Panikos Panayi, (London: Tauriademic Studies, 2006), 12.
16.Refugees Magazin&26 “Women Seeking a Better Deal,” 2 April, 2062,



CHAPTERONE

OUT OF SIGHT AND ON THE MARGINS?
MIGRATING WOMEN IN EARLY MODERN
EUROPE

RAINGARD ESSER

Every reflection on women and migration still begiras Christiane
Harzig has recently observed, by stating that wohmare generally been
ignored by migration research and that the domimaage of a migrant in
history is still male, young and unconnectéthis lack of a gendered view
on migration, which Harzig has aptly named “malesin”, is for instance,
still prevalent in one of the most recent, largalsgublications on the
topic: an Encyclopaedia of Migration, Integration and Mindes in
Europe since the Seventeenth Centaryrently being completed by the
International Institute of Migration Studies at tHaiversity of Osnabriick
(Germany) in collaboration with its Dutch countetpat the International
Institute of Social History at the University of Aterdam. The
Encyclopaedia attempts to define terminologies #wedries in migration
history. Here, norms and concepts taken from fiautht migration studies
such as assimilation and integration are appliedthe complex
phenomenon of cultural change in migrant communfti@he initial
introduction to the project sent out to the conttidrs in 2002 listed an
article on “Gender” as one of the key parametersttie study. For the
final version, however, the (all male) team hasidkxt to rearrange the
volume and replace the specialist articles on agpgres and methodology
by a lengthy introduction to terminology and cortsepf migration
research followed by a number of articles, firgity migration countries
and secondly on migrant group$his new introduction does not cover the
category “Gender”, but makes some fleeting remarkféemale migrants
scattered throughout the text. Of the 213 spetialiscles, only ten are
distinctly dedicated to female (labour) migrantsnestly in the twentieth
century.
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In spite of this retreat into non-gendered migratiesearch witnessed
here, migrating women as a distinct topic of his@rstudy are becoming
increasingly important, not only as subjects ofestigation in their own
right, but also in providing a corrective to theoabmentioned single male
migrant, the “uprooted” of earlier scholarshiFemale migrants need to
be counted and accounted for, their particular atigy strategies - if they
exist - need to be analysed. The female migranemempce can also
support the study of a gendered perspective onatidgr which is still
missing. It can offer important insights into expaces and perceptions of
female (and male) migrants and their self-fashigniwhich are at the
heart of more recent researcilthough differences between migrating
men and women have been noted, they have not yat bepped or
described systematically over an extended periodinoé. Researchers
such as Leo Lucassen have stressed the need fomswapproachin the
Netherlands, with its strong research culture igration studies, the
Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Researcl©O\W funded Vici-
Project “Differences that make all the differengender and migration
(the Netherlands 1945-2005)” at Leiden Universiags mesponded to this
agenda. This interdisciplinary research programmvbjch began in
September 2006, brings together recent historicadl &ociological
research focusing on female “guestworkers” and ignamits from the
former Dutch colonies to the Netherlands. It offéhne first long term
study on migration from a gendered perspective.ddeer, a view on the
programme of the Seventh European Social Scienswi Conference
(ESSHC) in Lisbon in February 2008 demonstratesctireent interest in
this area: seven sessions particularly focus orowsraspects of gender
and migration (mainly in the nineteenth and twehtieenturies). These
developments reflect a growing awareness of aradast in the particular
roles that women had in migratory processes.

The following pages try to map recent scholarshipearly modern
female (and, to some extent, gendered) migratiagh aistrong emphasis
on English, Dutch and German publications in treddfi Possible future
areas of research will be outlined. What is suggksiere might be part
and parcel of modern historians’ approaches tdadpie, but for migration
historians of the early modern period, restrictgdabpaucity of sources -
in quantity as well as in variety - a gendered pectve on migration is
still in its academic infancy. The focus will be tive migration experience
rather than on strategies of immigrants once tlesereached their places
of destination. The linear route from emigrantroriigrant to minority to
indistinguishable member of the host society, wiiald dominated earlier
migration research, has become a bit more nuamcegtent year§ With
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an increased interest in the transitional procésslfj historians have
started to look at the links between the “old”, lwland identity and
identity in the migrants’ place of destination. Yhaso look at migration
as a potentially lasting experience. It has begyested, for instance, that
émigrésmight find a stable identity within the diaspotiaat is, within the
expatriate community of persons sharing the sanimireuoutside the
geographical space that gave rise to that culOther emigrants might
lose that sense of belonging and need to re-défieie identity without,
however, necessarily making an effort to integthémselves into the new
host society, thus becoming exiles but not immitgarStudies into
Huguenot memoirs have demonstrated convincingly hefigees from
seventeenth century France constructed a selfioeataworld turned
inward on itself. Ego-documents have shown howcéfiely this exile
identity could shield men and women from potentitdsonances of
cultural encounter with others, mitigate the shookslisplacement and
neutralize the consciousness of the loss. In tlusgss, “negative” aspects
of the home culture were often re-interpreted oittem out of the exile
identity, while “positive” values and characteristitaken from home were
(over)emphasizeliHowever, these observations might not be resttitie
refugees’ experiences, they could possibly alsafmied to other forms
of migration.

The demographics of migration are notoriously diffi to assess for
medieval or earlier migrants. It is, therefore, satprising, that research
on these movements is rare and that a genderepepéix® is even more
difficult to detect from the few sources discussimgdieval men and
women on the move. Recent studies in this area paseularly focused
on female pilgrims, who can be described as omhptaary migrants with
the clear aim of returning to their places of arigHere, the changes of
the physical environment of these women on the naweeclosely linked
to their spiritual journey and are described asfic

Although exact figures are certainly also missing &€arly modern
migrants, a quick look at what material is ava#gblor instance, for
seventeenth-century Amsterdam, shows that femajgation was indeed
substantial. The marriage registers of the cityeat\that from 1600 to
1800 144,337 women from outside the city got mdriteAmsterdam. In
other words, twenty-one per cent of the bridesstegng their marriages
in Amsterdam in this period were outsid&raVith about as many as a
quarter of all women in Amsterdam remaining singtbe rate of
unmarried migrant women in the city must have baebstantially
higher!? Likewise, we cannot account for women coming te dity as
spouses or as widows. So, again, numbers must lhese considerably
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higher, although it seems that family migration Aonsterdam was
outnumbered by immigration of single men and singtamen. Even in
group and family migrants, which, in the early maodperiod, dominated
the numerous waves of confessional migration witBiurope and to the
Americas, women participated to a larger extentnthwmas initially
suggested. A survey of householders, listing thenbers of the Dutch
Church in Norwich in 1568, counted 314 married pass but sizes of
households varied remarkably. The list includedntydive maidservants,
whose names are not recorded, and nineteen ferakd#ves, usually
sisters, sometimes mothers of either the husbarfdsowife. 193 single
householders were listed, of which twenty-four wene by single women,
who lived either alone or, quite frequently, witietr unmarried sisters.
Seventeen widows (and thirty-five widowers) wergodisted as heads of
households$? By the nineteenth century, numbers of female migréad
further increased. The most intensive period ofirRramigration in the
United States, for instance, in the 1840s to 1888, more than forty per
cent female migrant$. Irish migration in the nineteenth century was
similar: almost fifty per cent of Irish migrants eewomen. The twentieth
century, finally, marked the turning point for grelafemale migration
over longer distances. Today women account foragpmately half of all
global migrants, while eighty per cent of refugaes female?

Research into migrating women has been exploredfagorather
unevenly. Studies of nineteenth and twentieth ggnttomen on the move
far outnumber research into early modern femaleratimn® This
tendency reflects migration studies in general,ibftirther accelerated by
the distinct paucity of women’s voices in the earhodern period.
Moreover, while modern and contemporary historiaihfemale migration
can make and have often made extensive use ofesogathered “from
below” such as diaries, oral history interviewsttdes etc., migration
research in early modern history is strongly biakedards elite groups,
such as members of the aristocracy and the higtieel@ns of urban
society and towards members of religious orgaronati where women
had a higher degree of literacy and also of inddpehagency. However,
other approaches to the study of early modern migrmmen have been
explored quite innovatively in recent years makisg of indirect sources,
which were not intentionally produced to record ratgry processes.
These can include marriage registers, as mentiaisuale, but also
broadsheets and ballads, woodcuts and engraviagsters of minority
churches and court records. Not surprisingly, geshagiven the relatively
high literacy rates and the closely monitored $tmecof social institutions
such as almshouses, hospitals, guilds and parighess and cities in the
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Netherlands often provide better insights into fenmaigration than other
parts of Europe and it is here, where researctbéas unfolding in recent
years with an attempt to offer a “lower class” aidai to our knowledge of
migrant elite women. Erika Kuijpers’ recent study/Amsterdam with a
particular focus on poor(er) migrants, mainly froBermany, which
constituted the largest group of non-Dutch immig¢gain the city in the
seventeenth century, has painstakingly reconstiuttte female migrant
experience — as far as that is posstbldere, again, records of particular
institutions, such as Amsterdam’s uniquely generbospitals which
offered free health care and support for pregnammnen, regardless of
their place of birth, have been helpful in detegtmotives and female
migrants’ life stories. Kuijpers concludes that fhdl-factor of the social
support from Amsterdam’s institutions, but also tkaowledge of
established immigrant networks, attracted womeralbfages and in all
stages of their lives - single girls as well as avid with or without
dependent children - to the city. Lotte van de iR used court records to
reconstruct prostitution in the city as a tradeimfigrant women, who
constituted by far the majority of convicted pragts in Amsterdam from
the mid-seventeenth to the mid-eighteenth cerfury.

As seen in these examples research on women, asignants in
general, was, and still is, to some extent, dorathaby historians
interested in labour migration and the economitoi@cbehind migratory
processes. Researchers have assessed the rolmehwoadapting to, but
also shaping the labour market of their host smdetGiven the guild
restrictions of the early modern period, a larget pé this research has
been and is directed towards women in domesticicerwhich is, it
seems, again, a growth area for female migrant WoBkceptions to this
emphasis on non-guild work cover research into fermamigrant textile
workers in the Netherlands and in It&ly.

Traditionally labour migration has been undertaketh a view to
female contributions to the labour market at th@aces of destination.
More recently, researchers have suggested lookimgigrants’ places of
origin and their impact on the economy and the etgcthat they left
behind. This has been done firstly to assess theoggic motives behind
female migration through an analysis of the ecowomilieu of their
places of origin, but, more importantly perhapsesgchers see migration
within a network of communication and mobility raly between old and
new homes, but also between family members in wdiffe parts of the
world.#* The transport and media revolutions of the lagt loundred years
have made it increasingly easier to keep in touith ymigrant’s place of
origin and have also facilitated the developmenhetivorks of migrant
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families, whose members are often scattered aonoss than one country
or, indeed, one continent. But this phenomenonnoadeen restricted to
the nineteenth, twentieth and early twenty-firshtaeies. Lien Luu has
convincingly demonstrated that Dutch migrants ie thixteenth and
seventeenth centuries kept regular contact witin ghaces of origin. They
migrated without difficulty between home, their Bisg exile, and also the
Northern Netherlands when career opportunities edermcreasingly
restricted in London, and incentives to migrate evereated by the new
economic centres in the United Provinces whichipadrly targeted this
adaptable, and often highly skilled, workfofé&imilarly, Steve Murdoch
has presented a highly complex system of kinshipvarks maintained by
Scottish emigrants in early modern Eurépaleither of these two studies
has undertaken a distinctly gendered approacheio work. They have,
however, sharpened our understanding of migrat®oa process which is
closely related to family dynamics. A new reseaegenda, therefore,
focuses on family and kinship relations with thejendered and
generational hierarchies (on a micro level) whidgatiate migration
patterns in the context of cultural, social andnecoic criteria prevalent
both in the country of origin and the country ofstileation of potential
migrants. Overtly economic reasons for migratiom daave deeper,
underlying motives relating to family relations buas a flight from an
abusive relative, the hope of concealing an unvebptegnancy, or family
breakdown through death and divorce. Moreoverptteeived profitability
of migration might not always be based on the 6rai choices” of
families or family members. The decision to migrakerefore, is as much
dependent on the position of the prospective migraher own family as
on wider economic opportunities or lack thereofisTias been explored,
for instance, by Ide B. O’Carroll in her work orishi female emigrants
and sexual abuse at home in the twentieth centtirpas also been
discussed by Lotte van de Pol in her analysis ef‘tlre of the big city”,
i.e., early modern Amsterdam, for prostitutéghe life stories of these
women, written down from oral testimony in courteelds, recurrently
mention broken families, sexual abuse and the lorpkemises of partners
as reasons for the loss of reputation and honotindit places of origin,
and a subsequent drift towards prostitution andypetime. Although,
clearly, these stories were presented in a malerdded court scenario
with the aim of showing the accused women in tret pessible light, they
cannot be dismissed as complete fabrications el there to help to limit
the punishment of women on trial, they needed toatestrate credibility
and we have to take these testimonies serigtisly.
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It has been argued that women’s migration relieseman extended
networks than that of their male counterpart. These be family and
kinship networks, but also institutions such agielis communities. Not
surprisingly, therefore, research on early modemmdle migration has
focused on religious orders and on the role of ches in facilitating both
the migration process and support in the placeesfidation. The works of
Leslie Choquette and Natalie Zemon Davis on Fremghs in Canada,
Andrea Knox’s recent article on Irish nuns in eampdern Spain and
Claire Walker’s study of English convents in Frareed in the Low
Countries are examples of these female migratonyvorés® These
studies have emphasized the degree of independesicauns could find
as migrants. For lay women church membership atr thlace of
destination was also often an important safetyar&d, not just in case they
fell on hard times and would need financial suppastan institution their
church could vouch for their honourable conduct, aapect that was
particularly important for single women who werevays under the
suspicion of prostitution. It is therefore, not musing that immigrant
women entered the (minority) Lutheran church in fardam in larger
proportions than mef{.For a number of early modern women, the migrant
experience, therefore, can be interpreted as eatibe from the dilemmas
of existing gender roles at home. Frequently, womvent to Amsterdam
to deliver their children, left them anonymousliytlz¢ city’s hospital, and
returned home with a seemingly untarnished repndat pick up the lives
that they had left behind. Others tried to escdmeme and ostracization
through the flight into the anonymity of a big city

Migration, however, can also perpetuate existingdge roles and fix
women in their place in the family. In her studytef autobiographical
accounts of a Huguenot family, written independehtt a mother and her
daughter, Carolyn Lougee Chappell discusses theamtigexperiences of
expulsion, flight and exile of two members of arkaie aristocratic family,
who both make the category of “family”, the cenwé their escape
stories?® They hold on to the idea of family solidarity, faiugh they had
been deserted by the father of the family, whordit join them in their
flight, and at one stage the daughter Suzannesraager at the time, was
separated from her mother and elder brother andeftawith some of her
younger siblings to fend for herself abroad. Tlisus on “family” might
be seen as a particular interest of an aristocfatiily, whose credibility
and social capital rested on reputation and linedge popular prints
depicting German immigrant women in service in Aendam in the
seventeenth century frequently emphasize their avdtsv and their
solidarity with the families back home. This wag atways presented as
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an asset. A popular topic of these catchpenny gramd also of popular
plays, is the young maidservant, who marries anwattbwer, takes over
the house and invites her impoverished extendedyfdamthe city, where
they are clad, fed and entertained at the expesfgas Dutch burghe?®
More complicated seems to be the picture of miggatvomen and
their role within early modern armies, that iscommunities which were
non-sedentary by definition and which constitutedtimes such as the
Thirty Years’ War, a large segment of early moddifa. Not only
migration historians, but also New Military Histanis increasingly
incorporate a gendered approach to their topics Titludes notions of
masculinity, but also studies on the role of wonasncamp-followers,
combatants and officers’ spouses accompanying thesbands to the
battlefields of Europe. In the seventeenth centtiigse women made up
to fifty per cent of the armies on the move. Earlgdern research into
gender roles in these military societies has beeninkted by German and
German-speaking researchers. This probably refldus geographical
focus on the Holy Roman Empire and its borders astnmajor conflicts
of the early modern periol.So far, a somewhat controversial picture has
emerged. One camp of historians, represented bgr FRairschel and
Matthias Rogg, suggests that military life was atemsion of civilian life,
which perpetuated and intensified traditional sociarms and gender
roles. Other historians, such as Bernhard Kroepeimt towards the
fragility of established gender relations duringmpaigns, where men
were at constant risk of either losing their livsbecoming invalids and
thus were dependent on the income of their fematéeners through their
services as cooks, cleaners, seamstresses, noeskes;s or prostitutes in
the camp$! Moreover, where women were not accompanied by ke ma
partner, they could acquire a form of independeihceugh their work,
which was not restricted by male rules and regutasti However, as
Bertold Brecht'sMother Courageightly reminds us, few women got rich
in wars®? Desperation, lack of opportunities at home andetterience of
violence also formed a substantial, if not the narsiminent part of the
camp-followers’ lives. For dishonoured and destitwwvomen on the
margins of respectable society, life in a camp daidfer a niche existence
which allowed them to be integrated into a groupctwhoperated on its
own terms. Voices of these women are, again, fetvfanbetween. Most
research in this area has been undertaken eittwargh the use of images
produced by men for largely male buyers or throogie voices such as
the diary of an unknown mercenary in the Thirty M2&Var, published by
Jan Peter® This man’s story, a rare voice of an ordinary mlcbn
campaign, reveals the dependency of the soldidri®itwo (consecutive)
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wives to keep some form of household. Women weadgédd, indispensable
in that they supplied physical and psychologicagpsrt in times of war

and uncertainty. How the women themselves viewedr ttole in the

camps can, so far, only be reconstructed throughiedi of aristocratic
women such as Maria Cordula Freiin von Prank, vevete Hacke,

geborene Radhaupt, an officer's wife from Carinthidoo accompanied
her husband to the battlefields of the seventeeattiury and who clearly
saw herself as a mobile housekeeper who tried iotaia the domestic

standards she was used to at hdte.

Gender roles were certainly also converted by womka disguised
themselves as men and undertook active servicariy modern European
armies. Not surprisingly, figures of those womea aotoriously difficult
to obtain, but Rudolf Dekker and Lotte van de Palé detected 120
women in armies in the Netherlands alone in theesinth and seventeenth
centuries”® Their study of female transvestism in early modEurope
tried to detect the self-perception of these woremy were mostly from
the lower social strata of society, and who too&iglee steps to transgress
their traditional gender roles mainly to escapepdeste situations and
destitution at home. Yet they also cited curiosityd the prospect of
adventure as motives for their re-invention. Upascavery the women
had to leave, but a distinctly negative connotatibualisguised women in
uniform and their dismissal as unnatural becameicpdarly prevalent
only in the eighteenth century, when, in generaimen were squeezed
out of early modern military life.

Within the complex of “war and female migration”vieever, another
aspect needs to be mentioned, which is particulasociated with the
twentieth-century female migration experience, tutld also be applied
to early modern case studies. Three out of theaténles dedicated to
female migration in the abovementioned Encyclopmeate dedicated to
brides — Filipina “mail-order brides” in Europe snthe 1980s and war
brides after the Second World War. Subscribing taditional gender
role offered, for instance, German women after 18#¥5only opportunity
to leave their war-torn country in search of adrettiture. Many of these
women emphasized their attributed qualities as horakers and
dedicated housewives in order to attract a husliaord oversea&® For
the eighteenth century, Andrea Knox has recentipatestrated how lIrish
exile women in early modern Spain used their asdriqualities as well-
educated and trustworthy companions to gain postiat court and to
marry into Spanish aristocratic sociéfy.Further research into the
marriage strategies of migrating women, based diomal, regional or
religious stereotypes which women could use torthdivantages could
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certainly also be found in other early modern sdesa The marriage
strategies of Huguenots, for instance, would prbbabveal to what
degree these women were able to exploit the gesliiscribed to their
community, not least through their own efforts t@gent themselves in
exile in the best possible light. So far, resedrab focused on the self-
fashioning of the groups through their historians @ommunity leaders.
A gendered approach could certainly enrich our tstdading of the
community in exile and the longevity of their distt identity abroad®
This aspect raises further questions of a gendetigdation experience,
expressed in a gendered language. It is noticefablastance, that female
interviewees asked about their migration experieiocdlorth and South
America used the words “homesick” and “homesickheshkich are
missing from the vocabulary of male commentatStBoes that mean that
women are more willing to express fear, anger, tfation and
disappointment in the migratory experiences undediptshared by large
numbers of migrants? Or is it true, as Carolyn lbteih suggests, that
“women writing their lives conceal their paiff*Marie de Rochefoucauld,
in her escapenémoirecited earlier, blends out unwanted memories. She
describes the unification of her family at theiaq@ of refuge, but omits
the fact that her youngest daughter, baby Thetest peen left behind in
France. She does not comment on the fact thatusdramd had left them
alone teetering on the brink of conversion to Clttsm and only joined
the family eighteen months later. She does not imerminy contact which
she had - inevitably - with foreigners on her tiaveut reduces her escape
story to the help and support that she receiveah figllow Huguenots in
different parts of Europe. Her ascribed role is thée of a steadfast
Christian mother. Is it, therefore, the silencest theed to be analysed as
much as the accounts of women writing about eRight and migration?
For many migrant women religion certainly providedramework in
which they could understand and describe theirneys. But even the
famous Marie Guyart de [IIncarnation, a French Unsu nun in
seventeenth-century Canada, brought to life in IdatAemon Davis’
Women on the Margingadmits that it was not just her vocation and her
desire to do God's work overseas, but also a sefisedventure and
curiosity, that had brought her to the New Worladrr RMaria Sybilla
Merian, another migrating woman again portrayedough her own
writings by Natalie Zemon Davis, migration from Rkéurt firstly to the
Netherlands and then to the Dutch colony of Surmaie seen as a
spiritual journey, but also as a journey to fulffdr professional desire as a
scientist and artist. The letters and diaries of both women also reweal
distinctly gendered view of the world around themhjch was shaped by
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their Eurocentric perception of the world, but atgotheir experiences as
women and as professionals - missionary and sstentihich moderated
the European claims of superiority made by theilensantemporaries.

A last aspect that needs to be addressed in thiextocovers the area
of migration and memory. Can historians detectiristcommemorative
strategies amongst women and if so, how do theferdifrom male
practices? Are, perhaps, distinct life stories abfamale migration
experiences transported through the female famiig?? All these
guestions are difficult to answer for women in garlodern society, but
the growing interest in a gendered approach toati@r history will, it is
hoped, open new interpretations and new researcthdse women, who
will hopefully no longer remain out of sight and dhe margins of
migration research.
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