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PREFACE OF THE EDITORS 
 
The present volume contains papers from the 2008 International NooJ 

conference held between 08.06.2008. and 10.06.2008. in Budapest. While 

the focus of the Budapest conference was on making NooJ compatible 

with other applications, the papers vary with respect to whether they 

regard NLP as a research goal or as a tool. However, they all present a 

slightly different problem either in the field of NLP, or in one that can be 

solved using NLP, or present a new development in the tool itself. 

As for recent technical developments, NooJ's developer, Max 

Silberztein introduces new achievements in the software, focusing this 

year on extending the system’s disambiguation capabilites. The 

conference’s invited speaker, Kimmo Koskenniemi, envisages more 

compatibility between different finite-state NLP tools developed for 

similar purposes – he outlines the possibility of a FST platform that could 

act as an interface between different morphological analysers written in 

different styles. It is in this spirit that Bekavac and his colleagues present 

the early version of a Croatian finite state transducer engine (NercFst), 

which currently implements a small subset of NooJ finite state transducer 

functionality developed for the purpose of deriving a standalone module 

for named entity recognition and classification (NERC) system applicable 

to Croatian texts. Matos and Maia describe the integration of NooJ into 

Corpógrafo, a freely accessible web-based system for corpora, 

terminology, lexicology and phraseology research in Portuguese. Also for 

Portuguese, Anabela Barreiro describes a tool that uses Port4NooJ – a set 

of linguistic resources developed with NooJ for the automated processing 

of Portuguese – and other enhanced linguistic resources for the automatic 

paraphrasing of mainly support verb constructions, as a preparation of 

texts for MT. Focusing on verbs, as well, Vu!kovi" and her colleagues 

present how verb valency data, added to the dictionary, enhances the 

recognition of VP-, NP- and PP-chunks. Zoltán Alexin's paper reports on 

constructing a finite state automaton using NooJ for morphological 

analysis in Hungarian, in which the number of states of the automaton is 

decreased by the theoretically largest possible percentage. Kata Gábor 

explains how a rule-based shallow-parsed corpus of 10 million words has 

been created using Hungarian NooJ. 

Cristina Mota's paper shows how combining Collins' and Singer's 

semi-supervised co-training algorithm with NooJ enables the recognition 
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of certain Named Entities. Chadjipapa and her colleagues focus on 

compound and proper noun treatment in the Greek NooJ module, while 

Fehri and her colleagues introduce the reader to the challenges of 

automatic recognition and semantic analysis of Arabic Named Entities 

with NooJ. Staying with Arabic, Slim Mesfar's contribution is a response 

to the challenge of building an automatic morpho-syntactic analyser for 

the Arabic language – the written form of which poses an extra amount of 

problems to the researcher, which someone dealing with a European 

language would never encounter. Huei Chi-Lin's paper leads us through 

the necessary steps of creating a Chinese language encoded corpus for 

further use in NooJ – giving insight into several further problems of 

language processing. Simonetta Vietri reports of the formalisation of a 

Lexicon-Grammar table in a NooJ Dictionary/Grammar pair. Milos Utvi! 

describes the expansion of the Serbian NooJ-dictionary by the processing 

of regularly derived word forms. Sta!a Vuji"i! and Du!ko Vitas deal with 

the problem of recognising a special class of Named Entities, namely 

odonyms (names of streets) using NooJ.  

Gucul-Milojevi! and her colleagues look into the representation of 

women in Serbian newspaper texts, using NE recognition and local 

grammars in NooJ. István Cs#ry looks at the problem of identifying 

constituents of semantic constructions in order to annotate a corpus with 

information on discourse markers and outlines then some lexical and 

contextual features pointing towards a solution. Bea Ehmann and Vera 

Garami give insight into a joint research in the field of scientific narrative 

psychology, wherein NooJ provides the language technological 

background to make inferences about processes time experience based on 

text corpora. And last but not least, Helène Pignot and Odile Piton report 

of the language processing challenges of 17
th

 century English travellers' 

literature.  

As this short overview hopefully shows, the range of problems dealt 

with in the volume is quite varied, which will hopefully enable the readers 

to find contributions that are relevant to their field of interest. 

 

 

 

 

10.02.2010.      The Editors 
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