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PREFACE

Seventeenth-century English news writers knew tivere a market for
news—about that there is no doubt. Right from téwy first decade, there
was what has been variously described as a ‘thigppetite’, or even
‘itch’ for news about contemporary events and adfairhe readers were
out there, but whilst eager or even desperatedifive to judge from what
Ben Jonson scornfully said about these early nedgécts) to read print
news, they were not prepared to hand over theirpgemce for a weekly
news pamphlet unless convinced that what they \geténg was worth
the money. And it was this that disturbed and thedimews writers then
just as much as it does now in the twenty-firsttegn In short, how do
you, the journalist, present news? What languaggadouse to persuade
the news readers that the money they are spendingathe case of the
internet more simply what they are doing—is a googstment? Whilst
seventeenth-century news writers were unaware odemmday media
discourse terminology, such as, ‘public idiom’,ttlg the need to create a
language that your reading public finds suitabletfi® communication of
news, they certainly knew about the consequencéiseif did not meet
their readers’ expectations. There was no needuoreys, questionnaires,
or focus groups: if the seventeenth-century realiegd in London, they
would simply go up to the St. Paul's area, wherestnad the publications
were printed and sold, and bluntly tell whoevergeped to be around—
be it the printer, publisher, or editor cum writeljast what they did not
like about what they had bought. No doubt, evemthbhe commercial
principle that the customer was always right wadl wederstood by the
publishers of the day, but, from the passage belew,can tell that
sometimes the publisher and editor must have kefemxasperated by the
readers’ apparently conflicting expectations arnsirds.

Gentle Readers; for | am sure you would faine t@aknby that Character,
how comes it then to passe, that nothing can plgas® For either
custome is so predominant with you, or corruptibmature caries such a
mastring hand; that you must be finding faultsutitoyou know no cause.
If we afford you plaine stuffe, you complaine ofethlphrase, and
peraduenture cry out, it is Non-sense; if we adieesexornation, then are
you curious to examine the method and coherence,aad forward in
saying the sentences are not well adapted
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This editor's address to his readers was writteNavember 1623,
just three years after the beginning of Englishqukcal news, but already
the news writer is setting out in print what no dbhad already been
taxing his mind for some time: how do | write upstperiodical news?

It is this question, which lies at the forefronttbé seventeenth-century
‘news revolution’, that | wish to examine in theepent volume. | intend
to follow the beginnings and development of sevemiie-century English
periodical print news and see how contemporary neviters set about
responding to this primary presentational and comoative concern.

In my narrative we will see some of the most sigaiit modes of
news presentation adopted during the century: fthen translation of
foreign news dispatches to the language of hardsndwe presentation of
epistolary news, editorial bonding with the reagentotypical headlines,
text structure and the strict chronological repaytiof news (thereby
further underlining the interrelationship betweemglish and continental
European reporting strategies), the language qgfgganda and the use of
non-standard language in ideologically construedstewhat periodicity
actually meant in practice in relation to the rejpgr of the Tuscan crisis
in 1653, the languagehe London Gazetemployed in its ‘Advertisements’
section in 1681, and finally a diachronic examimatof just what the
terms NEWS, INTELLIGENCE, and ADVICE signified dng this century.

| am conscious that apart from my narrative theeenaany others that
could be written as to the language of seventeeatiury periodical
news. As Braudel says, “All historical work is cemnged with the
breaking down of time past, choosing among its ichimgical realities
according to more or less conscious preferenceseanllisions” (1980:
27). However, | would also like to think that myoftscious preferences”
can be justified by the insights these specifidigts provide as to how
some very resourceful news writers grappled wittysvaf telling news
during one of the most momentous centuries in Ehdiistory.

In my volume | will be constantly drawing on thecekent work
already carried out by news historians workingn@ €arly modern period.
The work of such scholars as Folke Dahl, Brendaol®g Joseph Frank,
Michael Harris, Jason McElligott, Marcus Nevittsda Peacey, Andrew
Pettegree, Joad Raymond, and Charles Sommerdillgarme just a few,
has been invaluable for my own understanding of BEmglish periodical
news developed during the seventeenth century. Menveapart from
these historical works | have also looked elsewlremy aim to come to
terms with the news language found in the sundrartos, newsbooks,

! The affaires of Italy20 November 1623.
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and gazettes of this century. | have necessariflytbaconsider linguistic
and culturainsights provided by researchers working in traisastudies

and early modern correspondence, the work of eadglern language
historians, the methodologies of historical disseuranalysis, recent
studies in modern-day media discourse and corpgibtics, and, of
course, the research carried out by historical nawgsiists working in the

field of early modern news. Such researchers irclBidte Bos, Claudia
Claridge, Udo Fries, Maurizio Gotti, Andrew Hardi&ndreas Jucker,
Thomas Kohnen, Tony McEnery, Patrick Studer, Irraavitsainen, Laura
Wright as well as myself. Mine is therefore an iidtsciplinary approach,
nothing else would have been possible given thalyigclectic attitude

seventeenth-century news writers themselves hathdowriting up of

news. They borrowed and took from everywhere: al wossible, all was
justified in their determination to find and keapaudience.

Before commencing my narrative, | need to explalatv mean by
periodical news, and how these news publicatiofferdirom occasional
news pamphlets. The basic difference lies in the fthat whilst in the
latter the publisher’s intention was never intendedprovide anything
other than a one-off account of a particular evemthe former periodical
news publications the publisher’'s aim was to oféexders regular updates
of current affairs. Admittedly, in the early yeatsuch periodical news,
which in my opinion can be dated to the first stbechcorantos of 1620,
the regularity of publication was erratic but theften resulted from
practical difficulties involved in the transmissioof news, including
reliance on wind-dependent packet boats carryirg} from Antwerp to
England.

In determining the concept of periodicity, one alss to recognise
that the development of seventeenth-century pemisnis an uneven story,
containing not just a few blips but also months ardked years of total
silence. Hence, those times in the early 1620snwiasvs publications are
published fairly regularly, can be compared to fieeiod from 1632-1638
when only occasional news pamphlets are publisimeshort, if we are to
distinguish news publications designed to providgutar news updates
from occasional news publications—and in my opinithis is an
important distinction— we cannot be too strict inr ainderstanding of
what is meant by periodicity.

It is therefore through this framework of perioticithat we can
examine how seventeenth-century news writers adaptecated and
exploited multiple news discourses in their attetaptapture, inform and
even entertain contemporary readers.






CHAPTERONE

THE LANGUAGE OFOCCASIONAL NEWS
PAMPHLETS (1600-1620)

Although the focus of my book is on periodical prirews, which
began in 1620, in this first chapter | shall exaenthe language of news
found in intermittently published pamphlets soldtlie first two decades
of the seventeenth century. We shall see that while advent of
periodical news ushered in novel modes of reportimgent events, some
of the most characteristic features of news predem and language in
the first two decades were not totally abandonexento be adopted
again throughout the rest of the seventeenth cgnBy examining some
of the central features of news discourse and lagegyrior to the advent
of periodical published news, | believe it is easie appreciate the
processes of change, development and continuatiomdfthroughout the
rest of the century. In my analysis of the languafjigpamphlet news
between 1600-1620, | shall focus, first, on newsyplalets as such, that is
pamphlets bearing the words ‘newlest ‘relation’ in their title, and then
on news pamphlets written in the form of a letter.

1. Newes and Rdations

Occasional news pamphlets in the first two decaddle seventeenth
century most commonly carried the word ‘newes’ ldtion’ on their
title page< Either the terms appear together or they are tepaingly.

! For the first two decades of the seventeenth cgrhie word ‘news’ was almost
invariably spelt ‘newes’ in pamphlets. In the 162@s find the modern spelling
advancing and by the mid-1650s it was this whicll tsaibstituted the old
orthographic form. See Chapter 10 for a diachramialysis of the frequency and
usage of the word NEWS in seventeenth-century g news publications.

2| have focused my attention on news pamphletsoofmore than twenty-eight
pages since longer publications contain feature® ypical of extended essays or
monographs. All the pamphlets cited in this chapter be found in Pollard and
Redgrave (1976-1991)and can be read electronically ftarly English Books
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When they combine, we see that that ‘newes’ issilygerordinate term,
with ‘relation’ found in the subtitleNewes from France. Or arelation of a
maruellous and fearfull accident of a disaster (1618)° Newes from Spain.
A true relation of the lamentable accidents (1618),Newes from Turkie. Or

a true and perfect relation sent from Constantinople (1618). However, the
word ‘newes’ or ‘relation’ can also appear by itsak in the publications
Further newes of Ostend (1601),Lamentable newes out of Monmouthshire
in Wales (1607), Newes from Perin in Cornwall (1618), Miracle vpon
miracle. Or a true relation of the great floods which happened in Couentry
(1607),A trve relation of two most strange and fearefull accidents, lately
happening (1618).

Although the terms are different, as regards forroantent and style
there seem to be no clear distinguishing featuetsvden ‘newes’ and
‘relation’ publications. The format was small quanivoodcuts were often
found on the title page, the font was usually gotlind the number of
words per page varied between 350 to 400. The piatspleported both
foreign and domestic events, be it natural disasténinal deed, political
spectacle, naval confrontation, child monster anonder stories, or
whatever else was deemed to excite the public’®sity." Given pre-
publication licensing requirements, none of the phlets published news
that would have been considered in any way conisisleby the English
monarchy of the day.As for the narrative style, here again there are n
clear cut divisions between those pamphlets edtitteewes” and
“relations”. The style ranged from the most rhetakito the most factual,
from crisp, concise factuality to ambling philosagh disquisitions on
man’s cosmic destiny. The language of news wasther highly varied,
and given that such heterogeneity did not refleay dundamental
difference in the terms ‘newes’ and ‘relation’,Hadl examine these news
publications as a whole.

Online. See also Collins (1943) for a description of tited pamphlets in this

chapter as well as others published between 1600-16

3 In all citations | have left original spellings@punctuation intact, except for the
long swhich has been modernised.

4 For a study of the more sensationalistic aspettaews pamphlets in early

seventeenth-century England, see Lake (1994).

5 See Chapter 2 for how censorship was exercisetthenfirst decades of the

seventeenth century.
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1.1 Paratext

My analysis will begin with an examination of theratext. In
referring to the term ‘paratext’, | am following @ette (1997 [1987]) in
indicating those parts of a published work thatvjzie a framework for
the written text. Paratextual elements typicallglie the title page,
preface, contents pages, illustrations and appesdi@enette argues that
although the paratext amounts to just a "a frinigthe printed text . [it is]

a privileged place of pragmatics and a strategyarofinfluence on the
public, an influence that [...] is at the servideadbetter reception for the
text and a more pertinent reading of it" (1997: 2).

This definition of Genette’s is certainly applicaltb paratextual features
found in many early seventeenth-century news pastphMany of them
make extensive use of the paratext to attractrimfand orient the reader.
With regard to the first two objectives, that istracting and informing
potential readers, the title page is extensivelpl@ted, whilst reader
orientation is most obviously seen in prefatory idations or authorial
addresses.

What frequently catches the readers’ gaze on tleepages are half-
page woodcuts. Particularly frequent in news camogrcrime and natural
disaster, the woodcuts are often dramatic and senah usually illustrating
in broad but arresting images the main brunt ofsieey® In some cases
the woodcuts were probably created specifically tloe news in the
pamphlet whilst in other cases, especially thosesngamphlets concerning
natural disasters such as floods, it would appeat the drawings were
recycled’ For example, bothamentable newes out of Monmouthshire in

5 Only occasionally do the woodcuts seem of littetimence to the news story.
For example, iMiracle vpon miracle. Or a true relation of the great floods which
happened in Couentry (1607) the woodcut provides a picture of a grofipauses,
with smoke billowing from the chimney tops, buthwvito immediately recognizable
depiction of a flood.

" For a specially created woodcut, se&ue relation of a most desperate murder
(1617), where we see two figures who seem to qooras to how the protagonists
are described in the murder report. See Voss (1888:743) for an analysis of
particularly arresting woodcuts in late Elizabetl@amphlets, and Davies (1986),
Watt (1991: 131-177) and Knapp (2005) for more galnieformation on the use
of woodcuts in the sixteenth and early seventearghtury. Information on
European news pamphlets during the fifteenth artketh centuries, including
the use of woodcuts, is found in Pettegree’s hystdithe book in the renaissance
(2010: 130-150). See my Chapter 7 for an analyisvandcuts in the 1640s
newsbookMercurius Civicus.
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Wales (1607) andNewes from Spain. A trve relation of the lamentable
accidents (1618) print the same woodcut depicting floodedntoyside.

Whilst woodcuts are only found on the title pageso@fne pamphlets, a
summary of the pamphlet contents is almost invéyigbovided on this
opening pagé.The detail and length of the summary varies adngrtb
whether the title page also contains visual illastn, and if so its size.
Where there is no woodcut, or other occasional lgcapisuals such as
devices, the contents summary is quite 1dfdws, inEnglands farewell
to Christian the fourth (1606) the title and summary amount to 100 words.
This figure can be compared # true relation of Go[ds] wonderfull
mercies, in preseruing one aliue, which hanged fiue dayes, who was falsely
accused (1605) where the large and vivid depiction of aarhanging from a
scaffold leaves only enough space for the aboleedtitd imprint detail&’

From a semantic point of view, the text in the eotis summary can be
divided into different parts. They are, in ordeng tinitial information
relating to the subject of the relation, furtherckground details
concerning the event, and finally explicit editbri@mment on how the
news will affect the reader. The first part, théetiis always found, whilst
the other two elements, and especially the last, @aaly sometimes
present.

An example of a news pamphlet where all three corapts are
provided is the following 1612 publication. Thdeipage bears a woodcut
in the bottom part of the page above which is #xé t

A most true Relation of a very dreadfull Earth-kgiawith the Lamentable
effectes thereof, Which began vpon the 8. of DECEHRRBL612. and yet
continueth most fearefull inMunster in Germanie. READE AND
TREMBLE.

(A most true relation of a very dreadfull earth-quake, 1612)

The initial information is found in the words uptiiffLamentable
effectes thereof”. This first layer of informatias then furnished with

8 An exception isNewes from Spain (1618), where given the large and dramatic
woodcut occupying most of the title-page, the cotst@re presented on the inside
page.

Y See Morison (1932: 1-70) for a description (willastrations) of devices and
woodcuts on the title pages of seventeenth-cemewys publications.

10 |mprint details generally include the place andedaf publication, name of
printer and where the pamphlet can be bought. Timughe araignement and
execvtion of the late traytors (1606) the imprint reads, “Londohmprinted for
leffrey Chorlton, and are to be solde at his sladphe Great North dore of Powles.
1606".
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additional details in the words from “which beganiitil “Munster in
Germanie”. Following this, one finds explicit editd comment relating to
how readers will react to the text: “Reade and biefh

In the introductory information of many pamphléts tword ‘relation’
is very frequently collocated with ‘true’, ‘mostul’ or other words
underlining the authenticity of the newslndeed, so often do the terms
‘true’ and ‘most true’ collocate with ‘relation’ & the adjectives lose
some of their semantic force. As they are almostriably associated
with the term ‘relation’ they are to a certain extelelexicalised. Given
this, it is difficult to see how the presence oflswords can have rendered
the text more authentic in the eyes of the prosgetiuyer. What instead
does help to underline the verisimilitude of thewseis the factual
precision of much of the information in the contestimmary. Very often
precise information is given as to the basic corepts of quintessential
reportage: details relating tohat, where, who andwhen are frequently
found in the title page summaries.

Thus, the above title page Af most true relation of a very dreadfull
earth-quake (1612) gives precise details abaoutat, where andwhen. So
doesMiracle vpon miracle or a true relation of the great floods which
happened in Couentry (1607), whilst inA true relation of a most desperate
murder (1617) the title page provides specific informatimot only about
what, where and when, but alsowho and how.*? This emphasis on
factuality is designed to underline the authenticit the news. Although
the complex question of news authenticating stiasegin early
seventeenth-century periodical news will be disedss detail in Chapter
4, we can briefly refer here to one such featutee feature in question is
examined by van Dijk in his analysis of linguistiesources aimed to
enhance the appearance of truth and plausibilitynoflern-day news
reports. In his opinion one key news authenticatistigategy revolves

11 See, for exampléA true relation of Go[ds] wonderfull mercies (1605),A true
relation, of the happy peace concluded by the two mighty princes, Christian the
Fourth, King of Denmarke, and Norway (1613), A true relation of a most worthy
and notable fight (1616), A true relation of a most desperate murder (1617),A
wonder woorth the reading, or a true and faithfull relation of a woman (1617).

12 Miracle vpon miracle. Or a true relation of the great floods which happened in
Couentry, in Lynne, and other places, on the 16. and 17. dayes of Aprill last past,
in this present yeare of our Lord God, 1607 (1607), A true relation of a most
desperate murder, committed vpon the body of Sir lohn Tindall Knight, one of the
Maisters of the Chancery; who with a pistoll charged with 3. bullets, was daine
going into his Chamber within Lincolnes-Inne, the 12. day of Nouember, by one
lohn Barterham Gent: which Barterham afterwards hanged himself in the Kings-
Bench in Southwarke, on Sunday being the 17. day following. 1616. (1617).
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around language signalling precision and exactmes®lation to such
detail as persons, time and events (van Dijk 198&3: This view as to
modern-day reportage is equally relevant to eadyesteenth-century
print news. Then too writers predicated the trutidas of their news
reports on factuality and the exactness of pregisabers. For example,
we find such numerical exactitude in the followitmntents summary of a
relation about a sea battle:

A true relation of a most worthy and notable Fight, performed the
nineteenth day of lune now last past, by two small Shippes of the Citie of
London, the Vineyard of a hundred and twentie Tunnes, and the Vnicorne
of a hundred and fourtie Tunnes, against Sxe great Gallies of Tunes,
hauing in them a thousand and eight hundred men, of the Ile of Way-
yorcke in the Sraights: Our Shippes hauing in all, Mariners, Merchants,
and Passengers fifty sixe men (1616)

However, title pages do not just provide fact. Afsoind are those
attributive adjectives which stimulate curiositpntarest and awe. This
conative language is found, for example, in adjestisuch as “dreadfull”,
“lamentable”, “fearefull” & most true relation of a very dreadfull earth-
quake (1612)), “lamentable” and “wonderfull” Lamentable newes,
shewing the wonderfull deliuerance of Maister Edmond Pet Sayler
(1613)), “prodigious”, “monstrous”, “wonderfull’A wonder woorth the
reading (1617)), “desperate”X true relation of a most desperate murder
(1617)), “maruellous” and “fearfull’Newes from France. Or a relation of
a maruellous and fearfull accident of a disaster (1618)). The title page,
therefore, serves various functions. At the mosidkevel it informs the
reader of the contents of the news pamphlet, bart dm that it can also
help to authenticate the news content as well @éiseeand interest the
reader through both visual illustration in the formi woodcuts and
devices, and emotive, arresting language foundviocative attributive
adjectives.

News pamphlets, especially those concerning domesttters and
hence not translated from foreign publications, mdtequently have
either dedications or addresses to “the reader’es&htoo have an
important paratextual role in that they usuallyeatithe reader as to how
the news in the pamphlet should be read. This ttiem can take various
forms depending on both the pamphlet's subjectenand the author’s
own interpretation of its significance.

In The araignement and execvtion of the late traytors (1606) the
“Gentle Reader” is given clear indications as tevhibe relation should be
understood. On the one hand there are the “trdyftirsse involved in the
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conspiracy to blow up the Houses of Parliamentih@s of “the horrible
and abhominable Treason lately executed”, “a tmeakgay, so horrible
and detestable in the sight of both God and mais’.opposed to these
perpetrators of “such wicked deeds” lie “All faittif and obedient
Subjects”, who instead “may reioyce to see theiraytoff, of all such
accursed traytors, as entend the death of his Maiesd subuersion of
the whole kingdome”. In_Lamentable newes out of Monmouthshire in
Wales (1607) the reader is also provided with clear eghas to how the
story of the flooding in Monmouthshire should beempreted. Once again,
the author offers a moral framework to the receptib news, telling the
reader that the account should be read “with thatigaffection wherewith
| doe present it, and | am sure, it both may antprofit thee by putting
thee in remembrance why God doth punish othergsthdéhou maiest thy
selfe in time looke unto thine own courses, leasptoceed in the same or
some more grieuous manner with thee.” The authas demself as
spiritual guide and declares that the news, fanflbeing written to excite
idle curiosity, is instead published to provide aloinstruction. As
Raymond says, in news pamphlets prefaces were sa@ge® “reduce the
risk of misreading” (2003: 95).

Interestingly, the author’s attempt to direct thaders’ response to the
news through the use of the preface replicated wizs also found in
books of the period. In her study of framing stgéts in printed books in
early modern England, Brayman Hackel writes thabfextual features
such as prefaces “predispose readers to a partioegaling of a text”
(2005: 91). Through prefaces authors or publisieied to shape and
control the reception of their bookg2005: 116) and “construct a
community of readers desired for a particular wo(R005: 86). This
similarity of approach to the paratextual potentih preface in both print
news pamphlets and print books underlines the neeelxamine some
aspects of seventeenth-century news within the damacontext of
contemporary print publication. Many of the discmurcharacteristics of
print news can only be fully appreciated if we argare of the general
context involving both the production and receptidrprint texts generally
in early modern Englantd.

13 For further examples of dedications and addresseseventeenth- and
eighteenth-century occasional pamphlets, see @eri(R000). Some of the
burgeoning body of literature on print materiabieneral in early modern England
includes Spufford (1981), Reay (1985), Watt (199heale (1999), Sharpe
(2000), Marotti and Bristol (2000), Fox (2000), Amden and Sauer (2002),
Sharpe and Zwicker (2003), Dobranski (2005), Bragrhlackel (2005) and Craik
(2007).



8 Chapter One

As with The araignement and execvtion of the late traytors (1606), the
author inLamentable newes out of Monmouthshire in Wales (1607) adopts
a confidential tone with the reader, a fact whishunderlined in the
author’s use of the ‘thou/thee’ personal pronounopposed to formal
‘you’. Throughout the first half of the seventeentkntury the T/V
distinction (that is, the difference in usage betwéhe 2 person singular
pronouns ‘thou/thee/thy’ and ‘you’) was a recogdizyle marker, with
‘thou’ and ‘thee’ adopted in familiar, intimate derts and ‘you’ in either
formal situations or when the addresser wisheddicate respect towards
a social superio¥ The fact that in the above two pamphlets the autho
addresses the reader with the T form shows thiaisinarration of news he
wishes to present a more personal framework tanéves™® As we shall
see, this familiarity of tone is very unlike thealy impersonal mode of
much news reporting of the 1620s and 1630s. HoweagrBrayman
Hackel says in relation to the construction of anle reader’ in early
modern print books, the author also had an ulterfmtive in the
construction of intimacy between writer and reasiace such familiarity
and mutual respect was also designed to “shapewdatown reader into
a receptive, pleasant reader” (2005: 117). Thisl kihreader would read
and appreciate the text, be it a book, or news pé&hjas in our case), in
a friendly, collaborative spirit, very willing to ake the effort to interpret
the text in the way it had been intended by thaa@nif

In contrast to the admonitotpnes of the addresses to the reader in
The araignement and execvtion of the late traytors (1606) and_amentable

14 For studies on pronominal usage in early modergliem see Nevalainen and
Raumolin-Brunberg (1995), Busse (2003), Mazzon 80MNevala (2004) and
Walker (2007). See Chapter 6 for an examinatioprohominal usage in the Civil
War newsbook#ercurius Aulicus andMercurius Britanicus.

15 As the world of early seventeenth-century Englistvs writing was peopled by
the male sex, my use of the third-person male prmorextends generically to news
writers as a whole at that time.

16 Although the use of the T pronoun was standarcttipe in these early
seventeenth-century addresses to the reader, dher@so occasional instances of
the reader being addressed by ‘you’ (eNgwes from France (1616)). In The
wonderfull yeare (1603) Thomas Dekker amusingly satirises thosdaast of
books who followed fashion and referred to thesders as being friendly and
courteous. In the satire he indicates that suchptementary attributes might not
reflect reality: [the reader] “must be honyed, amine-ouer withGentle Reader,
Courteous Reader, andLearned Reader, though he haue no mo@entilitie in him
than Adam had (that was but a gardener) no mGréility than aTartar, and no
more Learning than the most erran®inkard, that (except his owne name) could
neuer finde any thing in the Horne-booke.”
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newes out of Monmouthshire in Wales (1607), one finds an altogether
different style inA wonder woorth the reading (1617). In the opening
address to the reader, the writer playfully invites reader to accept that
the relation is a true and faithful account of whatually occurred to a
“woman now dwelling in Kent Street”. Writing in spte rhyming
couplets, the author contrasts the fantastic, gil@ss stories of the
unnatural found in other pamphlets with the trutithe present publication.
What the author is therefore underlining here s #uthenticity of the
news.

I bring no newes here of some hideous Dragon

Nor tell | of Charles Starre-bestudded Waggon

[-]

Nor of strange Earthquakes swallowing worlds offpien
Nor Prophecie, found in some ruind Steeple:

But here | bring (in a hew true-borne Storie)

A monstrous Message sent from the King of Glorie.

Unlike the above addresses to the reader, the rsihr@face inA true
relation of a most worthy and notable fight (1616) consists of a dedication
to “my esteemed good Friend' NGylbert Robartes”. However, here too,
the reader receives orientation as to how the viatig relation should be
understood in that not only does the author extaadest wishes to his
friend but he also explains why he is commendirgy rédation. Through
these words to the friend, the pamphlet readersharee themselves
indirectly told that they should read the relatiora spirit of “ioy™:

| haue made bold to commende vnto you, the hardynaost dangerous
Aduenture of two worthy Shippes bbndon, and their Companies in their
last Voyage for th&raights, made this passed Sommer, against Six great
Gallies of theTurkes: wherein they shewed true volour, and gallant
resolution, gaining fame to them-selues, beenraueito the enemie, and
giuen a most worthy example for all of their coatdspattorne worth
recording for others to follow, a comfort to Owneasd Marchantes, that
commit their Shippes and goods to such mens gowmrand a ioy to all
those that heare their deserued commendations

Thus, with the exception of the dedication Englands farewell to
Chrigtian the fourth (1606), where in the dedicatory preface the author
merely states that what had inspired him to wiite pamphlet was the

1 This could be a reference to contemporary asticdbgredictions about Prince
Charles, later king Charles I.
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realization that some people had not been abledofar themselves the
grand pageantry and spectacle surrounding the difi@enmark’s visit to

England, the prefatory content in these occasiarals pamphlets offers
orientation as to how the pamphet should be readsénette’s words,
such paratextual material "controls one's wholéirgpof the text" (1997:

2).

1.2 Content

The news texts themselves, that is, what is fouitdinvthe body of
the news story beyond the paratext, foregroundoweeriding function of
news discourse at that time. This function can learly seen in the
following introductory paragraphs i trve relation of two most strange
and fearfull accidents, lately happening (1618).

The anger and terrible countenance of God, of dawved in this Land
here amongst vs, may awaken vs from the fast steepsecurity, and
turne vs to the Lord by true repentance. Therefe@st his heauy
Judgments in like manner come vpon vs at unawames,we be taken
sodainely sleeping, let vs with the wise Virginstlie Gospell kindle our
Lampes, that we may be found ready when our Bramge commeth in
great glory, to giue euery one as his works shall b

For we are to acknowledge and consider, that thel lbath not ceased
from time to time, at his good will and pleasure,send prodigies and
wonders in euery age, to forewarne and forearmefusis Judgements
hanging ouer our heads for sin: as appeareth blateeexamples declared
amongst vs.

In the County of Stafford in the parish of Burtopon Trent, dwelled of
late a free houlder of good lands & means, namenhEls Henworth, as
well stored with money and other houshold goodsimgsof his rancke and
calling in that Countrey [...]

What we therefore see is that news is understoddesounted within
a religious framework. In the vast majority of gartets between 1600
and 1620 news stories are not conceived of as benmprtant in
themselves, as a stand alone feature of humanesgéstworthy of
expression, but rather as a manifestation of Gadls Even those
pamphlets which thematically would seem to beatleliton God'’s
omnipotence are read and narrated through that ligtus, the pamphlet
about the birth of the child monster in Kent Strekbndon is also
predicated on what such an event signifies fomustched sinners forever
exasperating God’s patience and grace.
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O remember, that God is said, to haue feete of Laad hands of Iron, he
is slow to wrath; but when he strikes, he paiesdamd heauie. Therefore
abuse not thou Gods patience.

How many warning peeces of his displeasure hattidearged vpon thee
(O England) and yet, thou takest no warning

(A wonder woorth the reading, 1617§®

There are few examples of simple, straightforwagbrtage where the
reader is simply provided with unmediated facts aridrmation about a
certain event. The examples that one does findezorforeign affairs and
are translations of continental news reports wiidhileged an unadorned
factual presentation of news. The following, fommple, is the first part
of a one-page report of a fire in Constantinople:

By letters sent from Constantinople bearing dage id of lune, it is
certified for truth, that in the said Citty, themee, by casualty of fire that
hapned therein, at least fiue thousand houses,amdtthat the great losse
thereby sustained, amounteth vnto more than aadviilbf Gold: and that
the said fire was the cause of a great tumult amdrd® made therein

(A wonderfull and most lamentable declaration, 1613f°

However, as said above, in the vast majority ofesathis kind of
reportage is eschewed in favour of a much moreudisee style. News is
narrated in relation to something else, most ofteciety’s sinfulness in
the eyes of God, though one also finds instancesswants being
contextualized within a historical framework. ThusA true relation of a
most worthy and notable fight (1616) a report of a hard fought and
courageously undertaken sea battle only commerfteisthe writer has
first indicated how Roman and Greek society hondtheir own military
heroes.

The discursive mode of narration is frequently puated by an
exclamatory, invocatory tone typical of public prhieag or even theatre.
In the pamphlet about the child monsférwonder woorth the reading,
1617), the anguished writer rhetorically cries, ®hgland, England,
delude not thy selfe with these golden dreames?A true relation of a

18 See Raymond (2003: 118-122) for further analydisthe “soteriological
concerns” (2003: 121) of pre-Civil War occasionaiws pamphlets.

19 As | have not been able to trace the meaning i Word, it may be a
misspelling of ‘horore’ or modern-day ‘horror’.

20 For another example of reportage about ConstaplenseeNewes from Turkie
(1618). This mode of factual news reporting will &eamined in more detail in
Chapters 2 and 4 in relation to corantos.
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most desperate murder (1617) high drama is found in the exclamatory
accusation “Oh bloudy Hand! To snatch vp Vengeamben it was not
thine”, whilst in A most true relation of a very dreadfull earth-quake
(1612) the writer histrionically thunders “No, nib,is an extraordinarie
finger, that points out where such Tempests shéll The Lord of Hostes
hath some great Battle to bee fought, and he doeth but leuie his
forces: The Judge of all kingdomes is to arraigre dinnes of some one
people, and these are now but the summons sentHi®mourt to warne
their appearance®

A common feature of the discursive style, whicmizre often found in
those texts first written in English rather thangé translated into English,
is the use of parenthesis. Sometimes the paresttsegsed sparingly and
appropriately, thereby providing the text with thatimate spontaneity
that the writer was no doubt seeking. Elsewherdedsw, the parenthetic
comment is so exaggerated that it loses all funatiqustification

For the iniurie that we daily offer to so infinita Maiesty, in so
opprobrious and despitefull manner (being so farfieriour, and so highly
beholding vnto him) that (as much as in vs lietleevguite defeate God of
his honour, and yeild it to that wherein wee siagainst him. This iniury
(I say) is so great [...]

(The Windie Yeare, 1613)

In many pamphlets the author’'s highly personalinegde of news
narration is found throughout the pamphlet whitsbther publications the
narration is divided into two distinct parts. Iretfirst part we find the
narrator’'s voice as it self-assuredly, often smitle explains and
contextualizes the news, whereas in the secondtipanteader is instead
presented with a much more factual account of vidapipened, and here
the narrator'spersona is much less intrusive. Whilst this latter form of
news discourse does not often reach the samedét@ttuality as what is
found in many of the news reports of the post-1626iodical news, it
does nevertheless underline the informative commpiore news as
opposed to much of the quasi-religious rhetoricspn¢ in the narrator’s
more personalized presentation of the event.

2L Similarly histrionic is the following outpouring @anguish inWofvil newes from
the west-parts of England (1612) “Oh losse without recouerie! Oh griefe witl
comfort! Oh dole without end! How dost thou breetthe owners cares and
miseries?”
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2. Lettersof Newes

“I haue with the first conueniency sent ouer vybal, the newest, and
(heere) most knowne newes [...]": these words intcedaletter which
waspublished in an English pamphlet of 1626 he English gentleman’s
desire to inform his friend of the most up-to-daiews as quickly as
possible reflects the role of news in early sevemtie-century English
society. News was a commodity of high value. Thpeseple who had
important news would indeed wish to communicatto itheir preferred
addressee with the utmost speed. Directly or iatlyethe supplier of
news (providing, of course, the news was relialsl®)ld only but gain
from its transmission. The benefit could range fiftmancial advantage, in
that the news writer could be involved in the conutia transmission of
news, to an increase in personal status—that ésfabt that you were a
potential source of important news enhanced yourakstanding in the
eyes of the recipient of that news. This lattereasfs for example seen in
the following words written by Thomas Kery to Lofdlbot in 1590: “|
cannot write to your Lordship of the truth of thews that be here at this
time: and yet | do adventure to write to your Ldrgssuch as rumoured,
be they true or false, for that | would very faio gour Lordship all the
service | were able” (Lodge 1969 [1838]: 418)hat Kery, the writer of
the letter, is doing is offering his services apravider of news to his
social superior Lord Talbot. He provides the netiugh disclaiming
responsibility for its reliability or otherwise, imeturn for implicit
acknowledgment on the part of Lord Talbot of Kerylsefulness in
society’s hierarchical network of social relations.

News was, therefore, a highly-valued commodity, andch news
transmission was in the form of epistolary newsctsmews could be both
in manuscript and printed forf Although the former remained the more
common throughout the seventeenth century, the ablepistolary print

22 The copie of a letter, sent from Paris by an English gentleman to his friend in
England (1616).

2 For historical studies of manuscript and print sietiers in early modern
England, see Raymond (1996a: 141-144; 2003: 198,228), Atherton (1999),
Baron (2001), Peacey (2004: 237-271), Schneide£52043-182, 201-221),
Greenspan (2005), Randall (2008). For linguistidigs of manuscript news see
Nevalainen (2002), where the author compares Igiiguifeatures in private
manuscript newsletters to similar linguistic traitsperiodical news of the 1670s,
and Brownlees (forthcoming), where structural aytistic features of English and
Italian diplomatic newsletters (respectively samtli703 and 1690) are analysed
and compared.
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news was highly significant too. Indeed, in thestfitwo decades of the
seventeenth century, prior to the beginning ofiggral news publications
in the 1620s, epistolary print news closely follawWeewes’ and ‘relation’

pamphlets as the most common form of framing news.

A survey of extant epistolary news pamphlets betw&€00-1620
shows that the content of epistolary print news tighly varied. Subject
matter ranged from the landing and repulse of Sdsiin Ireland,
shipping news sent from Amsterdam, the “good swsEesf English
military forces in Holland, the voyage of the “Edstlian fleete”, the
defeat of the Spanish by the Dutch at a battlélatland, a sea fight
between the Dutch and Spanish fleets off Gibraliate newes out of
Barbary”, “occurrences which lately fel outRaris’, and “the circumstances,
of that horrible murther committed by lohn Bartraff”

Nevertheless, whilst the news is varied, what immon to all the
pamphlets is the underlying premise that what wallighed was the
version in print of the original letter. Sometimtss fact is explicitly
stated on the title page, where the reader isnmddrthat what is contained
in the pamphlet is the copy of a letter, while ithex pamphlets the
authenticity of the epistolary text is underlingdtbe presence of standard
epistolary conventions such as opening salutatiohckosing subscriptiof?.
As Dossena (2006: 175) writes, “a sense of iderigitgonveyed by the
choice of the forms of address in the salutatiod elosing greetings”.
Thus, some print letters begin with courtesy titlesch as “Right
Worshipful my dutie remembred”, “Right honourabl®my louing and
dutifull seruice remembred vnto your good honowr”,more prosaically
“Good Sir" and “Sir” and finish with subscriptionsanging from the
elaborate (“Thus my humble dutie remembred, | hyntake my leaue
[...] Your Honours euer to commaund to his power enuge, W.G") to
the more essential “Resting yours most assured” B Nlhe presence of

2 See respectivelylhe coppie of a letter sent from M. Rider (1601), The copie of
a letter, lately sent to an honourable person in England (1602),A true and perfect
relation of the newes sent from Amsterdam (1603), A letter written to the right
worshipfvll the Governovrs (1603),A true reporte of the great ouerthrowe (1605),
The sea fight in the road of Gibraltar (1607),Late newes out of Barbary (1613),
The copie of a Letter, sent from Paris (1616),A truerelation of [...] that horrible
murther (1616). As seen above, epistolary news pamphtetesmes contain the
words ‘news’ or ‘relation’ in their title.

% For examples of the latter, s&ke coppie of a letter sent from M. Rider (1601),
The copie of a letter, lately sent to an honourable person in England (1602), The
copie of a Letter, sent from Paris (1616).

% For salutations see respectively,letter written to the right worshipfvll the
Governowrs (1603), The copie of a letter, lately sent to an honourable person in



