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CHAPTERONE

INTRODUCTION

In the third issue oThe New Reasonethe socialist journal founded by
Edward Thompson and John Saville when they leftGhenmunist Party,
there appeared a translation of a poem by Bert@tii. Brecht relates
how Gothama the Buddha answered pupils who askedtiqns about
Nirvana with a parable of men who, when told th&irt house was on fire,
asked if it was raining outside and if there wasther house they could
go to. One reader attracted by this poem was Shludps, co-author of
this book, who at the time was eager for changeimvalved in left-wing
politics. He was struck by Brecht's use of this ataphor for political
discussion and quoted it often. Seeing the needafoew society, like
Brecht he was impatient with those who asked whkatihgs books and
Sunday suits” would be like in that society. It w&s crop up in
discussions with Willie Thompson, the other autbérthis book, when
their political paths began to separate.

The authors of this book met as students at Abartlggversity in the
late 1950s and early 1960s. They shared, and cento share, a deep
commitment to socialism. They remain friends, ewadthough over the
years they have expressed that commitment in diffeways. They both
believe that, although they were socialists befattending university,
their years there had a major influence on how ttmyducted the rest of
their lives. In this book they look at how theirudént experiences
impacted on them. The accumulated years they sgembiversity cover
roughly the period dealt with by Dominick Sandbrzokook Never Had
It So Good. He characterizes it as “from Suez to the BeatlBg5pite his
claim to the contrary in his introduction, Sandli‘sdbook is essentially
about politics seen from the centre of affairdslt. ondon-centred, often
indeed Westminster-centred. In contrast, our ainoislepict events as
experienced in a place which at the time seemete d@i from the centre
of big events, be they political, social, cultuealindustrial, in the era of
Macmillan’s “never had it so good”. North Sea O#dhnot yet been
discovered and Aberdeen had not reached the nhsmmaficance it was
later to attain.
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Although some of the book is written autobiographig it is not what
is conventionally thought of as an autobiographieré are two equal
authors (not a celebrity and a ghost). What we haxigen has some
features in common with oral history. Although heit of us has been
interviewed as would be the case with informantshef oral historian,
each has responded to questions raised by the aloert drafts we have
written.

We have interpreted politics very broadly, essdiytiecause we
believe that other aspects of society cannot baraggd from politics.
After our student days we have both followed acéaderareers, although
in different areas, history and psychology. It niythat the contrasting
preoccupations of these disciplines will have dbnoted to our
understanding both of our own development and tldemprocesses in
society and politics.

A student does not enter university aglula rasa In our cases, we
were already predisposed towards the politics efléft. For that reason
we have each written a chapter on our lives ujéopbint that we entered
Aberdeen University. Insofar as these pages arebengraphical, they
may raise the potentially embarrassing questiowtwdther our lives have
been important enough to merit such treatment. Wdrenind 1970 the
young Theresa Hayter published her autobiograptayter of the
Bourgeoisie(the pun must have been irresistible), her lefagnvfriends
mocked her mercilessly. They pointed out that eVestsky, for all his
achievements, had felt diffident about writing ariadiography, since he
repudiated any celebration of his own personalityough they had a valid
case, our answer is simple. The rationale of thak i different from one
in which the development of someone of obvious edtnents seeks to
explain his or her own life. Neither of us wouldsito suggest that the
recital of our life stories in the conventional serwould be of interest to a
wider readership. We have referred to our expeegiso far as we believe
they reflect upon wider developments and trendismihating the large
through the small. Like E. P. Thompson, we belitha history is not just
about the powerful and although we do not pretentet as neglected as
the poor stockinger to whose view of affairs Thoapg&amously sought
to give a fair heariniy we are self consciously acknowledging our positio
on the periphery of the politics of the time.

This is not a rejoinder to Sandbrookgver Had It So GoodHowever,
we hope that in providing some details on our palitdevelopment in
Aberdeen at the time, we help to create a more qaghpicture of the
period than emerges in his book. Both of the astteme their lives as
showing the influence of their time as studentélerdeen. However, we
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do not suggest that this operated in a crude déiestia way. The fact

that we have both made our living as academicsagetdyin teaching and
research, was obviously made possible by our educah Aberdeen

University. As students we were part of a smalteeiwho went to

university in Britain. Soon after we graduated leigleducation began to
expand, which meant that people of our educatidm@kground were
likely to be drawn into universities and collegegeachers.

We cannot ascribe our shared life-long commitmensdcialism to
Aberdeen’s influence but our experiences at thgaunity probably had a
big impact on the particular forms that commitmiexak. By this we mean
not simply the academic courses we followed, pshaho and history
respectively, but also the people we met and thiigad experiences we
underwent while students. Willie studied historygl di@came a professional
historian, but the Marxism which was to characeerioth his political
activism and his academic writing played little tpiarthe teaching of the
subject in Aberdeen at that time. Thus the soudfethat side of his
intellectual development must be sought elsewhsaedy’s studies as a
psychologist brought him into contact with Behavism’, an intellectual
tradition of which most people on the left knewtldit Insofar as
Behaviourism coloured his worldview, it may havedmadim less willing
than he might otherwise have been to accept soméefcommon
assumptions of his colleagues on the left.

There are certain striking differences betweenwbdd today and the
world half a century ago. Some of these might Haaen predicted. Others
have taken us by surprise. If we lacked foresiglat,can only claim that
we have not been alone in failing to predict sointhe ways in which the
world would develop.

Nationalism While we were students, we came across natidgnalis
ideas, but considered that they were trivial in parison to socialism.
Scottish Nationalism was politically weak at thmei. It did not hold a
single parliamentary seat. Fifty years on, Scotlaasl a parliament and is
governed by the Scottish National Party, albeit ow&hout a
parliamentary majority. This change is indeed akisty one but even
more striking has been the power of nationalismldvade. Yugoslavia is
a much more significant case history in this resfigan Scotland.

Religion Both of us had rejected religion well before bmowy
university students. Our basic reason was the s&eejust could not
believe the claims of religion to be true. On thieole we saw religion as
the enemy of progress. Our primary image of refigias the Christianity
which seemed to dominate the Scotland of our chiddh Sandy, for a
time, was actively involved in the secular humanisbvement, but
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eventually became only a passive supporter. We gigbboth agreed
that, whatever the faults of religion, capitalismasva much more
dangerous force. The advocates of Christianity wheen met seldom

impressed us with their intellectual powers ang thiobably encouraged
us to believe that we were living in an age in whieligious belief would

gradually weaken and wither. From the perspectif’ehe early 21st

century this may seem a particularly naive poinviefn. Fundamentalist
religion, both Christian and Islamic, is extremelgwerful in the world

today. Contemporary Russia, amongst other thitgsys how unsuccessful
were the attempts by the Soviet Union in its cagpab facilitate the

withering of religious belief. Our fundamental nidgment was to
overlook the fact that religions take their strén§om irrational forces.

The intellectual limitations we noted in the spakes for religion were

not necessarily signs of their ultimate failure.

Science The status of science today is probably linkedthat of
religion. Although there are some exceptions, @wthole religious belief
is a barrier to scientific enquiry. It has beensuoprise to us that science
has made enormous progress in the last fifty yétosever, even greater
progress might have been made if respect for thihade of science had
not been limited by the irrational beliefs to beurfd amongst the
adherents of all religions, including the so calldeéw Age” variety.

Feminism The modern Women'’s Movement is generally thowjlas
beginning in the late 1960s. Thus it is hardly sigipg that feminist issues
were not central concerns for politically awaredstots in the late 1950s
and early 1960s. That they had any significan@dl & perhaps something
which is worth noting. It will be seen that we wearenfronting feminist
issues before there was any sense that feminisstedxas a movement.
Here is an example of where an examination of doallwill throw up
trends that a “national” perspective might overlook

Capitalism One aspect of the world that has not changechés t
supremacy of capitalism. Needless to say, thisnwter of great regret to
us, and evidence of the failure of the communitgadialists to which we
have belonged. Capitalism has seen the world ecpmwaw enormously,
but injustice and exploitation still exist on utierunacceptable scale.
Capitalism seems incapable of allowing the growtthe liberty, equality
and fraternity which the French revolutionariesgtamed as their goals.
We see no reason not to continue to seek these.gdalvever, since
successes so far have been so limited, a congtaexamination of how
socialist ideas and strategies are formulated éessary. This book offers
a look at how the approaches of two minor socmligveloped. We hope
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it may contribute in some small way to an undeuditag of how past
failures may be avoided.

Since this is a book about political socializatitime interpretation of
the events and actions described would be gressigted by having some
knowledge of the outcome, in other words, what leaggd to the two
people who are the central focus of the book. Wieatding about the
youth of a celebrated figure, we may interpretehdy life in the light of
what we know of the later life. As we have said, de& not consider
ourselves particularly well known outside quite #maircles of
acquaintances, so we thought it might help theaeddve were to give a
short introductory account of our later careers.

Willie Thompson

After completing the training for secondary scheatthers at Jordanhill
College of Education, | worked for two years intthapacity in Glasgow
schools, but found that occupation failed to suiy temperament.
Therefore, following a brief period employed by tiseotland-USSR
Friendship Society, | entered Strathclyde Univgriitpursue research for
a PhD in economic history, which | completed in Q9having the
previous year been appointed to an Assistant Leship in Wigan
Technical College, or, to give it its full title,h€ Wigan and District
Mining and Technical College.

An interesting sidelight on the period in Wigantheat | was elected
secretary of the further education union branchenththe ATTI
(Association of Teachers in Technical Institutionslowever, in 1970,
after the campaign against Barbara Castle’s inttnohéon legislation, at
the best-attended branch AGM ever, | was overwhedimivoted out for
too publicly supporting that campaign. In additiowas rebuked by the
Principal for a reader’'s letter in the local pamer the death of Les
Cannon, the anti-communist leader of the electigianion, who lived in
Wigan. The Principal even issued a press noticiadag that the College
was in no way responsible. | also helped to progutanonymous leaflet
attacking Joe Gormley (whose local ground was thgawarea) when he
was being opposed by Mick McGahey in 1970 for thesigency of the
NUM, over which Gormley threatened legal actiormé ever discovered
who was responsible.

In 1971, with the opening of the Glasgow Collegélethnology as a
polytechnic-type institution | secured an appoimirtbere to teach history
and remained working in that institution through ¢hanges of name and
status, eventually to Glasgow Caledonian Univergitytil retirement in
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2001. The institution gained a somewhat unenviedpetation for the fact

that its first three heads were forced out durhrgeighties and nineties by
crises which resulted in their resignation, thetfivoluntary, the second
coerced and the third by sacking.

From joining the Communist Party towards the end 1862, |
remained an active member (during the first threary mainly with the
Young Communist League) until the party disbandselfiin 1991. At the
time we joined, the CP was repairing — numericallyeast — the drastic
loss in membership it had suffered in the crisisl®56-57, and by the
middle of the decade had recovered them, but tfierehe membership
figures went into steady decline, at first slowlhen continuously
accelerating. This was despite specific and sonastiguite significant
successes, such as leadership of the UCS workeimpariicipation in the
direction of the miners’ strikes of 1972 and 19fdaddition, the area |
was directly involved in during my time as a poatirate student, the
communist student organisation, made considerabiearees in both
numbers and presence on university and college esesp and was
successful in gaining a leading role in the studemibdns both in England
and Scotland.

During the seventies my main Party responsibilitgswediting an
irregular publicationScottish Marxistand | was also persuaded towards
the end of that decade, to take on the editorshiheomonthly newspaper
of the Scottish Old Age Pensions AssociatiBnpttish Pensioneil used
to joke that | was getting my old age over withlgaout one of the things
which astonished me was the degree of personatitylicts, infighting
and factionalism within this elderly collective. 8BA was virtually a
Party fief, for, having been set up by the vetecammunist miner Abe
Moffat, it was supported by the Scottish NUM, whiah that time was
dominated by communists — though the party wasfulat@ ensure that it
kept itself in the background and the Associatiasironted by suitably
respectable labour movement figures. Subsequemttiid mid-eighties |
was the Scottish member of the editorial boardhef ¢ontroversial CP
monthly Marxism Todayedited by Martin Jacques, which evoked a lot of
opposition from its opponents within the partghen in a state of severe
division. The journal's critics accusing it of undermining ther{ys
working class credentials with its bourgeois-irgetlal approach and
commissioning of articles from anti-socialist autheuch as Michael
Heseltine.

| also in this decade became closely involved i CP’s History
Group, which following the party’s disbandment certed itself into the
Socialist History Society. I've continued sincetivat role. In addition, in
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1992 | published a historical sketch of the histasf the British
Communist Party from foundation to demise.

Since the early 1990s, | have published a numbbboks, the titles of
which will indicate my interests.The Good Old Cause: British
Communism 1990-1931Glasgow Caledonian University: Its Origins and
Evolution (with Carole McCallunf) Postmodernism and Histdhyand
Ideologies in the Age of Extremes: Liberalism, @ownatism, Communism
and Fascis

Sandy Hobbs

During the 1960s, | spent relatively short periagither teaching or
researching at Queen’s College, Dundee (later thigdusity of Dundee),
the University of Strathclyde, and Edinburgh Collerf Commerce (later
Napier University). Academically, | did not partlady enjoy my time
there and | doubt if an impartial outsider wouldhsioler my work there of
any particular merit. | had not been keen to ledlverdeen when | took up
the post of “Assistant” in Dundee, but it was priolyavaluable in the long
run to broaden my horizons. | formed a number aiglostanding
friendships there and, through my involvement inDZNot to know the
cartoonist, Leo Baxendale. | wrote some scriptshiemew comidVham!
and for a time considered the possibility of makihgt my full-time
occupation. Although | think | was not likely to have made chuof a
success of that, | was always glad to have haditisater experience of
working in popular culture.

My move to Glasgow coincided with the beginning afLabour
Government led by Harold Wilson. For several yelamsorked in the
Labour Party but became progressively more and misiusioned with
it. Norman Buchan, whom | had met through the Nesift,Lbecame a
member of the government and our friendship madiarid for me to give
up on the Party, but eventually | did. For a shione | was a member of
the International Socialists, forerunner of the i8list Worker Party, but
found the atmosphere of that organization uncoragehiachieved much
more satisfaction working on the small, short-livaddependent
newspaperGlasgow Newslt was a time when awareness of health and
safety issues in the workplace was gradually bagdind my contribution
was to write a column as “Job Sp¥”

By that time | had joined the Psychology Departmehtlordanhill
College of Education and was pleasantly surprigefind myself in an
environment where | could be more effectively inmga in research.
Furthermore, | was able to collaborate with twdofel behaviourists. First,
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| was part of a team studying primary school pupfiPakistani origin.
This resulted in the bookhe Immigrant School Learri@r This work was
followed by the Classroom Interaction Project, whiavolved the then
fashionable technique of classroom observation.eMorportant to me,
however, was the fact that | was now able to adioptstance of radical
behaviourism which | had come to believe is themfaipe for a scientific
psychology. We cannot claim to have had the impacprimary school
teaching methods that we had intended, but we ghddi some papers
which | felt honestly represented my standpSGintVhile at Jordanhill |
initiated research areas which | continued to explehen | moved to
Paisley. Virtually everything that my collaborat@avid Cornwell, and |
wrote was either explicitly or implicitly behavidst in orientation. Much
of it could be considered to be in the field of ®mcial psychology of
knowledge. Sometimes we were concerned with fotklsuch as urban
legends, jokes and children’s panic, but we alsikdd critically at out
fellow psychologists. We found that some psycholddfered little from
folklore™,

In 1975, | made another move, this time to lecatrBaisley College of
Technology. For a period in the early 1980s it lablas if | might have to
make another move, because a minister in the Ceatssr government
decided he would like to close down the teachingagfial sciences at the
college, which was then directly answerable to $vettish Office. We
fought a successful campaign to resist his plard social sciences
steadily grew as the institution expanded. GoinBagley turned out to be
my final move as | continue my connection with tladtitution to the
present. It is now part of the University of the 8/ef Scotland. Although
| retired as from teaching in 2002, | am now andrary research fellow
there.

During these years my main fields of research lmaan Contemporary
Legend and Child Labour. The similarity of the i@i$ sometimes leads to
filing problems! | had first written about contempoy legends in the
1960s but there was hardly any academic interesuahn an apparently
trivial subject and | maintained my interest essdigt as a hobby.
However, in the early 1980s | became aware thafaig developing as a
recognizable field of study. Thanks to the bookgari Harold Brunvarif
public awareness of these stories grew rapidlynk&#o the organizational
effort of Paul Smith and Gillian Bennett a seriéternational conferences
began to be held, resulting in the formation ofltiternational Society for
Contemporary Legend Research. | was an enthusjeestiicipant in these
developments and found these scholars providednarkably congenial
academic ambience.
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I might have found myself specialising almost exolaly in this field
had it not been an initially chance developmergiagi out of my interest
in the social psychology of knowledge. A basic dqoes| asked was
apparently simple. Since child labour is so commmund the world, why
are there hardly any psychologists studying it? iBa®@ornwell and |
wrote a conference paper on this, which was evéntpablished in the
International Journal of Psycholody This might have been the end of the
matter had it not been for a chance meeting irstteets of Aberdeen with
a former student of mine, the sociologist Michaal/alette. He expressed
an interest in undertaking post-graduate reseanchlasuggested child
employment as a topic. We soon discovered thatoadth many
politicians denied the existence of any problenerehwere some people
campaigning for stricter protection of young workefhus our first short
book on the subjecthe Hidden Workforcayas published by the Scottish
Low Pay Unit®. We soon found ourselves in regular contact with
politicians, most of whose interest lasted onletbyi until they moved on
to some other issue. Our research was predominaathzerned with
Britain, but my colleague Jim McKechnie and | sdonnd ourselves
collaborating with international scholars and caigpers. We were
invited to compile the final report of the Interaatal Working Group on
Child Labout’. Research in this area is interdisciplinary sdsitnot
surprising that our academic articles have appeareck frequently in
journals of Social Policy than of Psychology. Arertihesult of the breadth
of approaches that we have encountered and adwejiedur invitation to
write theWorld History Companion to Child LabSr We have constantly
struggled to find funding for our empirical resdaralthough were
eventually successful in obtaining the financiappart of the Scottish
government for a large scale national study. Mylwement in this field
continues and a number of projects are planned iérfidnding can be
scraped together, will eventually come to fruition.

| have not forgotten my commitment to radical bebasism and in
recent years have formed closer ties with the hiebagt community,
which is primarily based in the United States, ofirse. | am particularly
satisfied to have become involved with the orgamraBehaviorists for
Social Responsibility and the journBehavior and Social Issue$hus
late in my working life | have had better opporties to comfortably
combine my espousal of scientific psychology andadism.






CHAPTERTWO

ABERDEEN AND ITSUNIVERSITY

Until the mid-1960s, Scotland had four universitiaé of them “ancient”.
In 1949, two of Aberdeen University’'s geographeublished a study of
the “normal residence” of its students in the finglif of the twentieth
century. In 1913-4, 95 percent came from the nesst of Scotland. In
1938-9 it was 92 percent. By 1948-9 it had fallei®2 percent, but that
still made it overwhelmingly a “local” university A study by H. A.
Moisley published in 1960,comparing the Scottish Universities of the
time, demonstrated the special nature of Aberdeesi&ionship with its
catchment area. Considering students enteringiSitathiversities for the
first time in 1956, Moisley found that Aberdeenyciient more students to
university than any other city or county in Scotlgf.75 per thousand, the
next highest figure being 0.68). Edinburgh was p.B8indee 0.50,
Glasgow 0.40. Moisley confirmed O’Dell and Waltonfsding that
Aberdeen University (like Glasgow and Edinburgh bulike St Andrews)
had a distinctive catchment area. Moisley’s findiwgs that Aberdeen
students entering the university made up 1.05 pérockthe 16-19 age
group (as measured by the previous census).

With a city population of around 180,000 and a amsity student body
of over 2,000, just over one in a hundred of thassdent in Aberdeen
during term time would be students. That may natnsea striking
proportion, especially given that so many of thedshts were locals.
However, staff and students made a disproportioimapact on the city’'s
life. The main theatre, His Majesty’s, was takeerofor a week each year
for the “students’ show”, sketches and songs wipidal and local
references. A similarly light-hearted event wasdhaual students’ charity
week, culminating in The Torcher, a fancy dresscession around the
centre of town. To many children in the town, aitignt” was someone in
fancy dress rattling a can and demanding moneythénperiod which
concerns us, a rather remarkable bringing togethdhe university and
the city took place when Rev. John M. Graham, thefe3sor of
Systematic Theology, served as Lord Provost, frah21lto 1955, and
again from 1961 to 1964.
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The University had two main sites centred on Kingsellege and
Marischal College. Historically these had been weparate, and small,
institutions dating from 1495 and 1593 respectivebyut they were
amalgamated in 1860. Amongst ordinary citizens,faoe of this “fusion”
about a century before had not necessarily beanlglenderstood. Students
would often be asked whether they attended “Kingis”“Marischal”,
giving location an inflated importance. Certairdgpartments tended to be
in one location or another, but students who atdndasses in King's
were quite likely to find themselves later in thaydn the environs of
Marischal, where the University Union was to benfdulLocal people also
tended to stress the vocational character of usityereducation, as
expressed in the question “What are you comingmbe?” Traditionally,
that question would have had a certain approprégtenThose taking the
Master of Arts might well frequently find themsetvas teachers unless
they went on to study Medicine, Divinity or Law, imhich case they
would hope to “come out” as doctors, ministersaanyers. However, the
University now also had a substantial Faculty ofeBce, which taught
degrees in the sciences but also Engineering, ffgraad Agriculture.
Chairs of History and Psychology, subjects of pattir significance for
the present authors, had been founded in 1911 @46 fespectively, so
they were by no means part of the “ancient” traditof the University.
They were both in the Faculty of Arts. Social Sciemwere not strong in
the university at time. It was not until 1964 tratChair of Sociology
would be founded.

Economically, the Aberdeen of the time was mixeédvads the centre
of the rich agricultural region of North East Seoidl. It was famous as a
fishing port, although. according to the Aberdeetume in theThird
Statistical Account of Scotlad953y, the fishing industry, with around
2300 employees, was far behind shipbuilding andinemging, which
employed 8500. Despite being rightly known as tman@e City because
of the prominent use of that stone in major buiddinthe granite industry
employed fewer than 800 workers. Aberdonians dit fira it easy to
forget their position at the heart of a farming distiing region. The smell
of fish lingered over much of the town centre. @a#ind other livestock
were driven through the streets to the slaughtesdaidier arriving by train
or boat. The runaway cow or pig was a familiar sigh

The impact of large capitalist institutions wasreasing at the time.
Although most large concerns were owned by locahganies, many of
which had interlocking directorships, large natioc@mpanies such as ICI
and Unilever were also present. Some local depaitratores such as
Esslemont & Macintosh and Isaac Benzie's were lpaabned, but Watt
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& Grant and Falconer’s had become part of largentioes. The North of
Scotland Bank had merged with the Clydesdale, whichturn was
controlled by the Midland Bank. The Northern Co@time Society was
an important institution for many families for whaime dividend paid to
members was in effect a simple method of saving difnouncement of
the rate of the next “divie” payment was major nawshe local press.
Unlike most Scottish cooperative societies, the NG@GS not affiliated to
the Scottish Cooperative Wholesale Society. Howelike all Scottish
coops, its was already coming under the threat arhpetition from
supermarkets.

The mixed nature of the Aberdeen economy gave sprogection
against the worst effects of the vagaries of thgtakst economy. In 1935,
when unemployment in Glasgow was over 28 percedtiarDundee 27
per cent, Aberdeen’s was “only” just over 20 peantc©n the other hand,
housing conditions did not compare favourably vather large towns. In
1938, residents in 58 per cent of houses had tcedadlets with other
families, compared to a figure of 32 per cent fdram Scotland generally.
In 1951 it was estimated that 10,000 new housedatkt® be built for the
population to be “adequately housed”. This infeposition was eventually
to become widely known at the time of the Aberd&gphoid Outbreak of
1964, when inadequate hygiene was seen as a meajson for the spread
of the disease

Aberdeen changed in several obvious respects dutieg period
covered by this book. Particularly conspicuous weransport and
entertainment. In 1950, Aberdeen was a city of srand cinemas. By
1960, trams had gone completely, public transpothe city being taken
over by buses. Private car ownership was also g@pv&€inemas, which in
1950 had contained one seat for every ten memlib¢he gopulation, had
cut back considerably due to the growth of televishs a major medium
of mass entertainment. BBC television first camélerdeen in 1954. By
1961, commercial television was also a local pheswon, Grampian
Television having its headquarters in the city. Tingt multi-storey flats
were built at Ashgrove. Around the same time ThenBao, Aberdeen’s
first Chinese restaurant opened in 1961. In 19@&3qtmaint old building
known familiarly as the Wallace Tower was removeghf its site in the
centre of the city to allow for the developmentaofMarks & Spencer
store. It was re-erected in the Tillydrone ared,dbood alone as a private
residence. It now had lost most of its former cbtma On its original site
it sat on the corner of two ancient streets andsédwan old-fashioned pub
in its ground floor.
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In terms of parliamentary politics, our period iseoof remarkable
stability. There were two city constituencies, Adeen North and
Aberdeen South. The North was held for Labour 845 until 1966 by
the flamboyant Irish lawyer, Hector Hughes, withjondies which never
fell below 15,000. The South constituency was hsidhe Unionist Lady
Tweedmuir, who won the seat as Lady Grant at aléstien in 1946, and
held it until defeated by Donald Dewar in 1966. dighout these years
there seldom seemed much chance of either seagiclgahands. Local
government was slightly less stable and more coxnpldhere was a
tradition of keeping party politics out of the tovaouncil, a tradition
which the rise of the Labour Party challenged. Wil elections were
restored after the Second World War, the main paissts were Labour
and “Progressives”, the latter regularly campaignfor low rates and
supported primarily by people who voted Conseneaiiv parliamentary
elections. In our period, although the Progressikied won in 1951,
Labour was generally in power, except for a fewastans when there was
no overall majority.

The surrounding parliamentary constituencies in rAbenshire and
Kincardineshire were also politically stable at thee, North Angus and
Mearns, West Aberdeenshire and East Aberdeenshére @il held by
Conservatives with substantial majorities. One loé tmost colourful
figures to stand in these constituencies arourgltitme had probably been
the actor, James Robertson Justice, who was thecesssful Labour
candidate in North Angus and Mearns in 1950. Howeesen more
colourful was the Conservative, Sir Robert Boothlwho held East
Aberdeenshire until created a Life Peer in 1958stMocal people at the
time were probably unaware of the irony that themBr Minister
recommending the peerage was Harold MacMillan, withose wife
Boothby had a long standing relationship.

The result of the by-election which was necessay t his move to
the House of Lords was not remarkable, in thatGbeservatives retained
the seat. Of greater significance was the factPadtick Wolrige-Gordon,
the successful candidate, was an Oxford undergradugged only 23 years
old. He became the youngest member of the Hous€oofimons. His
candidature represented to their opponents clemeese of the class
nature of the local Conservative Party at the tife.was the son of a
local landowner and grandson of Dame Flora MacLé&ddef of the Clan
MacLeod. His twin brother later became Clan Chkeétrick Wolrige-
Gordon was more clearly a representative of hisscllan of his age
group! Some local Conservatives soon came to refyedt choice, as be
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became an enthusiastic supporter of the Moral Raaent movement.
His MRA activities will be discussed later by W&IThompson.

A glance at the timeline of major events could léadhe conclusion
that nothing of importance was happening in Abendaé¢ this time.
However, as we shall see, many of these eventkalid reverberations in
the city and the university.






TIMELINE

This timeline consists mainly of events significantthe political and
social history of Britain, interspersed with eveotgarticular significance
to the authors of this book.

1954
April Nasser becomes Prime Minister of Egypt
July End of rationing in Britain
October Sandy Hobbs enters Aberdeen University
1955
April Eden becomes Prime Minister of Britain
May Warsaw Pact sighed
May First Wimpey Bar in Britain
May British General Election
July Ruth Ellis hanged
September ITV begins in Britain
1956
February Khrushchev makes speech denouncing Stalin
March Makarios departs from Cyprus
May H-Bomb tested, Bikini Atoll
July Suez Canal nationalised
August Calder Hall, first British nuclear powertgta
October Hungarian Uprising
October Israel invades Sinai peninsula
1957
January Eden resigns as Prime Minister
February Bill Haley starts first tour of Britain

July Macmillan makes “Never had it so good” speech
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September
October
October
Winter

January
March
April
September
October
October
December

January
January
May

June
September
October

February
March
April

May
October
November
November
December

January
April
April

TIMELINE

Little Rock school desegregation crisgirs
Sputnik |

Windscale nuclear accident
Brecht's Burning House poem publishedNew
Reasoner

1958

Explorer |, first British earth satellite
Last debutantes presented
First Aldermaston March
Notting Hill Gate riots
Willie Thompson enters Aberdeen University
First life peers enter House of Lords
Preston by-pass, first British motorwagnsp

1959

Castro overthrows Batista regime in Cuba
De Gaulle becomes President of France
Cod War between Britain and Iceland

First Polaris submarine

Lunik Il lands on moon

General Election in Britain

1960

Macmillan “Wind of change” speech
Sharpville massacre
Civil Rights Bill, USA
Betting Shops legalized in Britain
Lady Chatterley trial
Kennedy elected US President
MacDiarmid Rectorial Campaign
“Coronation Street” begins

1961

Contraceptive pill on sale in Britain
Eichmann trial begins
Gagarin orbits the earth



April
August
September
October

January
February
February
June
July

July
Summer
October
October
November
November
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US failed invasion at Bay of Pigs
Berlin Wall erected

Private Eyepublished

Sandy Hobbs moves to Dundee

1962

Hanratty trial begins
“Sunday Times” colour supplement
Glenn orbits the earth
First legal casino in Britain
De Gaulle signs declaration of Algerian
Independence
Telstar first communications satellite
Willie Thompson moves to Glasgow
Founding of Amnesty International
Cuban missile crisis
Glasgow Woodside by-election
“That Was The Week That Was” broadcast






CHAPTER THREE

MY BACKGROUND:
SANDY HOBBS

In October 1954 at the age of not quite 17 yeads2zamonths | entered the
Arts Faculty of Aberdeen University, with the sthiatention of studying
for an Honours degree in Psychology and Englistonisidered myself a
socialist and an atheist, but why? And why thatieh@f subjects? It is
difficult to avoid beginning by looking at the dtiéd answer — family
background.

My parents, Davidina (Ena) Blacklaw and Alexandagligk) Hobbs,
were both Scots. Each had emigrated to the Unitatd$§ where they met
each other. However, they found that life in Detrhiring the depression
was not so attractive, and returned to settle irrdben. My mother’s
parents lived in Dundee, so we saw them only atlagltimes after what
seemed to me as a young child a very long and grpievoking journey.
How did we know it was the right train? How did Wweow it was going in
the right direction? My paternal grandfather, whadhborne the same
name as my father and myself (Alexander) had diesbwple of years
before | was born. His wife, my grandmother, GewmagiHobbs, nee
MacPherson, lived in Aberdeen. | was born in harsppedroom, and she
naturally had a substantial influence on me.

My earliest memory of anything religious was my rgimother’s
injunctions on being good. “Papa”, my grandfatheas with God now
and, like God, he could see what everyone on ee@thdoing. So if | were
bad, even in secret, Papa would know and be vetylssuppose | must
have accepted this but all | can remember for s@® coming to doubt it.
How could God see everybody at the same time? Hmdgyou live after
you died?

My grandmother was a regular churchgoer, my parentsh less so.
My sister Andrea and | were sent to Sunday ScHogradually occurred
to me that my parents never made any referencesligion. For my
grandmother, much of her social life revolved rouh& church. My
parents seemed to conform to please her. Afterd#d when | was a
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teenager, links with the church were allowed topddofound this a great
relief. Church had come to bore me. | suspectedstheerity of many

members of the congregation and the intellectuallef the sermons was
low. One that struck me as particularly silly wascamparison of

Christianity, Islam and Buddhism. Christianity camét on top because,
whereas the symbol of Islam was a crescent (songeihcomplete), the
symbol of Buddhism was a tree (which will withedadtie), the symbol of
Christianity is a cross, which reaches out to the torners of the world.

| have a few happy memories of church, mainly hynmes which |
particularly liked. Sunday school teachers werempmessive. One took
every opportunity he could to turn from religion faotball, or, in other
words from God to the Dons, Aberdeen Football Cllibe fact that our
church had a strange name, Albion and St Paultwars Congregational
Union rather than Church of Scotland, were minaapures too. It is
perhaps a sign of the relative superficiality oé theople | met in the
church that it was not until many years afterwdtdg | was able to form
any clear impression of what was distinctive abthé Congregational
Union, namely the stress on the authority of thenlmers of the church as
opposed to any hierarchical structure. (The natfithe Congregationalist
movement only became clear to me many years aftead severed
connections with it when | came a cross a secomd-capy of Escott’s\
History of Scottish Congregationaliil had previously worked out that
the name of my grandmother’'s church arose fromnigeging of two
congregations neither of which wished to abandsrovwn name. Albion
church had begun as a mission in one of the mqstweée areas of the
city.

Sabbatarianism was the norm at the time. Cinentsali open on a
Sunday. Both work and leisure on the Sabbath wéseodraged. My
grandmother pretty much went along with this to thdent that she
wanted no outward sign of work or pleasure on ad@ynHowever, she
seemed happy enough at, say, the playing of cardsminos, especially
if children needed to be entertained. There wammy shat some people
did home improvement work on a Sunday, using (§ilscrewdrivers but
not (noisy) hammers, but | don’t think my grannyswas hypocritical as
that.

There was little sense that the church had any sleeial philosophy.
Missionary work was praised and funds were congtasdught for the
London Missionary Society. However, the stress madljuwas on bringing
the true faith to people who had never heard afisleather than concern
for the material welfare of those people. My grarwgs active in the
British Women’s Temperance Society, as | think it was dalehich ran



