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INTRODUCTION

ALISON HOLLAND

The 2000s witnessed almost simultaneous civil drinesiany parts of the
globe. In England, across Europe, in America, Adlisty Asia and South
Asia mob violence and rioting erupted in hotspatsnf Yorkshire and
Brussels, New York and Paris to Thailand, China 8gdney. While the
causes of much of this discontent were social @oti@mic, and related to
youth unemployment and the impact of globalisattbey were also about
identity, belonging and the “locaf’As 9/11 all too graphically revealed
the anxious citizenry, identified by political sotests Will Kymlicka and
Wayne Norman as having been challenged by ethnoauldiversity, was
not confined to Western liberal democraciéghe moment that was 9/11
seemed to suggest a world spun out of control. W&t tlose of the
twentieth century, raéeand culture re-emerged as powerful sites of azinfli
in global politics, and if not the cause, often tisel of the defiance,
violence and discontent. If the twentieth centugswhe century of race, it
arguably peaked at tliim de siécle

There was also a discursive dimension to theseepses. In the last
quarter of the twentieth century many nations vesrgaged in the difficult
processes of dealing with the legacies of the palsich sparked fierce
debates within and outside of the Academy. Talkrath, reconciliation
and reparations and the issuing of national apetobas occurred against

1 The editors would like to thank Dr Adrian Cartohay while still lecturer in the
Department of Modern History at Macquarie Universiydney, made some early
formative contributions to this project. Adrianissight and input was critical to
the overall thrust and articulation of its cenaahs.

2 Charles W.J. Withers, “Place and the “Spatial TimrGeography and History”,
Journal of the History of Ideasol.70, no.4, October, 2009, 637-658.

3 Will Kymlicka and Wayne Norman (edsJitizenship in Diverse Societies
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000), 31.

* The Note at the end of this introduction discusthes use of the word race
without quotation marks in the text.

5 John Docker and Gerhard Fischer (e&ce, Colour and Identity in Australia
and New Zealan@Sydney: UNSW Press), 2000.
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the backdrop of intense history and culture wahest have demonstrated
the important connection between history and psliind just what is at
stake in the stories we tell ourselves about whoareeand where we've
been® As several authors have noted they are ultimaadlgut what it
means to be French or South African or Australiamviing a national
identity—in the postcolonial and globalised preseNor have the new
and revised histories spawned from these procedsays sat comfortably
or provided succour. In Australia in late 2005, iagaan increasingly
complex rendering of Australia’s immigrant identégd migrant history, a
confrontation between local residents from the &ydbeachside suburb
of Cronulla and groups of Middle-Eastern youthsultesl in racially
motivated mob violence. During the unrest localgdpminantly Anglo-
Celts, etched onto the white sands of the beachphket, “We grew here,
you flew here.” Such deep-rooted nativist sentimeas not confined to
Australia®

As this suggests, multiculturalism has been onseafiunease both in
and out of the Academy. It sits within the broadiscussions around
citizenship being engaged in across the gfobe.some ways debates
about thecolonial past have been far more fractious precisely be&gaus
among other things, they destabilise such nativagnis base: territorial
legitimacy and sovereignty. Of course, the progdhinking through the
colonial past is far from new but it has moved ymamic new directions
since the 1990s, particularly with the postcolomiatl poststructural turn.

5 Bain Attwood, Telling the Truth About Aboriginal HistoCrows Nest: Allen &
Unwin, 2005); Priscilla HaynerUnspeakable Truth: Facing the Challenges of
Truth Commissiong(New York: Routledge, 2002); JL GibsoQvercoming
Apartheid: Can Truth Reconcile a Divided Natioflew York: Russell Sage
Foundation, 2004); David HorowitzUncivil Wars: The Controversy Over
Reparations for Slaver{San Francisco: Encounter Books, 2002); Stuartiiiae
and Anna Clark,The History Wars(Melbourne: Melbourne University Press,
2003); Inga Clendinnen, “The History Question: WBwns the Past?Quarterly
Essay23, October, 2006.

" Attwood, Telling the Truth Herman LebovicsBringing the Empire Back Home:
France in the Global AgéDurham, NC: Duke University Press, 2004).

8 Murray Goot and lan Watson, “Nativism as Citizépstmmigration, Economic
Hardship and the Politics of the Right”, Martina IMdng and Christina Slade (eds),
From Migrant to Citizen: Testing Language Testingit@re (Basingstoke: Palgrave
Macmillan, 2010); Joel S FetzdéPublic Attitudes Towards Immigration in the US,
France and GermangCambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000); \Bhight,
“Citizenship Tests in Europe: Editorial Introductio International Journal of
Multicultural StudieslO, no.1, 2008, 1-9.

9 See, for example, Mollering and Slade (e8s)m Migrant to Citizen
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Indeed, the discursive dimensions of tiie de siéclehave both been
constitutive of broader shifts in global politicedaprovided important
critical interventions regarding them. Nowhere hids been more
apparent than in the fields of colonial and imgeriatory. Indeed, it is an
interesting development in recent times that sofrthe key historians of
colonialism have now gone global; Tony Ballantyned aAntoinette
Burton’s Rethinking the Colonial Encounter in World Histoaypd Jane
Burbank and Frederick Cooper&mpires in World History: Power and
the Politics of Differencare two good examples of this trefid.

Of course, cross-cultural and colonial contactsehiang been part of
the stories world historians téfi.But, as Ballantyne has recently argued,
with their emphasis on a materialist conceptiothefpast and the mapping
of big processes, these histories have frequerdbjuded the making,
unmaking and remaking of subjectivities in particullocations and
contexts. Indeed, as one such exponent in the i@idargued, one of the
aims of world history is to tell a single, coherestbry rather than a
collection of particular stories of different comnities’? Although an
important focus, it necessarily produces a papiieture of world contacts
and interactions. While world history research vaHfizcuses on migration,
empires and ideologies is producing a more compéndering of the
interwoven and overlapping processes driven byrdesg@eoples from a
variety of locations, world history has not systéoaly examined
particular questions of race, gender or sexudfity.

Indeed, according to Ballantyne, it was precisedgduse CA Bayly
included the social and cultural domains inBigh of the Modern World
(2004) that it marked out new territory for worldstory research.
Ballantyne applauds Bayly for his departure froeotrecent incursions
into world history, through his recognition of raaad violence as being

19 Tony Ballantyne and Antoinette Burton (edBpdies in Contact: Rethinking
Colonial Encounters in World HistoryDurham, NC: Duke University Press,
2005); Jane Burbank and Frederick Coofenpires in World History: Power and
the Politics of DifferencéPrinceton: Princeton University Press, 2010).

11 william McNeill, The Rise of the West: A History of the Human Coritsnun
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1963); CAIBaThe Birth of the Modern
World, 1780-1914: Global Comparisons and ConnestidgMalden Mass.:
Blackwell Publishing, 2004).

2 David Christian, “World History in ContextJournal of World Historyvol.14,
no.4, December, 2003, 1.

13 Tony Ballantyne, “Putting the Nation in its Plac&¥orld History and C. A.
Bayly’'s ‘The Birth of the Modern World™, Ann Curthys and Marilyn Lake (eds),
Connected Worlds: History in Transnational Perspex{Canberra: ANU E Press,
2005), 34, 40.
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fundamental to the processes of contact, conveegand conflict in the
modern world. With an emphasis on global compari®ayly also

canvassed what world history, along with other ingat theoretical

interventions such as transnational history, cducg to the study of
colonialism. As Marilyn Lake and Ann Curthoys hashown, while

transnational history has many lines of enquiryiriftuence has notably
been felt in the new imperial histories and compagahistories of white

settler societies both of which have called for endynamic interpretations
of the interrelationships between race, natiommrpland metropole.

Paul Spickard’sRace and Nations another world history of recent
years to consider the salience of race in a cortipargontext. While
essentially a series of case studies, it repredenteattempt to think about
the history of race and ethnic systems in a gleipal comparative frame,
using an interdisciplinary approach. It also atteedpto explore the big
picture without sacrificing detail and the livedpexience of race in human
lives. While perhaps a little ambitious in its ajniisis nevertheless an
important book for the time because it speaks tlirée questions of race,
nation, identity and power, so pressing in the emporary world. While
focused on nation, the book is more properly aangtt to think through
the nexus between race and nation, in historieahés, and to consider
systems of relationships in various places. Impulya the book is an
attempt to map what Spickard calls “the racial mothe

He defines that moment as being when differentataor ethnic
groups, following contact and interaction, begin gee themselves as
something more than simply ethnic or cultural ggoapd as fundamentally
and irrevocably different from one another. Thiegass of differentiation
also involves power and a tendency to associatsigdlymarkers with
difference. As Spickard puts it, “race is about povand it is written on
the body”** It is in this way that his book finds resonanc¢hwhany of
the histories of colonialism to have emerged ober last two decadés.
As he says, the power dynamic that makes raciadlerdiice has

14 paul Spickard (ed.)Race and Nation: Ethnic Systems in the Modern World
(New York: Routledge, 2005), 2.

15 see, for example, Ballantyne and Burton (ed®)dies in Contact Anne
McClintock, “Imperial Leather: Race, Gender and &#ity in the Colonial
Contest” (New York: Routledge, 1995); Ann Laura I8tp “Making Empire
Respectable: The Politics of Race and Sexual Mgrali 20th Century Colonial
Cultures”, in Jan Breman (edlmperial Monkey Business: Racial Supremacy in
Social Darwinist Theory and Colonial Practi¢dmsterdam: VU University Press,
1990).
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historically been tied to colonialism both in Eueoand Asid?® In contrast
to world history, histories of colonialism, includj the new imperial
history and postcolonialism, have been overwheltgirmpncerned with
particular stories of different communities at jrarar times'’ While a
hallmark of the new imperial history has been teruft the naturalised
opposition of metropole and colony and complicatel aismantle the
boundaries of national histories it neverthelessrtshmoments rather than
epochs.

This book resonates with many of these historidgicg trends; in
particular, the thrust in recent years rethinking colonial past$® As
Kathleen Wilson has noted there has been a bursthaflarship in recent
times around rethinking the histories of empir@ad®y to comprehending
the emergency of the preséhOn one level there has been much interest
in legacies and memof).On another, the spotlight has turned on the
specific histories of white settler colonialism,rieularly in places like
Australia, Canada and New Zealand, where the Imdige past and

16 Spickard Race and Nationl4.

17 Antoinette BurtonAt the Heart of Empire: Indians and the Colonialdaanter

in Late Victorian Britain (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1998);
Catherine Hall, Civilising Subjects: Metropole and Colony in the glsh
Imagination 1830-67(Oxford: Polity, 2002); Kathleen Wilson (ed.A New
Imperial History: Culture, Identity and Modernity iBritain and the Empire,
1660-184QCambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004).

18 Ballantyne and Burton (edsigodies in ContactAnnie CoombesRethinking
Settler Colonialism: History and Memory in AustealiCanada, Aotearoa New
Zealand and South Afric§Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2006);
Penny Edmonds and Samuel Furphy (eRgthinking Colonial History: New and
Alternative Approaches(Melbourne: Department of History, University of
Melbourne and RMIT Publishing, 2006); Harald Figeh@mé and Susanne
Gehrmann (edskmpires and Boundaries: Rethinking Race, Class@edder in
Colonial SettinggNew York/London: Routledge, 2009).

19 Kathleen Wilson, “Old Imperialisms and New Impétitistories: Rethinking the
History of the PresentRadical History Review5, Spring, 2006, 212.

20 Robert Aldrich, Vestiges of the Colonial Empire in France: Monursent
Museums and Colonial MemorieBasingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005);
Caroline Elkins and Susan Pederson (e@s}fler Colonialism in the Twentieth
Century: Projects, Practices and Legaci@¢éew York: Routledge, 2005); Chris
Healy, From the Ruins of Colonialism: History as Social tvey (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1997); AG Hargreave®emory, Empire and
Postcolonialism: Legacies of French Colonialigbanham MD: Lexington Books,
2005).
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present has continued to haunt accounts of thenadtpast and presefit.
Indigenous history has itself represented an ingmbrtritical intervention,
deepening our understanding of the complex intemast between
Aborigines and their colonisef$.And there has also been the new
imperial history, the debates over which seem g&hnresonant with
those engendered by Indigenous history in the esetiblonies® The
contexts have largely been about the constructfdmstory itself: where
the emphasis should be and the relative import aditigs, economics,
race, class, gender, sexuality and so forth. YetVdson has observed, the
new imperial history

...seems less to replace conventional narrativelitiqs, administration

and policy than to reconfigure them by conceptuabithinking what

empire meant from the point of view of their diffat partisans and
opponents, the variegated logics of their divergerdategies and cultural
technologies of rule, and the possibilities thefeiofor transnational and
comparative scholarshff.

This body of work shows how, in some respectsgtioeind has shifted
quite significantly since Frederick Cooper and ABtoler suggested a
rethinking of colonial history in the early 1998sThe questions then
were, in Stoler’s terms, the ways in which colosial created both
coloniser and colonised, how to explain these diminies as historically

21 Julie Evans et aEqual Subjects Unequal Rights: Indigenous PeoplBritish
Settler Colonies 1830-191(Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2003);
Patricia Grimshaw and Russell McGregor (edShpllisions of Cultures and
Identities: Settlers and Indigenous Peop(®telbourne: RMIT and the University
of Melbourne, 2006); Daiva Statiulis and Nira Ywgavis (eds),Unsettling
Settler Societies: Articulations of Gender, Racénieity and Class(London:
Sage Publications, 1995).

2 There is now a vast literature in this genre bigoad example of its critical
intervention is Mark Hannah and Ingereth Macfarlgees), Transgressions:
Critical Australian Indigenous Historie€Canberra: ANU E Press, 2007).

2 For an account of these debates see James Thonipsmtern Britain and the
New Imperial History” History Compas$/2, 2007, 455—-62.

24 Wilson, “Old Imperialisms”, 212.

% Ann Stoler, “Rethinking Colonial Categories: Eueap Communities and the
Boundaries of Rule’Comparative Studies in Society and Historgl.31, no.1,
1989, 134-61; Frederick Cooper, “Conflict and Caniom: Rethinking Colonial
African History”, American Historical Reviewvol.99, no.5, December, 1994,
1516-45. See also Frederick Cooper and Anne LatokerSeds),Tensions of
Empire: Colonial Cultures in a Bourgeois Worl(Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1997).
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shifting social categories and, in Cooper's wotusy to tell a complex
history that is a

simultaneous awareness of how colonial regimescesezt power and the
limits of that power, an appreciation of the inignwith which that power
was confronted and the diversity of futures thabpte sought for
themselves, an understanding of how and why sontleosk futures were
excluded from the realm of the politically feasilded an openness to
possibilities for the future that can be imagineday?®

Has the focus shifted from colonial regime to iniglepower? This
guestion presupposes historical context. Disculsivéeconstructing
colonialism was an important concomitant of decidation itself while at
the present time the imperialism of the West at daevn of the new
century makes the study of past empires and inpgamegesses even more
urgent. But, as the studies involved in rethinkihg colonial past show,
colonial studies have continued to move in inténgshew directions. In
some ways they have shown how blurred the line®eingeen imperialism
and colonialism. As Harald Fischer-Tiné and Susa@aebkrmann argue in
one such study, they might be considered two siléke same coin, the
former referring to the metropole and the latterthe periphery but
fundamentally closely intertwined.

Indeed, the title of Fischer-Tiné and Gehrmann’sikh&mpires and
Boundaries: Rethinking Race, Class and Gender itoi@al Settings
suggests this possibility. One of their motivationghis volume was to
problematise what they saw as the iteration of ameuoessary and
simplistic internal boundary in imperial and colanhistory, that between
ruler and ruled. As they argue, the replicationtlié boundary is not
helpful in understanding the complexities and silas that were colonial
encounters where the agency of historical actdnanging character of
colonial culture and internal stratifications alohges of race, gender,
class and religion significantly blur these boumetarFollowing Cooper,
they want to acknowledge the precariousness ofaadeother taxonomies
suggesting instead the study of the shifting, nebt# “politics of
difference”, rather than a racially based rule dfedence. This may be
overstating the “problem”. Ever since Stoler emjgexsthe importance of
the “tensions of empire” historians working on co# histories, particularly
those that focus on race, gender, sexuality andreppave problematised

% Ann Stoler, “Rethinking Colonial Categories”, 13655; Frederick Cooper,
“Conflict and Connection”, 1545.
27 Fischer-Tiné and GehrmarBmpires and Boundarie48.
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the notion of the colonial frontier as a clear lioé demarcatior?®
Indigenous histories, as well as histories of nateial marriage, hybridity
and Indigenous peoples and religion, have also beansiderably
complicating such boundariés.

The more pressing issue for us is the historicisihgace, particularly
in the light of its constancy and continuing reles@ today. This is not in
an effort to redraw any rule of difference but toow how race, as an
internal stratification, was put to diverse usertipalarly in colonial
encounters. We ask why and how race was investtditsi explanatory
power. Critical race theorists have long talked whihe distinctive yet
interlocking structures of race, gender and clagsthey have been much
less able to highlight these categories as histlyicontingent, dynamic
and heterogeneod$ As Fischer-Tiné and Gehrmann suggest, it has been
in the process of rethinking the colonial past tkfa¢ complex and
historically contingent nature of colonialism hash emphasised. Nowhere
is this more clearly the case than in recent inonssby historians into the
field of whiteness studies. It is interesting thattheir endeavour to
reorient whiteness, Jane Carey, Leigh Boucher aathdfine Ellinghaus
place the exigencies of the settler—colonial entauat the heart of their

2 Ann Stoler, “Rethinking Colonial Categories”; ToBgllantyne and Antoinette
Burton (eds)Moving Subjects: Gender, Mobility and Intimacy m/A&ge of Global
Empire (Champaign: University of lllinois Press, 2008padne NagelRace,
Ethnicity and Sexuality: Intimate Intersections,rifidden Frontiers(New York:
Oxford University Press, 2003); McClintodkgperial Leathey Deborah Bird Rose
and Richard Davis (edsRislocating the Frontier: Essaying the Mystiquetbé
Outback(Canberra: ANU E Press, 2005).

2 Examples include Lynette Russelplonial Frontiers: Indigenous—European
Encounters in Settler Societi@glanchester: Manchester University Press, 2001);
Philip JonesOchre and Rust: Artefacts and Encounters on AusatrafFrontiers
(Adelaide: Wakefield Press, 2007); Katherine Eliags,Taking Assimilation to
Heart: Marriages of White Women and Indigenous Methe United States and
Australia, 1887-1937(London: University of Nebraska Press, 2006); Aage
Wanhalla,In/visible Sight: The Mixed-Descent Families of thetn New Zealand
(Wellington: Bridget Williams Books, 2009); Peggyrd8k (ed.), Indigenous
Peoples and Religious ChangBoston: Brill, 2005); Tiffany ShellamShaking
Hands on the Fringe: negotiating the Aboriginal Webat King George Sound
(Western Australia: UWA Press, 2009); Grace Karsk&he Colony, a history of
early SydneyCrows Nest, N.S.W, Allen & Unwin, 2009).

30 patricia Hill Collins, “Toward a New Vision: Rac&lass and Gender as
Categories of Analysis and ConnectioRace, Sex and Clad¢l), 1993, 26; Lynn
Weber, Understanding Race, Class, Gender and Sexuality:Cénceptual
Framework(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009).
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analytic project’ The importance of their work is to bring race (inting
whiteness) back into the historical frame. Theyerefo the “rule of
colonial difference”, which establishes race/whées as a fundamental
sorting category for territorial entitlement. Thalgo acknowledge that this
is a dynamic, contingent and, most importantlytdrisally grounded
process. Their book further acknowledges the cam influences of
such dynamics in the world today.

Indeed, as | suggested at the beginning of thisyeske re-emergence
of race as a significant facet of global geo-paditinvites more critical
thinking about the imperial/colonial antecedents gidbalisation. This
book aims to return the social construction ofahkdifference to historical
and cultural analysis but in ways that speak temeaevelopments in
transnational feminism, postcolonial studies, ledigus history and the
new imperial history in a global frame. While tafia global approach,
these essays consider the specific and localiseshations by which
notions of racial privilege and subordination wenarked, transformed
and appropriated on both sides of the colonial ddiviThey aim to
demonstrate the various routes that analytical veorkhe construction of
race in the colonial encounter are now taking atueial juncture in the
scholarship where new critical interventions seeth linvited and urgent.
While the Fischer-Tiné and Gehrmann collection @l on European
colonial contexts in South Asia, South-East Asia &drica, this book
focuses on those in Australia and New Zealand.

The essays in this collection are the result @it jsymposium held by
members of the then Department of Modern History Mcquarie
University, Sydney, and historians from the Departrof History and Art
History from Otago University in New Zealaffd The purpose of the
symposium was to bring together the cohort of distadd and emerging
historians from Australia and New Zealand whoséviddal contributions
in the fields of transnational feminism, postcolinstudies, Indigenous
history and the new imperial history had alreadytdbuted to new
historical understandings of race in their respecfields. These seemingly
different approaches were nonetheless connectedchyglarship which

31 Leigh Boucher et al (eds)Re-Orienting Whitenes¢New York: Palgrave
Macmillan, 2009).

32 While the symposium provided the initial stimulias this project there were
some modifications along the way. Three chaptershia collection, those of
Boucher, Grieves and Rowse, were added to acconimodavements and
changes in contributions as it came together. Therg selected on the basis of the
resonances of their subjects and their approaachd¢kem with the themes and
approaches of this collection as a whole.
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focused, in varying ways, on the cultural politessd materiality of the
colonial experience. To draw these lines of corinactcloser the
symposium was concerned with the divergent waysvliich race was
made in historically specific colonial encountafte set ourselves the task
of considering the lived materiality of racial difence by charting its
divergent and changing formations across coloriaftexts including (at
the time of the symposium) Australia, New ZealaNdrth America, India
and the Middle East, regions that had been thedocur previous work.

At the conclusion of the conference we establisheskt of questions
that arose from our collaborative efforts. In whatys did racial
difference emerge during the colonial encounter aod did notions of
privilege, subordination and skin colour travelrfranetropole to colony,
from colony to metropole and, indeed, across thenial divide itself?
How were they influenced by formations of gended atass? What role
did religion play? What about popular culture? Imanotly, how did
colonised peoples appropriate European notionsacé rand status and
how did they import them into their own self-perteps? How did ideas
about racial difference transform and transmuteaasesult of these
physical and methodological travels? As David Theoldberg has
famously argued, the process of racialisation Haistary of travelling and
transformation that needs to be unpacked.

While we had developed a useful methodological éaork, we had
no overarching theoretical one. Each of us was ingrfrom different
theoretical contexts, be it transnational, femjnpgtstcolonial, Indigenous
or the perspective of the new imperial history.,Yetsome ways, each of
us was pushing new lines of enquiry. Indeed, tted strength of this
collection is the insertion of the experience aferfrom the perspective of
the non-white subject. What we had produced waariassof case studies
which, in themselves, demonstrated the differendalites by which race
had been central to the enquiry from the starecamsideration of the way
race was made in historically specific, localisealpnial encounters. What
we had was a series of cultural formations, whée totion of race
emerged at historical moment/s of contestationptiation, contradiction,
ambivalence, specificity and contingency in the oo@l encounter
between Europeans and non-white subjects.

This book, then, reconfigures Spickard’s “racialmamt” as “racialising
moments”. It is an attempt to find a space fordbeplexities of colonial

%3 David Theo Goldberg, “Racial Americanization”, Kar Murji and John
Solomos (eds)Racialization: Studies in Theory and Practigéew York: Oxford
University Press, 2005), 87.
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encounters in the historiography of race. It wishkesacknowledge the
notion of the “racial moment” but not in a hegenwaoi static manner. By
arguing that the construction of racial differengea dynamic and active
process, it seeks to consider how various “radigisnoments” (by adding
a necessary plurality to Spickard’'s formulation)eeged and how they
were subsequently transformed during the colomabanter in Australia,
New Zealand and beyond. It also seeks to demoastratv divergent
moments of racialisation emerged in these locatimshow they differed
according to cultural specificity, colonial locati@and the political fabric
of state formation. Localised articulations of eddifference underpinned
by particular circumstances are at the heart of ghthors’ concerns.
Instead of one prototypal “racial moment” betweealoniser and
colonised, the authors in this collection argud thare are multiple and
contested “racialising moments” that emerge in wialosituations where
ideas about racial difference travelled not onbnfrthe metropole to the
colony but also between colonies and between cedoinand coloniser.

The emphasis on racialisation as a complex pro@ass,on race’s
contingency, finds resonance with the call for vestment in critical race
theory® More recently, Kay Anderson has argued for suckoomy
reinvestment as a means of interrogating race&xtiaustible constancy®.
As she has framed it:

Racialization is a process of struggle, afterialplving contestation and
contradiction: it is a complex process that for éf endurance and
discursive mutation in institutions, laws and eday life, calls out for
situated accounts of its negotiations—accountsithatf race’s specificity
and contingency?

In this sense, the re-engagement with critical rélveory is an
implicitly interdisciplinary endeavour that aims tmderscore both the
specificity and location of racialisation. This ledition moves in this
direction by drawing lines of connection betweea thirrent preoccupation
with the “racial moment” and an older appreciatafirace as a particular
marker of colonial power relations, but in a wayattraddresses the
important role of transnational and feminist higtoas well as the new
imperial history, Indigenous history and postcoébrtudies, in creating a
new scholarly domain. It does so not by revisitsagiological debates

34 Kay Anderson, “Race’ in Post-Universalist Perdgpex!, Cultural Geographies
15, 2008, 155-71.

% ibid, 158.

*ibid, 157.
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about the inherent meaning of racial differencgoaming in the chorus
about the construction of whiteness, but by reehisising the notion of
race in a manner that reveals its contingent namndeexplanatory power.

Indeed, in many ways, this book has been inspised growing sense
that despite a decade of whiteness studies, tieenains a gap between it
and approaches to race that have come out of tiegscholarly domains.
Whiteness studies emerged in the 1990s, in pafil] tbe analytical void
left by the abandonment of racial and ethnic studiearacteristic of the
1970s and 1980s. During this time historians nayéorfelt comfortable
with a sociological language or, indeed, with sagdagm of racial difference
that seemed static, essentialist and reified. Rimedf became a “dirty
word” under the weight of postcolonial and postsal analysis. Interest
in race relations and encounters continued but ruthdebanner of a range
of new scholarly fields such as gender and colamgl postcolonial
studies, the new imperialism, and more recentBngnational history. In
the meantime, the project of whiteness studies tavaarn the gaze back
onto the construction of the European subjectfit$&hce was no longer
considered the provenance of Asian and black ityepdilitics in the West,
as a growing and influential body of scholarly wodw began to chart the
shifting and contested boundaries of European iigenih order to
destabilise the centrality of the white subject.

Yet, for all its critical usefulness, the field wfhiteness studies has
recognisable limitation¥. As Lake and Henry Reynolds argue in their
recent collection on transnational histories of tithay term “white men’s
countries”, questions of whiteness often remairtricted to the national
frameworks in which white identities were franmi@dMore critically,
whiteness studies ultimately obscures ways in whidbwledge about race
and racial classification, perhaps even whitenésalfj is appropriated,
adopted or adapted by non-white subjects. As dtremw developments
in whiteness studies are calling for a radical iergation of the concept.

This book is therefore poised to ask new questadrmit the meaning
of race in colonial settings by considering theiaas ways in which
guestions of status and privilege were circulatedss the colonial divide,
in what American historian Richard White refers ae the “middle

37 Damien W Riggs, “ ‘We don't talk about race anyeiopower, privilege and
critical whiteness studiesBorderlands e-journalvol.3, no.2, 2004,
http://www.borderlands.net.au/vol3no2_2004/rigg&aimtm.

38 Marilyn Lake and Henry Reynold§rawing the Global Colour Line: White
Men’s Countries and the Question of Racial Equa(it§elbourne: Melbourne
University Press, 2008), 4.

%9 Boucher et alRe-Orienting Whiteness
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ground” of cultural interactiof’ The questions are posed through the lens
of a series of colonial encounters, styled “rasiaj moments”. In
significant ways, these “racialising moments” destoate the historically
contingent nature of racial difference and how rigsmlf was invested with
its explanatory power where the discourse of whsnwas often subverted,
undermined or completely absent. In attemptingind a2 space for the
complexities of colonial encounters in the histgraphy of race, this book
will show how colonial interactions did not occur & two-way vacuum.
Rather colonies were connected as part of a brpaglebal web of
exchange where ideas about race and identity wsoeb&ing transmitted
across different colonial locations in a horizomtelnner and often outside
the gaze of the European metropole.

*kk

In chapter one, Hsu-Ming Teo chooses an importéet &f cross-
cultural colonial encounters: interracial sexuasicee and romantic love.
Influenced by the considerably rich and growingeriture on the
connection between empire, gender and sexualitye #hces the
emergence of discourses about interracial sexwgtedand romantic love
in European literary representations of the Oribrdving from the twelfth
to the early twentieth century, she charts suchesgmtations from the
French and English verse romances of the late middkes to women’s
popular romance novels of the 1920s. She finds ey nineteenth
century to be an important “racialising moment”,eowhich saw the
ground shift fundamentally in the way in which sugationships were
and could be depicted. While the literary histofyr@amantic and sexual
union between Europeans and Muslims was centuttestimat discourse
changed with European imperial expansion into Catonerritory in North
Africa and the Middle East from the 1830s. It wadyowhen cross-
cultural unions became increasingly possible foddig- and upper-class
Europeans that such relationships became racialgetl stigmatised,
particularly for women. Before then, Teo arguesssland religious or
cultural conversion accounted for much more thae ia European tales
of sexual desire and relations between Christiadshuslims.

In some ways, Ballantyne draws similar kinds of aosions in
chapter two about the significance of southern N#emland’s colonial

40 Richard White,The Middle Ground: Indians, Empires and Republicsthie
Great Lakes Region, 1650-18(Gambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991).
See also, Richard White, “Creative Misunderstarsliagd New Understandings”,
The William and Mary Quarterjywol.63, no.1, January, 2006, 9-14.
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history. With colonisation of Maori lands by theitiédh from the 1850s
and 1860s came a reordering of cross-cultural iosistips. Ballantyne
tells the story of Te Anu, a South Asian lascarséor employed on
European ships), who was part of the cosmopolitahraulti-ethnic nature
of the early nineteenth century maritime culturattvas drawn into New
Zealand waters from the late eighteenth centuryirdgjumped ship off
the southern coast of New Zealand in 1814 he wagdare Anu by the
Kai Tahu Whanui, the Maoriwi (tribe) of the region. Te Anu was
absorbed into the Kai Tahu world tkata pora While this term is often
seen as an equivalent for the term Pakeha, a nasee © all newcomers
by Maori elsewhere, Ballantyne insists that it isaéegory that denotes a
different way of making sense of cultural differenéle argues that while
“Pakeha” stressed the fundamental otherness ofhévecomerstakata
pora, meaning “people of the ships”, in fact comprisediverse array of
men who made a significant impact on the Kai TafeiAnu was one of
several men who were incorporated into Kai Tahwufh marriage.
While intermarriage continued to shape the comjowsénd culture of the
iwi into the late nineteenth century, their way of evidg social
relationships was fundamentally eclipsed underidritolonisation. As Te
Anu’s story shows, during the early nineteenth ggnKai Tahu did not
order their world via race: the cement of theirigbcelationships was
genealogy. But, as the polyglot maritime culturesofithern New Zealand
eroded with systematic colonisation, so did theneatic and cultural
significance of these mixed-descent families. Akbigation progressed
racial anxieties increasingly earmarked such conitiegnas problematic
and nowhere was this clearer than in the perceikesht of non-white
men, sexual fidelity of women and potential losssekual dominance in
cross-cultural sexual interactions.

Angela Woollacott is also concerned with systemationisation and
the social relations it produced in Australia aneMNZealand in the early
colonial period. To Ballantyne’s focus on religiand race she adds
gender as a fundamentally important dynamic in ghafound cultural
shifts wrought by colonisation. Again the decadethe 1830s and 1840s
resonate—in this case, as a key moment in therfgrgf the free white
settler identity. As Woollacott shows, this ideptitas constructed against
a multiple of “others”. It was also forged in thentext of systematic
colonisation and ideas about Responsible Governimettte colony. In
charting the career of Henry Chapman, leading aateofor Responsible
Government in the white settler colonies, she shbew Responsible
Government was constitutive of a cluster of strreduideas, perceptions
and practices about gender and, more especiatlg, aad the privileges
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and expectations of settler colonialism. Accordiogthese logics, the
white settler colonies such as Australia and Newlated were ready for
Responsible Government and independence partlyubeas the particular
circumstances and constitutions of their white niemias argued that the
circumstances of colonialism, particularly the gimte it entailed, produced
a particular kind of white man who was worthy ofclsuterritorial
inheritance/entitlement. A further demonstration ho§ status was his
capacity to employ non-white labour. Chapman’s frddte status was
thus premised on the unfreedom of others and thre faet of hiscapacity
to employ non-white labour actually legitimised firactice.

Boucher’s chapter also focuses on the life andghbof one leading
white male settler colonial. As an explorer, magist, public servant,
ethnologist, Protector of Aborigines and landowrfdfred Howitt was a
leading public figure in the Australian colony ofctoria in the second
half of the nineteenth century. Like Woollacottlsapter, Boucher’s shows
the extraordinary amount of power individual whiteen accrued in the
settler colonies. This fact is a forceful reminaérSpickard’s notion of
race as power written on the body. Boucher shows ithwasn’t merely
written on the body, it entered into every fibraelaspect of Howitt's life,
including both the public and private worlds heahhlied which were at
once separate and entirely enmeshed. Yet the neahation of Howitt's
“greatness”, summed up in a list of his achievemegniblished towards
the end of his life, hides an aspect which is @udb Boucher’s
re/appraisal of him. While Howitt's own life trajecy in many ways
seems to mirror the linear progress of the colesslfifrom unruly child to
sophisticated metropolitan and family man, in fduw exemplifies
something far more important about the logics dtlese colonialism.
Central to Boucher’'s argument is the fact thatlesettolonialism was a
process that unfolded in fragmented ways and irvéng lived experience
and materiality of people’s lives. Howitt's “achswents” were
underwritten by the enabling and nurturing relagttips he shared with
both the women in his life (his wife and sisterflahe Indigenous people
he displaced. Yet, the racialised identities cousd in the process of his
“settling” left little space for Aboriginal people.

One way that they found space, according to Vidke@s, was in new
family formations of their own, although often witlklevastating
consequences. Focusing on the story of William Mo@int and Annie
Butler and their two sons, John and William, stekpiup a theme touched
on by Woollacott which is how Australian settlerlarwal identity was
forged within an empire which was built, in largarp on slavery.
Drawing on comparisons between Australia’s setttdonial history and
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the settlement of North America, Grieves finds it&itution of slavery a
useful analytical frame with which to understand tonstruction of race
in Australia and the playing out of these constams in the social and
private domains of Aboriginal and mixed-descent ifs McClymont
was a white settler and squatter of Worimi landhiea Manning Valley,
northern New South Wales. Grieves is attemptingetmnstruct the story
and fate of McClymont's wife, Aboriginal woman, Aienand their sons.
As with Ballantyne’s reconstruction of Te Anu, stgmits this can only be
a fragmentary and partial story not least beca@iieessilence surrounding
their mixed-descent union. Despite what seems imdgomarriage Annie’'s
life story is all but erased from the historicateed. In contrast to the
McClymonts’ story of land ownership and inheritanagetworks of
marriage, power and social standing, we are lefh s patchy tale of
dispossession, de-identification and disinheritan€entral to Grieves’
argument is that the practice of taking Aboriginaimen as partners and
the subsequent production of mixed-descent offgpnias, as in America,
a critical component of white men’s property rigleinsuring them a
reliable workforce into the future. But, it was prised on the denial of the
role of the (white) father. It also had the effeEmarginalising Aboriginal
men, whether as fathers, sons, brothers. While yroGht appeared to be
different, attempting to be protective and patetoalards his sons in the
face of their discrimination, like slave husbaniisgthers and sons in the
American South, they were totally disregarded:his tase, quite literally
locked out of a share in the McClymont estate andenied a future too.
One of the powerful messages of Ballantyne and v@sieis the
difficulty of interpreting what Te Anu or Annie ariebr sons made of their
situation. Grieves’ unravelling of Annie’s storyirsitself testament to, in
part, how Annie might have understood or felt abibutuch of Annie’s
story is told through the lens of family memory,iefh as a descendant,
Grieves is in a position to share. It is propellgda sense of loss, even
tragedy. And yet central to Grieves’ renderinghie tealisation that the
story of Annie, McClymont, John and William jnrpart of a much bigger
picture of transnational hegemonic ideas and prestaround race and
whiteness which rolled across the globe at the ehdhe nineteenth
century. Barbara Brookes’ chapter reveals sometimpgprtant about that
hegemony: the way it was absorbed by Indigenouplpegbemselves. She
shows how in 1920s and 1930s New Zealand Maorelsaengaged in a
conversation about the preservation of New Zeakndicial purity,
understood to have been based on the Maori andhRatkgad. As she
shows, this could produce a complicated mix. TheomManen who
espoused concern about racial purity in the intar-period were mostly
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men of mixed marriages who had access to educatidrPakeha politics.
They were patriotic, proud and conservative pdalticand yet critical of

colonisation and the treatment of Maori by Pakdhdeed, the renewed
interest in racial purity was premised on their ostmengthened race
consciousness at this time.

Such consciousness was less to do with the Pakahdtie Chinese. In
what seems to be a kind of inverse racial snobkdggri leaders were
increasingly worried about the association of wogkiclass Maori and
Chinese communities. This came about through ecamamd territorial
losses for many, mostly rural, Maori communitiesickhChinese market
gardeners were able to allay, particularly viartleehployment of women
and girls. This was a moment steeped in anxietyhflermale Maori elders,
whose fears for the women were much less about éxgiloitation and
right to work than the supposed immorality and dfuwibcleanliness of
Chinese men, the threat of racial loss through egenation, and their
own masculinities which, as for their male Pakebanterparts, rested on
both territorial and bodily control. It is notabeat Maori women leaders
did not appear to share the anxieties of the maggessting a greater role
for themselves in the protection and welfare of givkss. Meanwhile, for
their part, white women’s groups defended the righMaori women to
work while deploring sexual liaisons with Chineserm

It was the fate of Aboriginal women, sexual andeottise, that saw a
leading group of white settler women in Australiaompote their
advancement in the 1940s via the establishmenmnoAlzoriginal girls’
club in Adelaide, South Australia. Like Brookes, rieconstructing the
story of the Yurtookee Club, Alison Holland findsain interesting racial
moment precisely because race is being put torusgite specific ways.
The white women, members of feminist and Christgnoups, who
encouraged the development did so from a desirdirert Aboriginal
women and girls’ recreation into meaningful pursuithey were thus
acting within a long tradition of middle-class agtyi concerning the place
of young women in urban environments. After the ddelc World War,
there was a much greater movement of Aboriginapfeeoff reserves and
into urban areas for work and education. In thee gafsAboriginal girls,
there was racial anxiety too. By the 1940s they bweh the subject of at
least two decades of heightened concern and dseoabout their
sexuality, particularly in the context of a growingiixed-descent
community. Much of this centred on concerns abautty of race but it
was also about population, defence, the frontied #me demands of
modernity itself.
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But the story of the Yurtookee Club is more compliman this
rendering of it suggests. Central to Holland’s exgiion is the contingency
of the moment. With a fairly broad reading of “thment"—it is what
comes immediately before and after as well—she shb@w the white
women’s involvement is only part of the story. bcf, the Club was an
initiative of the Aboriginal women themselves. Orfoemed it became a
broad-based Fellowship group sustained by theqpaatits’ clear sense of
their own racialised identities. It was their hayvtreir refuge, their place,
despite its strong Christian overtones and the mmalism of the white
women. In fact, Holland is arguing that it was aqursor to the kinds of
stirrings of Aboriginal people that would take effeglobally from the
1960s and 1970s. But, even the white women'’s ireroknt was more
than some form of soft cultural imperialism. By th@40s and the time of
the slow moves towards human rights standards asmblahisation
elsewhere, it became a flagship, a space whereigibak people coulde
Aboriginal in a society and culture that deniednthéhis opportunity. As
Holland shows, the Club was born at the intersactaf different
conceptions—Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal—of race.

It is assimilation that forms the backdrop to Ké&righapter too. In
tracing the fate of one Aboriginal boy, Sydney Jar@®ok, in 1950s and
1960s Australia, she shows how permeable and hshppery, race was.
Cook’s entire life story is propelled, not by hisinhanity, but by
perceptions about his identity as an Aboriginal.déyr a start, his identity
was circumscribed by a political enactment, on ¢ve of the Second
World War, which stipulated that all people of ‘lfblood” Aboriginal
descent would essentially fade away. From the §adk was different.
Having been rescued from abandonment at birth leataally found his
way into the home of Charles and Phyllis Duguidy fwominent Christian
reformers and Aboriginal rights advocates. IndeBdyllis had been
instrumental in the formation of the Yurtookee Clébwell-to-do family
and one that rejected racial discrimination, thesated Cook as one of
their own, until things started to go awry in Caopkéenage years. At this
time, in the context of trouble at school, inclugliwhat was understood to
be sexual indiscretion, Duguid sent Cook off toiasmon in the Northern
Territory believing that what he needed was contattt his “own people”
and an Aboriginal identity. This, of course, caudedtion with the
bureaucracy because it flew in the face of assiioila Cook’s story
beyond this time was quite fraught. He was moverlrad and was the
subject of a war of words between bureaucrats amgul@, which
demonstrated how entirely racially determined lithking was regarding
Aborigines. As Cook came to terms with his Aboraindentity, made
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friends and sought marriage in the Aboriginal comity) he was pushed,
pulled, bullied and moved around like a pawn orhass board. As Kerin
concludes, Cook thus experienced multiple raciaishoments when his
identity was reconfigured by outsiders trying to keasense of his
displacement, which was largely manufactured amsthsned by their own
anxieties about Aboriginality.

Holland and Kerin indicate the need to interrogtite post-war
Aboriginal rights movement in more depth, particlylaas a source of
decolonisation and anti-colonialism. The Duguidsadly saw Aboriginality
as counting for something. This represented a dieggafrom the past in
which it had been seen as a problem to be cast,agidored, silenced or
absorbed and assimilated. But for the Duguids ritiea specific meaning
that demanded recognition. In the light of the tsdpter in this collection
we might ask whether their ideas were precursorthéodevelopment of
what Rowse refers to in his chapter as “globalgadism”. In bringing us
right up to the post-colonial present, he is irdtgd in how the World
Bank, as recently as 1991, came to issue directiueéshe Indigenous” to
guide its development projects. He argues thatdinective that such
projects needed to confer culturally compatible ialoand economic
benefits speaks to a recognition that indigenapresented a distinct form
of human experience which might even be vulnerdblelevelopment
itself. The Duguids might very well fit this thediecause in tracing the
genealogy of this concept he places what he rdaferas “stadial” and
Christian theories about human differentiationhte fore and sees these as
rivals to racial theories. While he traces the itte@rganisations such as
the International Labour Organization (ILO), andrtjgalarly its 1989
Convention on “Indigenous and Tribal Peoples”, e dinds a much
longer lineage in European thought, stemming inti@dar from the
Enlightenment critique of European colonialism, o@ming the
relationship between development and Indigenoustueul He charts a
fascinating story from the ideas emerging aboutpiaections required
for Indigenous people and workers in the League Naftions, to
discussions in Latin American states about Indigenéabour, to an
awareness of the forest dwellers of the Latin An@erijungles. It was in
relation to the latter that a major shift occurredarding the specificities
of cultural difference. No longer perceived ashackward population
which needed integrating, thalifferencerequired respect and institutional
recognition. Such principles were eventually ensdiin the 1989 ILO
Convention guaranteeing the social, economic anidurall rights of
Indigenous people as political subjects. Importarfibr the purposes of
this collection, Rowse makes a strong case fokihgnabout the influence
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of alternative forms of thinking about, and respagdto, human
difference other than race and racial science. Mdoghs this clearer,
Rowse suggests, than in the decline of empires @idnies where
Western legacies of non-racial thought provideddrtgmt staples for self-
determination.

Note

Throughout the body of this introduction | use therd race without
guotation marks. | thus depart from approachesi¢ouse of the term in
comparable histories. Quotation marks are oftenl tsendicate authorial
appreciation of the contingent and socially andturally constructed
nature of the term, so as to avoid essentialisind maturalising the
concept. While | am using race in the same waygvehdecided to leave
the quotation marks out. My reason for doing séoissmoother textual
effect but | do not endorse race as a naturalpgichl phenomenon in any
way. | feel that the possibility of naturalisingviia constant iteration is
significantly lessened by the project’'s aim to msider the way race was
made in historically specific, localised, colonéalcounters. The purpose is
to explore what gave race its explanatory poweyaaticular moments of
that encounter, in different contexts and timeframe



