Daniel-Francois-Esprit Auber:
Réve d’amour






Daniel-Francois-Esprit Auber:
Réve d’amour

Edited and Introduced by

Robert Ignatius Letellier

CAMBRIDGE
SCHOLARS

PUBLISHING



Daniel-Frangois-Esprit AubeRéve d’'amour
Edited and Introduced by Robert Ignatius Letellier

This book first published 2011
Cambridge Scholars Publishing
12 Back Chapman Street, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE§, 2K

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available fribra British Library

Copyright © 2011 by Robert Ignatius Letellier arahtibutors

All rights for this book reserved. No part of thisok may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval syste transmitted, in any form or by any means,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recordingtberwise, without the prior permission of the cagiyt owner.

ISBN (10): 1-4438-2952-8, ISBN (13): 978-1-4438-295



D. F. E. Auber (1871). Photograph by Mainbourg






TABLE OF CONTENTS

11 goTo [¥ ox (o] o OSSR IX
OUVEITUIE ...ttt e ettt e e e e e et et e e e e e e e et aaaaeeeaeenbnnnaaeaaenes 3
Act 1
No. 1 Introduction (“Dansons le soleil dOre”) ....uuuvvveeeriiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 11
No. 2 Mélodie (“A 'ombre de NOS DOIS”)........comreeeieeeeieieieeieeeeseeeseeeeeaees 37
No. 3 Cantabile (“Lorsque Jétais Petite”) .....ccceeeeeieriiiiieeeiiiicerr e e ee e 41
Ensemble (“Aveu toUCNANT”) ... eeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 43
Ronde et Choeur (“Ce qu’on VOIt fair€”) cc...ccooeeeeeeeeiiiiieeeee e 55
NO. 4 Duo (“QU’ilS SONt CharMaNtS”) ......cooiieeeiiiiee e 61
No. 5 Air et Choeur (“Ah! croyez-moi cheres amies.)......cccccuvvvvvveiiiiieeeeeeeennennn, 69
No. 6 Final (“Venez, venez, arrivez dONC”) ... iviiiiiiiiiiiiieee e e eeeeeeeeeeiiieees 79
Act 2
NO. 7 ENIPACTE ... e e e e e e e e e 103
Choeur (“Quels tableaux raviSSaNtS”) e .uuvuerrriiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeieivienees 105
Villanelle (*J'ai perdu ma tourterelle?)...........oovvvveeiiiiiiiiiiiieee e, 110
Romance ensemble (“A 'ombre des boSHUELS.........ccocveveveveeerieeeennn 116
No. 8 Couplets (“Ses traitS Si dOUX Si fINS”) e eeeeeerrrireriiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeens 135
NO. 9 DUO (“A VOS amiS JavaiS PrOMIS”) ........ooreeeereeereereireeieeieeeresesseeeseens 139
No. 10 Ariette (“Mon petit ANAOCNE”) ......uiiiiccceieie e 153
No. 11 Final (“La chasse NOUS INVITE”) ... cceoeiiiiiiiiiieiee e 157
Act 3
[ TR 2 ] = o (PP 185
No. 13 Romance (“Je I'aimais tant”) .........oceeeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e eeeeeeeeeeeiaeeees 191
No. 14 Choeur (“Vive, vive Monsieur le Chevalier?).........cccccceveviiiieiiiiiiiiniieiinns 195
Scene (“Mais MOTDIEU”) ...oooie i 200
Air (“Ah! quel PIAISIT) ..o ———— 206
No. 15 Choeur et DUO (“Apres I'abSENCE”) ......ccccccvriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieee e e 221
NO. 16 Trio (“Dans un boN MENAQJE”) .......uuuuuruuuuriiiiiieaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeareeennnnnas 229
No. 17 Stances (“Oh! larmes PrécCieuUSES!”) ...cccoivviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieer e 243

NO. 18 Final (“SOUVENEZ-VOUS”) .......ccceeee s e eeeeeeeaaeeeeeeeeaaaannnns e e e e e eeneeeas 247






INTRODUCTION

Réve d’amour an opéra-comiquein three acts, with libretto by Adolphe-Philippe
Dennery (Adolphe Philippe) and Eugene Cormon (Bi&tienne Piestre), was first
performed at the Opéra-Comique (Deuxiéme Salle awam the 28 December
1869. It was Auber’s last work.

The scene is set in the French countryside, ineighteenth century. As act 1
opens Marcel, a romantic peasant, comes acrossiregywoman sleeping under an
apple tree, kisses her cheek, and then flees. irheMile Henriette de la Roche-
Villiers, a young noblewoman, retains a memory lo$ tepisode, but did not catch
sight of Marcel, whom she believes to be handsamderigh. Marcel is engaged to his
cousin Denise, and as the wedding begins the itdrabiof the chateau arrive. The
sleeping beauty appears before the eyes of théadrarcel, who abandons Denise
and flees the festivities.

In act 2, Marcel, roaming around the park, encasnkéenriette, who speaks to
him. He falls in love with her and leaves to enilisher service as a soldier. In act 3 a
real Chevalier, who is in love with Henriette, andom she believes is her cousin,
reveals to her that she is only the adopted daugiitthe Marquis de Roche-Villiers,
who is also a benefactor of Marcel. The social atiets to her marriage to Marcel are
removed, but the librettists add a twist. Henrietteeing the despair of Denise, is
overwhelmed with tenderness for her. When Marceirns from his military career
as a captain, Henriette declares that she is $tisrsDenise then marries Marcel and
Henriette the Chevalier.

The scenario is without great interest, but theest® of musical worth. The short
binary overture is charming, full of fresh motifihe extended introduction has motifs
from the act 2 duet for Henriette and Marcel fragniheandantemelody (for strings
and clarinet) of Denise’s act 3 romance (“Je l'asntant”). The mainAllegro
presents ideas from the act 2 finale, the gallopmgsic of Marcel’s departure for a
military career encapsulating the theme of viianelle sung by the Chevalier (J'ai
perdu ma tourterelle”)—so neatly juxtaposing theo tmale protagonists, and the
overall thematic pull between the dream of love Hreglory of soldierly prowess. It
is a lovely pastorale that reaches its climax mamd of great playfulness.

Act 1 has an attractive opening chorus (“Dansonsdkil dore”), Marcel’s
mélodie“A I'ombre de nos bois”; and the peasant girl Mars rondo with chorus
“Ce qu'on voit faire”. Act 2 takes one into the heaf the pastoral experience,
opening with a charming scene of Colin-Malillardirfdiman’s buff) and a Villanelle.
It also contains Marcel's expressive romance (“Ambre des bosquets”) that
develops into an ensemble and intercalates a semmeénce for him (“Sous ces
bosquets, m’abritant”’)—his emotional sensibilitiesaptured in the cadential
enharmonic dominant embellishments on the wordssidson et le mien bat si fort”.
Then follow the Chevalier's couplets (“Ses traitsdsux si fins”); the duet for
Henriette and Marcel (“A vos amis javais promisWlarion’s ariette “Mon petit
Andoche” and the extended finale—a lovely waltzdeked by Marcel’'s embracing of
the soldier’'s life, counterposing the archetypalagty of the pastoral and military
traditions of theopéra-comique The military solution to the hero’s emotional
dilemma is also the determining action in Auberslier worksLa FiancéeandLe
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Philtre.

Act 3 is preceded by a gavotte, and contains aallexttrio bouffe(“Dans un bon
ménage, qui doit commander?”), Marcel's touchisgances (“Oh! Larmes
précieuses!”) with its relentless throbbing semimraostinato, and the effective
finale—a montage of reminiscences from Auber’ams\song.

The cast consisted of: Joseph-Amédée-Victor Cafidalcel); Mlle Marguerite-
Marie-Sophie Priola (Henriette); Mlle Maria-DolorB&nédicta-Joséphine Nau
(Denise); Mlle Caroline Girard (Marion); Charlestlis Sainte-Foy (Andoche, a
peasant); Victor Prilleux (Bertrand, a farmer);iReeGailhard (Le Chevalier de Bois-
Joli); and Julien (Thomas, a peasant). For the jgrenstage set one of the charming
scenes of Lancret was reproduced, complementeddiyroes and décor modelled on
those of Watteau. ThRalancoireand theColin-maillard were ingeniously re-created
by the stage designers to sustain the illusiorhisf last pastoral dream of love. The
opera was in the repertoire 1869-70, and numberede2formances. Performances
were interrupted in 1870 by the outbreak of thenEoaPrussian War, and never
resumed.
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