From Queens to Slaves






From Queens to Slaves:
Pope Gregory’s Special Concern for Women

By

John R. C. Martyn

CAMBRIDGE
SCHOLARS

PUBLISHING



From Queens to Slaves: Pope Gregory's Special @orice\Women,
by John R. C. Martyn

This book first published 2011
Cambridge Scholars Publishing
12 Back Chapman Street, Newcastle upon Tyne, NBEG, 2)K

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available fritra British Library

Copyright © 2011 by John R. C. Martyn

All rights for this book reserved. No part of thisok may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval syste
or transmitted, in any form or by any means, etegtr, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
otherwise, without the prior permission of the cagiyt owner.

ISBN (10): 1-4438-3386-X, ISBN (13): 978-1-4438-838



TABLE OF CONTENTS

PrEfacCe ... vii
Historical SettiNg ........ccccuiiiiiiiiiei e 1
(O 0= 0111 2 © 1 1= PP PPPPPURTRR 29
Gregory’'s Female Relatives

(O 0= 1 (=] S .o TSP 33
Royal Women

(O 0= 01 (=] B 1 ] (=T PR 79
Aristocratic Women

(01 0= o1 (=] g o 11 | ST PPPPRRRT 113
Abbesses

Chapter FIVE ..o s e e e e e e e e e 133
Nuns

(O 0= 01 1= B GRS 169
Widows

Chapter SEVEN.....cooiiiiieiei ettt 175
Marriage

Chapter Bight.........ueeeeeeeeeeeeeee s et 181

Women Cohabiting with Clerics

(01 g =1 (=] 0 1N =R 191
Female Slaves






PREFACE

Some of the material for this book was taken from macent work on
Pope Gregory and the Brides of Christ,* that is, the abbesses and the nuns
(with several new additiorfsand much of the introduction, which provides
the historical setting for this work. It appearthwa few changes, as the
background did not require major alterations dutimg reworking. Most
of the book, however, is totally new and has ndgmn discussed before
by any scholar, whether male or femalé. will cover the many women of
all sorts, rich and poor, aristocratic and plebgiatellectual and simple,
who appear once or several times in the fourteeskbmf the Pope's
letters. Unlike in my work on the nuns, for thionk | shall not be
including the original Latin text for the letterbat are used, as it has
appeared in the recent and reasonably accessititeneaf the Latin letters
by Dag Norberd. The English version of all of these letters usethis
book can be seen in my recent translation of tiepteteRegistrum.”

Although many books have been written in recentyea the monks and
on their monasteries at the time of Pope Gregohg eertainly did all he
could to provide them with reliable abbots and ahléa accommodation
and long-term provision of food and water and fafarsupkeep, yet only
three of his letters concerning abbesses, nunsmrents have ever been

! Pope Gregory and the Brides of Christ, Cambridge Scholars Publishing,
Newcastle upon Tyne, 2009.

2 There are ten new references to nuns, and thraebiesses.

3 That is, scholars who have worked or are workingtlee nuns or women in
general or on Pope Gregory.

* Dag Norberg S. Gregorii Magni Registrum Epistularum Libri XIV, Turnhout,
Brepols, 1982. The Latin would make the book unssaely lengthy.

5 John R. C. MartyThe Letters of Gregory the Great, 3 volumes, PIMS, Toronto,
2004. This work should be on the shelf of everdiaeval scholar, according to
an expert on this period (Prof. Constant Mews,aewof Letters of Pope Gregory,

in Parergon, 23, 2006, pp 157-159). A copy of this work wasitsto the present
Pope, and is being kept in his private libraryjifermed its author. In mediaeval
times, the works of Pope Gregory the Great weranfare popular than any of the
earlier works in Anglo-Saxon and French librariesjudge from the libraries of
Fleury-sur-Loire and of Worcester Cathedral.
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discussed by the many scholars who have workedums, ror on Pope
Gregory, or on women in general, until my work de huns appeared in
print in 2009. It revealed another thirty-thre¢tdes concerning nuns,
abbesses and convents, some extremely signifigadtyet they had never
been discussed befate.

Pope Gregory also sent some really important anst mteresting letters
to his eminent female acquaintances. For exampkeyvery long letter to
the Emperor's erudite sister, Theoctiske included a full-page discussion
of marriage, and after it another full-page on ksapt two important topics
at that time, as they are now. Some of theseoaristic women had
become close friends over many years, especialgetivho were living in
Constantinople and in Italy and Gaul. A few ofdhdetters have been
looked at by scholars, but never as a whole, nevempared with each
other, or as part of a totality. And likewise #@méstocratic women of Italy
and the Eastern Empire, some of whom have bearntareist to historians,
have never been discussed and compared as a group.

By contrast, a few misbehaving women and unacceptalarriages and
many widows who are over-demanding, will providevery different
picture, and will show the extraordinary patienée¢he Pope, as he sorts
out legal problems and conflicting evidence, andtftély deals with
awkward petitions and very demanding petitionersl an one occasion,
with a very rude letter from an aristocratic ex-nun

For readers who know little about the greatestloPapes, or about the
very interesting mediaeval period when he was activam including a
brief and updated biography, and likewise an hisabbackground for the
period of history when Pope Gregory lived and pthgach a major part,
based on the background which I included in mymebeok on the nuns.
For this work, however, an index has been addelelip scholars to track
down various personalities and activities, anddhisra bibliography for
those scholars and students who want to read midedywn these fields.

It might interest some readers to learn that the efothe great Boethius,
Flavius, was the father of the Pope's very deandj Lady Rusticiana,
whose wealthy family lived in Constantinople, andswery close to Pope

5 A few references to abbesses and nuns were niigsete, admittedly, from my
first analysis of theRegistrum, and are included in this book, one of them a nun
who greatly offended the Pope.

7 Letter 11.23. See below.
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Gregory's heart. One of his last letters urgedfaéingily to cross over to
Rome, for survival in their Italian property, by left it too late, and as
leading courtiers they were soon butchered, it sedm the unsavoury

usurper to the throne, Phocas, once he had butttteeeEmperor and his
family.






HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The historical period that covers the surprisiniglyt spread of convents
and monasteries both in Europe and the East isshlooonmensurate with
the life of Pope Gregory the Great, from about 340about 620,
especially during the last fourteen years when bhs tlve Pope (590-604).
His adult life was spent almost entirely in Romet 8uring the later part
of the pontificate of his predecessor, Pope Petafjiuhe acted as the
Pope's emissary in the royal court of the Empemothe golden city of
Constantinople. During this period, there were fewer than five
Emperors in the East, Justinian (527-565), Justi(b65-578), Tiberius
(578-582), Maurice (582-Nov. 22nd, 602), and thditany thug and
usurper, Phocas, who murdered Maurice and Queest&tma and their
large and pious family, soon after his troops reemh over in 602. After
a disastrous reign, he was belatedly overthrowhi®puccessor, Heraclius,
in 610.

The official links between Rome and Constantinoplere becoming
increasingly important, whether military or religgy and it was fortunate
that the new Pope had been accepted as a member afyal family, as
godfather of young Theodosius, the eldest son aidtd the throne. In
his last year as papal legate, he stayed at tlee@ah Constantinople, as
an accepted member of Maurice's fanilfhis helped greatly in the
cooperation between Rome and the Emperor on Jytwalery major
matter. Scholars have wrongly seen acrimony inr te&changes of
letters, where in fact irony and humour disarm pgglifferent views, as
over a ban on soldiers becoming monks, and everr twe title
‘ecumenical’ patriarch, adopted by the patriardinJthe Faster', that did
not seem at all important to Maurice, facing warsPiersia and in the
North. There is a big difference between two fgnmiembers having a
disagreement, and a bitter dispute between two galnmen, fighting for
supremacy. Unfortunately, because the Emperotdéace well-equipped

! See letter 11.27 below to Theoctista, the Empeister, where he says: 'You
know that when | was staying in the royal city auy Lordship's palace, many
people used to come and see me." There was ordyroyal palace in
Constantinople.
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invaders both over the Danube and in Persia, heuwalle to answer the
Pope's appeals for troops and generals to resisgrbwing threat of the

brutal 'swords' of the Lombards, a recurring niggntenfor the Pope. But
the Emperor's wife, Constantina, and her sistego€tista, both sent large
amounts of gold to help the Pope repair the damagsed by the lack of
trained troops, as he paid ever larger sums tmmarbke Lombards' Italian
victims and to bribe them not to sack Rome, amneb# left to him to patch

up belated peace terms in 598, without signing theoras to stay neutral.
He never showed pleasure in sorting out his mergenaops or in dealing

with the military embassies from Gaul or from thentbards. He was a
man of peace.

The other victims of the relative freedom allowedtlhe Lombards were
the monks and the nuns in towns quite near to Rame the priests, who
had to watch their chapels and cloisters engulfeflames, as they were
being dragged off to be ransomed or to be kill®ly then how many

female survivors had not been beaten or raped?y Mhthe citizens, rich

and poor, were also sold off, with their slavespmhthe Pope welcomed
as future monks or nuns. The final problem thas waused by the
Lombards' occupation of their lands, Campania eafpgcwas the food

shortage in Rome, and its high cost, especiallynafedugees flooded in,
as will be shown in chapter 5 below. Luckily Sicdontinued to supply
most of the corn grown there for Rome's hungry poor

One import, however, that was certainly very famirwelcome was the
virulent plague, which wiped out well over a thiofl Rome's citizens in
589, including Gregory's predecessor, Pope Peldlgiusven if it was not

the result of rotting snakes that had been waspdulyithe flooding Tiber

that caused polluted air, the flooded river wousédn destroyed much of
the sewage, and that could have helped the digeasgread so widely.
As the acting Pope, Gregory had to lead a processigenitents, and
although many died in its progress, he escapedhenglague soon ended.

Gregory was fortunate to have been born in asitiure Rome, in about
540, and to have had parents who were rich ar@tecr His father

Gordianus was a senator, and by then was serdirggeims, as a high
official in the Church of Rome. They lived in a mséon with a garden in
an exclusive part of the city, on the Caelian Hipposite the Circus
Maximus, and his father owned other properties mlodome, and large
estates in fertile Sicily, which young Gregory seetm have toured with
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his fathe”® Their wealth enabled him and his brothers to getoand
education in Classical literature and Greco-Romeam And in Greco-
Roman rhetorié.

His mother, Sylvia, seems to have had a strongénfte on him, with her
husband's three devout sisters Tarsilla, Aemilid @ordiana who appear
below, although Gordiana joined ordinary societyewhher sisters had
become nuns. With his mother's sister, Paterial, uncles, this
suggests that four or five close female relativeseausually around him
as he grew up. Scholars have failed to note tleetadf a busy and mostly
absent father, with important Church duties angertes to look after in
Italy and Sicily, leaving so many female carerslaok after young

Gregory. It may well explain Gregory's speciaknest in the nuns and
their convents, and women in general, and his awprising decision to

become a monk rather than pursue a military ortipalicareer, once his
father had died.

Before then he had in fact achieved high officevivat was left of the old
Roman Senate, soon to be dissolved. After fillimigor offices, in about
573 he honed his legal skills as chief legal officé Rome praetor
urbanug, and he was then elected as the city prefpefectus urbis
Romanag the most important position in the city, mainfgr the
ceremonial parades and senatorial debates, buhange of the city's
defence. More important for his future was his kvaiith Pope Pelagius
II, who persuaded him to write letters to bishopsstria over the 'Three
Chapters' dispute, later a wide-spread heresy tdefipé Pope's regular
attacks on it. By 578 he was a deacon, after teny happy years as a
monk, but then he was sent overseas to Constatgiragppapal emissary.

Gregory left in about 579 for six years there, adng the art of
diplomacy as he got to know Tiberius, and laterabee a close friend of
the new Emperor, Maurice, and of his family and @gurt officials. He
also became friendly with an exile from Sevillefedow spirit who soon
became his closest friend, Leander. For his tast years, as godfather of
Maurice's eldest son, Theodosius, Gregory becanmme gfahis royal
family, even staying in the palace, joining thentheir daily prayers and

2 See myThe Letters of Gregory the Gre&IMS, Toronto, 2004, vol 1, pp 1-2.

3 One brother was Palatinus, a patrician, who stayéfome to help his brother.
The other, unnamed, seems to have lived in Otramt®re Gregory stole his
excellent cook. See my article 'Six Notes on Grggjoe Great' irMed. et Human
29, 2003, 1-25. For his continued study of rhetaee letter 5.53a.
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bible readings. His own research was a new eltioinaf the book of

Job, based on feedback from the monks who had gmaied him to the

Court, and from the very bright Leander. But hisimpurpose as
emissary was to get troops and leaders to dealthithaggression of the
destructive Lombards. But there were just too mather calls on the
Emperor's armies for any help to be given in Itakgept for ransonts.

Finally, in about 585, Gregory returned to his nsiaey in Rome,

converted from the family's large mansion after father's death, and
soon renewed the life that suited his religiousl zewl love of biblical

research, without any desire, it seems, to take avéts abbot. But when
the plague struck Rome in 589, and Pope Pelagenie a victim of it in

February 590, the surviving clergy showed no h#gitain electing

Gregory as his successor. Besides his politicdldiplomatic experience,
he had shown a passion for a religious life andirdasce, almost starving
himself to death, and he had established impotiaks with the throne

and with the Eastern Court. He was elected in tbmearrange the
procession for the plague, and the necessary aplpavived late in

August, and he was then consecrated as Pope oenS®pt 3rd, 590.
Although an ideal candidate, in his early lettegsrépeatedly claimed his
unsuitability and his aversion to the positionhailigh he was filling it

with great success right from the start.

Barely two months later the dynamic Agilulf becathe new King of the
Lombards, ruling from Pavia, and in 591 Duke Aritdbk over as the
Duke of Spoleto, a town only a hundred kilometeosth of Rome, thus
controlling traffic on the Via Flaminia. The Popead to organize troops
and their supplies to remove this threat, with s@mecess, making peace
with the Duke in July 592. But a year later, Affivas besieging Rome,
and the Pope is said to have met him for a parteyhe steps of Saint
Peter's, and persuaded him to depart. But smtllens were easier
pickings, and it was a great relief when a peaeatyrwas finally signed
by the King and by the Pope's representatives & Fut the eight long
years had done great damage to what was left otdhan towns, and to
the morale of their occupants, and the churchesnamthsteries had been
targeted most of all. For the Pope especiallygant no more dreams of
the Lombards' swords, no more queues of capturedand women, and
no more expenditure on those almost useless maresna

4 For Maurice's military demands, and some successesMichael Whitbyrhe
Emperor Maurice and his HistoriaitOxford University Press, 1988.
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Among the areas to which the Pope sent most détiexs about nuns and
other women, the island of Sardinia off the westst®f Italy stands out,
with eleven letters, and its background is of spleiciterest. But his first
contact with the island was on a very small scalgh his mission to
convert the Barbarini. In May, 594, this indigesoclan of 'gentiles,’
according to the Pope, concluded a pact with theigam Their clan had
been driven out of Africa by the Vandals, and hetftled in the mountains
near Cagliari. To convert them, he sent over Biskelix and the very
capable monk, Cyriacus (letter 4.23), with someeptinonks, the Pope's
militia Christi, to spread the good word. The missionaries wetered to
destroy the clan's idols and lead them to the wprshh Christ. After
twelve months, Gregory sent a report, in June, 585the Empress
Constantina in the golden city, telling her thae tmission had been
successful (letter 5.38), although some tribesmemticued to worship
idols by paying a fee to a judge, who continuedjite them a licence to
do so, which shocked the Pope, but reinforced bispdaint about the
over-heavy taxation, even for the errant judgeddaling with the imperial
authorities, the Pope expected them to look afterspiritual welfare of
their subjects, women especially, and in a seffidsters (letters 4.23, 25,
26, 27) he strongly urged two dukes, Zabardas aospitbn, and other
noblemen and wealthy landowners of Sardinia, towshbis very
necessary responsibility.

The key figure behind the letters to Sardinia wasudrius, the long-lived
bishop and later archbishop of the island's capityl Cagliari. He was
already bishop of the town when Gregory became Ro®90, and he
outlived the Pope, dying soon after the year 60He first mention of him
is in letter 1.47, when he was the metropolitamdysof Cagliari, and had
crossed over to Rome to ask the Pope to deal hétlBiyzantine military
commander, Theodore, who had assumed the dukeddsardinia and
was reinstating tax burdens that had been lightdryethe Emperor. He
had sent over an earlier duke of Sardinia, Edantitt® had ordered the
troublesome burdens to be removed, as requestedebizmperor. The
Pope complained to the Emperor about Theodorelgntidreatment of
clergy and civilians, and followed it up with atg letter to the patrician,
Gennadius, the governor of Africa, complaining agahout the molestation
and bodily injuries inflicted on the clergy of Jamus' church (letter 1.59).
Sardinia was part of the province of Africa. Atthame time the Pope
wrote to Theodore himself, and we shall see thig genciliatory letter, in
chapter 4 (a) below. At this stage Januarius veaisg quite cooperative,
and was ready even to travel over to Rome to $idng$s out with the
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Pope, who did all he could to help him. His lettdo the Duke's
commanders in Africa and Constantinople, who weees@nal friends,
were sure to bear fruit, underlining the importanféis years as papal
emissary, making long-term friends in Constantieopl

The landholdings of the Roman See on the islanchttbat the Pope was
well able to watch affairs in Sardinia very closely fact, he sent twenty-
one letters to the bishop, and mentioned him ie fithers, and as we

shall see, many of these (14 letters) were condemig¢h Januarius'

relationships with various foundations of nuns, ahdhonks also. Others
involved the proper means of administering the lsalgraments (in 6), and
the Pope accused the bishop of infringing on Carzam (in 4).

In 592, after receiving numerous complaints abauudrius, Gregory sent
his notary John to make sure he would cooperatd, iastructed his

'defender' Sabinus to persuade the difficult okhbp to come to Rome to
sort things out (letters 2.41 and 3.36). The Pigiered him and praised
him for his pastoral zeal and always gave him thleedt title possible

('most reverend brother and fellow-bishop'), buivéeed some stinging

criticisms as well, especially when his nuns wereisk, as we shall see
below. But neither his flattery nor his criticism&re effective, and fresh
complaints reached the Pope's ears at regulavaiser

Finally, in 598, from what he had heard through tlisse friend and
talented trouble-shooter, Abbot Cyriacus, the Pemmt so far as to
excommunicate for a month two of the archbishop\asers (letter 9.1).
He told the archbishop that he too should haveesedf that punishment,
despite his advanced years, for corrupting the gouRor on the Lord's
Day, before solemn Mass, he had ploughed up the loetonging to the
defender Redemptus, then he celebrated Mass, amdhth dug out the
boundary stones of the complainant, who owned teteesear Cagliari
where their boundaries were at issue. The tirhiad) shocked the Pope.
When he wrote to his defender Vitalis, in letter2lhe admitted that he
would have severely rebuked Januarius, for negleet the hostelries, but
for his advanced age and simple-mindedness aresdlras described by
Vitalis. He then discussed the archbishop's lamd) stressful intervals at
Mass, as he forgot the text, which made many dedigther to receive
communion from him. But the Pope defended himjrgathat his iliness

® See letters 1.60, 61, 62 ,81; 2.41; 4.8, 9, 10,25 29; 5.2; 8,10,35; 9.1,2,
11,196, 198,205; 10.17; 11.13; 13.4 and 14.2.
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did not pollute the blessing of the Holy Mysterjthaugh he should be
asked secretly to retire, if he felt an attack amgnobn, to avoid any
embarrassment. We shall see this long, interefgitey below.

Three 'defenders' have been mentioned above, Qgtia8abinus and
Vitalis, and a few words are needed on the statasdefender' and on his
special purpose in life, especially as they werdusost of all during this
historical period. For a much fuller coverage, sgearticle on 'Six Notes
on Gregory the Gredt.'

A few 'defenders' had been appointed by Pope Gyegaredecessors, like
Ocleatinus (letters 1.55-56) and Constantius (1a68)a retired Gaudiosus
(9.110), given a pension of six gold coins a yaesugh a newer defender,
Romanus. But it was very much Gregory's creatiowl, over forty appear
in his surviving letters, appointed by him. Mostnte from the Roman
Church, some of them personal friends of the Plipe sub-deacon Peter
in Sicily, and they all had legal powers and papathority. When
selected, they had to take a solemn oath at thé tomSaint Peter,
swearing to support the Church and the welfarehefgoor. An account
book was handed over, with a list of property amtbme. The defender
was expected to keep strict accounts of paymerdseseipts, submitted
to Rome for an audit at the end of each financiatiqud. A good
understanding of finances and bookkeeping was #@akerin letter 2.50,
the Pope actually awarded Cyriacus a higher rangngnthe defenders,
due to his impressive account book.

The Pope also gave each defender a list of spawstductions, which
covered local circumstances, detailing importastiés and the Church's
policies. The two long letters to Peter (1.42 &riD) show that he was
instructed on a wide range of issues, property ulesy sale of cattle,
management of hostelries, payments to the pooldibgi convents and
monasteries, helping in legal cases and in makiitlg, vgupporting local
bishops and imperial officers and providing suiahbrses for the papal
entourage. Many smaller details appeared alsa) adPope who clearly
knew a great deal about the fruitful island of §ici

Another very successful defender was Boniface, lhighusted and
talented, who became the Pope's 'first' defendanaging Gregory's far-
ranging clerical and secular affairs. He also @mblafter the Church's

51n Med. et Hum29, 2003, 1-7.
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assets, and revealed great diplomacy, when post€drsica, Corinth and
the chaos of Constantinople after Phocas had usuhgethrone. Boniface
finally became Pope in 608, and preserved goodtiosak with
Constantinople established by his mentor, Gregamy, later he became a
Saint. But he was one of seven ‘first' defendet®m, if the bishop was
absent or ill, had the privilege of sitting anywden an assembly of
clergy, obtaining the privileges of their honouralh things (letter 8.16).
With their usual clerical background, the defendmreperated well with
the local bishops and were ready to assist thosg tadly treated by the
authorities, whether they were a cleric or laymaale or female, rich or
poor, and especially the poor.

An ambitious priest might benefit from a letterrfrche Pope, and from
special training to become a defender, clearlyrg peestigious office, as
we see with Vitus, in letters 9.98 and 9.119. Afieing told by the Pope
to act without corruption, with due diligence andithw careful
consideration, he was handed a list of instructiand an official letter
signed by the Pope. For the next two months heedemns a priest,
impressing the Pope with his true faith and brigitd, who then sent him
to a 'school for defenders’, with a formal lettéreatry. There he was
trained in law, finance and religion, ready to agpim courts, with the
standing of a judge, dealing with taxes, inheriemnand bottomry. The
Pope told Romanus that Vitus was incapable of fraiudeceit, and asked
him to welcome him with Christian love as an otilailefender.

These well-trained defenders played a significant p the Pope's well-
orchestrated administration of the many very déférand widely spread
patrimonies of the Roman Church. Gregory addrekstters or makes
references to over forty different defenders, &livhom were enlarging,

strengthening and uniting the Church, despite kdétdy Lombards, Slavs
and Persians and by many schisms. As we shalltttseg gave their full

support to the Pope's efforts to build convents arodect nuns and other
women, acting fearlessly on the Pope's behalfnoftighout much support
from local dukes or bishops or priests. To colldwir evidence and
record conversations, they had lesser officialfeatp them, legal clerks
and notaries, private secretaries, record keepérgjnistrative assistants
and various other agents. And they seemed to tegether harmoniously,
often operating in pairs, especially when they wsant to settle a distant
provincial mess, or to encourage elderly bishoplegalistic ladies to sort
out their problems back in Rome. Despite the coatpeely short length

of Gregory's papacy, just thirteen and a half yehes achieved great
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success in his aim to unite, extend and purifyGaéholic Church, mostly
due to his talented and hard-working defenders, ynmanthem brilliant
men who had been thoroughly trained and were iedf serve him.

This was especially important when he was reattit,sas he was for much
of his papacy, not allowing him to visit bishopspierson. Scholars fail to
appreciate the seriousness and length of the siésethat plagued him, and
how his suffering body still managed to achievensach in so short a
time. When he became a monk he embraced the feeaf Icontemplation,
prayer and self-denial, and although he was heaitiwn he entered his
cell,” he followed the lead of many hermits and Saints, subjected his
body to strict fasting. Unfortunately it seemsttha went just far too far,
his fasts so rigorous and so prolonged that th@ydd his health, and
weakened his stomach's resistance, for the resisdffe® His main diet
consisted of raw vegetables and fruit, sent to hyrhis loving mother
from Cella Nova on a silver dish, a relic of thenfly's mansion, and a
legend soon grew up, not surprisingly, about tiaésdish, gladly given
to a beggar who turned out to be an arigel.

It was in his letter to his old friend Eulogius tiarch of Alexandria (letter
10.14, sent in July 600) that Gregory admitted i®Jery poor state of
health. He explains why he could not reply to sam&rming letters from
the patriarch: 'That was due to the extreme nadfirmy sickness. For
look, the second year has now almost ended wihibvé been confined to
my lousy bed? suffering from such painful gout that | can bargt up

for the three hours to celebrate solemn Mass ost féays. Soon | am
forced by my severe pain to lie down again, so thatay tolerate my
torment while shaken by groans. My pain is at inneoderate and at
times extreme, but neither moderate enough to eened extreme enough
to kill me. ... | have long been kept shut in aspn of bodily decay.' This
suggests that he had been virtually confined to wigldl the very painful

disease of gout, with stomach upsets, since Juy ®ich covers all of
the 240 letters in book 9. Incidentally, some $at®have argued that

" This was in the mansion where he had grown uplasy/anow the monastery of
St Andrew.

8 See F. Homes DuddeBregory the Great: His Place in History and Tyt
New York, Russell & Russell, 1987vol 1, pp 118-119. His pious friends
Eleutherius and Merulus were not much help, despée miraclesDial. iv.47).

9 See John the Deacdfita Gregorii, 1, 10.

10 Thelectuloin the text could mean 'small bed' but in Latidiminutive carries
emotion, good (‘darling’) or bad ('lousy'); a Peymrild not be in a 'small bed'.
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several hundred of the Pope's letters have be¢npiaing it with book
9, the only full-length one, with its 240 letterén fact his illness meant
that all the letters in that book, except for tlerylast few, were barely
half a page long, and were clearly dictated - W one thing he could do
from his painful sickbed.

In August 599, he endorsed this summary of his pastyears. It was
sent to the wealthy patricians, Lady ltalica andd_¥enantius, the latter
an old friend and once a fellow monk when they wgyeng. The Pope
was extremely sad to hear about their illnessed,aalded that 'it is now
eleven months since | have only been able to rise fmy bed on very
rare occasions, just now and then. For | am dictaffl by such great
pains from gout and from other terrible troubleattmy life is grievous
punishment for me. Every day | faint from paingdrsigh, hoping for the
remedy of death. Among the clergy and people isfalty there has been
such an invasion of feverous sickness that almostperson, free or
servant, has remained suitable for any office omistiy.'" The gloomy
Pope continues with a jaundiced picture of thehtéd world.

In July 595, four years earlier, the gout had ndifyfdeveloped, a disease
that struck Leander in his early sixties and strttek Emperor Maurice,
shortly before his murder. But the Pope's stonveah already playing up.
That year marked his first really long and autobémdical letter, sent to
Leander, in which he tells him: 'Because my tregblveaken my body,
even my studies of rhetoric are languishing, asnminyd is impaired. For
many years have run their course, as frequent gamsent me in my
innards, and every moment for hours | grow weasythe strength of my
stomach is broken entirely, and | pant with fevefigis was mid-summer,
a time of great heat and fevers in Rome, whersndrand sewers were still
in bad repair following the Tiber's flooding in 589 Although no
hypochondriac, Gregory came to fear July and Augash year, when a
fever attacked his weakened stomach and the gotisirlegs, but he
stayed in Rome. He had continual attacks of feaed gout from
September 598 to July 599, and as we have seerarély left his bed
thereafter. He saw it as God's plan that whilevhs suffering, he could
understand the suffering of Job, whose book he eldiggnterpreted, and
finally published as his greatest work of biblisaholarship, hi$oralia.

This excursus on the Pope's poor health serveh il the background to
the many letters he wrote about nuns, abbessestard women, while
feeling progressively less and less well. In fadid not seem to affect his
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mind at all, razor sharp right to the end, butdes explain why he could
not leave the city of Rome during the last fiftg@ars or so of his papacy.

The second largest number of letters on this bowmgse were sent to
Sicily, six in all, four to defenders (1.42 and @6 sub-deacon Peter, 4.6
to Cyprian and 9.54 to Romanus) and two to bish@34 to Leo of
Catana and 9.233 to Decius of Lilybaeum). The lpgbportion sent to
defenders shows how important this province wasfgpe Gregory, who
encouraged his most talented agents to look dfterein who were so well
trained and were expected to report back to Rorgalady, rather than
rely either on the imperial administration, or atdl and often divided
bishops, abbots and abbesses. The province's isthation was in fact
controlled by a praetor, who was answerable to @otienople, rather than
by the usual exarch. But a considerable numbestaites belonged to the
Church, cultivated by tenant farmers, almost sestathin a state. Beside
his family's estates in Sicily, used by Gregorycteate six monasteries,
and his probable experience with the island whgauamg man on holiday
with his father, the Pope was keen to keep watdh protect its all-
important corn supply for Rome.

The imperial rulers were a disaster. The firsstify was appointed in
Sept. 590, and accused of corruption, and was selaced by Libertinus
in July 593, who was dismissed between April 59@ @ttober 598, and
succeeded by ex-consul Leontius, who had beenosemtby Maurice to
conduct an inquiry into the administration of tiséand. As a result, the
ex-consul publicly flogged Libertinus, but was sigty advised by the
Pope to temper justice with mercy. In October 68lexander took over.
Gregory sent letters to Justin (1.2; 2.29), Libersi (3.37; 5.53; 9.28),
Leontius (11.4) and Alexander (11.8), but he maite impact on these
unfortunate Byzantine appointments. At least thielynot have to fight a
war there, and had little power over the Churchidewlomains. From the
language point-of-view, although it was in the bativest and its
administrators and lawyers spoke Latin, the remgirpeople spoke and
wrote Greek, as did most of the clergy. In theacainbs of Syracuse,
there are 461 inscriptions in Greek and only 44afin."*

A further advantage for Sicily was that, unlike ieighbour Italy, it
remained free of control by the Lombards, enabiirtg become a refuge

11 See Gerhard RohlScavi linguistici nella Magna Graeci®oma, 1933, quoted
by Jeffrey Richard€Consul of God: The Life and Times of Gregory theakr
London, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1980, p. 1664n.
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for those fleeing from Italian towns sacked by ifneaders. We shall see
the effect of this refuge below. It also meantt tttee major source of
Rome's bread, the cornfields of Sicily, were notlamalien control,

although the grain supply was under constant sgruily the Byzantine

administrators, like Cyridanus in 598-599 (in |eit8.31 and 9.116), who
seemed all too keen to fill the imperial grananeish grain from the

Church's granary, which would severely damage twe m particular, the

Pope pointed out. The Emperor had authorized tbitorg probably

without knowing about the Pope's objection.

The most valuable contribution that can be gaimednfstudying Pope
Gregory's letters to Sicily is the information thier on the system of
agriculture used during the later Roman Empiree TEmds controlled by
the Church provide the best picture of the systendis letters show
extensive landholdings (or patrimony) belongingtite Roman Church,
but note that the churches of Milan and of Ravegsisa possessed estates
on the island, as did the North African Churchséems. The Roman
Church's property was divided into two areas, eehwn Syracuse and
Palermo, to which two of the Pope's letters werd. sélis very first letter
was sent to circulate among all of the bishopsufhout Sicily, and his
second was to praetor Justin, while his very lagt fetters went to the
bishop of Catana and to the notary of Sicily (abmainks sharing their
beds with women.) To him Sicily was all-importantd a close look at
Peter's two long letters shows the Pope's greateisit in, and detailed
knowledge of, that prosperous island. Nearly atguaf his letters were
sent there. The only other contemporary infornmatiomes from the life
of Saint Gregory, bishop of Agrigentd.

The papal patrimony was divided into large landhajd, subdivided into
estates, about four hundred in all, their stabiibown by their names,
often from an owner who had died long before. Estate was then
divided into a home farm where a contractor liviedking after several
tenancies, where the tenant farmers were littiéebetff than the slaves
who worked the land. The contractors were wel] offlecting rents and
passing them on to the local defender, for the Popae papacy had
regulated the short-term contracts with licences,rbuch of the produce
and tax was creamed off by the imperial adminigtrat This could be a
heavy burden, and the Pope wrote several letteease the pain, while

12 See Abbot Leontiugiife of Saint Gregory, Bishop of Agrigenteanslated from
the Greek original with introduction and notes byid R. C. Martyn, Mellen Press,
Lampeter, 2004.
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accepting that some taxes had to be paid. A Idii®fietters contained
instructions to his defender and to his vicar am Episcopal bench, as to
how they should treat the imperial officers, sitgewas keen to work in
harmony with the Emperor, maintaining the cordelhtionship between
Church and State. However, if the Church admiaists saw evidence of
oppression, they were obliged to intervene, withRlope's blessing.

During his early years as Pope, Gregory interferethe affairs of the
bishops in Sicily more than anywhere else, manwldm had grown fat
and slack with the comfort of the island's peacd prosperity. Major
reform was necessary. His first step was the app@int of his trusted
friend Peter, as his vicar and defender, and in @2 suspect bishops
were sent to Rome to account for their stewardShifhere were already
several empty Sees, and the replacements camedargroup of clergy
who enjoyed the Pope's patronage. The most imptop@sition was the
archbishopric of Syracuse, head of the Siciliancheof bishops, and in
October 591 the Pope selected a close friend figrmbnastery in Rome,
Lord Maximian, to occupy this position, taking oveeter's powers as
vicar, and supervising the reforms. Success seemetnent, but sadly
Maximian died, in November 594 (5.20), and the mef® were at risk.
But Gregory acted fast, as usual, and in the fdallgwFebruary he
promoted John, a talented archdeacon from Catarthganew archbishop,
and under his guidance the final reforms, builttbose by Peter and
Maximian, achieved the quality of permanence. dnuhry 603, near the
end of his papacy, Gregory could list the bishdllisd so very ably the
principal Sees in Sicily, Gregory of Agrigento, LebCatana, Secundinus
of Taormina, John of Syracuse, Donus of Messinaiidus of Leontini
and Trajan of Malta. He could have added the dies®f Lipari, Triocala
and Palermo. The once decaying Church of Sicilyiccat last operate as
a well-organized and recognizable unit within thdew Christian Church.
This was a major achievement, managed by the Poplke skill,
determination and the ability to pick and inspireally talented
representatives, as we shall find with his choi¢eabbesses and his
organization of the growing network of conventspesally in the
countryside of Sicily.

13 See letter 1.70. Some were found guilty and stia@re imprisoned and finally
cleared. Gregory of Agrigento was in prison for tywars, then tried and only
accepted as innocent when the young woman foubednwith him told the Pope
she was paid to frame the bishop by a jealoustpfedinus.
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To Campania, Naples, Lufliand Rome the Pope sent twelve letters on the
topic of nuns and convents, that is, to the Italiak/nlike Sicily, they had
the unenviable task of dealing with the Lombards;erman race with
little or no respect for the Italian towns thatythead so easily overcome,
and for the nuns and monks, who made no resistadcsummary of the
Lombard threat and final peace terms have alreggeared above, but
their special victims in the churches and monastejustify a fuller
analysis of the historical background to Italy dgrihe last thirty years of
the sixth century.

In fact the Lombards were the last of the Germaoples to invade and
settle the western and southern lands of Europe,tlagir main thrust
coincided with Pope Gregory's life. They came tiglothe Predil Pass in
the spring of 568, while John IIl was still Popkarge in nhumber, well
equipped and well led, they cut through all that teefore them, hardly
worried by the imperial army, insufficient in nunmbgbarely trained and
badly led mercenaries, and their pay was in arrea@suntry dwellers
quickly moved behind city walls and fortresses, Mitan fell to the
Lombards in 569, and most of Aquileia and Venidé deon afterwards.
By July 579 they had spread right down to Rome,\meack besieging the
city by November when Pelagius Il was being elec@sdhe new Pope.
Desperate to obtain relief from looting and pillagi he sent the Deacon
Gregory to Constantinople to obtain troops and >gesenced leader to
counter the German invaders, but he was finallpalted, almost empty-
handed.

The Emperor did create the post of Exarch of Italyl gave the Pope a
few troops, but the main armies were needed ndemae. As we have
seen, gold was sent to soften the occupations, caedt bribery was
effective, plus some strategic diversions, butasveft to the Pope to do
what he could to stop their butchery and enslavésemd to repair the
damage, especially to churches and monasteriec@meents. In June
595, he wrote to his friend Maurice, in letter 5.86mplaining bitterly
over the breakdown in his first peace treaty whth Lombards, which left
Rome wide open, when he saw 'Roman citizens wigesaound their
necks, just like dogs, as they were led off to Gaube sold." He was
blamed, because those inside had escaped andrthiazbrun out.

% Luni (Luna originally) is on the North-western sbaf Italy, just north of Pisa.
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Early in 591, the Pope had ironically informed Jobr-consul, patrician
and quaestor that he, Pope Gregory, had been elected bishbpfrihe
Romans but of the Lombards, 'whose treaties areetiged swords and
whose gratitude is revenge' (1.30). Later, in 3®4told deacon Sabinian
to inform the Emperor that if he had wanted to ¢raout the destruction
of the Lombards, that nation would have been ledtter confusion, but
being held back by the fear of God, he was notinglito join in the
destruction of anyone (5.6). Rather than destheynt the Pope worked
tirelessly to civilize them and to achieve a lagtipeace, between the
Lombards and the Empire, as we shall see withettisrs to Brunhilde and
Theodelinda, so that the battered country mighereehance to recover.
But this pacifism was unpopular with some, andegkarch Romanus even
accused him of treason before the Emperor (5.36llevregory claimed
to Bishop Sebastian of Resini in June 594 thaeiaech's attack had done
more damage to his cause than the Lombards' swmdsdone (5.40).
But Gregory persisted in his longing for peace.Saptember 593 he had
enlisted Constantius, archbishop of Milan, as dguveen (4.2), but with
no success, yet in October 598, he finally managegersuade Abbot
Probus to join Theodore, the curator of Ravennd,tha Lombard dukes,
in concluding a quite acceptable peace treaty (94#1 68). Gregory
refused to sign their treaty, so as to avoid comisimg his diplomatic
stance of bi-partisanship. But it was clearly Btape's peace treaty.

It lasted for just two years, when hostilities nesd, but not for long, as a
new treaty was soon drawn up, in 603. From anralnjposition of
weakness, the Pope had managed to achieve an hbl®peace between
the two parties. The rights of the Lombards to tnadshe lands that they
had conquered were recognized, while the impegiaitories in Italy had
gained a breathing space. At the same time, Gyegied to achieve a
religious settlement in the ltalian peninsular. fitst reorganized what
remained of the Church in the Lombard territory éimein entered into a
series of diplomatic exchanges with the Lombardtc@specially the two
gueens, as will be shown below.

Within the life of the Church, Gregory tried to peat any more setbacks,
salvaging what was still viable. How far the Pepeceeded may never be
known, but we can glean a lot from his lettershe bishops of two active
Sees, Spoleto and Milan. In both cases commonuriesatreveal
themselves. Where churches had been devastatedaeked pastoral
care, he re-established places of worship (9.58),ovided a basis for
reorganization (4.22, 37; 9.167). Any wayward nm®ok clergy who had
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fled to Lombard territory, and places where ecelgtstal discipline had
become lax, were returned to a new, vigorous sthteue observance, as
the embers of religious belief were kept burningg apread widely once
there was no persecution.

In his diplomatic dealings with the Lombard couBtiegory started once
again at a disadvantage. Their King, Autharit, fathidden the baptism
of Lombard children into the Catholic faith (1.1Hut several of the
Lombards were Catholics, a few of them occupyirftuéntial positions
(Dialogi 3.19.1). The most powerful of these Christians e wife of
Autharit, Theodelinda, the daughter of GaribaldikB of the Bavarians.
When Autharit died, she played a major part in hgvAgilulf chosen as
his successor as King of the Lombards, marrying inillovember 596°
Unfortunately, she was attracted to the argumehtbeo Three Chapters
heresy. The Pope sent her three letters tryingotovince her to reject
these schismatics, and encouraging her to suppertnew orthodox
archbishop of Milan. Then during the peace negjotig, he urged her to
embrace the orthodox faith and persuade her hustmasdin the peace
treaty (9.68). But then, late in 603, Theodelifidally committed herself
to Gregory's orthodoxy, having their dear son agid, Adaloald, baptized
according to the Roman observance.

In these dealings with the Lombards, despite almmsthelp from
Constantinople, the Pope proved to be surprisisgiycessful. He had
strengthened what was left of the Roman Churchambard lands, and
had obtained a truce between the Lombards and rt@r&, and he had
seen the heir to the Lombard throne baptized, motthe Arian faith, nor
that of the Three Chapters faction, but into thee tCatholic faith as
professed at Rome. Any one of these achievemeatddwhave been
noteworthy, but for Gregory to have achieved ale#h when he was
feeling far from well, is quite remarkabf@.

Only four letters on the topic of nuns were sentGaul, but for their
background, a brief survey of what was going ometa this time should
be included. Three of the letters were sent touAuthe first (9.225) to
Syagrius, its bishop then, over the rape of Syagearelative), the second
(13.5), to Brunhilde, the Queen of Gaul, who had kaconvent built

15 See Thomas Hodgkiltaly and Her InvadersOxford, 1880-99, Bk 5: 236, 239,
283, and Paul the Deacstistoria Langobardorun8.30, 35.

18 Quite a lot of this background has been selectetiamapted from the 116 pp
long introduction to myrhe Letters of Gregory the Gre&IMS, Toronto, 2004.
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there, and the third (13.10), an important letteits first abbess, the very
talented Talasia. The only other letter was serfRéspecta, abbess of a
convent in the port of Marseilles. Clearly the Papanted to control and
reform the errant Church in Gaul, after a succéssfy run with the
renewal of the true faith in Sardinia. The thitatls mission was probably
also in his head by now, remote and misty Englaod Gaul would have
to be sorted out first, since it covered the veaygé landmass lying
between Italy and England. And at that time, drag&aul without the
protection of soldiers, when bearing valuable itefiors worship, would
have been very dangerous, unless the various lishtimg the route
followed by the monks looked after them with thewn retainers in a
positive manner.

Compared with Sardinia, Gaul was of course a fareneapansive country
and the reform of the Frankish Church was a farenommplex operation.
After the conversion to Christianity and the veugaessful campaigns of
the Merovingian King Clovis, up to his death in 5itlseemed that most
of Gaul was Christian, and until recently histodgdrave argued that it had
in fact been widely converted, like Henri Muller 1945, Henry Beck in
1950 and Edward James in 1982But a very different picture appears in
the contemporary history of Gregory of Tours, ire tBhronicle of
Fredegar and in Pope Gregory's letters. Aboutygight of his letters
refer to Gaul, nearly fifty of them on the necegseaformation of its
Church?® The general picture is of a state intent on fewitlsin the ruling
dynasty, with a corrupted church in decay. AsrédgfRichards put it:
'Gregory of Tours paints a lurid picture of the Kgabishops, many of
whom seem to have been habitually drunk or wantonigl, appallingly
lecherous or deeply embroiled in politics and gqua. The lesser clergy
seem to have been little better, and derelictiodut§ was rife’® This ties
in well with the picture given by Pope Gregory, wélwows people over
large areas persisting in pre-Christian beliefsg athers with only a

17 See H. F. Mulle_'époque merovingienne: Essai de synthése delpgidoet
d'histoire New York, 1945, p. 8, Henry G. J. Betke Pastoral Care of Souls in
South-Eastern France during the Sixth CentuRome, 1950, pp 40-41 and
Edward JameJhe Origins of France: From Clovis to the CapetiaB80-1000
London, 1982, p. 55.

18 See Luce Pietri 'Grégoire le Grand et la Gauleptajet pour la réforme de
I'Eglise gauloise, inGregorio Magno e suo il tempdnstitutum Patristicum
Roma, 1991, 1: 109-128.

19 See Jeffrey RichardSonsul of God: The Life and Times of Gregory theaBr
Routledge & Kegan Paul, London and Boston, 198Q1@.
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veneer of Christianity (letter 8.4), and among rthdergy, simony was
rampant (letters 5.58; 9.219; 11.38 and 13.9, 1P, 1

When Laurence and Mellitus led the second partyoifiks to convert the
English, one of their tasks was to arrange a syo@iamp out this simony
(letter 11.51). For the Pope, the Frankish Chwels badly in need of
reform. But when elected Pope, Gregory would heote known much
about Gaul, although he had met the Frankish detegan Constantinople
when papal emissary there. One of them, a patridignamius, received
letters 3.33 and 7.33, having administered a spaimony in Gaul for
the Roman Church. But when he became Pope, Grégairhad no direct
contact with the rulers or bishops. In the fifstee years of his letters,
only five were sent that referred to Gaul. Two stethout the Archbishop
of Milan, Constantius, about the deviant bishopd dre Frankish kings
(4,2 and 37), and three were sent to recipienBravence, but to nowhere
else in Gaul (1.45; 3.33; 5.31).

But in June 591, he received complaints from theisle communities of
Arles and Marseilles that the Catholic bishops wesing force to have
their children baptized. Gregory called for an éodhe practice (1.45),
damaging for the faitf® This was followed by several other accounts of
corrupt practices, as Austrasia and Burgundy steagfpr the control of
Provence. The archbishop of Arles, Caesarius)draglacted as the papal
vicar in Provencge (just as Maximian did in Sicilghd he was succeeded
by Sapaudus (died 586), but after him neither Lirse(bishop 586-8) nor
Virgil (588 onwards), had received official lettfrem Rome appointing
them. Gregory sent letter 1.45 to rectify this ssion in June 591, and not
long afterwards Dynamius presented him (in ApriBp®&ith four hundred
gold coins, collected from his small patrimony ob¥ence. Unfortunately
all of this Frankish gold was worth far less thhattused in Rome, which
presented a tricky problem for the Pope.

But by August 595, Gregory had discovered enougiuafsaul to enter
very actively into Frankish affairs. He sent théegt John and a deacon
Sabinian with thepallium' for Archbishop Virgil of Arles, a symbol of
great honour normally restricted to archbishops andew favoured
bishops. It was in fact in response to a requgd€ibg Childebert (5.58).
It confirmed that Virgil was the papal vicar, apgatty thanks to royal

20 For Gregory's unusual consideration for the Javastheir faith, see his letter to
Abbess Domina (j).
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patronage. The Pope also removed the adminigtratio the papal
patrimony of Gaul from the Frankish official, theatpcian Arigius
(addressed in 5.31; 6.59; 9.212), who had succebgiadmius in that key
position, and appointed Candidus, a close friend antotally reliable
Roman priest, not a subdeacon or abbot for a change

Working closely with Candidus, as he had done \W#ter in Sicily, the
Pope had an ideal agent to play his part in refogntihe Church and royal
family of Gaul. Both Queen Brunhilde and King Glebert were asked to
give their support to this new development (6.)5, Gandidus was soon at
work, using the diplomacy and tact that he hadnle&mom his brilliant
master, Pope Gregory. But unfortunately Virgildad the enthusiasm, or
the charisma, or the ability that was needed taycaut the Pope's
programme. Also, the archbishop of Arles was heltligh esteem, but
the real power had moved further north to the Sdeyon, and to bishops
who enjoyed royal patronage, like Syagrius of Autdro succeed,
Gregory would have to acknowledge both of theseldgments, building
on the changing circumstances.

To do so, in September 595, he told Candidus tcsasge of the income
collected by him from the Gallic patrimony to puaske young male slaves
from England (6.10), who were then trained as moimkd atin and
theology, in Rome, most probably in Gregory's oldnasstery of Saint
Andrew. A year later some were no doubt readyio fhe first group of
monks leaving with the timorous Augustine to comvkee English. Since
Queen Bertha was a Christian, and worshipped witth@astian chaplain,
the task was not too difficult, but few of the l&x&new Latin, and
interpreters from Gaul were of little use (6.51howing the Pope's
foresight in sending monks who had grown up spepknglish, a fact
ignored by the venerable Bede.

Before Augustine had reached England, the Popevhi&tén to persons of
influence in Gaul, both from the Church and the&teequesting them to
assist his monks on their long journey across ttmintry. He was tactful
as usual, and his contacts fully supported the iaristhat he had set in
motion, and soon afterwards his old friend, Augwestihad reported on
their continuous help. At the same time, Pope @nebad recommended
his agent Candidus to each of his addressees,gutiggm to help him in
raising proper revenue from the Christians in Geuhelp their poor and
destitute in their various domains. In letter 6.6@ had told Candidus to
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spend any gold coins he received in Gaul, ratheen #end them to Rome,
which was the normal practice.

The unexpected success of the English mission eaged him to send
another group of monks, led by two excellent agethis abbot, Mellitus,
and the priest, Laurence. As in 596, their craggihGaul, both western
and northern, was fully supported by an industri®@pe. He wrote
persuasive letters to Bishops Menas of Toulous@ukwf Chalons-sur-
Sabne, Agiulf of Metz, Simplicius of Paris, Melargiof Rouen, Aregius
of Gap, Virgil of Arles and Licinius (his See iskmown). He also wrote
to a patrician of Gaul, Asclepiodatus, to QueennBiide, to young King
Theoderic, to Theodebert, King of Austrasia andClothar, King of
Neustria. By now Gregory was well aware of thenghag centres of
power in Gaul. For the second group, protectigsgsnce was even more
important, as they were carrying priceless bibéediphonaries, relics and
holy vessels and clothing. As they circulated agmdhe heathen in
England, they would have been displaying a smdllebthat contained
multiple little pictures of Christ's life and midas, and had short and
clearly written Latin passages from the gospelsjamge uncials, with
which the monks could unlock this exciting new naggs using their own
interpreters to translate it to large numbers oéls?

Although the Gallic bishops refused to give up ithiedependence, and
made no effort to satisfy the Pope's persistentagiels for a synod to wipe
out the curse of simony, they had twice cooperaii#a his monks, and in
614 a synod was held in Paris where two key datsswere derived from
Gregory, but not simony. He also worked well witle Gallic royalty,
especially Brunhilde, and would have grieved owar druel death in 613.
For so much of her life she had been so powerfdlsansuccessful.

Brunhilde was the daughter of the Visigothic Kifghanagild, and after
his death in about 567, she married Sigibert |, Enankish King of
Austrasia, converting from the Arianism of the Yjsihs to the
Chalcedonian Christianity of the Franks. When I®di died, she took
over as ruler of Austrasia, and continued to dotlwmugh her son,
Childebert Il, and then through her playboy gramjdteoderic. With the
death of the King of Burgundy, Guntrum, in 592, sbek over his lands

2L The 'Canterbury' bible has survived, miraculoubly; not the antiphonary. For
these miniatures, see Francis Wormdlde Miniatures in the Gospels of St.
Augustine Cambridge, 1954, and Christopher de Hafdlistory of llluminated
Manuscripts London, 199ﬁp. 15.



