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INTRODUCTION

When speaking of the captivity narrative the termges to understand
it in terms of the imprisonment of an individual argroup within a
spatially confined space. Nevertheless, history demonstrated that the
phenomenon of captivity is multifaceted and of saomplexity that the
subject must be more broadly defined so that ssudiay consider not
only the physical, but rather the psychological antiural dimensions as
well. Considering, this labyrinth often requires raultidisciplinary
approach to the subject as this present work attextholars from a
multitude of academic and professional disciplifesre attempted to
probe the deepest meaning of captivity. What cdmwlacs make of the
various nuances and interpretations of captivitfesm the earliest
mythologized histories passed down to us from th&eats to the more
modern hostage dramas that are politically or caltyy motivated? What
unifying themes may be discerned from the famousyBaian captivity,
the Barbary Coast captivities over the course ef 168" and the 19
centuries, the Iranian hostage crisis, the cagtofithe French Colombian
Ingrid Betancourt among the FARGind ever occurring news of hostages
worldwide?

While an obvious theme is certainly the aforememt idea that
captivity is the act of physical imprisonment oflividuals by a hostile
group who may be motivated by various politicalciab and religious
reasons, another underlying common denominatdreiggndency among
former captives to record their unique and lifeeditg experience. The
wish to document the ordeal has been shared by rfreeg captives
throughout history—the more famous among them dgeluMiguel
Cervantes, Cabeza de Vaca and Mary Rowlandson. where the
captives did not undertake the task themselvesntifbes they garnered
support from ghostwriters and literary artists edgeassist for a variety of
financial, political, and social purposes.

Captivity, in all of its different forms and mansfations, has been
occasionally captured by téxthroughout history. This textualization
eventually gave birth to a distinctive literary gerharacterized by Indian
captivity narratives that flourished in North Aneifrom the 1% to the
19" century, and perhaps long before if we considerpanish narratives
of those like Cabeza de Vaca. Although the phenomerf captivity, per
se, predates the specific experience of the whitdsttan settlers taken



Xiv Introduction

captive by the Native Americans during the Europsamjuest of the New
World, it did not essentially emerge as a literggnre—or at least was
conceptualized as such—until much later. Accordm@ary L. Ebersole,

about two thousand English captivity narrativesspreed as factual
accounts were published before 1880 in Ametiathryn Zabelle went

on to define three main chronological phases fa genre: Authentic

religious accounts in the T7century; propagandistic and stylistically
embellished texts in the £&entury; outright works of fiction in the late
18" and early 19 centuries.

Although classified by fact, fiction, or a littlef doth, several aspects
intrinsically related to captivity have appearecttdhance the motif as well
as the genre. This present work shows the variaasts of captivity
through the historiography of both the phenomenuhits literary forms.
The deconstruction inherent in the titl&rduring Shackles and the
Emancipating Language of Subjectivitpicely summarizes the subtlety
of this eclectic study on captivity. When dealinghacaptivity narratives,
scholars tend to cross back and forth between laghysical captivity or
imprisonment, which is here symbolized by shackkasd the various
nuances and interpretations of the different aspettthat captivity as
represented in the narratives. Once the story efatithor’s captivity has
been put down in narrative form, what becomes et¢hshackles? To
what extent does subjectivity play in reshaping tagptivity narrative
genre or in creating and recreating peripheral egrsuch as “social
captivity” as explored in the last part of this w@r

In order to address these questions, this studgrigmnized both
thematically and chronologically. However, the diolmgy in question
here is not so much the chronological order of diféerent captivity
experiences or their publication, but that of thiding into being of a
literary genre and the flourishing of different asfs of the genre, as well
as the gradual appearance of closely related t@pidsnuances. Thus this
work is organized into three parts. Part One isaoizpd around various
16"-century captivities that occurred in North Amerishere Europeans
fell into the hands of Native Americans but livexltell their story. Part
Two moves beyond the more traditional white captivwmongst the
Indians to also consider African American slavend dndian captives
among the Christians. The unifying theme is thedées of captivity as
portrayed by factual and fictional literature armtdments. Part Three will
consider the modern peripheral iteration stemmioghfperhaps the most
common form of the captivity phenomenon—prison ragre generally,
societal captivity.
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The essays that comprise Part One flesh-out thetheyes of those
reality-based narratives. The contributors Benjaillen, Dahia Messara
and Lanta Davis show how the former captive autlmorprotagonists of
the narrative struggled physically, psychologicalgnd spiritually to
survive their ordeals in what Europeans considereivage wilderness.
Allen discusses the captivity of the Talon childreino were members of
the failed French colony established in Texas byabe and who fell into
the hands of the Karankawa and Cenis Indians, thetihe Spaniards.
Allen claims that the assimilation of the childreno the Indian society
and the eventual crossing into Spanish control ptechthe metamorphosis
toward a new “American” entity—one that is no londgeéuropean or
Native American, but rather a biological and/orterdl hybrid that
resulted when the White Christians clashed and thergled with the
Native Americans. The cultural homogeneity foundBarope and the
New World in 1491 evolved into an entirely new lutexdter 1492.

The remaining two studies also emphasize the rbldemtity as well
as the different aspects and interpretations of flracess of “going
native” as portrayed by early Puritan captivityrators. In many of these
accounts, the familial theme is ever present, eslhe@among the female
captives. What did it mean to be a captive mothet how did these
women cope with the motherly grief they went throws a part of the
captivity ordeal? This concept of motherhood asteel to the overall
theme of trauma is addressed by both Dahia MessadalLanta Davis.
Messara discusses subjectivity as an interactidwdsn the deliberate
distortion or embellishment of facts and actuahphtdgical factors such as
trauma. The representation of the latter shiftenfaetailed descriptions of
physical torture and mutilation suffered mainly fmale captives such as
Father Jogues to psychological and emotional dianges, primarily as
exemplified in the captivity narratives of womeneséara also detects the
seeds of an attempt by the victims to overcometthema through a
combination of emational, religious, and psychoigogrocesses of
recovery.

Lanta Davis continues to explore the issue of saivin the face of
psychological trauma. She discusses how the captivgpouring of grief
by weeping and their captor’'s response to it carséen as a form of
recovery, or at least relief from trauma. She asgiat the physiological
symptom of shedding tears leads a way towards vihat Puritans
considered as spiritual values of reconciliatiod ardemption. Davis
principally shows how, in some Puritan captivityrmadéives, Native
American and French compassion and pity towardr tbaptives’ tears
prods the authors to gradually view their captoct as merely the
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demonic “other,” but as human beings capable of duremotions and
sympathy.

The second part of this book generally examines ldgacies of
captivity for individuals and as portrayed in fanal literature. In most
instances, freed or escaped captives would neyey émie emancipation
either spatially or psychologically as may be dest@ied by the
contributors, Jennifer Curtis, Anne Matthews andsdbeth Ziemba.
Curtis’s study focuses on how captivity affectedh@éaine DuBois, who
was abducted by the Indians in the area of New Ardam during the 17
century. Although there are few historical recor@srtis argues that the
extraordinary influence that captivity may have hadndicated by the
song she sang while in captivity and through hest Mill and Testament;
therefore, by using peripheral literature to cotialize the event and its
effects, Curtis bridges the gap between realityebasarratives and the
semi-fictional or totally fictional works which appred later in the 19
century.

Anne Matthews’s analysis of the slave Wallace Tgew Voyage to
Freedom, and Elisabeth Ziemba’s deconstruction ofi 5. Stephens’s
fictional book Malaeska move beyond the more traditional Indian
captivity narrative. Here we find instances of avel narrative and of the
captivity of a Native America girl by the whitesgspectively. Anne
Matthews points out that, whereas white and Indiaptives in America
had the opportunity to return home once rescuerpesl slaves remained
captives despite that they were no longer confiltethe plantation. She
argues that while the white captives can travelse gpace between
captivity and freedom, being fundamentally at ltgeto go home, the
black captive cannot, and thus must make the hamgpwlight from
captivity to the liminal—they must remain on theeshold of freedom
without having the ability to cross over to realitee full potential.
Matthews argues that the character Wallace Turmagerts to passive
resistance while always confronting the possibiltifyrecapture and its
potentially deadly consequences. He is at the danmeeretrospective and
rhetorical, revealing his continued awareness efrtie of the liminal in
the lives of ex-slaves.

Turning toMalaeska Ziemba argues that, as a piece of sensationalist
and sentimental literature, Stephens’s novel tap&ral traditions that
appear in the factual captivity literature, buthwit twist—Malaeska is an
Indian girl who must assimilate into Christian sdgi Via this depiction
of a young Native American woman who married a &/imtan by whom
she has a son, Stephens emphasizes the stigmptieftgaand the fears of
miscegenation that prevented society from accemimgndividual as an
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equal imbued with basic rights and dignity. In fimal analysisMalaeska
is a testament to the lingering effects that thatiedy narratives had on
society and, specifically, the author.

The final series of essays dissects yet anothelegaincaptivity tales,
namely those that were inspired by or emanated froson life. Analyses
are offered by Anne Babson, Alan Smith and Stevamkel. In the first
essay, “Words of Reprieve,” Babson explores théy gaetical works of
Jimmy Santiago Baca. Having lived a life of crime a poor Latino
neighborhood in Los Angeles where he exerted pdtweugh violence,
Baca eventually found himself incarcerated and plmss. Babson
demonstrates, however, that this one-time stree tdiscovered a
renewed power through the use of words. In doindiedecame a poet in
his own right and garnered the attention of therditi. He found his own
voice, ironically, in a prison system that ofterteaipts to stamp out
individuality by demanding conformity with the gaaf rehabilitation.

Philosopher and journalist Alan Smith goes on tiwagolate the nature
of the captivity narrative as a piece of storytgliIn “Prison Narratives,
or Don't let the Truth Spoil a Good Story,” Smitbrlers just how much
credibility scholars and lay readers should platanother’s tale that is
often tailored for the audience or the publishehild/most do not wish to
be deceived, neither do they wish to be bored. Ndoster good drama
even if the author must subvert the truth. Smith&ghts reminds us that,
although many captivity tales are based on faaupkriences, the telling
thereof is highly subjective; thus, we should alavdye mindful of the
larger context and the pressures the narratorgam@nivhen telling their
story.

In the last essay, “If He was to be Heard, He hadbe Killed:’
Language from the Old Bailey to the Gallows,” Gaeatbattempts to
examine 18-century prison narratives from London's Old Bailey
courthouse and Newgate Prison. The prisoner tatge wever complete,
however, and must be patched together through destimony, prison
records, and the final statements made at thevgallble uses the three
sources to resurrect the voices of the condemngdaltvays mindful that
the accuracy is suspect because of mitigating fectbat perhaps
influenced the narrators, especially consideringt tlegal proceedings
often served as entertainment for society thusrpiatéy profitable for the
transcriptionists. The narrators understood, astiSmpostulates in the
previous essay, that truth should never be allawedin a good story.

—Dahia Messara
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COLONIAL AMERICAN CAPTIVITY






CHAPTERONE

THE TALONS:
CAPTIVES, EMISSARIES
AND THE FIRST AMERICANS

BENJAMIN M. ALLEN

During the latter 17 and early 18 centuries, competition between
France and Spain intensified over their North Aweni empires, and
especially in the region of what would be knownTasas. This large and
mostly non-colonized area of northeastern Nuevaaf@p(New Spain)
attracted the most attention from the French iir thiteempts to dominate
the potentially profitable regions surrounding Mississippi River and its
mouth, a vital trade route for French commerce. flilsé serious attempts
at French incursions to Texas came in 1685 wheréfRabert Cavelier,
Sieur de La Salle, established a short-lived coloayed Fort Saint Louis
at Matagorda Bay just north of present day Corpluss@. Following this
disastrous effort, it required another two decadlefore the French
revived their intentions. It then fell to Louis h#reau de Saint-Denis,
who between 1700 and 1720 made significant stridesettle Louisiana
and encourage trade with the Spaniards and Indrad®xas. Assisting
him were two brothers, Pierre and Robert Talon, Wizl come to
intimately know the region and its inhabitants dgrtheir ordeal with La
Salle and a period of captivity with the Tejas #=adtankawa Indians.

With the exception of the Native Americans, perhapspersons or
groups during the era of American colonization wasdess celebrated as
the Talons. Only recently were they rescued frorscality by La Salle
scholar Robert Weddle who, unlike the more poliljcafocused
researchers of previous generations, felt thatr ttedeé merited greater
scrutiny? The general neglect is regrettable but understdadarhe
Talons’ social status placed them toward the botdmolitical prominence
during an age that considered the contributionsghef aristocrats more
valuable than that of the peasantry and/or othernconers. Furthermore,
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contemporaries largely marginalized those who ligetbngst the Indians
given the stigma that captivity and acculturaticought with it. Those
Europeans who, by accident or through warfare, viereed across the
cultural threshold by the Indians discovered tlifgt &fter rescue could
prove as precarious as captivity. When held forsmarable lengths of
time, the Christian captives would usually ememgistinguishable from
their “savage” captors. Rather than being warmieneed, the captives
were often ostracized by their countrynfeiaving all the indelible
markings (tattoos, scarifications, etc.) of thewptors, appearance alone
would certainly have set the Talons apart. Regasdlthe French would
use the Talon brothers to further the monarchyjgdlves in Louisiana
and Texas. French officials recognized the Talaomsith in that they
could serve as guides, interpreters, and liaisanani attempt to spread
French imperial claims from the Mississippi Deltaelwinto the
northeastern expanses of Nueva Espafia.

Historical hindsight, however, allows for the rendpn that these
brothers and their family were more than simplds@ammmandeered for
political objectives. Their life as colonists in ilo America and the
transformative ordeals that they suffered served aite of passage that
transformed the Talon children into first-genenatid\mericans™—a new
cultural entity that defied blood and cultural tiéddthough born French,
these children metamorphosed into cultural hybridsedlturated beings
that served as bridges between two disparate amitiotmg worlds. And
whereas the Talons may serve modern scholars docuhural and socio-
political insights their tale affords, we must al@eware of the intensely
personal emotional ordeals these real persons etduitimately this was
a family tragedy. It is highly doubtful that the Talons or anyonetogir
generation understood the concept of “American” cggosed to a
traditional European nationality, but we do knowythunderstood and felt
the sense of family and the bonds that result wfaaed with tribulations
and possible death, one realizes that family ithall remains.

The Talons’ epic story is noteworthy for a variefyreasons. It has all
of the elements of entertaining drama—murder, doi mystery,
betrayal, and tragedy, but it is astonishingly tare substantiated by
archival sources. Unlike countless numbers of gaptivho returned from
their frontier prisons but remained invisible, tfi@alons left behind a
record that, albeit incomplete, at least providggimpse into their ordeal.
Additionally, other French and Spanish witnesseferotollaborative
documentation. Collectively, the records allow dat® to compose an
accurate but piecemeal account. The Talons, toknawledge, did not
write a first-person narrative. Instead, they edaa brief tale to French
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officials who recorded it in formal interrogatorigé&/nlike modern legal
depositions that are recorded verbatim by a trgotsmnist, the French
interrogators took some liberties by interjectimenentary and shifting
between first and third person narrative. Td-t@ntury bureaucrats, the
Talons’ importance extended only so far as theylctcassist French
colonization efforts. Throughout the various sosrcéhe Talons are
peripheral objects to the larger politico-economiealities and,
interestingly, there is little hint of sympathy fitrese young men and their
sister who survived unimaginable brutality and tedre. Sensibilities
then appear more calloused to modern observers,hatdrians must
resort to what has been described as “exact imagjinn order to elevate
the Talons’ humanity to the focal point of the @dirre®

The Talon family first appears in the literaturattemerges following
La Salle’s failed attempt to establish a Frenchowglin the midst of
Spanish dominions in North America. The youthfuerd® and Jean-
Baptiste Talon, along with their siblings, hadlditchoice other than to
accompany La Salle considering their father, Luclead signed onto the
venture just before La Salle sailed from Francéata 1684. Lucien and
his wife, Isabelle Planteau, had originally livedthe colony of Quebec
and married there in 1671, then went on to estalalisizable family that
would include Pierre, Jean-Baptiste, the youngeridny and two eldest
daughters, Marie-Elizabeth and Marie-Magdelainerimduthe transatlantic
voyage from France to the Texas Gulf Coast in 1&&helle gave birth to
yet another son, Robert. From all accounts this tlvadargest family to
have settled in the newly founded Fort Saint Laii$ejas’

Arguably, it is very difficult for the modern readé¢o thoroughly
sympathize with the Talons’ plight. “Childhood,” asderstood in modern
parlance, would have been something quite diffeflent 17"-century
colonists. The rigors demanded the dedicated sffaft all family
members who could work. The transatlantic voyagésnea were
exasperating for even the veteran sailors, muchenfior children and
pregnant women. Furthermore, the Talons and otteav members faced
Spanish piracy and the loss of most of their ve$sehese hazards would
pale in comparison, however, to what they wouldusadat Fort Saint
Louis.

In retrospect, it appears that the entire effors warsed from start to
finish. The evidence indicates that La Salle areddnew did not measure
up to the task before them. It was reported thaSabe proved stubborn
and arrogant, which caused constant conflict witlomists as well as the
captain of theJoly, Taneguy le Gallios de Beaujeu, who immediately
deserted La Salle and his colonists as soon agrthg had disembarked



6 Chapter One

at Matagorda Bay. In fact, many colonists returméth the disgruntled
captain, apparently preferring another Atlanticssing to life under La
Salle. Perhaps, too, those who returned fearedthens—even before
weighing anchor, one ketch carrying the provisicars aground and sank.
Subsequent events would also attest to the wisdbrthar decision
considering that the one ship that remained witlShile, theBellg, later
sanl; in a storm, thus stranding the colonists amahing them to their
fate:

Before arriving at Matagorda Bay in February 1685yas apparent
that La Salle’s selection of colonists, as welllasir leadership, was less
than stellar. As one of La Salle’s lieutenantsniiddoutel, lamented, “Of
the 130 men, only a few were able to do anythingilat . .These were all
men who had been taken by force or dec8ifThe rancor among them
was of such magnitude that they hurled blame towael another for any
and every mishap. Discipline was non-existent. elowrote of drunken
sentries and of several who flagrantly disobeyetbis. The presence of
women and children did not help matters, eitherd doutel further
describes how Isabelle Talon became embroiled gal lguarrels with
another family’* La Salle’s failure of leadership coupled with 1bes of
the ships, the dismal lack of preparation, and gigéal selection of the
colonists all conspired against the explorer, whas \murdered by one of
his own in March 1687. Indications are that it vaasact of vengeance on
the part of one of La Salle’s soldiers.

As La Salle’s troubles mounted, so did those of Tr&on clan.
Sometime before October 1685 the father, Lucienntwaysteriously
missing while on a hunting expedition miles frone flort. A few months
afterwards the grieving family was again traumatizeshen eldest
daughter, Marie-Elizabeth, contracted a severesnand died during the
winter of 1686. The grief-stricken mother, who aigomgly watched as the
wilderness slowly consumed her husband and childrenuld again be
forced to say goodbye to yet another when La Sidleded to journey
overland to the other French outpost of Fort Suitaf Illinois on the
Mississippi River in hopes of securing provisiorsy this struggling
colony®?

La Salle had planned to leave eldest son PierrenTalth the Cenis (a
tribe of the more peaceful Hasanai or Tejas Coméene in order that the
boy would learn the language, secure an alliancel become an
interpreter for the Texas colony. The parting ofddame Talon and her
son was undoubtedly a touching scene, but not ag-tveenching as the
following events. Soon after La Salle and his fokws departed Fort Saint
Louis in Texas the Karankawa Indians, who inhabitegl coastal areas
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around the colony, went on the offensive and masdate colonists who
remained behind, including Madame Taldmccording to the Talons, the
massacre was another act of retribution for thenggsocommitted by La
Salle. Had it not been for the intervention of tharankawa women
“touched with compassion by their youth,” undoulhyetie Talon children
would have been slaughtered as well; however, Begtiste, Lucien,
Robert and eldest sister, Marie-Magdelaine alonth \&nother relative,
Eustache Bréman, were all spared and carried away daptivity'*
Farther inland, their eldest brother, Pierre, alavith another colonist
would adopt the Cenis as their new family.

Like so many borderland inhabitants before andraftem, the
younger brothers and their sister entered captbstyvay of unimaginable
violence and brutality. Having witnessed the sldaaglof their mother,
their only comfort may have been the Karankawa womko “reared and
loved” the Talons “as if they were their own chddr®® Despite the
affection, however, survival required that the Taldbecome Karankawa
by shedding their familiar French skin and assuntimg of the Indian
other, both literally and metaphorically. Duringetfalon’s initiation, they
were stripped naked, tattooed, and tanned by theThe Indians further
required that the boys participate in war and, riuthe victory rituals,
consume the flesh of the conquet@dlvhen eventually discovered by the
Spaniards, the Talons had become indistinguistedne their captors.

Such rapid acculturation proved unsettling to mdstropean
sensibilities despite that, by 1690, the phenomena well known in
borderland regions. English, French and Spanistontsts found it
spiritually shocking that Christians could be akiddcand assimilated by
the “savages” to such a degree as to cause thveapd willingly “go
native” even when given the opportunity to rejaamily and countrymen.
Modern psychological and sociological theories niejp explain this
cultural transformation. Stockholm syndrome mayepthe most rational
explanation but the psycho-social models proposgdAmold Van
Gennep regarding rites of passage have merit!’tdindeniably, the
physical and linguistic manifestations indicate pegoted psychological
metamorphoses. It would not be the last for thefizl

Having accepted their new life among the Indian® wloved [the
Talons] tenderly,” the Talons confronted reneweglieties when Spanish
scouts appeared among the Cenis and KarankKaw@m learning of
possible French incursions to the north, the Vigeod Nueva Espafia,
Conde de Monclova (1686 — 1688), sent out expetitim late 1686.
After several attempts, one party led by Fray DambMassanet and
Alonso de Ledn finally in 1689 happened acrossrlig€alon and another
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French captive living with the Cenis. By 1691 aniteratwo more
attempts, the remaining captives had been secuoed the Karankawa
with some difficulty. The Talon depositions are avaltent regarding
exactly the manner of which the Spaniards acquinedTalons from the
Indians who “loved [these children] tenderly.” Ate point, the narrative
suggests that the Talons asked to join the Spamiargereas other French
captives had to be seized by force. Furthermore, ¥alon narrator
described how “reluctantly the savages allowed [fla¢dons] to go . . .
[knowing] that the Spaniards [intended] to carrgrthaway by force® In
return, the Spaniards gave the Indians horsesaatto, but only after a
skirmish that resulted in the death of a few Indian

Given that the La Salle survivors could providectaintelligence, it
is doubtful that the Spaniards would have allowey o remain with the
Indians. The Talons thus experienced another stparardeal, albeit
perhaps less traumatic than the first. For theaimsli however, it may have
been emotionally devastating. According to JeantBegpTalon, who was
the last to depart sometime after his brothers sasigrs, the Karankawa
“wept bitterly . . . and they mourned . . . for amth afterwards®
Interestingly, the depositions offer no indicatioihthe Talons’ emotional
disposition upon leaving “these savage people,” whated the siblings
“with the greatest kindness in the worfd.”

According to the Talons the Spaniards, too, offerecth kindness. By
the time they arrived in Mexico City, Monclova haden replaced by
Viceroy Conde de Galve (1688 — 1696), who warmigepted the Talons
into his residence. During the approximate fiverygtay, the Talons were
thoroughly indoctrinated into the Spanish world gneen citizenship. The
viceroy first employed them as household servants ahen the eldest
three brothers came of age, he ordered them iptsehvice of the Spanish
fleet that patrolled the Gulf. In an ironic turn fafte during their brief
service, Pierre, Jean-Baptiste and Lucien came dintlle when their
Spanish flag-ship, th8anto Cristowas seized and boarded by the crew of
a French warship, tHeon, in January 1697

Indications are that the Talon brothers were npplawith this turn of
events. Whereas one may suspect that they woule leen overjoyed to
be reunited with their countrymen, their actiongygests otherwise.
According to French sources, the brothers’ greatestern was for their
eldest sister, Marie-Magdelaine, and youngest brofRobert? Both had,
in the meantime, sailed to Spain with the CondeGdéve and his wife.
Having fallen into French hands, the likelihood reluinion grew ever
quaint. Only when the French official promised tphreunify the family
did the Talons agree to cooperate. It is their treacto this crisis that
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indicates the Talon’s familial bonds seemingly s@ended any loyalty to
country. Indeed, this family had no country. Bomtbe fringes of French
suzerainty in a world incomprehensible to most [paens, these children
only knew one home, the North American wilderness, dor a time, its

aboriginal inhabitants. Perhaps French by birteyttvent on to join the

ranks of countless others who assumed a new Anmeideatity?>*

This distinction may have been missed by Frenchaaiites, but more
practical qualifications did not go unnoticed. Irepparation for a renewed
colonization effort on the Gulf coasts, Pierre Leyve, Sieur d’lberville,
fortuitously learned of the recent recruits whanrately knew the Gulf
Coast regions and the inhabitaft®y October 1699 after having offered
their deposition, Pierre and Jean-Baptiste accepteelv assignment with
the Canadian detachments under the command of Lhwikereau de
Saint-Denis. Soon the Talon brothers were backhenGulf Coast at
Biloxi Bay.

The Talon’s exact contributions to the French ¢$fan Louisiana are
not entirely known. It is possible that, betweenuty 1700 and spring
1702 when the Talons returned to France, theytadstzaint-Denis in his
explorations and colonization attempts along thessidsippi and Red
rivers. In 1702, French authorities allowed thetlrees to return to France
in hopes of locating their sister, Marie-Magdelaitr the process, the
brothers apparently landed in a Portuguese prisonefasons unknown.
Jean-Baptiste disappeared from the record at thist,pbut Pierre
resurfaced in 1714 when back in the service of t9aa@mis along with
youngest brother, Robert. Pierre served as theegiod the Saint-Denis
expedition from Natchitoches into Texas to the Bmande River in hopes
of establishing trade relations with the Spaniaadd Native Americans.
By 1716, Pierre and Robert had returned to Mohilé basically faded to
obscurity along with their siblings who by then wescattered across two
continents?

From a strictly geo-political perspective, the Lal& and Saint-Denis
ventures into Texas were failures—neither succégsplanted French
colonists in Texas. Rather than securing Frenckatibgs, the incursions
actually spurred the expansion of New Spain irgssiimbering northern
regions>’ What progress that the French made into the RedrRialley
and beyond was owed in part to the assistanceedfdfon guides. Pierre’s
tattoos that served as indelible physical reminddréis captivity also
provided Saint-Denis with, what one scholar desctilas, a “passport”
through the Hasanai and Karankawa regions of Lam@iand Texas.
Ironically, these were the same markings that thenfards attempted to
scrub from the children’s faces when rescued inl1%9
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Considering that their interrogations occurred befthe Saint-Denis
ventures, we are provided few clues regarding weaflalons experienced
when again encountering their one-time surrogatelya Did they meet
any familiar faces among the Cenis? What were #axtions of the
Indians who once loved these folks more than thein children? We can
only speculate. Those facial markings that bothRrench and Spaniards
considered reprehensible would have been warmigtegeby the Indians.
Whereas marginalized by their own countrymen, théoiis would have
most likely been received as family by the Indiaviso cared less about
blood relations and more about the individual's thvdo the tribe.

Owing to the blossoming of cultural history, we atdast better able
to peer beyond the political narrative and resuartke memory of those
like the Talons. This family’s story, representativf countless others that
spanned at least four centuries, provides clueshéogenesis of that
uniquely “American” character. Although of Frendheage, the Talon
children endured hardships and underwent cultwakformations that, in
the end, altered their status as Europeans. FiestSpaniards, then the
French, and perhaps the Portuguese did not qudes kwhat to make of
these frontiersmen. The solution was to deny tireedom and maintain
their captivity in some form—while with the Spardar they were placed
into household servitude and then naval serviceenwback with the
French, they were again conscripted and forced eoves royal
prerogatives. Like so many “rescued” captives kefthrem, the Talons
perhaps discovered Indian “captivity” to offer mdrelividual freedom
than what the Europeans could bestoy.

Perhaps we can deduce what the Talons’ attitudgshaae been in
the face of their marginalization by the Spaniaat&l, eventually, the
French. According to their depositions, the Taloesisted reunification
with the French when the latter seized the Spavesisel in the Gulf. The
foremost concern was the ability to reunite witluryger brother and older
sister who remained in Mexico City.Nowhere is it suggested that the
Talon brothers showed any emotion having been rregbiwith their
countrymen. Nor is there any indication that thely femorse for having
been removed from Spanish custody. Instead, théhdmsd concern was
for family—a family no longer French and certaimpt Spaniard, not
even Indian; rather it was uniquely an “Americaaimily—forged from
the horrendous rigors few could understand.

The traumatic experiences these children enduredaps cemented
their ties to one another beyond the patriotism@od, King, and Country.
Perhaps too, they learned the value of family dutheir sojourn with the
Indians, who according to the brothers, “loved [thddren] tenderly . . .
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and treated them with all the kindness in the wbdtdAs one scholar
noted, the Talons never directed any criticism towtheir captors, but
were quick to blame La Salle for having provoked Karankawa wrath
and that of his own men. The Talons emphasized #mtregards the
Indians, “nothing is easier than winning their fidship.

The Talon’s story may never be completed. Theydad® the North
American wilderness. Although overshadowed by thistacrats and
either buried in the official notes or simply igedrby peers, the Talons’
role in the imperial rivalries and the longer higt@f North America is
substantial. This family, like so many thousand®tbfers who existed in
the borderlands, brought about the entity todaygrilesd as “America.”
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