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FOREWORD 
 
 

“Egypt in the First Millennium BC” is a collection of articles, most of 
which are based on the talks given at the conference of the same name 
organised by the team of the South Asasif Conservation Project (SACP), 
an Egyptian-American Mission working under the auspices of the Ministry 
of State for Antiquities (MSA), Egypt in Luxor in 2012. The organisers of 
the conference Elena Pischikova, Julia Budka, and Kenneth Griffin in-
tended to bring together a group of speakers who would share the results 
of their recent field research in the tombs and temples of the Twenty-fifth 
and Twenty-sixth Dynasties in Thebes and other archaeological sites, as 
well as addressing a variety of issues relevant to different aspects of 
Egyptian monuments of this period.  

Papers based on the talks of the participants of the conference form the 
bulk of this volume. However, we found it possible to include the papers 
of a few scholars who could not attend the conference, but whose contri-
butions are pertinent to the main themes of the conference and could en-
rich the content of the present volume. Therefore, this volume covers a 
much wider range of sites, monuments, and issues as well as a broader 
chronological span. Discussions of the monuments of Abydos and 
Saqqara, along with the Libyan tradition, enrich the argument on intercon-
nections, derivations, innovations, and archaism. The diversity of topics 
cover the areas of history, archaeology, epigraphy, art, and burial assem-
blages of the period. 

Aidan Dodson deliberates on chronological issues of the early Kushite 
state by re-examining the identity of Osorkon IV and related monuments. 
His paper gives a historical and cultural introduction to the Kushite Period 
and the whole volume. 

The papers of the General Director of the Middle Area of the West 
Bank Fathy Yaseen Abd el Karim, and Chief Inspector of the Middle Area 
Ramadan Ahmed Ali, open a large section in the volume dedicated to 
different aspects of research and fieldwork in the Theban necropolis. They 
concern the preservation and development of the necropolis, an incredibly 
important matter which assumed a new dimension after the demolition of 
the Qurna villages and clearing of the area being undertaken by the 
American Research Center in Egypt (ARCE) teams. Numerous tombs 
found under the houses need immediate safety measures to be applied as 
well as archaeological and research attention. The conservation, 
preservation, and recording of the elite tombs in the area are amongst the 
most relevant issues in the Theban necropolis today.  
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David Aston and Anthony Leahy examine the royal burials of Thebes 
and Abydos. Both papers present a remarkably large number of burials 
related to the royal families of the First Millennium BC. This time period 
in the Theban necropolis is traditionally associated with elite tombs, with 
the royal monuments often neglected. Research on the royal aspect of 
these sites provides a deeper perspective to the study of the elite tombs of 
the period.  

The papers on the elite tombs of the Theban necropolis address a vari-
ety of aspects of work in this group of monuments such as archaeology, 
conservation, epigraphy, and burial assemblages, as well as relevant issues 
as archaism and innovations of the decoration and interconnections be-
tween the tombs of different parts of the necropolis. The areas of archae-
ology and conservation of the necropolis are presented by the papers of the 
Director of the SACP Elena Pischikova, and its leading conservator 
Abdelrazk Mohamed Ali. These papers give a summary of the re-
discovery, excavation, conservation, reconstruction, and mapping work 
done in the tombs of Karakhamun (TT 223) and Karabasken (TT 391) 
over a period of eight years, with emphasis on the 2012 and 2013 seasons. 
This section is complemented by a paper on the fieldwork in another 
“forgotten” tomb of the South Asasif necropolis, Ramose (TT 132), by 
Christian Greco. The archaeological work in the South Asasif necropolis 
has resulted in the uncovering and reconstruction of a large amount of new 
architectural, epigraphic, and artistic information, some of which is 
presented in this volume for the first time.  

The new project in the tomb of Montuemhat (TT 34), undertaken by 
Louise Gestermann and Farouk Gomaà, is another invaluable piece of 
information which, together with the work of Greco in the tomb of 
Ramose, and Molinero Polo in the tomb of Karakhamun, modifies our 
understanding of Kushite and early Saite burial compartments and their 
semantics within the tomb complex. The paper on the Twenty-fifth to 
Twenty-sixth Dynasty tombs of el-Khokha by Gábor Schreiber widens our 
perception of the geographic disbursement of Kushite tombs in the Theban 
necropolis. The amount of intrusive Twenty-fifth Dynasty burials within 
the primarily New Kingdom site of el-Khokha gives confidence that we 
may expect similar results from the numerous Qurna missions. Special 
attention paid to such intrusive burials in different areas may build a solid 
basis for our better understanding of Kushite presence and activities in 
Thebes in the future. 

The epigraphical studies of Kenneth Griffin, Miguel Molinero Polo, 
and Erhart Graefe within the tomb of Karakhamun, and Isabelle Régen in 
the tomb of Padiamenope, concern the reflection of tradition and innova-
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tions in the texts of the Book of the Dead, the Amduat, the Book of the 
Gates, and the Ritual of the Hours of the Day, as well as their new archi-
tectural and contextual environment. The comparative research of these 
texts in different tombs will eventually lead to a better understanding of 
the reasons for selections of certain traditional texts, reasons for their ad-
justments, as well as their interpretations in the new contexts of temple 
tombs of the period.  

Although Kushite and Saite tombs demonstrate a rich variety of archi-
tectural, textual, and decorative material they are all interconnected by 
certain aspects and concepts. The next group of papers by Silvia Einaudi, 
Filip Coppens, Robert Morkot, Aleksandra Hallmann, and Carola Koch 
concern such aspects, relevant to most of the monuments. Silvia Einaudi 
raises the incredibly important question of interconnections and inter-
influences between the tombs of the Theban necropolis, origins of certain 
patterns and traditions within the necropolis, and their transmissions from 
tomb to tomb. Filip Coppens and Aleksandra Hallmann concentrate on 
smaller elements of the tomb complexes, such as a piece of garment or a 
single architectural feature, to track it within a group of monuments. Thus, 
Coppens traces similarities and differences in the Sun Court decoration in 
different tombs, its connection with the temple concept, and discusses its 
symbolic and ritual meaning in temple tombs. Robert Morkot discusses the 
sources and chronological developments of archaism in royal and elite 
monuments. Carola Koch addresses the Saite approach to Kushite monu-
ments by re-examining the phenomenon of the erasure of Kushite names 
during the Twenty-sixth Dynasty.  

A large group of papers on the burial assemblages and other finds in 
elite tombs enrich and expend the discussion of the burial complexes of 
the First Millennium BC. Eltayeb Abbas, Simone Musso and Simone 
Petacchi, Cynthia Sheikholeslami, and Alessia Amenta discuss the issues 
of construction techniques, workshops, and iconography of coffin decora-
tion and its ritual meaning. Julia Budka and Salima Ikram discuss finds in 
the tomb of Karakhamun. Budka analyses Kushite pottery found in the 
burial compartment and its usage in a Twenty-fifth Dynasty temple tomb, 
while Ikram remarks on the faunal material from the First Pillared Hall. 
Kate Gosford broadens the boundaries of the discussion with some burial 
assemblages from Saqqara.  

The last section of the volume is dedicated to the new archaeological 
research at Karnak presented by Nadia Licitra, Christophe Thiers, Pierre 
Zignani, Laurent Coulon, Aurélia Masson, Stéphanie Boulet, and 
Catherine Defernez. Their papers concern different areas of the temple 
complex such as the temple of Ptah, the Treasury of Shabaqo, the “palace” 
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of the God’s Wife Ankhnesneferibre in Naga Malgata, and offering maga-
zines as well as the new evidence of ceramic production at Karnak in the 
chapel of Osiris Wennefer. Another Karnak paper introduces a new tech-
nology, with Elizabeth Frood and Kathryn Howley describing the use of 
Reflectance Transformation Imaging (RTI) as a means of studying graffiti 
at the site.  

Most of the information included into this volume is being published 
for the first time. We feel that the research presented here brings together a 
range of current studies on royal and elite monuments of the period, put-
ting them into a wider context and filling some gaps in First Millennium 
BC scholarship. This time period is still one of the least researched and 
published area of study in Egyptology despite the numerous recent devel-
opments in field exploration and research. The present volume offers a 
discussion of the First Millennium BC monuments and sites in all their 
complexity. Such aspects of research as tomb and temple architecture, 
epigraphy, artistic styles, iconography, palaeography, local workshops, 
and burial assemblages collected in this publication give a new perspective 
to the future exploration of these aspects and topics. We hope that the 
present volume will inspire new comparative studies on the topics dis-
cussed and bring First Millennium BC scholarship to a new level. 
 
 
.
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Fig. A-1: Osorkon IV 

 (© Mission française des fouilles de Tanis / Christelle Desbordes). 
 
 



 
 



 

 

CHAPTER ONE 
 

THE COMING OF THE KUSHITES AND THE 
IDENTITY OF OSORKON IV 

 
AIDAN DODSON 

University of Bristol 
 
 

 
Abstract: This paper considers two issues: the chronology of the “ancestral” 
cemetery at el-Kurru and its implications for the foundation of the post-New 
Kingdom Kushite state, together with the identification of the titulary of the king 
Osorkon mentioned in the Piye Victory Stela. It concludes that the first independ-
ent Kushite kings were probably the so-called “Neo-Ramessides”, for long placed 
in Meroitic times, who lived during the tenth/ninth century transition. Apropos 
Osorkon IV, it seems clear that he was the Usermaatre Osorkonu who is repre-
sented on archaising blocks from the sacred lake of the temple of Mut at Tanis.1 
 
 
The Origins of the Kushite Royal House 
  
The cemetery of el-Kurru contains a series of tombs extending back from 
the mid-seventh century, which has usually been assumed to represent the 
ancestors of the kings of the Twenty-fifth Dynasty (fig. 1-1).2 Typologi-
cally, there is a clear sequence from simple tumuli (KuTum1–6, Ku19), 
through mastabas (Ku9–14) to pyramids (Ku15–18, Ku51–55), but far less 
clear is how the pre-pyramid monuments should be spread through time.3 
For a long time the “conventional” view assumed pairs of husband/wife 
tombs of a single royal line. On this basis, a simple generation-count 
would take the sequence back to the mid-ninth century BC.4 However, 
other views have assumed that all tombs belonged to a single line of 

                                                 
1 See also the paper by Aston in this volume. 
2 Dunham 1950. There are also a pair of pyramids (Ku1 and 2) of uncertain, but 
probably fourth century, date. 
3 For discussions of the chronology of the el-Kurru cemetery, see Kendall 1999a; 
Kendall 1999b; Török 1999. 
4 Dunham 1950, 1–3. See also Kendall 1999a. 
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males, thus doubling the number of generations and allowing the series to 
be taken back to the early eleventh century.5 A further suggestion has been 
that the cemetery is chronologically discontinuous, with at least some of 
the tumulus-tombs potentially contemporary with the mid-New Kingdom.6 
 However, the limited analysis to date of the ceramic material appar-
ently points to a date no earlier than the late tenth/early ninth centuries for 
sherds from Ku19, typologically seemingly one of the latest of the el-
Kurru tumuli. There also seem to be no unequivocal New Kingdom 
pieces.7 Accordingly, it seems unlikely that an ultra-long “divided” 
chronology can be supported, with the earliest tumulus—assuming a sin-
gle line of owners—to be placed around the beginning of the tenth cen-
tury, i.e. somewhere in the middle of the Twenty-first Dynasty. 
 If the sequence of mastabas at el-Kurru then began during the ninth 
century, it is interesting that this coincides broadly with the radiocarbon 
evidence for the start of fortification work that was begun at the hilltop 
redoubt of Qasr Ibrim sometime during the tenth/ninth centuries.8 This 
could potentially be seen as an indication that this point in time marked a 
key point in the emergence of the Kushite monarchy. Probably to be 
placed around this time are the so-called “neo-Ramesside” kings—so-
called by virtue of their prenomina—who were long placed in the Meroitic 
Period, but on multiple grounds should be placed much earlier.9 
Usermaatre-setepenre Iry-meryamun ( ) had three stelae 
at Kawa,10 while Menmaatre-setepenamun, &Ä\AtiaA&t\ or Gtsn11 (  

), is known from Gebel Barkal12 and Nuri.13   

                                                 
5 Kendall 1982, 22–23, a view later recanted; Hakem 1988, 253–255; Török 1995. 
Cf. Lull 2002, 197–210. 
6 Cf. Morkot 2000, 143. 
7 Heidorn 1994; Budka forthcoming. Some incised pottery reminiscent of Nine-
teenth Dynasty examples were, however, found in mastaba Ku13. 
8 Horton 1991, 264–265. 
9 See Morkot 2000, 145–150 for the gross unlikelihood of a Meroitic date, 
although rejecting his associated ultra-low chronology. Zibelius-Chen 2011, 264 
continues to espouse the “traditional” Meroitic date. 
10 In situ, BM EA 1777, and Ny Carlsberg ÆIN 1709 (PM VII, 181 [3–4], with 
latter number mis-quoted as 1708). 
11 Zibelius-Chen 2011, 263–164 reads the nomen as ; cf. Morkot 2000, 
147. 
12 Khartoum 5225, 5227 (PM VII, 216 [18], 222); Dunham 1970, 34, pl. xxxvii. 
13 Priese 1977, from an unpublished Lepsius expedition copy.  
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Fig. 1-1: Plan of the site of el-Kurru (author’s map). 
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 As such, one or other of them may have been the spouse of the King’s 
Great Wife Katimala,14 depicted on the façade of the temple at Semna-
West with a text dated to a year 14 and recording the events resulting from 
a rebellion against an un-named king.15 The style of the figures and 
language of the text suggest that it was carved in parallel with the Egyp-
tian Twenty-first/early Twenty-second Dynasty16—i.e. again lying in this 
crucial tenth/ninth century window. 
 
 
The Identity of Osorkon IV 
 
The king Osorkon who submitted to Piye and is depicted in the lunette of 
his Victory Stela from Gebel Barkal17 has hitherto been a somewhat 
wraith-like figure since, unlike his compatriots on Piye’s stela, no 
substantive monuments could with any degree of confidence be attributed 
to him, save a bronze aegis.18 This named an Osorkon (IV) whose mother 
was a certain Tadibast, and appeared the best candidate for the role, given 
that the previous kings Osorkon were known to have differently-named 
mothers and were apparently ruled out on chronological grounds. 
 For many years, two items naming an Aakheperre Osorkon—a block 
and a faience seal19—were potentially associated with Osorkon IV. How-
ever, as this combination of names is now known to have been affected by 
the Twenty-first Dynasty Osorkon the Elder—to whose period the block 
seems best associated on stylistic grounds20—Osorkon IV was seemingly 
left without any extant known prenomen. 
 In light of this, a number of scholars, going back to Breasted, have 
attempted to equate Piye’s Osorkon with the well-known Usermaatre-
setepenamun Osorkon III, but as all conventional chronologies place him 
on independent ground significantly earlier than Piye, this has generally 
been rejected. In addition, Piye places Osorkon in Bubastis and the district 

                                                 
14 Or possibly Karimala. See Darnell 2006, 12–14; Zibelius-Chen 2011, 247–248. 
15 Caminos 1998, I, pls. 15, 18–19; Eide et al. 1994–2000, I, 35–41; Darnell 2006. 
16 Darnell 2006, 45–48; cf. Morkot 2000, 153. 
17 Cairo JE 48862+47086–9 (Eide et al. 1994–2000, I, 62–118 [9]; Jansen Winkeln 
2007, 337–350 [35. 1]; Ritner 2009a, 465–492 [145]).  
18 Louvre E.7167 (Jansen-Winkeln 2007, 369 [38. 3]). 
19 Leiden F.1971/9.1; AO 10a (Jansen-Winkeln 2007, 369 [1–2]; Ritner 2009, 
411–412 [107]). 
20 Cf. Payraudeau 2000; Payraudeau 2008, 305 
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of Ra-nfr,21 while Osorkon III has since the 1980s been generally regarded 
as a Theban king,22 all but ruling out his equation with Piye’s Osorkon. 
 

 
Fig. 1-2: Block 18 from the sacred lake of the temple of Mut at Tanis  

(© Mission française des fouilles de Tanis / Christelle Desbordes). 
 
 However, the discovery in 2010/1123 of two blocks naming an Wsr-
mAa<t>-Ra Wsrknw in the sacred lake of Mut at Tanis (numbered 18 and 
49; our figs. 1-2–3) led to it being proposed that these were representations 
of Osorkon III in the territory of Piye’s king Osorkon, thus equating the 
two.24 However, although a simple “Usermaatre” prenomen is known for 
Osorkon III with a similar orthography to the Tanis example (using a pho-
netic spelling for mAat, albeit with the t that the Tanis one lacks),25 this 

                                                 
21 The latter centred on what is now Tell Tebilla some 50 kilometres to the north 
and generally regarded as embracing the area to the east, including Tanis, see 
Kitchen 1996, 366, n. 710. 
22 Aston 1989, although Kitchen (2009, 176–185) still advocates his having been 
primarily a king of Leontopolis. 
23 Brissaud 2010. 
24 Porter 2011. 
25 Although Osorkon III generally preferred a more “Ramesside” titulary on most 
of his surviving memorials (von Beckerath 1999, 194–195). 
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seems more likely to be linked to the overall style of the blocks than 
something specific to Osorkon III. 
 

 
Fig. 1-3: Block 49 from the sacred lake of the temple of Mut at Tanis  

(© Mission française des fouilles de Tanis / Christelle Desbordes). 
 
 The depiction of the king in fig. 1-3 is quite unlike the New Kingdom-
based images that are the staple of Third Intermediate Period monuments 
down to at least the earlier years of Osorkon III and seen under him in the 
temple of Osiris Heqa-djet at Karnak (e.g. fig. 1-4). Rather, the Tanis 
blocks are carved in a style that is heavily influenced by the art of the Old 
Kingdom, in particular the Third Dynasty,26 and the use of a phonetic 
spelling for mAat was almost certainly intended to match the artistic style 
by imitating pre-New Kingdom practice apropos the writing of mAat (cf. 
the prenomen of Amenemhat III, vs. those of Hatshepsut, Amenhotep III,27 
Ramesses VI and the various Usermaatre-kings).  
 The prenomina of Takeloth III, Rudamun, and Piye all but universally 
use the phonetic spelling for mAat,28 paralleling the on-going switch from 
Ramesside-style titularies, with extensive epithets incorporated into each 
of the names, to simple unadorned names and mottos derived from Old 
and Middle Kingdom mottos, which was completed by the end of the 
Twenty-fifth Dynasty. The phonetic spelling of mAat on the Tanis blocks 
cannot thus be used to equate their owner with Osorkon III; indeed, given 
their careful faux-Third Dynasty style, any mAat-spelling other than a pho-
netic one would have been incongruous on these blocks. 

                                                 
26 Cf. Smoláriková 2006. 
27 Except during the reign of Akhenaten. 
28 von Beckerath 1999, 194–197, 206–207; only Takeloth III on occasion used the 
seated-Maat hieroglyph. 
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Fig. 1-4: Osorkon III in the temple of Osiris Heqa-djet (author’s photo). 

 
No exact parallel is known of the nomen, the terminal nw being all but 

unique here. Osorkon III is referred to once with a cartouche including this 
sign in the Osiris Heqa-djet temple,29 but here it has terminal epithet sA-Ast, 
while also coming, not from a label-text of the king, but from a genealogy 
of Shepenwepet I in a part of the temple where the only king represented is 
Takeloth III. Thus, there is no indication that Osorkon III used the sign 
during his lifetime, nor a “plain” Osorkonu cartouche at a time when ap-
parently minor variations in orthography and epithets could be highly 
significant.  
 Given his localisation and the archaism of the art and royal names, it is 
thus difficult to doubt that the Tanis blocks provide us with both repre-
sentations and the cartouche-titulary of Piye’s Osorkon, i.e. our Osorkon 
IV. It seems likely that Osorkon IV survived as ruler of Ra-nfr for some 
two decades after Piye’s invasion, as he is most likely to have been the 
“So, king of Egypt” to whom the Israelite king Hoshea sent (unsuccess-
fully) for aid against Shalmaneser V of Assyria in 726/5.30 The equation 
works both chronologically and geographically—Osorkon IV’s realm was 
the easternmost of the era and thus best placed to intervene in the Le-
vant—while “So” is a credible abbreviation of (O)so(rkon).31 Osorkon was 
probably also the ruler who sent his army commander “Re’u” to aid a 
Palestinian rebellion against the new Assyrian king, Sargon II, in 720. A 
few years later, in 716, Osorkon IV was probably the “Shilkanni, king of 
                                                 
29 Legrain 1900, 130–131. 
30 II Kings 17. 4. 
31 Kitchen 1996, xxxiv–xxxix, 372–375, 582–583. 



10 Chapter One 

 

Egypt” who sent a gift of horses to Sargon II of Assyria.32 His death thus 
would have occurred during the reign of Shabaqo at the earliest and possi-
bly significantly later, his successors probably being Gemenefkhonsubak 
and Padibastet (III), both known from items at Tanis,33 the latter appar-
ently34 being the individual of that name cited by the Assyrians as ruling 
Tanis during 671–667/6.35 
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ROYAL BURIALS: THEBES AND ABYDOS 
 
 
 

 
Fig. B-1: Stone fragment Edinburgh NMS 1901.429.11  

(© National Museums Scotland).     
 



 


