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PREFACE

Following the end of the Cold War and the dissolution of the Soviet
Union in 1991, Azerbaijan regained its independence after hard struggles.
However, during this period, 20% of its territory was occupied by Armenia
and more than 1 million Azerbaijanis were forced to leave the occupied
territories. Azerbaijani lands remained occupied for about 30 years.

The 44-day Karabakh War took place between Azerbaijan and Armenia
between September 27 and November 10, 2020. This war marked the end
of an issue that had not been resolved through diplomacy for nearly 30
years. Since international organizations did not take action despite
acknowledging that Karabakh and the 7 rayons occupied by Armenia were
part of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the plans made by the OSCE Minsk
group towards the solution of the issue were not followed, Azerbaijan
initiated efforts to clear its lands by organizing operations within its borders.

In this war, i.e. the Karabakh War, Azerbaijan clearly outlined the
criteria for success: re-establishing the sovereignty of Azerbaijan by
expelling the invaders from the occupied regions.

After their victory in the 44-day war, the Azerbaijani forces were
horrified by the sights they witnessed in the areas they liberated from
occupation, during which all historical and cultural structures had been
damaged, transformed into something else, or completely destroyed.

This book addresses the past and present of Azerbaijan, Karabakh and
especially Shusha, the center of Karabakh, and historical and cultural
structures in Shusha and the damage done to these structures during the
occupation.

The history of the region is discussed based on archival documents in
the first chapter of the book, and the 44-day Karabakh War and Shusha are
discussed in the following chapters.

The historical and cultural structures that are of significance and located
in Shusha were examined one by one and recorded in the archives during
the Soviet Union rule. These archival documents are preserved in the
Archive Administration of the Ministry of Culture of Azerbaijan. Each of
these documents was examined within the scope of the study and they are
discussed in the last chapter.

After Shusha was liberated from the occupation, I went there within the
scope of the project called "Shusha - Before and After the Armenian
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Occupation", which I conducted with the support of the Azerbaijan
Embassy in Ankara. After visiting and examining the historical and cultural
structures in their original place, I accessed data about each structure
available in the archives, and I aim to display the results in this book.

The news that appeared in the world press during the 44-day war, which
I also included in the book, was carefully followed and discussed day by
day within the scope of the project titled "Echoes of the Karabakh War
of September 27-November 10, 2020 in the World Public" that I
conducted with the students of the Institute of Turkish World Studies of Ege
University. I would like to thank the researchers and students of the institute
who took part in this project.

I would like to thank my esteemed colleague Dr. Telman Kerimli for his
unwavering support while preparing the study, as well as my husband Dr.
Asif Kurban, my son Tural and my daughter Tunay, whose support I always
feel.

I would like to thank Senior Commissioning Editor Rebecca Gladders,
Commissioning Editor Adam Rummens, Designers Sophie Edminson and
Courtney Dixon, Typesetting Manager Amanda Millar and the whole CSP
family.

[zmir-2023
Prof. Dr. Vefa KURBAN






INTRODUCTION

Located in the South Caucasus region, which empires have clashed
throughout the history in and plays a key role in intercontinental traffic,
Azerbaijan regained its independence in the new world order that emerged
following the Cold War and the dissolution of the Soviet Union. It attracts
attention thanks to its geopolitical position, and energy and economic
potential in the global power equation. Conflicts arose after the declaration
of independence due to the power struggle in this geography, which is
considered the heart of the new geopolitics.

Although Azerbaijan regained its independence, it was once again left
alone with the Karabakh conflict. As is known, due to its geographical
location, this region has always been at the center of attention for great
powers such as Iran, the Ottoman Empire and especially Russia. Russia took
a close interest in the region during the Tsarist period and had great conflicts
with Iran. In fact, it consciously tried to establish dominance in the territory
of Azerbaijan by interfering with the demographic structure of the region.
During this process, thanks to the support by the Tsardom, the Armenians,
who dream about establishing a “United Armenia stretching from the
Caucasus to the Black Sea”, were put into play, and they were made to
migrate from the Iranian and Ottoman lands to Azerbaijan, which paved the
way for an international problem that has been going on for decades.

Some issues were covered up and left unsolved during the Soviet period.
One of these issues is the Karabakh conflict between Azerbaijan and
Armenia.

This regional ethnic issue in the South Caucasus flared up again in the
last days of the Soviet Union.

The South Caucasus, which is also called the Balkans of Eurasia, is of
geopolitical significance. How significant the region is cannot be explained
by its underground and aboveground riches and geography alone. It is
necessary to introduce some of its other features to do so.! These features
include its geographical location at an important crossing point on the old

! ismay1l Togrul & Toprak Murat Kagan, (2021). The Difference between Turkey
and Russia: Strategic Partnership? Tactical Cooperation? In Vefa Kurban, & Cagdas
Duman (Eds.). Turkish-Russian Relations in the Context of Social Economic and
Political Progress in the Post-Cold War Era (pp. 39-57). Lyon: Livre De Lyon.
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Silk Road, being the gateway to the Near East, being at an important
crossroads in energy trade, serving as a transit zone between Europe and
Asia and as a natural border connecting the Middle East and the Russian
Federation. In addition, the Caucasus is located on the route various tribes
used while migrating.?

The Caspian Sea, which is located in the South Caucasus, contains
substantial oil and natural gas reserves, making the region even more
important. The pipelines used while transporting these reserves to Europe
through the open seas also pass through the South Caucasus. This makes the
South Caucasus a big area of competition for the western states, whose
dependence on energy is increasing day by day.?

There are three states in the South Caucasus that gained independence
after the 1990s. These are Azerbaijan, Georgia and Armenia. Each has
geopolitical contributions to the region thanks to their individual
characteristics. Azerbaijan provides distinctive geopolitical importance to
the South Caucasus region thanks to its coast to the Caspian Sea, rich
underground and surface resources, being at a geographical location crucial
for the transportation of these resources, having an ethnic and cultural bond
with Turkey, i.e. one of the important actors in the region, and its ability to
make Turkey quickly get involved in case of a problem to be experienced
in the region.*

The distinctive geographical importance Georgia has results from the
fact that it is the gateway of the Caucasus to the Black Sea. It does not
possess as many rich underground resources as Azerbaijan. However, its
geographical location in the transportation of energy resources is such that
it can put Russia out of the game. For this reason, for Russia, Georgia is a
vital country not to be lost to the West. If Georgia got out of the Russian
influence, first Azerbaijan and then Armenia would approach the western
bloc.> Finally, Armenia, thanks to its relationship with Russia, which is

2 Ancak Okan (2020). Yeni Avrasyacilik Baglaminda Giiney Kafkasya’da Tiirkiye
ve Rusya. Ankara Universitesi SBF Dergisi, 75(3), 1113-1144,

3 Ismay1l Togrul & Toprak Murat Kagan, (2021). The Difference between Turkey
and Russia: Strategic Partnership? Tactical Cooperation? In Vefa Kurban, & Cagdas
Duman (Eds.). Turkish-Russian Relations in the Context of Social Economic and
Political Progress in the Post-Cold War Era (pp. 39-57). Lyon: Livre De Lyon.

4 Ismayil Togrul & Toprak Murat Kagan (2021). The Difference between Turkey
and Russia: Strategic Partnership? Tactical Cooperation? In Vefa Kurban, & Cagdas
Duman (Eds.). Turkish-Russian Relations in the Context of Social Economic and
Political Progress in the Post-Cold War Era (pp. 39-57). Lyon: Livre De Lyon.

5 Unal, L. (2019). Tarihsel Gergeklik Isiginda Tiirkiye’nin Transkafkasya Politikas.
Karadeniz Incelemeleri Dergisi, 13(26), 555-576.
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similar to the one between Azerbaijan and Turkey, ensures Russia's
continuous involvement in the region and thus has strategic importance.®

As emphasized above, ethnic conflicts that had been covered up during
the Soviet period flared up again in the South Caucasus region in the last
years of the Soviet Union. Armenia occupied Karabakh, which was also
recognized as Azerbaijani territory by international organizations, and 7
rayons of Azerbaijan - all of which corresponds to 20% of Azerbaijani
territory - and committed brutal massacres in this process. A ceasefire was
signed between the parties in 1994 and diplomatic negotiations were held,
but did not yield any results for 30 years. The decisions international
organizations, in particular the United Nations Security Council, took and
the principles of international law acknowledged that Karabakh and other
occupied territories belonged to Azerbaijan, but no concrete steps were
taken. The United Nations Security Council resolutions 822, 853, 874 and
884 were not implemented.” The Minsk Group of the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) remained passive in this
matter. Azerbaijan resolved this issue, which diplomacy could not, by using
military means and freed its lands from occupation.

At this juncture, Russia, which is an important power in the Caucasus
and made the best use of the security, political power and rich energy
resources of the region back in the day, is now trying not to let it slip through
its fingers. Meanwhile, actors such as the USA, China, the EU, Turkey and
Iran started to pursue active policies in the region.

In this area of competition, Turkey stands out with its proximity to the
region and its cultural and historical ties with the countries there. The South
Caucasus falls into the axis of Turkey's strategic regional interests. In
addition, Russia considers this region in its “near abroad” region. It also
considers the former Soviet territory, which used to be a huge source for its
financial power and capabilities, that is, the countries that gained their
independence in this territory as its backyard.?

It would not be right to discuss the geopolitics of the Caucasus
independently of Iran and Turkestan (Iran and Turan) in terms of the

¢ fsmay1l Togrul & Toprak Murat Kagan (2021). The Difference between Turkey
and Russia: Strategic Partnership? Tactical Cooperation? In Vefa Kurban, & Cagdas
Duman (Eds.). Turkish-Russian Relations in the Context of Social Economic and
Political Progress in the Post-Cold War Era (pp. 39-57). Lyon: Livre De Lyon.

7 Detailed information about these decisions is provided in the following chapters.

8 Ergiin Oguzhan & Kurban Vefa (2021). Questions Regarding the Impact of
Russian Strategic Culture on New Period Foreign Policies. In Vefa Kurban, &
Cagdas Duman (Eds.). Turkish-Russian Relations in the Context of Social Economic
and Political Progress in the Post-Cold War Era (pp. 57-69). Lyon: Livre De Lyon.
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geostrategic orientations of the Russian States. The economic, political and
strategic development and future of the state depend on these regions. That
Russia has directed its power politics, attention and energy towards the
Turkish lands and the Eastern front is a tendency that relieves European
countries.’

On the other hand, while the United States considers the South Caucasus
as an element of its containment policy towards Russia, this territory, which
Europe considers vital for its energy security and which China defines as a
transition zone within the security strategy, constitutes an area of
competition for great powers.!?

Russian scientist Elena Prokopenko argues that the South Caucasus is of
significance for the Russian Federation not only to preserve its territorial
integrity, but also to maintain its presence in this strategically important
region. She also argues that Russia does not want to lose its influence on the
territory of the former Soviet Union, and that having control and influence
in the South Caucasus leads to the stability of its southern borders.'! In
addition, another point to be emphasized is that after the collapse of the
USSR and the dissolution of the communist bloc, Russia became the
battleground of various movements of thought such as neo-liberalism,
Slavophilism, Eurasianism and neo-liberalism.'?

Despite all, Azerbaijan largely solved the problem that diplomacy had
not been able to for nearly 30 years by using military power in 2020 and
liberated its occupied lands after the 44-day Karabakh War.

One of the Azerbaijani cities liberated from the occupation is the city of
Shusha, which is located in the center of Karabakh. This study discusses the
history of the region, Shusha in particular, and the destruction that the

° Ergiin Oguzhan & Kurban Vefa (2021). Questions Regarding the Impact of
Russian Strategic Culture on New Period Foreign Policies. In Vefa Kurban, &
Cagdas Duman (Eds.). Turkish-Russian Relations in the Context of Social Economic
and Political Progress in the Post-Cold War Era (pp. 57-69). Lyon: Livre De Lyon.
WAsker Ali & Koyuncu Mustafa Cem (2021). Uluslararasi Politik Ekonomi
Ekseninde Cin’in Giiney Kafkasya Bolgesine Yonelik Stratejik Hamleleri. In V.
Kurban, S. O. Besik¢i, & R. E. Coban (Eds.). Soguk Savas Sonras: Sosyal, Ekonomik
ve Siyasal Gelismeler Baglaminda Giiney Kafkasya (pp. 21-39). Izmir: Iksad
Yayinevi.

1 TIpokonenxko, E. (2010). KaBkas B COBPEMEHHOM T'€ONOJIUTHYECKOM U3MEPEHHUH.
Kaskaz u enobanuzayus, 4(3-4), 28-33.; 1lladanos, M. (2016). FOxus1it KaBkas Bo
BHemHe# nommTtuke Poccun. KomMyHnukaTuBHbIN aHanu3. KommyHnuxonozus, 4(2),
80-86.

12 Ancak Okan (2020). Yeni Avrasyacilik Baglaminda Giiney Kafkasya’da Tiirkiye
ve Rusya. Ankara Universitesi SBF Dergisi, 75(3), 1113-1144.
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historical and cultural structures in Shusha suffered during the 30-year
occupation period.



CHAPTER |

Historical Background of the Events

First of all, let's try to find the answer the question “Who are the
Armenians?”

There are two main schools of thought among Armenian historians when
it comes to Armenian history. Some Armenian historians posit that
Armenians are a branch of the Phrygians and that their history dates back to
the 7th and 6th centuries BC, when they are said to have arrived at the same
locations as the Phrygians. The other group of Armenian historians trace the
origins of Armenians back to Yasef, also known as Hayq, who they believe
to be descended from Sincar, and consider Armenians to be the indigenous
people of the region known as Armenia.'3> As can be seen, even Armenians
themselves do not have a clear understanding of their origins and, in
addition, they have differences of opinion on the matter. Even Auguste
Carriere emphasizes this point, saying that “it would be a great mistake to
trust the information provided by old Armenian historians, because most of
their information is a product of imagination.”'

The Armenians (Hay)'®> who are not native to the Caucasus lived within
the borders of the Roman Empire in the late 60s BC.

Before the spread of Christianity, fire worship was a common religion
between Iran and Armenians. In the 1st century AD, Christianity began to
spread in the eastern provinces of the Roman Empire, and Armenians
officially adopted Christianity in the 4th century, and the church was named
the Armenian Gregorian Church in honor of Gregory. In 387 AD, the region
known as Armenia was divided between the Roman Empire and the

13 Uras Esat (1974). Tarihte Ermeniler ve Ermeni Meselesi, Istanbul, Belge
Yaymlar, p.22.

14 Carriere Auguste (1899), Les huit sanctuaires de I'Arménie paienne d'aprés
Agathange et Moise de Khoren, étude critique, Editeur Hachette BNF.

15 Armenians call themselves ‘Hay’. Tlanossin A. A., (1939). “Haponmbie Boccranus B
Apmennn IIpotuB ApaGckoro BrnagsraectBa, EpeBanckmit 'ocymapcTBeHHSBIH
Vuusepcurer, Axagemuk -S.A. Manannan, Wzpanue I'ocygapcTBEeHHOro
VYuusepcurera, EpeBan, p.27.
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Sassanids. Following this process, a transformation was observed among
the Armenians:

1. The church which had been a religious institution, became politicized.

2. These political activities were not aimed towards the future, but
rather directed towards the past. Instead of understanding the real
history, a fabricated past was created, turning history into a toy of
politics.!6

The introduction of Christianity among the Armenians brought them
closer to Byzantium at first. However, the Byzantines did not like the
Armenians due to sectarian hostility, especially because of their alleged
betrayals. The sectarian pressures on the Armenians continued until the
invasion of the Seljuks, who were very tolerant towards religion. The
Armenians were able to preserve their language and religious freedoms only
after coming under Turkish rule.!”

The region known as Armenia had been under the rule of various states
for centuries and had always been an area where major powers clashed.
Therefore, it is not possible to recognize a permanent government or a
unified, continuous, and strong Armenian presence in the region, especially
on a national level. Evald Banse states, “The history of Armenia consists
very largely of the attempts made by Asian states to force their way through
this country on their way towards the West, and of the wars waged by the
Turks against the Iranians and Russians.”'®

An important point to note is the meaning behind the word “Armenia.”
In his book “The Time and Celebration of Hayk™ published in Paris in 1840,
Priest Alishan says, “The name of our nation is “Hay”. Our people are
definitely not named Armen like the foreigners do.”

Rasim Sadiq writes:

16 Qafgaz’da Ermeni Meselesi, Rusiya Arxiv Senedleri ve Nesrleri Uzre (2010).
Baku, Volume I, pp. X-XI.

17 Uras Esat (1974). Tarihte Ermeniler ve Ermeni Meselesi, Istanbul, Belge
Yaymlari, p. 627.

18 Ewald Banse (1919). Die Tiirkei Eine Moderne Geographie, Berlin, 1919.
Aktaran: Uras Esat (1974). Tarihte Ermeniler ve Ermeni Meselesi, Istanbul, Belge
Yayinlart, p. 89.

19 Uras Esat (1974). Tarihte Ermeniler ve Ermeni Meselesi, Istanbul, Belge
Yayinlar, p. 102.
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“The Hay people first migrated from India to Babylon in the VI. century BC.

Having stayed in Babylon for about 13 years, the Hays were then forced to
leave the country by the Babylonian state.

The Hay people left Babylon in 543 BC and went back the way they had
come under the command of Hayk. They first advanced as far as Ethiopia by
sea, and then dispersed to the lands of other states belonging to the land
mass of Aethiopia, which included Ethiopia.

The predecessors of the migration of Hayk moved from Africa to the
Balkans about 1000 years later and migrated from there to Eastern Anatolia
and the Southern Caucasus within the next 200 years. As a result, the
process that started with the migration of Hays in 543 BC was completed
with the final migration of Hays into Anatolia and the South Caucasus after
about 1200 years”.*°

Jean Saint-Martin, in his book “Mémoires historiques et géographiques
sur I’Arménie,” says,

“The name Armenia has been used for a very long time by almost all the
various Eastern nations to refer to the place that Armenians call Hayastan.
The Syrians call it Armenia and the Arabs call it Ermeniyye.”

As these explanations make clear, Armenia is a geographical name, and
Armenians are the people who live there. There is no connection between
Armenians and the Hay.?!

Now let's take a look at historical background of the events.

As is known, the Caucasus is a mountainous region stretching from the
Taman peninsula, which is located in the east of the Black Sea, to the
Absheron peninsula.?? The Caucasus was the scene of conflicts between the
Ottomans and the Iranians, the Ottomans and the Russians, and the Russians
and the Iranians throughout the 16th-19th centuries.

20 Sadig, R. (2022). Hay Soyu Ermen Cildinde: Yalanlar Tarihinin Gercek Uzii (see
pp-320-321). Baku: Elm ve Tehsil.

2l Uras Esat (1974). Tarihte Ermeniler ve Ermeni Meselesi, Istanbul, Belge
Yaymlar, p. 102.

22 Ekici Yunus (2017). Azerbaycan ve Ermenistan Arasinda Bitmeyen Daglik
Karabag Sorunu. VAKANUVIS-Uluslararas: Tarih Arastirmalart Dergisi, 2(1), 62-
77.
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Starting from Ivan IV, almost all Russian tsars forced the Central Asian
gates and attempted to dominate the Caucasus. Moreover, the idea of
dominating the Caucasus became hereditary in the Russian history.?32*

The policy of seizing trade routes and invading Eurasia, which was
started by the Tsarist Russia by invading Astrakhan in 1554%, evolved into
the occupation of the entire Caucasus as of Peter 1.2 In Kissinger's words,
Russia, starting from the Tsarist period, incubates when it is weak, and
follows tyrannical and expansionist policies when it is strong. It is observed
that the Russian foreign policy strategy was shaped to “expand the state in
all directions” as of the Tsarist period. Thus, it expanded by an average of
100.000 km? per year between 1552 and 1917, in other words more than the
sum of the lands of many European states.?’

As is known, the North Pole located on the northern borders of the
Russian Federation and the Pacific Ocean located on the eastern borders
provide natural border security to the country. There are countries posing
relatively less danger on its western borders. However, when the Russian
Federation leaves its southern border, that is, the South Caucasus region,
unattended, it will have many problems there. Because regional powers such
as Iran and Turkey, with which it has been in competition from past to
present, pose a potential threat to itself here. The South Caucasus region is
too important to be left unattended for the security of the Russian
Federation. A large portion of the population of the Russian Federation lives
on the border of the South Caucasus and vital industrial facilities are located
there, which makes the region even more important in terms of security.?®

23 Bitarov Vyacheslav Zelimkhanovich, (n.d.). North Osetia. Date accessed: January
7, 2023, from https://www.turkbirkon.com/en/kuzeyosetya

24 Ergiin Oguzhan & Kurban Vefa (2021). Questions Regarding the Impact of
Russian Strategic Culture on New Period Foreign Policies. In Vefa Kurban, &
Cagdas Duman (Eds.). Turkish-Russian Relations in the Context of Social Economic
and Political Progress in the Post-Cold War Era (pp. 57-69). Lyon: Livre De Lyon.
25 EpmakoB, Hukonaii Aunpeesuu (1977). “Acmpaxans u Acmpaxanckas 2ybephust :
onucanue Kpas u 00WeCmeeHHOU U YACMHOU JICUZHU €20, COCmAWee U3 3anUcoK,
6e0eHHbIX 60 6pems 1 1-mu mecsiunozo npebwvisanus 6 Hem” / uznano H-m Epm-wm. -
Mockga : Tur. B. Totbe, 1852. - 176, [4] c. ; 20 cM. - ABT. B KH. HE yKa3aH; yCTaHOBJICH
1o u3A.: Pyc. aHOHMM. ¥ moAmuC. NceB. npousBeneHus neyaru, 1801-1926.

26 BenrtkoBckuii, Mocud Bukentsesuu (1886). Ilemp I na Kasxaze. CTaBponons.

27 Kissinger Henry (2015). World order. Penguin Books.

28 fsmay1l Togrul & Toprak Murat Kagan (2021). The Difference between Turkey
and Russia: Strategic Partnership? Tactical Cooperation? In Vefa Kurban, & Cagdas
Duman (Eds.). Turkish-Russian Relations in the Context of Social Economic and
Political Progress in the Post-Cold War Era (pp. 39-57). Lyon: Livre De Lyon.
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One of the geopolitical factors that significantly affected the history of
Russia is that the country is located in the center of the Eurasian mainland,
which encompasses Europe and Asia. This geopolitical position of Russia
causes the Asians to consider it as a European state and the Europeans as an
Asian state, thus enables it to be considered a unique civilization.?

Russia, which is debated to be a European or an Asian state, caused
military conflicts in the Caucasus, which it has been trying to keep under its
dominance for 200 years, and tried to legitimize its occupation with the
discourse of “civilizing” the Caucasian peoples, and faced serious resistance
in this process.>°

As Vasily Klyuchevsky stated regarding the scope of Russia's Caucasus
policy, “the history of Russia is a history of a country that colonizes, and
the territory of colonization expanded along with its state borders™.3’

One of the regions occupied as part of the colonization policy of Russia
is the Karabakh region. The Karabakh region, whose surface area covers
approximately 14-15 thousand square kilometers, is a Turkish-Islamic
region where mostly Oghuz-Turkish tribes lived as of the Great Seljuks.
Being under the domination of Turkish-Islamic states such as Eldiguzids,
Ilkhanids, Timurids, Aq Qoyunlu and Safavids 32, the Karabakh Region was
annexed to the Ottomans with the 1555 Peace of Amasya®, to Iran with the
1735 Treaty of Ganja*, and to Tsarist Russia with the 1828 Treaty of

Turkmenchay?3.3¢

29 Cafersoy Nazim (2002). Rus Jeopolitik Diisiincesinde Misyon Arayislari. Avrasya
Dosyasi, 8(4), 51-101.

30 Kurban Vefa & Ergiin Oguzhan (2020). Millennial Pain in the Trans-Caucasus
and Azerbaijan. In M. Sarioglan, & S. H. Baglama (Eds.). Critical Studies in Social
Sciences and Humanities (pp. 149-173). Lyon: Livre de Lyon.

31 Cafersoy Nazim (2002). Rus Jeopolitik Diisiincesinde Misyon Arayislari. Avrasya
Dosyasi, 8(4), 51-101.

32 Victory in Nagorno-Karabakh after 44 Days: The Token of the Turkey-Azerbaijan
Brotherhood. (2022). p.13. Istanbul: Cumhurbaskanlig: Iletisim Baskanlig
Yaynlar.

3 Allouche, A. (1980). The Origins and Development of the Ottoman-Safavid
Conflict (906-962/1500-1555). The University of Utah.

34 10sedoruy, T. (1869). Jozosops: Poccuu ¢ Bocmoxom: Iomumuueckue u
mopeosvie. Tun. O.U. bakcra.

35 Manees A. B. (1960). Poccus u Kaskas neppoii Tperu XWX B. Mocksa:
WznarensctBo Akanemun vHayk CCCP.

36 Soker Caglar (2017). Daglik Karabag Sorunu'nun Catismayr Cozme
Perspektifinden Incelenmesi. Kafkas Universitesi Iktisadi ve Idari Bilimler Falkiiltesi
Dergisi, 8(16), 555-574.
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Peter I (1672-1725) was also closely interested in the Caucasus and the
Caspian Sea within the scope of the policy of gaining access to the warm
waters.3” According to him, capturing these regions would provide a great
military-strategic advantage, since the conquest of these regions would
guarantee the capture of new lands. Within the scope of this policy, the
Russian armies started the Caucasus campaign®® and General M.A.
Matyushkin informed Peter I that the Russian armies had captured Baku in
1723.3° However, Russia could not hold Baku for long and the city fell under
Iranian rule again during the reign of Nader Shah.*°

Meanwhile, Azerbaijan was one of the areas where the Ottomans and
Safavids struggled for power for a long time. In the 18th century, the Safavid
dynasty, which descended from the Oghuz tribe, was overthrown by another
Oghuz tribe called the Afshars in Iran, and important events took place in
the history of Azerbaijan and Karabakh, too.*!

Nader Shah Afshar declared himself the shah at the Mughan Congress
in 1736 and officially ended the rule of the Safavid dynasty. He appointed
Pir Mahmud Khan as the khan of Erivan and abolished the khanates by
reforming the administrative system inherited from the Safavids. A single
administrative division named Azerbaijan was established instead.*?

There were numerous rebellions due to heavy taxes during the Nader
Shah rule, which shook the foundation of the state. In the end, the Shah was
assassinated in his palace.

Following the death of Nader Shah, i.e. the founder of the Afshar
dynasty, in 1747, Iran was divided and came to the fore again with the issue
of existence as a state. While several strong rivals clashed to establish
centralized rule, the regional powers took advantage of the landscape and
tried to strengthen their own authority. The struggle for power in the region
lasted about 50 years.

37 Cmupnos, H. A. (1958). Iomumuxa Poccuu na Kasxasze ¢ XVI-XIX eexax.
Mocksa: 131-Bo conmanbHO-3KOH. JIUTPEL

38 Conosses, C. M. (2017). Hcmopus Poccuu ¢ Opesnetiwux epemen. lupextMenua.
3 Byrypaun Jmurpuit [lerposuuy (1823). Boennas Ucmopus Toxooosé Poccusn B
XVIIT Cmonemuu. Yacts Bropas. Tom 1V. 1-51 Tlonosuna. — Cn6., C. 45.,
Https://Runivers.Ru/Today4.Php?ID=578169 (Erisim Tarihi: 05.12.2022).

40 Sariahmetoglu Nesrin (2006). Azeri-Ermeni iliskileri (1905-1920) (pp.1-6).
Ankara: Tiirk Tarih Kurumu.

41 Victory in Nagorno-Karabakh after 44 Days: The Token of the Turkey-Azerbaijan
Brotherhood. (2022). p.13. Istanbul: Cumhurbaskanhig: Iletisim Baskanlig:
Yaynlar.

4 Yesilot Okan (Ed.) (2016). Revan Tiirkleri: Erivan Tiirk Yurdudur (p.15).
Istanbul: Yeditepe Yaymevi.
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In the following period, khanates emerged in Azerbaijan, and the
Karabakh Khanate was established together with Erivan, Ganja, Baku,
Tabriz, Sheki, Guba, Nakhchivan, Lankaran, Shamakhi and other khanates.
The Erivan Khanate was a Turkish khanate established in the region where
Yerevan, the capital of today's Armenia, is located.*3

In the same years, Armenian clergy and Armenian meliks tried to realize
projects to establish an “independent” Armenian state under the auspices of
Russia. Russia gained both political and military power in the South
Caucasus region, which strengthened the Armenians' hopes to achieve their
goals. The administration of Tsarist Russia, on the other hand, carried out a
policy that would help the Armenians gain political power, but could not
help them achieve their goal of founding an independent Armenia.**

On September 2, 1781, Armenian clergy and meliks made contact with
Russian state officials to obtain the patronage of the Tsarist regime. The
Armenian meliks wrote a letter to the Tsarina and demanded protection.®’

About a year after General A. Suvorov submitted the report on the letter
from the Armenian meliks of Karabakh to Potemkin, the letter was replied
in 1782.%

S. Melikov conveyed to Prince G. Potemkin the request of the Armenian
meliks of Karabakh to appoint Russian General A. Suvorov as the
commander-in-chief of the Russian-Armenian military unit. They also
underlined in the letter that A. Suvorov knew both the language and customs
of the Armenians. They sent another letter in which they emphasized that
they were ready to gather a unit of two thousand volunteers to this end.*’

43 Mustafayev Sohret (2015). XVIIL-XX. Yiizyillarda Tarihi Azerbaycan Topragi-
frevan Hanligi’nin Arazisine Ermenilerin Gog Ettirilme Politikas1. Atatiirk
Arastirma Merkezi Dergisi, 31(91), 69-92.

4 Yesilot Okan (Ed.) (2016). Sariahmetoglu Nesrin, Yesilot Okan, Capraz Hayri,
Cabbarh Hatem, Revan Tiirkleri: Evivan Tiirk Yurdudur (p.65). Istanbul: Yeditepe
Yaymevi.

S LUCBUA, ¢. 52, omi. 1/194, 1. 270, 1. 50 -51. Ony6u. B ¢6.: ApMSIHO-PYCCKHE OT-
Homenns B XVIIl Bexe. 1760-1800 rr. Tom IV. EpeBan, 1990, nox. No 113a.
Haropusrit Kapabax 8 Mexaynapoxaom [Ipase u Muposoii [Tonurike JIokyMeHTHI
u KommenTapuit Tom I, Mocksa KPYT'B 2008, Compiler, Editor, Author of Forward
and Commentary Yuri Barsegov, Dr. of Law.

4 CAIA, ¢. 10, om. 1, x. 252, n. 2. Konust. Ony6it. B ¢6.: APMAHO-PYCCKHE OT-
womenuss B XVIIl Bexe. Tom IV. 1760-1800 rr. Epepan, 1990, nox. No 118,
Haropwnsrit Kapabax B Mexxaynapoaaom I[Ipase u Mupooii [Tonmutuke JJokyMeHTBI
u KommenTapuii Tom I, Mocksa KPYT'b 2008, Compiler, Editor, Author of Forward
and Commentary Yuri Barsegov, Dr. of Law.
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Then, the Russian military commander, General Potemkin, wrote to
Prince Argutinsky I asking him to answer some questions. Among these
questions, the following are of great interest:

How are the walls of the Khan of Shusha protected? What's near the
walls? How can one reach him? I humbly ask you to inform me about that
glorious castle guarding him impregnably, how does the road lead to him?
Please provide information about the lakes, forests, mountains and marshes
in the region.*

In the following years, after Georgia came under the patronage of Tsarist
Russia, the Karabakh Armenians continued their demands for patronage.*
The Armenians also wrote a letter promising to meet every need of 30.000
Russian soldiers for five years. The Armenian clergy, meliks and other
notables signed this letter. Knez Potemkin, with Catherine II's permission,
gave them hope that their requests for patronage would be fulfilled.
Moreover, promises were made that the Khan of Karabakh, Ibrahim Khalil
Khan, would be dethroned and an Armenian Christian state would be
established.

Hearing of this situation, Ibrahim Khalil Khan had Katalikos Ioan
executed. Daniel Melikbekov and Sarkis Handzasar, who were loan's
brothers, were also banned from holding religious leadership.>

Following Anna Ivanovna's accession to the throne in Tsarist Russia,
things changed for the Russian soldiers in the South Caucasus. The number
of soldiers decreased because of epidemics, and some of the Russian armies
in the Caspian region were withdrawn. During the reign of Catherine II,
plans were made to re-conquest the Caucasus, and Tsarist Russia, taking
Peter I's will into account, strengthened its navy in the Caspian Sea and built

nok. No 119. Haropnsrit Kapabax 8 Mexnynapoaaom [pase 1 Muposoii [Tonmutuke
JoxymenTsl u Kommenrapuit Tom 1, Mocksa KPYT'b 2008, Compiler, Editor,
Author of Forward and Commentary Yuri Barsegov, Dr. of Law.

“[MuceMo  KOMaHAyIOUEr0 poccuiickumu Bolickamu Ha Kaekase Denepana
IT.ITloremknna Kusro M. ApryrmHCKOMYy € TIpOCh0OOH OTBETHTH Ha BOIPOCHI,
OTHOCsIIMECS K ocBoOOkaeHUto apmenun, LICAJIA, ¢. 23, 162-164. Otmyck.
Ony6i1. B ¢6.: ApmsaHo-pycckue otHomenus B XVIil Bexe. 1760-1800 rr. Tom IV.
Epesan, 1990, nox. No 123. Haropusiii Kapabax B Mexnynapontom IIpase u
Muposoii [Tonutuke Hoxkymentsr 1 Kommentapuii Tom I, Mocksa KPYI'b 2008,
Compiler, Editor, Author of Forward and Commentary Yuri Barsegov, Dr. of Law.
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50 Yesilot Okan (Ed.) (2016). Revan Tiirkleri: Erivan Tiirk Yurdudur, istanbul:
Yeditepe Yaymevi.
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a shipyard in Astrakhan on August 13, 1785.5! General Gudovich was
appointed as the Viceroy of Caucasus® and the Azerbaijani khanates were
ordered twice, in 1792 and 1793, to accept the Russian domination. The
Armenians who were made to immigrate to the region played a major role
in shaping these plans of Catherine II. By order of Catherine II, Russian
armies began to advance into the South Caucasus and Azerbaijan again in
1796, when the commander of the Russian armies was General Valerian
Zubov.>* The Armenians of the region called the Russian General “the
savior of Christianity” and started cooperating with the Russian armies.
Thinking of unleashing the Russian army on the Erivan Khanate, the
Armenians wanted to take advantage of the military power of the Russians
to establish the “Greater Armenia” state of their dreams. However, after the
sudden death of Catherine 1, Zubov was recalled from his duty in the
Caucasus.>

In summary, from the end of the 18th century, a new geopolitical
environment began to take shape, threatening the future of the khanates in
North Azerbaijan. Tsarist Russia had Georgia join itself and was preparing
for an operation on the khanates. Some khanates that pinned their hope upon
the Ottoman Empire during this period were disappointed because it was
dealing with its own problems.>*

Having completed the industrial revolution in the 19th century,
European states were in competition with each other firstly in terms of raw
materials and then in search for wide markets. In this process, the Ottoman
Empire and Iran were in the center of attention due to their large lands,
natural ports, trade routes, and both underground and aboveground
resources. The Russian Empire, in particular, posed a great threat to these
countries. The Ottoman Empire and Iran, on the other hand, had been at
enmity for centuries because they adopted different sects of Islam.
However, now that they were faced with a common threat, they had to

SMerpos, A. (2018, May 13). Hauaro crasnoii ucmopuu: co30aHue pyccKo2o
Yepuomopckozo ¢groma. Regnum. Date accessed:January 7, 2023, from
https://regnum.ru/news/2414112.html

32 Ypymanze, A. T. (2012). UcTopHs BOGHHO-HAPOAHOTO ynpasieHus Ha Kapkase:
B MIOMCKAaX aBTOpa U UCTOKOB. Bocmox. A¢ppo-Aszuamckue obwecmsa: ucmopus u
coepemennocmy, (6), 137-142.

33 Nly6posun H. @. (1871). Hcmopus Boiinvt M Bradviuecmea Pyccxux Ha Kaexase,
T. 1-6. - C6., 1871-1888.

% Sariahmetoglu Nesrin (2006). Azeri-Ermeni iliskileri (1905-1920) (pp.1-6).
Ankara: Tiirk Tarih Kurumu.

55 Nesibli L. Nesib (2021). Karabag’m Azerbaycan Igin Onemi. In M. Ataman, & F.
Piringci (Eds.). Cikmazdan Coziime Karabag Sorunu (p.44). Istanbul: SETA.
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pursue more pragmatic policies®®, but the Ottoman Empire was struggling
with its own internal issues at the time, and Iran could not stop the advance
of the Russian Empire alone.

Meanwhile, in Iran in 1795, Agha Mohammad Shah, girding on the
sword belonging to the Safavid ruler Shah Ismail, held a congress in Tehran
and declared himself the Shah, the eternal heir to the Safavids.

As mentioned above, after the death of Catherine II and her son Pavel 1
retreated his army because he did not support his mother's policy in this
region, the Khan prepared for a great expedition in 1797 to capture
Azerbaijan and Karabakh first, and then Erivan and Georgia.>’

In fact, the Shah of Iran, Agha Mohammad Khan Qajar, was planning to
attack the Karabakh Khanate, which had gained its independence. The Khan
of Karabakh, on the other hand, asked for help from the Ottoman Grand
Vizier. The response to this call for help did not go beyond moral support
and promises of help. In other words, it seems that the Azerbaijani khanates
could not protect themselves against the attack of Agha Mohammad Khan
or the threat of Russia.

Agha Mohammad Khan met with serious resistance when he attacked
Northern Azerbaijan. Shusha, the center of the Karabakh Khanate, was
besieged for 33 days, but the attack in 1795 ultimately failed. This did not
stop Agha Mohammad Khan and he carried out a second and a larger attack
and the Khan of Karabakh left Shusha during this attack. Agha Mohammad
Khan seized Shusha. However, he could not stay here long and was
assassinated. When the khan was killed, the political landscape in the region
underwent drastic changes, and Russian Commander Pavel Dmitriyevich
Tsitsianov*® took action to take advantage of this landscape in the Karabakh
Khanate. After General Tsitsianov, who is of Georgian origin, became the
head of Caucasian armies of Russia, he took part in the military operation

56 Soofizadeh Abdolvahid & Tiirker Ozgiir (2018). Rusya-iran (Kagar) Iliskileri
Adina Dehset Verici Bir Hadise: Rusya’nin Tahran Baskonsoloslugu Baskini ve
Biiyiikel¢i Aleksandr Griboyedov Ve Maiyetinin Katledilmesi (11 Subat 1829).
Belleten, 82(294), 569-586.

57 Abdolvahid Soof Zadeh (2014). Kagar Déneminde Iran-Osmanl: Siyasi Iliskileri
(pp.50-51). Ankara Universitesi.

8 One of the most controversial figures in the Caucasus policy of the Russian
Empire in the 18th-19th centuries was Prince Pavel Dmitriyevich Tsitsianov. (1754
- 1806). “TToxopurens 3akaBka3sbs - kHs13b [1aBen Jmurpuesnd [unmanos”,
https://topwar.ru/26609-pokoritel-zakavkazya-knyaz-pavel-dmitrievich-
cicianov.html, Date accessed: December 13, 2022).
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to be carried out against the khanates in the South Caucasus region together
with his deputy, Ovannes, who is of Armenian origin.>

B

Kuaze Ilasess /'/,M.u711/71’(’010'1,6
Luuiaross,
1754 — 1806

60

Pavel Dmitriyevich Tsitsianov was appointed by Tsar Alexander I
himself in 1802 as the most severe enforcer of Russia's imperialist “Eastern
Politics” in the South Caucasus. His main goal was to accelerate the
invasion plan of the tsardom and to expand the lands Russia conquered in
the North Caucasus towards the south as soon as possible. Thus, Russia
would expand its borders to both the Kura and Aras rivers, and populate

% Yesilot Okan (Ed.) (2016). Revan Tiirkleri: Erivan Tiirk Yurdudur (p.70),
Istanbul: Yeditepe Yaymevi.

0 General Pavel Dmitrievich Sisianov, “ITokoputens 3akaBkasbs - KHa3b [laBen
Jmurpuesny [{urmanos”, https:/topwar.ru/26609-pokoritel-zakavkazya-knyaz-pavel-
dmitrievich-cicianov.html, Date accessed: December 13, 2022).
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these regions with Christian nations such as Armenians, Georgians, etc.,
who were scattered around Iran and Turkey.!

On the other hand, the Khan of Karabakh, Ibrahim Khan, tried to protect
his own reign through Russian support.®> The process kept on this way
during the reign of Russian Tsar Alexander I, too, and after he ordered Pavel
Dmitriyevich Tsitsianov in December 1802 that only the Russian flag had
to fly over the Caspian Sea, Tsitsianov signed the Treaty of Kurakchay on
May 14, 1805 with the support of the Armenians who were made to
immigrate to the region®®, and the Karabakh Khanate was integrated into
Russia.5

According to the terms of the Treaty of Kurakchay:

e The Khan of Karabakh would come under the rule of the Russian
Empire “with all family, posterity and possessions of his”.

e He would forever reject any sovereignty of Persia or any other state
or any allegiance under any title.

e The khan would send his eldest son to Tbilisi as a hostage, and
“promise not to have any relations with neighboring possessors
without preliminary consent of Governor of Georgia”, i.e.
Tsitsianov.

e In addition, 500 Russian soldiers would be stationed in the Shusha
Fortress and 8000 chervonets would be paid annually to the treasury
of the Russian Tsardom.

e In return, it was promised “to preserve continuously the honour of
Ibrahim Khan, his spouse, heirs and posterity in the area of Shusha

' Hajiyev Javid (2022). Azerbaycan Gence Hanligi: Cevad Han’in General
Sisianov’la Mektuplasmas1 (Gence Ugrunda Miicadele). Tiirk Diinyast
Arastirmalart Dergisi, 131(258), 135-158.
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khanate”, and “to give all the power of internal governing, court and

persecution, income and its possession to Ibrahim Khan.%3;66

However, Russia did not fulfill the terms of the treaty in the ongoing
process. General Tsitsianov was assassinated on February 8, 1806.57 In
response to his assassination, Ibrahim Khan and his family were murdered
in February 1806.

The Treaty of Kurakchay, which was signed in 1805 between the Khan
of Karabakh Ibrahim Khan and the commander of the Russian military unit
Pavel Dmitriyevich Tsitsianov and is the main document regarding the
annexation of the Karabakh Khanate by Russia as a Turkish region, and the
appointment of Mehdigulu Agha as the new khan of Karabakh with the
Imperial Decree of 1806 after the murder of Ibrahim Khan by the Russians
shed light on the ethnic structure and identity of the region.®®

The Azerbaijani Khanates took advantage of the internal disturbance in
Russia and began to seek ways to gain their independence from Russia
again, but in 1812, the Northern Azerbaijani Khanates, including the
Karabakh Khanate, were occupied by Russia.®

Therefore, when Tsarist Russia attempted to invade Azerbaijan at the
beginning of the 19th century, it did not find a united Azerbaijan that
understood national unity in the true sense of the word, but a weak country
consisting of khanates that were indifferent to each other's destiny.”
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The claims about the “Armenian melikdoms”, which were frequently
mentioned to exist in Karabakh, are an example of the fact that Armenian
“researchers” misrepresent the historical facts. The five Christian melikdoms
of the Karabakh Khanate, the majority of which Turks constituted, were
authorized only for the Armenian community of the region they were in,
and the issue of independence was not on the agenda in these structures.
Therefore, the name of this administration was not mentioned in the Treaty
of Kurakchay signed between Tsitsianov and Ibrahim Khan. After the
murder of Khan of Karabakh, Ibrahim Khalil Khan, Tsar Alexander I gave
a royal decree on September 10, 1806 regarding the appointment of his son
Mehdigulu Agha to the position of khan. There was no provision or article
regarding the Armenian melikdoms in this decree. Moreover, the historical
records indicate that only one of the five melikdoms contained indigenous
people of Karabakh, and the other four migrated to Karabakh from different
regions. Therefore, it can be confidently stated that the claim that Karabakh
is an “Armenian state”, which Armenian writers strongly emphasize, is a
sham.”!

In this period, Russia attached importance to the creation of a structure
in which Armenians were to hold the majority in the Caucasus in order to
maintain its upper hand in the wars with the Ottoman and Qajar states and
to have a strong control point in line with the goal of gaining access to the
warm waters. In this regard, what is written in the book titled “Armenian-
Russian Relations in the 18th Century”, which was published in the capital
of Armenia, i.e. Yerevan, in 1967, draws attention:’

“In his letter to Catherine Il on May 19, 1783, Knez G. A. Potemkin wrote
that they would do whatever necessary to put Karabakh under the control of
the Armenians as soon as they had the chance, and thus to establish a

Christian state in Asia”.”
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During the Russo-Turkish War of 1806-1812 and the Russo-Persian War
of 1804-1813, Armenian families in Anatolia and Iran were made to
immigrate to the Karabakh region. The Russian Empire was confirmed in
possession of the Karabakh region with the Treaty of Gulistan signed with
Iran in 1813. The Khan of Karabakh Mehdigulu Khan, the successor of
Ibrahim Khan, had to flee to Iran. Jafarqulu Khan, on the other hand, was
exiled to Russia. All assets of the Khans of Karabakh were confiscated.”

As a result, Iran was defeated in the Russo-Persian war. Russia seized
power in all Northern Azerbaijani Khanates, with the exception of Erivan
and Nakhchivan, with the Treaty of Gulistan.

Neither Iran, nor Russia nor the Armenians were satisfied with the
Treaty of Gulistan. The Russians had been planning further expansion, the
Iranians had desired to reclaim the places they had lost, the Armenians had
been dreaming of an independent Armenia by reviving the old hostilities
between Russia and Iran under the leadership of archbishop Nerses
Ashtaraketsi, who had gone to Tbilisi from Etchmiadzin in 1814.7

After the Treaty of Gulistan was signed, rebellions broke out one after
another in almost all regions of Northern Azerbaijan. In 1813, the people of
Derbent protested the arbitrary rule. In 1814, the people of Sheki revolted.
Later, riots broke out in Gazakh, Shamshadil and Borchaly. The rebellion
in the Derbent-Quba region continued for almost twenty years. Almost none
of the local rulers cooperated with the Russians, most of them took refuge
in Iran, asking the Iranian shah for help to regain their wealth and
dominance.”® However, these attempts did not produce any results.

Russia abolished the Karabakh Khanate and other khanates in 1822.

The new administrative structure of the Russian Tsardom in the South
Caucasus did not fit the ethnic structure of the local population there.
Demographic changes made during and after the occupation destroyed the
traditional demographic structure there, creating a completely new
landscape. The demographic policy Russia pursued in this region in the 19th
century was clearly more discriminatory in Azerbaijan compared to its
neighbors. The Armenians were at the center of the demographic policy of
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