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Image 0.1 Aleppo Citadel ~

Photograph by Mahmoud lJilani

Aleppo, Syria*

~ Image slightly altered to mask triggering symbols

* Syria is currently unsafe for tourism.
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Photograph by Mahmoud Jilani

Aleppo, Syria*

* Syria is currently unsafe for tourism.



A Syrian Farewell Letter:

Throughout this book, we will be referring back to the parts of this letter shown in red as the
standard text to compare the various languages and dialects discussed. This letter was found in
the pocket of a Syrian refugee who drowned in the Mediterranean Sea. He was aboard a ship
carrying hundreds of Syrians, fleeing death and persecution by the Assad regime, and hoping to
reach the European shores. As the weather conditions got more turbulent, it became clear to the
author of the letter that they wouldn’t survive. He used the last few minutes of his life to write
this letter. He wrote the letter in Modern Standard Arabic (MSA)

April 23", 2015
Original Text (in MSA)

Al Ol ) e oSl G S o(Lissl) @i ) Jsaa sl adaid a5 Ly je £aid) O al b cad Uit
Ala el adal S i) A

1o vy ady g8 RS ) O i 13l ¢ i T saag ol ) (el b S 5a3 Y

508 0S5 Al odlal of alal) we ) e s 5aS ilad o J 0 Y O s Copall oY b cand U
Sl lias e el ) sl U g ) g0 e amay cilS aMal JS (paled LS ¢ ,2N1S

Dh) sl Gl e Jaad (8 @l aay e A3l Calladall Casy puaal GV Sl o o) Al
(2!
Tases 18 L8 o (MY 8 0aalis US LS Shaa Lt T8 o o 1) e T el sy Y s Uy ]

Le ol el calaild s 438 el clelaiayl 5 daailall fye Tawms 93 padiall Jaal 5l o

Ji eluii ge 48 51 G jed ol Ll )b dliae 5l 555 Cpaddl Jla ) qadaiad ol Y AT L cad Ul
g oA



