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FOREWORD

This volume has been shaped by the challenges faced and questions posed
within the international scientific project Digitization, bibliographic
description and research of texts written in Glagolitic, Croatian Cyrillic
and Latin scripts until the end of the 19" century in the Zadar and Sibenik
area (Written heritage project) conducted by the Department of Information
Sciences of the University of Zadar, Croatia and Vestigia Manuscript
Research Centre of the University of Graz, Austria. The project goals
include digitization and bibliographic description of Croatian Glagolitic
manuscripts collections, as well as the research in several humanities areas,
such as philology and history, particularly in concordance within the digital
humanities framework. Furthermore, the project aims include building of
infrastructure for (cooperative) research of written heritage in digital
environment, and promotion of contemporary models of written heritage
communication. The special aim of the project is to act as a laboratory for
university students and scholars’ research of written heritage, especially
manuscripts and old and rare books.

The Written heritage project acts as a vivid platform for discussions
among prominent international scholars coming from (digital) humanities
and information sciences. All kind of general questions concerning digital
humanities, digitization of cultural heritage, and description and
visualization of data on cultural heritage are questioned and discussed.
These discussions and their conclusions are reflected in this volume.
Consequently, the aim of this volume is to bring together refereed papers
covering topics on the contemporary cultural heritage research framework
within the field of digital humanities from the aspect of description and
access to cultural heritage and digitization of cultural heritage in general,
and Glagolitic and Latin written heritage as a source for historiographic and
linguistic research in particular. It also brings together papers on research
methods in humanities, and on digital humanities education.

The first chapter gives a short overview of the Written heritage project,
while the rest of the book is organized in seven topics, each questioning one
of the important research areas within digital humanities framework: (1)
Digital humanities as a contemporary cultural heritage research
framework, (2) Description and access to cultural heritage: conceptual
models and standards, (3) Digitization of cultural heritage, (4) Glagolitic



XVi Foreword

and Latin written heritage as a source for historiographic and linguistic
research, (5) Literary studies, (6) Research and communication of cultural
heritage, and (7) Education in the field of Digital Humanities. Particular
emphasis of the volume is placed on the presentation of methods and results
of research of cultural heritage, especially written heritage, namely
manuscripts, but also on the research in art history, linguistics, classical
philology, etc.

In the context of reflection on the future of research in the field of
humanities, starting from the tradition of the University of Zadar, Croatia,
the aim of this volume is to present research methods and tools used in
humanities research in order to identify main research approaches and areas
of cooperation within the humanities and between the humanities and other
scientific fields, and to provoke further discussions on the need to develop
institutional or cross-institutional centres for digital humanities and
university education in the field.

Marijana Tomic¢, Mirna Willer and Nives Tomasevic
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CHAPTER 1

“PISANA BASTINA” (WRITTEN HERITAGE)'-
A PROJECT OF DIGITIZATION OF GLAGOLITIC
AND OTHER MANUSCRIPTS IN THE REGION
OF ZADAR/CROATIA

ERICH RENHART

Introduction

The following contribution relates to a project on the digitisation of
manuscripts that has been ongoing since October 2016. It describes the
project’s beginnings, the immediate steps which led to its realisation, as well
as the concrete execution and some of the connected questions arising
during the process. Finally, the significance of the project is underscored.
The project is the fruit of years of ongoing collaboration between two
university institutions, the Department of Information Sciences at the
University of Zadar, Croatia?, and the research institution “Vestigia —
Manuscript Research Centre” (Centre for the Research into Book and
Written Heritage)® at Karl Franzens University, Graz, Austria. The
cooperation between these two universities led to a partnership agreement
in 2009 which established a more formal framework for collaboration.*

! The full title of the project is Digitalizacija, bibliografska obrada i istraZivanje
tekstova zadarsko-Sibenskog podrucja iz razdoblja do kraja 19. st. pisanih
glagoljicom, bosancicom i latinicom [Digitization, bibliographic description and
research of texts written in Glagolitic, Croatian Cyrillic and Latin scripts until the
end of the 19" century in the Zadar and Sibenik areal.

2 Odjel za informacijske znanosti, Sveuciliste u Zadru, accessed March 17, 2019,
http://iz.unizd.hr/o-nama/djelatnici-i-suradnici [Department of Information Sciences,
University of Zadar, Croatia].

3 Vestigia—Manuscript Research Centre, accessed March 17 2019,
https://vestigia.uni-graz.at [Centre for the research into book and written heritage].
4 The contract was signed on June 5, 2009 by the rectors of respective universities.
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The project activities were placed in the hands of the two proponents;
Marijana Tomi¢ (Zadar) and Erich Renhart (Graz). Numerous common
activities ensued: joint summer-schools, guest residencies of students and
teaching staff, teaching exchanges, participation in symposia, and joint
publications.’> After the successful conclusion of the Utrecht Network
Summer School on “Hidden Libraries”,® in Graz, in June 2014, we agreed
to develop a joint project to launch the systematic digitisation of historic

manuscripts in a specific place in Croatia.

Concrete beginnings

This extensive project reached its final draft, including all necessary
ramifications, around the end of 2015, an achievement for which the
initiator and project director Marijana Tomi¢ was responsible. Two dozen
people declared their interest in participating in this project. Furthermore, a
substantial number of collections from the region were ready to open their
doors to this digitisation endeavour, an attitude that is worthy of note. The
next step was the practical implementation of the project. An important step
for the realisation of the project was the contribution by the Vestigia
Research Centre of a “Traveller TCCS 4232”7 digitisation unit, which was
initially provided on loan for the duration of two years. With this, the project
could access a tool which would prove very useful. In March 2016, the unit
was transferred to the University of Zadar. At the same time, the University
of Zadar purchased a computer and a camera.®

This was followed by a period of technical trials. After an initial general
introduction by Manfred Mayer, in Graz,” the first independent digitisation
trials were undertaken in Zadar. These first tests did not, however, follow
any specific system. This was soon to change after the end of the academic
summer break.

5 Erich Renhart, “Eine Spurenlese in alten Biichern und Bibliotheken,” in Bericht
aus dem Forschungszentrum Vestigia 2005/06-2015 (Graz: Vestigia, 2015), 57-62.
¢ Hidden Libraries, last modified March 17 2019, www.hiddenlibraries.at; archived
under www.vestigia.at.

7 Information available at: https://vestigia.uni-graz.at/de/arbeitsbereiche-projekte/
technologieentwicklung/der-traveller-tccs-4232/

8 Type Canon EOS 70D.

° DI Manfred Mayer is the head of the Department for Book Restoration and also
the designer of Vestigia’s digitisation equipment.



