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From the state of nonbelief to belief is one breath, 
From the world of doubt to certainty is one breath, 

Value this one precious breath
That the yield of our life is only this one breath.

    
Omar Khayyam
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FOREWORD

It is well known that Edward FitzGerald, the 19th-century British poet 
DQG�ZULWHU�ZKR�¿UVW�SXEOLVKHG�DQ�(QJOLVK�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�2PDU�.KD\\DP¶V�
4XDWUDLQV� ZDV� LQVWUXPHQWDO� LQ� LQWURGXFLQJ� .KD\\DP�� WKH� ��th-century 
DVWURQRPHU�SRHW� RI� 3HUVLD�� WR� WKH� (QJOLVK�VSHDNLQJ� :HVWHUQ� ZRUOG��
³.KD\\DP¶V� 5XEDL\DWV´� EHFDPH� ZLGHO\� SRSXODU� \HW� )LW]*HUDOG� WRRN�
WUHPHQGRXV�OLEHUWLHV�LQ�KLV�WUDQVODWLRQ�SUDFWLFH²LQ�HIIHFW�SDUDSKUDVLQJ�WKH�
TXDWUDLQV�FUHDWLYHO\�LQ�UK\PLQJ�(QJOLVK�YHUVH�EDVHG�RQ�KLV�RZQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�
RI�RU�SURMHFWLRQV�RQ�WKH�3HUVLDQ�SRHW¶V�WKRXJKWV�DQG�UHÀHFWLRQV�

7KH� HVVHQFH� RI� .KD\\DP¶V� SKLORVRSKLFDO� SUHGLFDPHQW� GHDOW� ZLWK� WKH�
most basic existential mystery of all times—life itself. He ponders over 
DQG�UHPDLQV�P\VWL¿HG�E\�WKH�XQUHTXLWHG�HQLJPD�KH�SHUFHLYHV�DV�WKH�KXPDQ�
FRQGLWLRQ�� WKH� WUDQVLWRU\�QDWXUH�RI�RXU�EHLQJ�� IDWDOLVP�� DQG� WKH� LQDQLW\�RI�
existence.

)LW]*HUDOG¶V�DWWUDFWLRQ�WR�WKHVH�FHQWXULHV�ROG�H[LVWHQWLDO�3HUVLDQ�PHGLWDWHV�
DQG� KLV� RUQDWH� SRHWLF� UHQGLWLRQ� RI� KLV� YLVLRQ� RI�.KD\\DP¶V� SKLORVRSKLHV�
ZHOO�¿WWHG� WKH���th�FHQWXU\�%ULWLVK�SRHWLF�VW\OH��ZKLOH�DSWO\� UHÀHFWLQJ�DQG�
DSSHDOLQJ�WR�DQ�XQGHUO\LQJ�SUHYDOHQW�(XURSHDQ�2ULHQWDOLVW�RXWORRN�

:KLOH� )LW]*HUDOG� SUHIHUUHG� D� ORRVH� SDUDSKUDVLQJ� LQ� (QJOLVK� RI� ZKDW�
he came to understand from each quatrain over literal faithfulness, in this 
volume, Dr. Mitra Ara, a native speaker of Persian, presents the reader 
ZLWK� D� IUHVK� OLWHUDO� DQG� GLUHFW� WUDQVODWLRQ�� WUXHU� WR� WKH� RULJLQDO� 3HUVLDQ�
DQG�PRUH� FRQWULEXWLYH� RI�PHDQLQJ��$UD� FKRRVHV� ���� TXDWUDLQV� JHQHUDOO\�
DWWULEXWHG�WR�.KD\\DP�DQG��ZLWK�QR�DWWHPSW�DW�GHOLYHULQJ�D�SRHWLF��UK\PHG��
RU�UK\WKPLF�UHQGLWLRQ�LQ�WKH�(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH��VKH�DOORZV�IRU�WKH�RULJLQDO�
YRLFH�DQG�H[SUHVVLRQV�RI�WKH�VFLHQWLVW�SRHW�.KD\\DP�WR�EH�KHDUG�XQHGLWHG��
,Q�WKHVH�SDJHV��ZH�HIIHFWLYHO\�KHDU�WKH�VFLHQWLVW�SKLORVRSKHU¶V�DQJXLVK�DQG�
frustration over the unattainable secrets of creation, the cruelty of time, fate 
YV�IUHH�ZLOO��DQG�KLV�DJRQ\�LQ�DWWHPSWLQJ�WR�HQMR\�WKH�SUHVHQW�LQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�
tyrannous uncertainties.

'U�� $UD¶V� OLWHUDO� WUDQVODWLRQV� EULQJ� WKH� (QJOLVK� UHDGHU� FORVHU� WR� WKH�
RULJLQDO�3HUVLDQ�WH[WV�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�DQG�HIIHFWLYHO\�LQWURGXFH�WKH�SRHPV�
ZLWKRXW�DVVXPSWLRQV�RI�PHDQLQJ��UHDGLQJ�LQWR�WKH�WH[W��RU�SUHFRQFHSWLRQV�RI�
FRQWH[W��7KH�TXDWUDLQV�DUH�ÀXLG��EOXQW��DQG�GH¿DQW��\HW�VLPSOH��WR�WKH�SRLQW��



DQG�SRLJQDQW�DV�WKH\�UDLVH�IXQGDPHQWDO�DQG�HWHUQDO�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�RXU�YHU\�
core of existence. They come with no expiration date.

,Q�WKLV�FROOHFWLRQ��'U��$UD�UHPRYHV�WKH�UHVWULFWLYHO\�GH¿QLQJ�OHQV�WKURXJK�
ZKLFK� WKH� (QJOLVK�VSHDNLQJ� VWXGHQW�UHDGHU� KDV� FRPH� WR� XQGHUVWDQG� WKH�
TXDWUDLQV��DQG�VKH�FRQWULEXWHV�WR�D�IUHVK�UHDGLQJ�IRU�WKRVH�VHDUFKLQJ�WR�EHWWHU�
comprehend the complex mind of the astronomer/poet of Persia.

Dr. Jaleh Pirnazar
3URIHVVRU�RI�0RGHUQ�,UDQLDQ�KLVWRU\��3HUVLDQ�ODQJXDJH�DQG�OLWHUDWXUH��

Department of Near Eastern Studies, University of California, Berkeley.

x Foreword



INTRODUCTION

Omar Khayyam

2PDU�.KD\\DP¶V� IXOO� QDPH� LV� UHFRUGHG� DV�2PDU�� VRQ�RI� ,EUDKLP� WKH�
.KD\\DP� IURP� WKH� FLW\� RI� 1LVKDSXU� �*KL\DV� � DO�'LQ�$EXO� � )DWK� � 2PDU�
LEQ� ,EUDKLP� .KD\\DP� 1LVKDSXUL��� ,W� LV� JHQHUDOO\� EHOLHYHG� WKH� QDPH�
³.KD\\ƗP�´�PHDQLQJ�³WHQW�PDNHU�´�LV�RI�=RURDVWULDQ�GHVFHQW�DQG�EHORQJHG�
to the profession of his ancestors or his father. He was actually born in the 
FLW\�RI�1LVKDSXU��VRPHWLPHV�ZULWWHQ�DV�1LVKDEXU�� WKH�ODUJHVW�PHWURSROLWDQ�
FLW\�RQ�WKH�6LON�5RDG��LQ�WKH�QRUWKHDVWHUQ�SURYLQFH�RI�.KRUDVDQ�LQ�WRGD\¶V�
,UDQ��FRQQHFWLQJ�&KLQD�WR�WKH�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ��:KLOH�KLV�H[DFW�ELUWK�GDWH�LV�
XQNQRZQ�� LW� LV�JHQHUDOO\�EHOLHYHG� WKDW�.KD\\DP�OLYHG�VRPHWLPH�EHWZHHQ�
the 11th and 12th�FHQWXULHV�&RPPRQ�(UD��FD�������WR�������

%RUQ� LQ� D� SURPLQHQW� IDPLO\�� KH� VWXGLHG� IURP� D� \RXQJ� DJH� ZLWK� WKH�
JUHDW�VFKRODU�PDWKHPDWLFLDQ��%DKPDQ\DU��VRQ�RI�0DU]XEDQ��D�=RURDVWULDQ�
ZKR� ZDV� D� VWXGHQW� RI� WKH� HPLQHQW� VFKRODU�$YLFHQQD� ���th-11th centuries 
&(��� NQRZQ� LQ� 3HUVLDQ� DV� ,EQ�H� 6LQD�� DQ� HPLQHQW� SRO\PDWK�� SK\VLFLDQ��
DVWURQRPHU��SKLORVRSKHU��DQG�SRHW��7KLV�H[SODLQV�.KD\\DP¶V� UHIHUHQFH� WR�
KLPVHOI� DV� D� VWXGHQW�RI�$YLFHQQD�� VLJQLI\LQJ�KLV� VWXGLHV�ZLWK�%DKPDQ\DU�
ZKR�KDG�DWWDLQHG�KLV�NQRZOHGJH�IURP�$YLFHQQD�

,Q������� WKH�DVWURQRPHU�.KD\\DP�ZDV�VXPPRQHG�E\� WKH�UXOHU�RI� WKH�
Saljuq Dynasty of Iran, Sultan Jalaluddin Malikshah, and his famous 
minister, Nizam-ul-mulk, to build an observatory at Isfahan, Iran, and 
UHIRUP�WKH�3HUVLDQ�OXQDU�FDOHQGDU��.KD\\DP�PRGL¿HG�WKH�FDOHQGDU�WR�VRODU��
ZKLFK�ZDV�PRUH�SUHFLVH�WKDQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�*UHJRULDQ�FDOHQGDU�LQYHQWHG�¿YH�
centuries later.

.KD\\DP¶V� FDOHQGDU� HVWDEOLVKHV� WKH� ¿UVW� GD\� RI� WKH� \HDU� DW� WKH� YHU\�
VWDUW�RI�WKH�YHUQDO�HTXLQR[�LQ�0DUFK��WKXV�PDUNLQJ�WKH�1HZ�<HDU��1R5RR]��
celebrated by various nations in Central, South, and West Asia, especially 
LQ�WKH�PDMRU�3HUVLDQ�VSHDNLQJ�FRXQWULHV�RI�$IJKDQLVWDQ��,UDQ��DQG�7DMLNLVWDQ��
7KH�FDOHQGDU�ZDV��DQG�VWLOO�LV��FDOOHG�³-DODOL�´�DIWHU�6XOWDQ�-DODOXGGLQ��$IWHU�
WKH�GHDWK�RI�KLV� VSRQVRUV�� WKH�NLQJ�DQG�KLV�PLQLVWHU��.KD\\DP�PRYHG� WR�
%XNKDUD�DQG�WKHQ�WR�6DPDUTDQG��LQ�WRGD\¶V�8]EHNLVWDQ���ZKHUH�KH�SURGXFHG�
WKH� PDMRULW\� RI� KLV� VFLHQWL¿F� ZRUNV�� /DWHU�� KH� UHWXUQHG� WR� KLV� KRPH� LQ�
Nishapur, where he died.

 Numerous monuments have been erected all over the world to honor 



2 Introduction

.KD\\DP�DV�D�QRWDEOH�PDWKHPDWLFLDQ�DQG�DVWURQRPHU��DQG�PDQ\�LPSRUWDQW�
DFKLHYHPHQWV�KDYH�EHHQ�QDPHG�DIWHU� KLP�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH�2PDU�.KD\\DP�
lunar crater and the planet Omarkhayyam, discovered by Soviet astronomer 
/\XGPLOD�9�� =KXUDYOHYD��&HOHEUDWHG�ZRUOGZLGH� DV� D� JUHDW� SRO\PDWK�� KLV�
VFLHQWL¿F�DFKLHYHPHQWV�DUH�SUHVHUYHG�LQ�KLV�FRUSXV�RI�PDWKHPDWLFV��SK\VLFV��
DVWURQRP\��JHRJUDSK\��KLVWRU\��DQG�SKLORVRSK\�

$Q�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�PDWKHPDWLFLDQ��KLV�NQRZQ�VXUYLYLQJ�ZRUNV��UHFRUGHG�
LQ�WKH�3HUVLDQ�DQG�$UDELF�ODQJXDJHV��DUH�DERXW�WKH�SDUDOOHO�SRVWXODWH�WKHRU\�
DQG�UHDO�QXPEHU�FRQFHSW�SURSRUWLRQ��JHRPHWULF�DOJHEUD��DULWKPHWLF��DQG�WKH�
solution of cubic equations, the binomial theorem and the extraction of roots, 
DQG�RWKHU�UHODWHG�ZULWLQJV��.KD\\DP¶V�WUHDWLVHV�LQ�PDWKHPDWLFV�LPSURYHG�RQ�
(XFOLG¶V�ZRUN� RQ� WKH� WKHRULHV� RI� SDUDOOHOV� DQG� SURSRUWLRQ��ZKLFK� LQ� WXUQ�
LQÀXHQFHG�WKH�ZRUNV�RI�WKH�UHQRZQHG�(QJOLVK�PDWKHPDWLFLDQ�-RKQ�:DOOLV�
���th���th� FHQWXULHV� &(��� 0DVWHULQJ� QXPHURXV� VXEMHFWV�� .KD\\DP� WDXJKW�
mathematics, astronomy, medicine, philosophy, jurisprudence, and history.

In addition to his mathematical and philosophical contributions, he 
ZDV� UHFRJQL]HG�DV� D�SRHW� VHYHUDO� FHQWXULHV� DIWHU�KLV�GHDWK��1R�RQH�NQHZ�
KH�FRPSRVHG�SRHPV��QRW�HYHQ�KLV�FROOHDJXHV��7KH�ROGHVW�ERRNV�WKDW�UHIHU�
WR�.KD\\DP��WKH�DXWKRUV�RI�ZKLFK�ZHUH�KLV�FRQWHPSRUDULHV��%D\KDJKL�DQG�
1H]DPL�$UX]L��PHQWLRQ�.KD\\DP�DPRQJ�DVWURQRPHUV�DQG�PDWKHPDWLFLDQV��
and mention his works on the sciences but contain no mention of him as a 
SRHW�RU�GLVFXVV�KLV�FRPSRVLQJ�DQ\�TXDWUDLQV�

The quatrain is a style chosen by poets to express their idea fully as a 
stand-alone independent opinion, and do so in a brief, simple, and natural 
ÀRZ��&RQWUDU\� WR�ZKDW�PDQ\�VFKRODUV�KDYH�VXJJHVWHG��.KD\\DP�ZDV�QRW�
WKH�¿UVW�WR�XVH�LW��9HUVLRQV�RI�WKH�YHUVHV�DQG�IRUPV�LQ�WKH�5XEDL\DW�DUH�IRXQG�
LQ� 3HUVLDQ� OLWHUDWXUH� SULRU� WR� .KD\\DP�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� NQRZQ� TXDWUDLQV�
FRPSRVHG�E\�$YLFHQQD��ZKR�GLHG�EHIRUH�.KD\\DP�ZDV�ERUQ��0DQ\�HDUO\�
poets in other countries used the quatrain, and they are found in the poetic 
traditions of ancient Greece, Rome, and China, where quatrains are traceable 
WR�PXFK�HDUOLHU�URRWV�WKDQ�WKH�7DQJ�'\QDVW\���th���th�FHQWXULHV�&(��
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Edward FitzGerald

.KD\\DP� ZDV� LQWURGXFHG� DV� D� SRHW� DQG� WKH� DXWKRU� RI� WKH� 5XEDL\DW�
�TXDWUDLQV��LQ�WKH�:HVW�E\�(GZDUG�)LW]*HUDOG������±�������ZKR�WUDQVODWHG�
DQG� SXEOLVKHG� DQ� DQWKRORJ\� LQ� ������ 7KH� 5XEiL\iW� RI� 2PDU� .KD\\iP��
7KLV�ZDV� IROORZHG�E\�D� IHZ�HGLWLRQV��8QWLO� WKHQ��.KD\\DP�KDG�QRW�EHHQ�
UHFRJQL]HG�DV�D�SRHW�LQ�WKH�(DVW�HLWKHU��DQG�FHUWDLQO\�QRW�RI�WKH�VWDWXUH�RI�
RWKHU�3HUVLDQ�SRHWV�VXFK�DV�5XPL�DQG�6D¶GL����th�FHQWXU\�&(��RU�+DIH]����th 
FHQWXU\�&(���0RGHUQ�GD\�VFKRODUV�KDYH�TXHVWLRQHG�ZKHWKHU�.KD\\DP�HYHQ�
ZURWH�WKH�SRHPV�WKDW�PDNH�XS�)LW]*HUDOG¶V�IDPRXV�5XEDL\DW�EHFDXVH�WKH�
FROOHFWLRQ�FKDUDFWHUL]HV�D�ZLGHO\�GLVXQL¿HG�ZRUOGYLHZ��DQG�SHUKDSV�ZDV�QRW�
GHULYHG�IURP�D�VLQJOH�SHUVRQ�

)LW]*HUDOG��DQ�(QJOLVK�ZULWHU�DQG�SRHW�ERUQ� LQWR�D�SURVSHURXV�$QJOR��
Irish family, is mostly known for his introduction and publication of the 
SRHPV� RI� WKH�ZHOO�UHFRJQL]HG� 3HUVLDQ� VFLHQWLVW�� 2PDU�.KD\\DP�� -XVW� DV�
Voltaire was charmed by the 13th�FHQWXU\�3HUVLDQ�SRHW�6D¶GL��DQG�*RHWKH�E\�
WKH���th�FHQWXU\�3HUVLDQ�SRHW�+DIH]��VR�ZDV�)LW]*HUDOG�GUDZQ�WR�.KD\\DP�

,Q� ������ WKH� WKLUW\�¿YH�\HDU�ROG�)LW]*HUDOG�PHW� WKH� HLJKWHHQ�\HDU�ROG�
(GZDUG�%\OHV�&RZHOO������±�������D�\RXQJ�OLQJXLVW�ZKR�ODWHU�EHFDPH�KLV�
6SDQLVK�DQG�3HUVLDQ�ODQJXDJH�WHDFKHU��&RZHOO�ZHQW�RQ�WR�EHFRPH�D�QRWHG�
VFKRODU�DQG�SURIHVVRU�RI�6DQVNULW�DW�&DPEULGJH�8QLYHUVLW\��NQRZQ�IRU�KLV�
NQRZOHGJH� RI� VHYHUDO� ,QGLDQ� ODQJXDJHV� DV�ZHOO� DV� 3HUVLDQ��+H� WUDQVODWHG�
VHYHUDO� 3HUVLDQ� SRHWU\� FROOHFWLRQV� LQWR� (QJOLVK�� DV� GHPRQVWUDWHG� E\� KLV�
translation of the known works of the Persian poet, Hafez.

%HIRUH�GHSDUWLQJ�IRU�KLV�DFDGHPLF�SRVW�LQ�,QGLD���������&RZHOO�SURYLGHG�
)LW]*HUDOG�ZLWK�D�FRS\�RI�WKH�TXDWUDLQV�DOOHJHGO\�EHORQJLQJ�WR�.KD\\DP��
which he had copied from a manuscript in the Bodleian Library at Oxford. 
,Q�KLV�HDUO\�\HDUV�LQ�,QGLD��KH�GLVFRYHUHG�DQRWKHU�PDQXVFULSW�LQ�&DOFXWWD¶V�
Asiatic Society library, which he also sent to FitzGerald. As a result, with 
WKH� KHOS� RI� &RZHOO�� )LW]*HUDOG� EHJDQ� WKH� WUDQVODWLRQ� RI� WKH� TXDWUDLQV� RI�
.KD\\DP��ZKRP�KH�FDOOHG�³WKH�$VWURQRPHU�3RHW�RI�3HUVLD�´�)LW]*HUDOG¶V�
WH[W�ZDV�SXEOLVKHG� LQ�¿YH�HGLWLRQV�� IURP������ WR�������DQG� WKH�¿UVW� WZR�
ZHUH�SULQWHG�DQRQ\PRXVO\��ZLWK����DQG�����TXDWUDLQV��UHVSHFWLYHO\��DQG�WKH�
¿QDO�HGLWLRQ�ZLWK�����TXDWUDLQV�ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�SRVWKXPRXVO\�

7KH�VXFFHVV�RI�WKH�(QJOLVK�WUDQVODWLRQV�RI�WKH�3HUVLDQ�SRHWU\�LV�GXH�WR�
Cowell and FitzGerald, as is the enormous increase in interest in Persian 
OLWHUDU\�VWXGLHV�DQG� WKH� LQÀXHQFH�RI� WKLV�ZRUN� LQ� WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI� ODWH�
9LFWRULDQ�DQG�(GZDUGLDQ�%ULWLVK�SRHWU\��,QWHUHVWLQJO\��.KD\\DP¶V�IDPH�DV�
D�SRHW�HYHQ�DPRQJ�,UDQLDQV�LV�DOVR�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�&RZHOO¶V�GLVFRYHU\�RI�WKH�
TXDWUDLQV�DQG�)LW]*HUDOG¶V�GHSLFWLRQ�RI�.KD\\DP�



� Introduction

� &RQFHUQHG� ZLWK� PDNLQJ� .KD\\DP¶V� ZULWLQJV� DWWUDFWLYH� WR� 9LFWRULDQ�
readers and to meet their expectations, FitzGerald needed to reshape the 
SRHPV�E\�SURYLGLQJ�D�PRUH�UHDGDEOH�YHUVLRQ�ZKLOH�PDLQWDLQLQJ�WKH�RULJLQDO�
WRQH��+H�RUJDQL]HG�WKH�SRHPV�LQWR�D�FRQWLQXRXV�QDUUDWLRQ�WKDW�KDG�D�FHUWDLQ�
FRQVLVWHQF\�IURP�KLV�SHUVSHFWLYH��+H�EHJDQ�ZLWK�WKH�WDYHUQ�VFHQHU\�DW�GDZQ�
DQG�PRYHG�WKURXJK�SRHPV�WKDW�TXHVWLRQHG�DQG�GHEDWHG�H[LVWHQFH�DQG�WKH�
PHDQLQJ� RI� OLIH�� LQMXVWLFH�� HYLO�� SOHDVXUH�� DQG� GHDWK�� DQG�� DW� WKH� HQG�� KH�
FORVHG�WKH�LQWHUFKDQJH�ZLWK�WKH�GDUN�RI�QLJKW�

7KH� ¿FWLRQDO� JHQHUDOL]DWLRQV� RI� )LW]*HUDOG¶V� SRUWUD\DO� RI� .KD\\DP�
UHVXOWHG�IURP�LQVXI¿FLHQW�PDWHULDOV��$V�D�URPDQWLF��QRQFRQIRUPLVW�SHUKDSV�
would be more of a description of his Victorian era and the Romantics than 
.KD\\DP¶V��0DLQWDLQLQJ�QR�GLUHFW�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�.KD\\DP��KH�LQWURGXFHV�
WKH�SRHW�ZLWK�DQ�DUUD\�RI�FKDUDFWHUV��IURP�D�JQRVWLF�WUDQVFHQGHQWDOLVW�VFLHQWLVW�
WR� DQ� DVWURQRPHU�� DQG� D� SKLORVRSKHU� WR� D� FDUHIUHH� KHGRQLVW��$FFRUGLQJO\��
,UDQLDQV� DQG� QRQ�,UDQLDQV� ZKR� HYDOXDWH� DQG� VFUXWLQL]H� .KD\\DP� EDVH�
WKHLU�GHOLEHUDWLRQV�VROHO\�RQ�WKH�XQFHUWDLQ�OHJHQG�OLNH�¿JXUH�IDVKLRQHG�E\�
)LW]JHUDOG��FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�KLV�RZQ�OLIH�GLOHPPDV�DQG�VRFLHWDO�DQG�HUXGLWH�
FKDOOHQJHV��)URP�WKLV�SRLQW� IRUZDUG��.KD\\DP�ZDV�VLPSO\� UHIHUUHG� WR�DV�
³2PDU´�LQ�WKH�ZHVWHUQ�ZRUOG��\HW��HOVHZKHUH��LQFOXGLQJ�3HUVLDQ��ODQJXDJH�
FRXQWULHV�� KH� FRQWLQXHG� WR� EH� UHIHUUHG� WR� DV� ³+DNLP� �7KH� $OO�:LVH��
.KD\\DP�´�WKH�KLJKHVW�SRVVLEOH�WLWOH�EHVWRZHG�XSRQ�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�±�LQ�KLV�
FDVH��WKH�DOO�HQFRPSDVVLQJ�VFLHQWLVW�

)LW]*HUDOG¶V�LQWURGXFWLRQ�DQG�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�.KD\\DP�DV�DQ�LGHDOLVWLF�
DQG� SHQVLYH� SRHW� RYHUVKDGRZHG� .KD\\DP¶V� SURGLJLRXV� VFLHQWL¿F�
DFKLHYHPHQWV� DQG� FRQWULEXWLRQV�� IRU�ZKLFK�KH�PHULWV� SRSXODU� UHFRJQLWLRQ�
DQG� DFNQRZOHGJPHQW�� 0XOWLWXGHV� RI� LOOXVWUDWLRQV� IRU� HYHU\� HGLWLRQ� KDYH�
been produced over the last century. Some bear no relation to the actual 
SRHPV��RWKHUV�DUH�LQVSLUHG�E\�D�FHUWDLQ�LQWHQGHG�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�D�IDEOH�RU�
a metaphor mentioned in a verse. Ultimately, the beautifully-produced art 
ZRUNV��IHDWXULQJ�H[TXLVLWH�ELQGLQJV�DQG�LOOXVWUDWLRQV��KDYH�KHOSHG�PDLQWDLQ�
the interest of publishers and readers.
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Poetic Philosophy

Based on academic research, and not on the sentiment and subjectivity 
RI� .KD\\DP¶V� FRXQWU\PHQ�� VFKRODUV� KDYH� GRXEWHG� WKDW� .KD\\DP� HYHU�
FRPSRVHG�SRHWU\��1RW�HYHQ�KLV�FROOHDJXHV�UHFRJQL]HG�KLP�DV�D�SRHW��3HUKDSV��
\HDUV� DIWHU� KLV� GHDWK�� VRPH� XQLGHQWL¿HG� TXDWUDLQV� DSSHDUHG�� RVWHQVLEO\�
UHVHPEOLQJ�VRPH�RI�.KD\\DP¶V�SKLORVRSKLHV�� DQG�ZHUH�DWWULEXWHG� WR�KLP�
EHFDXVH�RI�KLV�VWDQGLQJ�

Quatrains that he supposedly composed in private are short and 
SRLJQDQW²VLPLODU� LQ� VW\OH� WR� SUHGHFHVVRU� SRHW�VFLHQWLVWV�� ZLWK� DWWULEXWHG�
poems in two-verse, four-line stanzas. In Persian, this quatrain is called 
³GXED\WL´� DQG� ³WDUƗQHK�´� ,Q�$UDELF�� LW� LV� FDOOHG� ³UXEƗ¶L´� LQ� WKH� VLQJXODU�
IRUP�DQG�³UXEƗ¶L\ƗW´� LQ� WKH�SOXUDO� IRUP��GHULYHG�IURP�WKH�ZRUG�DO�5DEL¶��
WKH�QXPEHU�IRXU�LQ�$UDELF��,Q�D�3HUVLDQ�TXDWUDLQ�UK\PH�VFKHPH��DDED���WKH�
¿UVW��VHFRQG��DQG�ODVW�RI�WKH�IRXU�OLQHV�LQ�WKH�VWDQ]D�UK\PH�EXW�QRW�WKH�WKLUG�

,Q�KLV�VFDQW�IHZ�SKLORVRSKLFDO�ZULWLQJV��ZH�OHDUQ�WKDW��DW�RQH�SRLQW�LQ�KLV�
OLIH��.KD\\DP�PLJKW�KDYH�SKLORVRSKL]HG�DERXW�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�WKH�&UHDWRU��
WKHRGLF\�� H[LVWHQFH�� JRRG� DQG� HYLO�� GXW\�� IUHH� ZLOO�� WKH� DIWHUOLIH�� DQG� WKH�
PHDQLQJ�RI� HWHUQDO� OLIH��6XFK�PHWDSK\VLFDO�� WKHRUHWLFDO�� DQG�PRUDO� YLHZV�
DUH�WKH�FKLHI�GRFWULQHV�RI�WKH�,UDQLDQ�EHOLHI�V\VWHPV��LGHQWL¿HG�LQ�WKH�DQFLHQW�
,UDQLDQ�=RURDVWULDQ�UHOLJLRXV�FUHHG�WKDW�ZDV�WKH�GRPLQDQW�VWDWH�UHOLJLRQ�LQ�
3HUVLD�EHIRUH�WKH�LQYDVLRQ�RI�$UDE�0XVOLPV���th�FHQWXU\�&(���%HFDXVH�PDQ\�
ZULWHUV�KDYH�LGHQWL¿HG�.KD\\DP¶V�IDWKHU�DV�D�=RURDVWULDQ�ZKR�KDG�QHZO\�
FRQYHUWHG�WR�,VODP��LW�LV�SODXVLEOH�WKDW�.KD\\DP�ZDV�HQJDJHG�ZLWK�VLPLODU�
SKLORVRSKLFDO�FRQFHSWV�LQ�KLV�VFLHQWL¿F�WKLQNLQJ�

,Q�.KD\\DP¶V�WLPH��K\SRFULV\��ODFN�RI�IUHHGRP�RI�H[SUHVVLRQ��LPSRVHG�
SURKLELWLRQV�� DQG� FRHUFLRQ� E\� UXOHUV� DQG� UHOLJLRXV� MXULVWV� SHUPHDWHG� WKH�
Persian territories as far as Central Asia. The quatrain, in its simplicity and 
EOXQWQHVV��UHSUHVHQWHG�D�GHSDUWXUH�IURP�WKH�ORQJ�SDQHJ\ULF�FRXUWO\�SRHPV�
SRSXODU�DW�WKH�WLPH�DQG�ZDV�D�IRUP�PDQ\�ZHOFRPHG�WR�H[SUHVV�IHHOLQJ�DQG�
GH¿DQFH�� 6FLHQWLVWV� DQG� SKLORVRSKHUV� VXFK� DV�.KD\\DP�ZHUH� UHFRJQL]HG�
DQG� HVWHHPHG� IRU� WKHLU� VFLHQWL¿F� DQG� SKLORVRSKLFDO� ZRUNV�� EXW� QRW� WKHLU�
SRHWU\��7RGD\��ZH�DUH�JUDWHIXO�WKDW�VRPH�RI�WKHVH�TXDWUDLQV�KDYH�VXUYLYHG��
LUUHVSHFWLYH�RI� WKHLU�FUHDWRUV��DQG�ZH�FDQ� WDNH�SOHDVXUH� LQ� WKH�HYHUODVWLQJ�
beauty of Persian poetry.

7KH� FROODJHG� SKLORVRSKLHV� DQG� YLHZV� H[SUHVVHG� LQ� WKH� FROOHFWLRQ� RI�
quatrains can also be traced back to the millennia-old ancient philosophies, 
PHWDSK\VLFV�� P\WKRORJLHV�� DVWURORJ\�� DQG� ,UDQLDQ� UHOLJLRXV� DQG� JQRVWLF�
concepts. In addition to occasional Stoic, epicurean, Aristotelian, Platonian, 
existentialist, and humanist sentiments and expressions, we cannot help 
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but see the multiplicity and contradictory characters and voices behind the 
quatrains.

,Q�D�VHULHV�RI�FRQWUDGLFWRU\�VFHQDULRV�DQG�H[SODQDWLRQV��.KD\\DP�IXUWKHU�
adds to the dilemma of the Creator, existence, birth, death, and the beyond 
ZLWKRXW�SURYLGLQJ�D�VROLWDU\�EHOLHI��+H�DUJXHV�WKDW�LI�WKHUH�LV�RQH�DOO�JRRG�
FUHDWRU�*RG�� WKHQ�KH� LV� UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� HYLO�� DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ� WKDW�KDSSHQV�
is part of the divine plan. He also reasons that evil could be simply the 
DEVHQFH�RI�JRRG�DQG�LQVLJKW��(OVHZKHUH��RQ�WKH�QRWLRQ�RI�IUHH�ZLOO�DQG�RQH¶V�
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�LQ�WKH�SHUIRUPDQFH�RI�JRRG�DQG�EDG�DFWLRQV��KH�UHDVRQV�WKDW�
RQH¶V�ELUWK�DQG�SDVW� VWLOO�JXLGH�DQG�GLUHFW�RQH¶V�H[HUFLVH�RI� IUHH�ZLOO� LQ�D�
JLYHQ�PRPHQW�

Because the upholder put in order the natural dispositions,
)RU�ZKDW�UHDVRQ�KH�FDVW�LW�LQWR�GLPLQXWLRQ�DQG�GHFD\�
,I�LW�FDPH�RXW�JRRG��IRU�ZKDW�UHDVRQ�EUHDN�LW"
,I�WKLV�IRUP�GLG�QRW�FRPH�RXW�JRRG��ZKRVH�IDXOW�LV�LW"

$V�ORQJ�DV�RQH�KDV�QR�FRQWURO�RYHU�RQH¶V�ELUWK��RU�LWV�WLPH��SODFH��UHJLRQ��
DQG� FLUFXPVWDQFH�� DQG� HYHU\WKLQJ� LV� SUHGHVWLQHG�� WKHQ� WKHUH� LV� QR� IUHH�
will to be practiced. He also put forth the concept that humanity cannot 
DFKLHYH�KDSSLQHVV�RU�VHOI�LPSURYH�RU�UHDFK�LWV�KLJKHVW�SRWHQWLDO�XQOHVV�WKH�
rudimentary life provisions are met.

,Q�P\�OLVWHQLQJ�KHDUW�XQLYHUVH�VDLG�VHFUHWO\�
³'R�\RX�NQRZ�WKH�YHUGLFW�RI�GHVWLQ\�IURP�PH"�
,I�,�KDG�D�KDQG�LQ�P\�RZQ�UHYROYLQJ�
,�ZRXOG�IUHH�P\VHOI�IURP�WKLV�FLUFOLQJ�´

.KD\\DP¶V�OLWHUDU\�ZRUNV�GR�QRW�SURYLGH�DQ\�JXLGDQFH�RQ�KLV�SHUVRQDO�
IHHOLQJV� DQG� YLHZV� RQ� OLIH��+RZHYHU�� LI� WKH� VSHDNHU� RI� WKH� SRHPV� LV� RQH�
SHUVRQ�� DQG� QRW� PXOWLSOH� DXWKRUV� DV� VXJJHVWHG� E\� VRPH� H[SHUWV�� ZH� FDQ�
DVVXPH� WKDW� WKH� SRHW� FRXOG� EH� WKH� VFLHQWLVW�SKLORVRSKHU� .KD\\DP� ZKR�
DUJXHV�DJDLQVW�DQG�GLVFUHGLWV�HYHU\WKLQJ�KH�KDV�HYHU�NQRZQ��

)RH�ZURQJO\�VDLG�WKDW�,�DP�SKLORVRSKLFDO�
Divinity knows that whatever he said I am not,
However, as I have come to this nest of sorrow,
At the end, it is short of what I know of who I am.
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,Q� WKH� TXDWUDLQV�� .KD\\DP� WKH� VFLHQWLVW� DQG� WKH� PDWKHPDWLFLDQ��
DVWURQRPHU� H[SUHVVHV� KLV� GHHSHVW� GLOHPPDV�� IUXVWUDWLRQV�� DQG� VWUXJJOHV�
WR� UHFRQFLOH� VFLHQWL¿F� DQG� UDWLRQDO� WKRXJKW� ZLWK� WKH� SKLORVRSKLFDO� DQG�
metaphysical.

,�NQRZ�WKH�RXWHU�IRUP�RI�QRQEHLQJ�DQG�EHLQJ�
,�NQRZ�WKH�LQQHU�IRUP�RI�HYHU\�KLJK�DQG�ORZ�
'HVSLWH�DOO�WKLV��,�VKRXOG�EH�DVKDPHG�RI�P\�RZQ�NQRZOHGJH
If I know a level beyond inebriety.

6RPH� H[SODLQ� WKH� DSSDUHQW� FRQWUDGLFWLRQ� LQ� WKH� ZRUOGYLHZ�.KD\\DP�
H[SUHVVHG�LQ�KLV�SRHWU\�VLPSO\�DV�KLV�ZD\�RI�H[SUHVVLQJ�KLV�SHUVRQDO�IHHOLQJV�
DERXW�OLIH�ZLWKRXW�IUDPLQJ�WKHP�DV�D�SDUWLFXODU�SKLORVRSKLFDO�GLVFRXUVH��7KH�
quatrains portray a perplexed man who questions the realities and the nature 
of existence, creation and the Creator, the uncertainties, impermanence, and 
EUHYLW\�RI�OLIH��KXPDQ�IUDJLOLW\��DQG�LJQRUDQFH��DQG�GLVSDUDJHV�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�
FHUWDLQWLHV�RI�LW�DOO��$FFHSWLQJ�KLV�OLIH�DW�IDFH�YDOXH��KH�MR\IXOO\�DSSUHFLDWHV�
DQG�LQGXOJHV�LQ�WKH�EHDXW\�WKDW�OLIH�RIIHUV�DQG�DFFHSWV�LWV�HSKHPHUDOLW\�DQG�
its end time.

%HFDXVH�IURP�ZKDWHYHU�WKDW�H[LVWV�WKHUH�LV�QRWKLQJ�LQ�KDQG��H[FHSW�WKH�ZLQG��
%HFDXVH�LQ�ZKDWHYHU�WKDW�H[LVWV�WKHUH�LV�GH¿FLHQF\�DQG�IUDFWXUH�
It is as if whatever exists in the universe does not exist,
,PDJLQH�ZKDWHYHU�GRHV�QRW�H[LVW�LQ�WKH�XQLYHUVH�H[LVWV�

6RPH� LQWHOOHFWXDOV� KDYH� FODLPHG� WKDW� .KD\\DP¶V� DOOHJRULF� DQG�
PHWDPRUSKLF�WHUPLQRORJLHV��VXFK�DV�WKH�XVH�RI�ZLQH��LQHEULHW\��HQMR\PHQW�RI�
WKH�SUHVHQW�PRPHQW��DQG�WKH�ORYHU��DUH�DOO�LQ�NHHSLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�6X¿�WUDGLWLRQV�
DV�H[SUHVVHG�E\�RWKHU�3HUVLDQ�SRHWV�VXFK�DV�5XPL��6D¶GL��DQG�+DIH]��,Q�KLV�
SKLORVRSKLFDO�DQG�VFLHQWL¿F�ZULWLQJV��.KD\\DP�VKRZV�QR�DI¿QLW\�ZLWK�DQ\�
UHOLJLRQ� RU� VSLULWXDOLW\�� DQG� EDVHG� RQ� KLV� WUHDWLVHV� DQG� GLVFRXUVHV� KH�ZDV�
PDUNHG�DV�DQ�DWKHLVW�LQ�KLV�WLPH��,Q�KLV�SKLORVRSKLFDO�GLVFXVVLRQV��.KD\\DP�
GHOLEHUDWHV� RQ� WKH� VFLHQWL¿F� VWDQGSRLQW� RI� FUHDWLRQ�� H[LVWHQFH�� WKH� QDWXUH�
RI� OLIH�� GHDWK�� DQG� RWKHU� PHWDSK\VLFDO� WKHPHV� KDUGO\� LQ� DJUHHPHQW� ZLWK�
UHOLJLRXV�SKLORVRSK\��

To drink and to be happy is my rite,
7R�EH�IUHH�IURP�EODVSKHP\�DQG�UHOLJLRQ�LV�P\�ULWH�
,�VDLG�WR�WKH�EULGH�RI�WLPH��ZKDW�LV�\RXU�GRZU\"
6DLG�³<RXU�PHUU\�KHDUW�LV�P\�GRZU\�´
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.KD\\DP¶V�SKLORVRSKLFDO�YLHZV��EDVHG�RQ�KLV�SRHPV��DUH�RIWHQ�H[SUHVVHG�
LQ�VSHFL¿F�FRQFHSWV��DQG�LQFOXGH�WKH�SDUWLDOLW\�DQG�SUHFRQFHSWLRQ�RI� WUXWK�
DQG� YDOXH�� WKH� HSKHPHUDOLW\� RI� H[LVWHQFH� DQG� WKH� KXPDQ� FRQGLWLRQ�� WKH�
LQHYLWDELOLW\�RI�GHDWK��WKH�LQ¿QLW\�RI�WLPH�DQG�VSDFH��WKH�DFFLGHQWDO�QDWXUH�
RI�OLIH��WKH�XQDWWDLQDEOH�VHFUHWV�RI�FUHDWLRQ��WKH�UHOLQTXLVKPHQW�RI�ERWK�SDVW�
DQG�IXWXUH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�JUDVS�WKH�SUHVHQW�EHIRUH�LW�SDVVHV��WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�
VHOI�HIIDFHPHQW��DQG�WKH�VWUXJJOH�WR�IUHH�RQHVHOI�IURP�WKH�ERQGDJH�RI�OLIH¶V�
orthodoxies.

This one-two-three-day-period of life passed,
/LNH�ZDWHU�LQ�D�EURRN�DQG�OLNH�ZLQG�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�
1HYHU�WKH�JULHI�RI�WZR�GD\V�HQJURVVHG�PH�
A day that has not come and a day that passed.

It is a chalice that wisdom praises,
)URP�DIIHFWLRQ��EHVWRZV�D�KXQGUHG�NLVVHV�RQ�LWV�IDFH�
Such a delicate chalice this potter of time
&UHDWHV��DQG�DQHZ��VPDVKHV�LW�WR�WKH�JURXQG�

5HSHDWHGO\�� .KD\\DP� VFUXWLQL]HV� WKH� VHQVHOHVVQHVV� RI� H[LVWHQFH�� WKH�
FUXHOW\�RI�WLPH��DQG�WKH�SRZHUOHVVQHVV�RI�KXPDQLW\�LQ�WKH�RUGHUO\�WXUQLQJ�
wheel of the cosmos.

This wheel of the universe in which we are perplexed,
2I�ZKLFK�WKH�ODQWHUQ�RI�LPDJLQDWLRQ��ZH�NQRZ�DV�LWV�H[DPSOH�
Sun is the lantern and cosmos the pharos,
:H�DUH�OLNH�IRUPV�WKDW�DUH�ZKLUOLQJ�LQ�LW�

7KH�JRRG�DQG�EDG�WKDW�LV�LQ�KXPDQ�QDWXUH�
Joy and sorrow that is in fate and destiny,
'R�QRW�LPSXWH�WR�WKH�ZKHHO�RI�XQLYHUVH��WKDW�LQ�WKH�ZD\�RI�ORJLF��
The wheel of universe is a thousand times more helpless than you.

In their literal forms, his quatrains illustrate his views on creation and 
H[LVWHQFH��DQG�DUH�D�PL[WXUH�RI�DJQRVWLF��HVRWHULF��IDWDOLVWLF��(SLFXUHDQ��DQG�
H[LVWHQWLDO�WKRXJKW��&RQVHTXHQWO\��KH�KDV�EHHQ�PLVXQGHUVWRRG��ZLWK�PDQ\�
WKLQNLQJ�RI�KLP�DV�DQ�LQ¿GHO��D�KHGRQLVW��DQG�D�GUXQNHQ�PDG�VFLHQWLVW��$V�D�
PDQ�RI�VFLHQFH��KH�REVHUYHG�WKDW�WKH�P\VWLI\LQJ�FRQWUDGLFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�DQ�
DSSDUHQWO\� VHQVHOHVV� H[LVWHQFH� DQG�D� FRPSOH[�DQG�RUGHUO\�ZRUOG�EURXJKW�
DERXW�EHZLOGHUPHQW��ZKLFK�KH�H[SUHVVHV�LQ�KLV�ZULWLQJV��
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1HYHU�ZDV�P\�KHDUW�GHSULYHG�RI�VFLHQFH�
Little remained from the mysteries that did not become known, 
6HYHQW\�WZR�\HDUV�,�SRQGHUHG�QLJKW�DQG�GD\�
,W�EHFDPH�NQRZQ�WR�PH�WKDW�QRWKLQJ�EHFDPH�NQRZQ�

.KD\\DP�VHHV�KLV�RZQ�FRPLQJ�LQWR�WKLV�ZRUOG�DQG�GHSDUWLQJ�IURP�LW�DV�
VLPLODU� WR�D�À\¶V²LQFRQVHTXHQWLDO��1R�RQH�NQRZV�ZKHUH�ZH�FDPH� IURP��
ZKHUH�ZH�JR��RU�ZK\�

,W�ZDV�RQH�GURS�RI�ZDWHU�DQG�PHUJHG�ZLWK�WKH�VHD�
2QH�ÀHFN�RI�GXVW�EHFDPH�RQH�ZLWK�WKH�HDUWK�
:KDW�LV�\RXU�FRPLQJ�DQG�JRLQJ�LQ�WKLV�ZRUOG"�
$�À\�DSSHDUHG��DQG�GLVDSSHDUHG�

.KD\\DP� DUJXHV� WKDW� EHFDXVH� QRERG\� NQRZV� WKH� VHFUHWV� RI� HWHUQLW\��
nobody should believe those who claim to know just to fool themselves 
and others.

Oh, many a time that we shall not be and the world will be, 
1RW�D�QDPH�IURP�XV�DQG�QRW�D�VLJQ�ZLOO�EH�
Before this we were not and there was not any disorder,
From now on, when we are not that very same will be.

$�QDWLRQ�SRQGHUV�WKH�SDWK�RI�UHOLJLRQ�
$�QDWLRQ�WKLQNV�WKDW�LW�LV�RQ�WKH�SDWK�RI�FHUWLWXGH��
I fear the day when a declaration will come,
7KDW��\RX�LJQRUDQW��WKH�SDWK�LV�QHLWKHU�WKDW��QRU�WKLV�

The past is an accumulation of events, and the future is unknown and 
QRQ�H[LVWHQW�� 7KHUH� LV� RQO\� QRZ�� WKH� SUHVHQW� PRPHQW�� WKLV� YHU\� EUHDWK��
KHQFH��GR�QRW�ZDVWH�WKH�SUHFLRXV�SUHVHQW�PRPHQW�E\�TXHVWLRQLQJ�ELUWK��OLIH��
death, the afterlife, rewards, and punishments. Instead, spend it joyously.

Neither you nor I know the secrets of eternity, 
$QG�WKLV�ULGGOH�QHLWKHU�\RX�QRU�,�JUDVS�
Behind the veil is a conversation between me and you, 
Once the veil falls, neither you remain nor I.

.KD\\DP��LI�\RX�DUH�LQWR[LFDWHG�IURP�GULQN��EH�MR\RXV�
,I�\RX�DUH�VLWWLQJ�ZLWK�D�EHDXWLIXO�PRRQOLNH�IDFH��EH�MR\RXV�
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%HFDXVH�WKH�GHVWLQ\�RI�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�H[LVWHQFH�LV�QRQH[LVWHQFH�
As if you are not, but because you are, be joyous.

+RZ�ORQJ�VKDOO�,�JULHYH�WKDW�,�KDYH�RU�QRW��
$QG�VKDOO�,�SDVV�WKLV�OLIH�LQ�GHOLJKW�RU�QRW�
)LOO�WKH�JREOHW�RI�GULQN�WKDW�LV�QRW�NQRZQ�WR�PH�
If this breath that I inhale, I exhale or not.

Those who became the circle of intellect and decorum,
,Q�WKH�FRPSDQ\�RI�WKH�DFFRPSOLVKHG�EHFDPH�WKH�OLJKW�RI�WKHLU�SHHUV��
7KH\�GLG�QRW�¿QG�D�ZD\�RXW�RI�WKLV�GDUN�QLJKW�
They told a fable and went to sleep.

+H\�KHDUW��\RX�ZLOO�QRW�UHDFK�DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�HQLJPD��
<RX�ZLOO�QRW�UHDFK�WKH�NHHQ�SRLQW�RI�WKH�ZLVH�
5LJKW�KHUH��EXLOG�D�KHDYHQ�IURP�WKH�UXE\�GULQN
That over where there is heaven, you will reach it or not.

.KD\\DP�DOVR�H[KRUWV��GR�QRW�VDFUL¿FH�FDVK�LQ�KDQG�IRU�SURPLVHG�FUHGLW��
but enjoy the present life and not the unknown afterlife.

7KH\�VD\�WKDW�SDUDGLVH�LV�MR\IXO�ZLWK�DQ�DQJHO��
,�VD\�WKDW�JUDSH�MXLFH��ZLQH��LV�MR\IXO�
Take this cash and do not touch that promissory note,
7KDW�KHDULQJ�WKH�VRXQG�RI�D�NHWWOHGUXP�LV�SOHDVDQW�IURP�DIDU�

,W�LV�VDLG�WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�KHDYHQ�DQG�DQJHOV�DOLNH��
$QG�WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�GULQN��PLON��DQG�KRQH\�
,I�ZH�FKRVH�WKH�GULQN�DQG�D�EHORYHG��ZKDW¶V�WKH�IHDU�
Because futurity will be like this.
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Notes on this Translation

6R� IDU�� WKH� UHVHDUFK� JDWKHUHG� DERXW� .KD\\DP� UHYHDOV� WKDW� KH� ZDV� D�
JUHDW�OHDUQHG�PDQ�RI�OHWWHUV��DQ�XQULYDOOHG�JHQLXV�ZKR�PDGH�JUHDW�VFLHQWL¿F�
contributions to humanity. He detested and contested the hypocrisy, 
LJQRUDQFH��DQG�FXQQLQJ�RI�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�FOHULFV�RI�WKH�WLPH�ZKR�VRZHG�WKH�
VHHGV�RI�LJQRUDQFH�DQG�GHOXVLRQ�

'ULQNLQJ�DQG�JDWKHULQJ�DURXQG�WKH�EHQHYROHQW�RQHV��
,V�EHWWHU�WKDQ�H[HUFLVLQJ�WKH�K\SRFULV\�RI�DQ�DVFHWLF��
If there is a hell for the lover and the drunk,
Then no one will see the face of heaven.

+H� KRQRUHG� DQG� SURSDJDWHG� WKH� VWXG\� RI� WKH� VFLHQFHV�� LQTXLULHV� LQWR�
NQRZOHGJH� DQG� ZLVGRP�� DQG� WKH� UHMHFWLRQ� RI� VXSHUVWLWLRXV� EHOLHIV� DQG�
promises of life after death. He accepted birth and death as natural cycles 
of life.

$V�WKH�ZKHHO�RI�H[LVWHQFH�GLGQ¶W�WXUQ�WR�WKH�ZLOO�RI�D�ZLVH�RQH��
,W�GRHV�QRW�PDWWHU�LI�\RX�FRXQW�WKH�KHDYHQV�DV�VHYHQ�RU�DV�HLJKW��
As we must die and all desires vanish,
1R�PDWWHU�LI�WKH�DQW�IHHGV��RQ�XV��LQ�WKH�JUDYH�RU�WKH�ZROI�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�

1R�RQH�KDV�JDLQHG�PDVWHU\�RYHU�WKH�ZKHHO�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVH�
$QG�HDUWK�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�VDWLDWHG�IURP�IHHGLQJ�RQ�KXPDQV��
<RX�DUH�SURXG�WKDW�LW�KDV�QRW�HDWHQ�\RX�
'R�QRW�KDVWH��LW�HDWV�\RX�WRR��LW�LV�QRW�EHODWHG�

7KH�GXVW�WKDW�LV�XQGHU�WKH�IRRW�RI�HYHU\�LJQRUDQW�RQH�
,V�WKH�IRRW�RI�D�ORYHU�DQG�WKH�IDFH�RI�D�VZHHWKHDUW��
Every brick that is on the crenellation of every castle 
,V�WKH�¿QJHU�RI�D�PLQLVWHU�RU�WKH�KHDG�RI�D�NLQJ�

,Q� WKLV� YROXPH��P\� WUDQVODWLRQ� IURP�3HUVLDQ� WR�(QJOLVK� LV� DV� FORVH� WR�
OLWHUDO�DV�SRVVLEOH�DQG�LV�GHVLJQHG�WR�SURYLGH�YHUEDWLP�WUDQVODWLRQV�ZLWKRXW�
VDFUL¿FLQJ� WKH� GLUHFWQHVV� RI� .KD\\DP¶V� YRLFH� DQG� KLV� DUWLFXODF\� ZKLOH�
GHOLYHULQJ�FODULW\�DQG�ÀXLGLW\�LQ�(QJOLVK��,W�LV�QRW�P\�LQWHQWLRQ�WR�DVVXPH�
PHDQLQJ�RU�SURMHFW�P\�WKLQNLQJ�LQWR�WKH�SRHW¶V�FKRLFH�RI�ZRUGV��)RU�LQVWDQFH��
LQ�VRPH�SDUWV��,�KDYH�FKRVHQ�WKH�ZRUG�³GULQN´�LQ�SODFH�RI�³ZLQH�´�ZKLFK�LV�
XVHG�E\�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WUDQVODWRUV��EHFDXVH��XQOHVV�VSHFL¿HG�E\�WKH�SRHW��
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we do not know what he drank, what he meant, or whether he used this term 
symbolically or literally.

)XUWKHU��LW�LV�XQIRUWXQDWH�WKDW�³GULQNLQJ�ZLQH´�KDV�EHFRPH�V\QRQ\PRXV�
ZLWK� WKH�.KD\\DP�EHFDXVH� WKHUH� DUH� IHZ�PHQWLRQV� RI� DFWXDO� ³ZLQH�´�+H�
VSRUDGLFDOO\�DQG�V\PEROLFDOO\�XVHV�WKH�WHUPV�³GULQN´�DQG�³ZLQH´�WR�VXJJHVW�
that we must enjoy life and value the present moment while we are alive 
EHFDXVH�LQHVFDSDEOH�GHDWK�LV�QHDU��,W�LV�QRW�VXUSULVLQJ�WKDW�FRQIXVLRQ�H[LVWV�
ZKHQ�WUDQVODWLQJ�WKH�3HUVLDQ�ZRUG�IRU�ZLQH�

7KH�KLVWRU\�RI�EHHU�DQG�ZLQHPDNLQJ�LQ�3HUVLD�JRHV�EDFN�D�IHZ�PLOOHQQLD��
ZLWK�GRFXPHQWV�IURP�WKH�HDUO\�&RPPRQ�(UD���th-7th�FHQWXULHV�&(��UHIHUHQFLQJ�
different types of wines, both red and white, and different processes, either 
FODUL¿HG�RU�FU\VWDO��GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�ZKDW� WKH�KLVWRULDQV�PHDQW��$IWHU� WKH��th 

century and the invasion of Persia by the Arabs, Persian literature of the 
0LGGOH�$JHV�UHIHUHQFHV�³ZLQH´�XVLQJ�WKH�$UDELF�ZRUG�³VKDUƗE�´�PHDQLQJ�
³EHYHUDJH�´�DOFRKROLF�DQG�QRQ�

,Q�WKHVH�TXDWUDLQV��WKUHH�GLIIHUHQW�ZRUGV�DUH�XVHG�WR�UHIHUHQFH�LQWR[LFDWLQJ�
GULQNV��SHUKDSV�DOFRKROLF�EHYHUDJHV��DV�P\VWLFDO�LQWR[LFDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�QHFWDU�
RI� ZLVGRP�� ,Q� WKH� 1HZ� 3HUVLDQ� ODQJXDJH� RI� .KD\\DP¶V� WLPH� ���th- 12th 
FHQWXULHV�&(���WKH�3HUVLDQ�ZRUGV�³EƗGHK´�DQG�³PH\�´�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�$UDELF�
ZRUG�³VKDUƗE�´�DOOXGH�WR�DOFRKROLF�GULQNV�� LQFOXGLQJ�ZLQH��EXW�)LW]*HUDOG�
XVHV�DOO�WKUHH�ZRUGV�WR�PHDQ�³ZLQH´�DORQH��,W�LV�QRWHZRUWK\�WKDW�LQ�WRGD\¶V�
3HUVLDQ��WKH�ZRUG�³VKDUƗE´�UHIHUV�RQO\�WR�³ZLQH´�DQG�QR�RWKHU�EHYHUDJH�

FitzGerald himself has described  his  translations  as  “a  paraphrase 
RI�D�V\OODEXV�´�QRW�TXLWH�D�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�WKH�RULJLQDO�EXW�UDWKHU�D�SDUWLFXODU�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� RI� WKH� SRHW¶V� LQWHQWLRQV� RU� VLPSO\� IDQWDVL]LQJ� IURP� WKHP��
/DWHU��KH�XVHG�WKH�ZRUG�³UHQGHUHG´�RQ�WKH�WLWOH�SDJH�LQVWHDG�RI�³WUDQVODWLRQ�´�
Many believe that perhaps FitzGerald intended to compose his own poetry 
XVLQJ�WKH�DPXVLQJ�QRWLRQV�RI�WKH�H[RWLF�(DVW�WR�SRSXODUL]H�KLV�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�
:HVW��ZKLFK� LQ� WXUQ�SRSXODUL]HG�.KD\\DP�ZRUOGZLGH��:KDWHYHU�KLV� WUXH�
LQWHQWLRQ�� LW� LV� )LW]*HUDOG¶V� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ� RI� .KD\\DP¶V� SRHPV� WKDW� KDV�
EHHQ�WUDQVODWHG�PRVW�RIWHQ�LQWR�DOO�PDMRU�ODQJXDJHV��LQÀXHQFLQJ�OLWHUDWXUH��
the arts, music, and cinema.

7R�GDWH��RYHU�WZHOYH�KXQGUHG�WUDQVODWHG�TXDWUDLQV�RI�FRQÀLFWLQJ�EHOLHIV�
DQG� LGHDV�KDYH�EHHQ�UDQGRPO\�DVVLJQHG� WR�.KD\\DP��'LVFXVVLQJ� WKHP�LV�
EH\RQG�WKH�VFRSH�RI�WKLV�ERRN��7KHUH�LV�QR�JHQHUDO�FRQVHQVXV�RQ�ZKHWKHU�DQ\�
RI�WKHVH�TXDWUDLQV�EHORQJHG�WR�.KD\\DP��HVSHFLDOO\�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�FRSLRXV�
LQFRQVLVWHQFLHV� LQ� KLV� LGHDV� DQG� UKHWRULF�� 6R� IDU�� VFKRODUV� DXWKHQWLFDWLQJ�
.KD\\DP¶V�RULJLQDO�SRHWU\�KDYH�LGHQWL¿HG�DV�IHZ�DV�WKLUWHHQ�DQG�DV�PDQ\�DV�
HLJKW�KXQGUHG�TXDWUDLQV�WKDW�FRXOG�EH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�KLP�

In this volume, I have chosen quatrains that four known authorities 
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�)RURXJKL��+HGD\DW��*KDQL��DQG�'DVKWL���ZKR�SRVVHVV�D�JRRG�FRPPDQG�RI�
3HUVLDQ�ODQJXDJH�DQG�OLWHUDWXUH��KDYH�DJUHHG�XSRQ�DV�³SHUKDSV�´�³FRXOG�´�RU�
³SRVVLEO\´�EH�DWWULEXWDEOH�WR�.KD\\DP��7KHLU�FKRLFHV�ZHUH�EDVHG�RQ�VW\OH�
DQG�WKRXJKW��,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�UHPHPEHU��KRZHYHU��WKDW�VLQFH�WKHLU�VHOHFWLRQV�
were not based on any documentation, their objectivities and dispositions, 
DORQJ�ZLWK�WKHLU�SDUWLFXODU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�.KD\\DP¶V�OLIH�DQG�SKLORVRSK\��
FRQWULEXWHG�WR�WKHLU�FKRLFHV�DQG�PHWKRGV�RI�VHOHFWLRQ��7KLV�UHVXOWHG�LQ����
WR����YHUVHV�ZLWK�GLIIHULQJ�DQG�RSSRVLQJ�FRQFHSWV�DQG�FKDUDFWHUV�DQG�ZLWK�
GLYHUVH�YRLFHV��IURP�PHODQFKROLF�WR�VDQJXLQH��)URP�WKLV�FROOHFWLRQ��,�FKRVH�
����WR�WUDQVODWH�

3DUDGR[LFDOO\��WKH�HPHUJHQW�LQWHUHVW�RI�,UDQLDQV�LQ�2PDU�.KD\\DP�DQG�
TXDWUDLQV� LV�PRVWO\�EHFDXVH�RI� WKH�2ULHQWDOLVWV¶�DWWHQWLRQ� WR�KLV�ZRUN�DQG�
other Persian literary works. The commendable contributions made by the 
determined Orientalists such as Cowell, and not by Iranians themselves, to 
SUHVHUYH�DQG�PDNH�NQRZQ�WKH�OLQJXLVWLF��OLWHUDU\��VFLHQWL¿F��DQG�DUFKHRORJLF�
IDFHWV�RI�,UDQ�IURP�WKH�DQFLHQW�DQG�PLGGOH�DJHV�WR�FXUUHQW�FHQWXU\�PXVW�EH�
UHFRJQL]HG�DQG�FUHGLW�JLYHQ�ZKHUH�FUHGLW�LV�GXH�

,W� LV�KRSHG�P\� WUDQVODWLRQV�ZLOO�EULQJ� WKH� UHDGHU�FORVHU� WR� WKH�3HUVLDQ�
RULJLQDOV�� DOORZLQJ� UHDGHUV� WR� FRQQHFW� DQG� GUDZ� WKHLU� RZQ� FRQFOXVLRQV�
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKHLU�WLPH�DQG�SODFH�LQ�OLIH�
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Translations Comparisons

$V�H[DPSOHV�RI�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�P\�WUDQVODWLRQV�DQG�)LW]*HUDOG¶V��
I provide these comparisons.
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Khayyam:

v>¡�¢ �ƀ�7
 ��
 ��� � ű s� � Ɓ ��� š ��� Ŧ
v>¡ű ��¡ s��̶ Ϥϧ �^��i¢ �ƀŮ s� �®�

v
s� ��¢s� ΎϤΗ � ű Ɓ�� Ŧ � �¹ � ƀ�7
 ��¡ Ŧ
v>©¹ ��¢s� ΎϤΗ � s� �ős	 �ƀ�7
 � s�

Mine:

 
7KH�FORXG�FDPH�DQG�DIUHVK�VKHG�WHDUV�RYHU�WKH�JUDVV��
:LWKRXW�URVH�FRORUHG�GULQN�RQH�PXVW�QRW�OLYH�
7KLV�JUDVV�LV�RXU�VSHFWDFOH�WRGD\�
%XW�ZKRVH�VSHFWDFOH�ZLOO�EH�WKH�JUDVV�VSULQJLQJ�IURP�RXU�GXVW"

FitzGerald:

And we, that now make merry in the Room 
They left, and Summer dresses in new Bloom, 
Ourselves must we beneath the Couch of Earth 
'HVFHQG��RXUVHOYHV�WR�PDNH�D�&RXFK�IRU�ZKRP"
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Khayyam:

v��¢ ��j� �v��� � ű Ɓ Ű � �
 �ƁŮ �«¡ ��¡ Ŧ
v��� �Ů s� �ſ�� �Ɓ � Ű s7¡ �<� �ŧš �ſ��

v_�� �Ů s¡ � Ŧ �� � ƀ ű Ɓ Ű � ƁŮ ��� ��¢��
v��¢ ��¹ �ĄűƁŰ � Ɓ �v
Ŧ � ƀ��s©� � �¹ �ĄűƁŰ

Mine:

 
This one-two-three-day-period of life passed, 
/LNH�ZDWHU�LQ�D�EURRN�DQG�OLNH�ZLQG�LQ�WKH�¿HOG��
1HYHU�WKH�JULHI�RI�WZR�GD\V�HQJURVVHG�PH�
A day that has not come and a day that passed.

FitzGerald:

,QWR�WKLV�8QLYHUVH��DQG�ZK\�QRW�NQRZLQJ�
1RU�ZKHQFH��OLNH�:DWHU�ZLOO\�QLOO\�ÀRZLQJ�
$QG�RXW�RI�LW��DV�:LQG�DORQJ�WKH�:DVWH�
,�NQRZ�QRW�ZKLWKHU��ZLOO\�QLOO\�EORZLQJ�
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Khayyam:

v
Ŧ ��_� �Ů sl� � ŰŮ � �¹ �Ą�� � Ɓ �®¥©�
v
Ŧ � Ű�� � Ɓ � sa� �ŰŮ � �¹ �®j� �Ɓ �ĄŮs�
�g� �ƀŰ � Ű�� s¹ ��� Ŧ �� ��¥� �ŭ�� � s�
v
Ŧ ����ƀ Ű s¦©� � Ű s� � Ű Ŧ�� � �� � ű Ŧ �ŭ��

Mine:

7KH�JRRG�DQG�EDG�WKDW�LV�LQ�KXPDQ�QDWXUH��
Joy and sorrow that is in fate and destiny,
'R�QRW�LPSXWH�WR�WKH�ZKHHO�RI�XQLYHUVH��WKDW�LQ�WKH�ZD\�RI�ORJLF��
The wheel of universe is a thousand times more helpless than you.

FitzGerald:

And that inverted Bowl we call The Sky, 
:KHUHXQGHU�FUDZOLQJ�FRRS¶W�ZH�OLYH�DQG�GLH��
Lift not thy hands to it for help for It
Rolls impotently on as Thou or I.
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Khayyam:

�� �®� �®� Ŧ �� ��� s� � �¹ �Ų�>� Ŧ
�� �ĄŮ �®� s¢��ű � Ű sl� � ƀ ű s� �ſ š

ŧs7� �Ů�� � Ɓ Ŧ �ž s� � �¹ �ŧ�� �Ź�� �ſš
�� �®¹ ��� š �®¹ ��¹ �Ϣϧ Ŧ�� �Ů s¡��

Mine:

Alas that the chronicle of youth is passed, 
$QG�WKDW�IUHVK�VSULQJ�RI�OLIH�LV�SDVVHG�
7KDW�ELUG�RI�GHOLJKW�ZKRVH�QDPH�ZDV�\RXWK
&U\�RXW��,�GR�QRW�NQRZ�ZKHQ�LW�FDPH�DQG�ZKHQ�LW�ZHQW�

FitzGerald:

$ODV��WKDW�6SULQJ�VKRXOG�YDQLVK�ZLWK�WKH�5RVH�
7KDW�<RXWK¶V�VZHHW�VFHQWHG�0DQXVFULSW�VKRXOG�FORVH��
7KH�1LJKWLQJDOH�WKDW�LQ�WKH�%UDQFKHV�VDQJ�
$K��ZKHQFH��DQG�ZKLWKHU�ÀRZQ�DJDLQ��ZKR�NQRZV�
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Khayyam:

ŮŰ�¢�®� �t<� ��j� ��i� s� ��¡ Ŧ
ŮŰ�¢�®� �ŧ�� � s� � �¹ �®�Ů �ŧs¡ŰŮ

ĄŰ�	 ��� �ſsf¡�� �ĄŦŮ�� ��� �®� s

ŮŰ�¢�®� �t� ��¹ � Ŧ Ű � �� s©� � Ű š ��©�

Mine:

+RZ�KDVVOHG�WKLV�FDUDYDQ�RI�OLIH�LV�SDVVLQJ��
6HL]H�D�PRPHQW�WKDW�ZLWK�GHOLJKW�LV�SDVVLQJ�
&XSEHDUHU��ZK\�JULHYH�RYHU�WRPRUURZ¶V�DQWDJRQLVWV"�
%ULQJ�IRUWK�WKH�FXS�WKDW�QLJKW�LV�SDVVLQJ�

FitzGerald:

2QH�0RPHQW�LQ�$QQLKLODWLRQ¶V�:DVWH��
One Moment, of the Well of Life to taste 
7KH�6WDUV�DUH�VHWWLQJ�DQG�WKH�&DUDYDQ
6WDUV�IRU�WKH�'DZQ�RI�1RWKLQJ²2K��PDNH�KDVWH�
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Khayyam:

Ů�
 ��� � Ɓ �v
Ŧ �ž�¢ ��� � Ŧ �� � Ɓ �ų�	 �v
Ŧ �ĄűƁŰ
Ů�¢ ��¡�� �®j� �Ű Ŧ�i¢ �ŭŰ � ű Ŧ � �� Ŧ

ŮŰű ��¢ � s� �Ů �	 �Žs� �ſs�ű � �� ��7i�
ŮŰ�	 ��¡ s� �®� ��¹ ��k¹ �®j� �Ů s¡��

Mine:

It is a beautiful day and weather is not warm and is not cold, 
&ORXG�ZDVKHV�WKH�GXVW�IURP�WKH�IDFH�RI�WKH�ÀRZHU�¿HOG��
1LJKWLQJDOH��LQ�D�ODQJXDJH�RI�KHU�RZQ�IHHOLQJ��WR�WKH�\HOORZ�ÀRZHU��
Shouts endlessly that one must drink.

FitzGerald:

$QG�'DYLG¶V�/LSV�DUH�ORFN¶W��EXW�LQ�GLYLQH
+LJK�SLSLQJ�3HKOHYL��ZLWK�³:LQH��:LQH��:LQH��
5HG�:LQH�´²WKH�1LJKWLQJDOH�FULHV�WR�WKH�5RVH�
That yellow Cheek of hers to incarnadine.
.


